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INTRODU  CTION. 


TlIE  Letters  compofing  this  Volume  were  addrefled  to  the  Editor  in 
St.  Peteilburg,  by  his  Lady  while  on  a Tour  through  the  Southern 
provinces  of  Ruffia  for  the  recovery  of  her  health  : alas  ! of  little  avail ; 
as  before  they  appear  hie  has  paid  the  debt  of  nature,  and  deprived 
her  family  and  fociety  of  an  amiable,  accomplifhed,  and  virtuous 
member.. 

The  fair  Traveller,  well  knowing  that  her  hufband  had  been  collecting 
information  refpedting  the  countries  which  flie  was  vifiting,  ever  fince  a 
journey  that  he  made  in  that  direction  many  years  ago,  and  had  kept  up 
a correfpondence  with  the  moll  intelligent  officers  on  that  flation,  deflred 
that  he  would  add  to  her  modern  defcription  of  each  city,  &c.  its 
antient  hiftory  in  the  times  of  the  Greeks,  Romans,  Goths,  Genoefe, 
Venetians,  Tartars,  & c.  This  talk  he  undertook  the  more  readily,  as  it 
was  exactly  the  part  of  the  new  Work  which  would  connect  it  with 
another  that  he  publifhed  here  in  French  in  1795  (treating  of  the  moral 
antiquities  of  the  old  dominions  of  Ruffia),  and  demonftrate,  that  the 
natives  might  have  acquired  all  the  Grecian  rites,  cuftoms,  &c.  in  ffiort, 
all  the  firiking  analogies  pointed  out  in  his  “Nodes  Rofficas,”  in  the 
fame  graffy  plains  where  they  antiently  ranged  with  their  flocks  and 
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herds  * : a dcmonftration  which  would  ferve  as  the  beft  anfwer  to  fuch 
of  the  literati  as  demanded  further  explanation  from  the  author,  not 
content  with  his  referring  them  to  the  learned  difeoveries  of  the  late  Sir 
William  Jones  on  the  common  origin  of  the  nations  and  languages  of 
Europe. 

The  Editor  has  little  more  to  remark,  than  that  he  thinks  this  Tour  is 
likely  to  prove  acceptable  to  the  publick  from  its  treating  of  countries 
ihut  up  for  centuries  from  intelligent  travellers  by  the  barbarous  policy 
of  the  ignorant  Turks;  though  once  fo  well  known  to  antiquity,  that  it 
may  be  called  claflic  ground,  as  famed  in  Greek  and  Roman  flory  from 
fhc  days  of  Herodotus  till  the  fall  of  the  Eaftern  Roman  empire,  more 
efpecially  the  celebrated  Taurica  Cherfonefus ; yet,  fuch  has  been  the 
oblivion  into  which  this  intcrefting  part  of  the  world  has  fince  fallen, 
from  the  caufe  above  mentioned,  that  it  is  believed  the  old  Greek  colonies 
lituated  on  the  North  fhore,  with  the  commercial  republic  of  Tauric 
Cherfon,  the  antient  kingdom  of  Cimmerian  Bofphorus,  &c.  will  require 
the  evidence  of  all  the  antient  medals  and  inferiptions  that  are  given  in  this 
Tour  to  gain  credit  for  the  imperfect  hiftoric  notices  of  them  that  could  be 
furnifhed  after  much  rcfcarch  and  labour.  This  confidcration  is  one  great 
reafon  for  inferring  them  in  the  lettcr-prefs,  under  a convitftion  that 
it  is  high  time  thus  to  employ  fuch  collateral  proofs  of  obfeure  hiftoric 

* Dr.  Guthrie,  in  page  212  of  his  “ Ruffian  Antiquities”  (of  which  a copy  is  left  with  Meffir*. 
Cadell  and  Davies  for  the  in fpeCtion  of  the  curious),  ffiowtf,  from  the  rivers  and  feas  worffiipped 
and  fung  by  the  anceftors  of  the  Ruffians,  nay  even  from  certain  plants  fo  well  deferibed  by  their 
paftoral  poets  as  to  be  Bill  eafily  found  by  the  Botanift  in  the  Deferts  of  Scythia  (which  never  felt 
plough  or  fpade),  that  they  wandered  with  their  herds  of  cattle  along  the  North  fhore  of  the  Black 
Sea,  between  the  Volga  and  Danube  3 as  tliefe  two,  with  all  the  large  intermediate  rivers,  were 
either  worthipped  or  fung  by  them. 
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facts,  and  to  draw  them  from  cabinets  and  coftly  numifmatic  works  into 

* t 

the  public  fervice. 

Such  an  application  of  the  treafures  of  the  virtuofi  collected  for  fome 
ages  will  fhow  their  real  value  and  ufe,  while  it  will  remove  all  fneering- 
at  the  Antiquary  (even  on  the  ftage)  ; who  has  been  almoft  clafted  with 
the  butterfly-hunter  *,  as  a juft  punifhment  for  hoarding-up  fo  much 
precious  information  in  collections  and  rare  books,  only  acceflible  to  the 
learned  in  Greek  and  Latin  ; though  we  know  nothing  of  the  kind,  either 
in  the  form  of  medals  or  infcriptions,  which  may  not  be  employed  with 
much  advantage  in  the  hiftories  of  the  countries  to  which  they  belong, 
and  ferve  to  remove  many  a doubt  from  the  mind  of  the  reader  in  dark 
periods,  where  there  is  a want  of  fufficient  hiftoric  evidence  ; as  is  un- 
fortunately too  much  the  cafe  in  the  countries  explored  by  the  Author 
of  thisToyR. 

It  mu  ft  be  confefled,  that  in  fome  inftances  the  medals  which  we  infert 
will  merely  prove  the  evidence  of  the  colony  treated  of ; but  even  that 
is  a great  point  gained  ; as  we  doubt  much,  if  we  had  not  their  money 
to  produce,  whether  we  fliould  not  be  fufpedled  of  ufing  poetic  licence, 
and  erecting  imaginary  cities  where  trade  never  could  have  invited  the 
Greeks,  or  any  other  nation  : fuch  are  the  changes  made  in  countries  by 
a fucceftion  of  barbarian  inhabitants. 

* No  difrefpeft  is  here  meant  to  the  purfuit  of  Entomology,  of  which'.,  on  the  contrary,  we  have 
fhown  the  utility  in  a Paper  on  Infers  and  their  ufe  in  the  creation,  with  the  neceffity  of  ftudying 
their  metamorphofes,  &c.  as  a branch  of  economics ; feeing  that  it  is  in  their  date  of  Larvae,  or 
Caterpillars,  that  they  are  mod  deflru&ive.  See  in  Dr.  Anderfon's  Literary  Journal  called  “ The 
Bee,”  Vol.  XVII.  pagd  193, — a Paper  on  the  mod  ftriking  and  curious  Phenomena  of  Natural 
Hidory,  by  Arcticus, 


S; 


Thefe 


INTRODUCTION. 


vlii 

Tli cfe  Letters  were  originally  written  in  French;  but  the  Editor, 
confcious  of  his  inability  to  add  his  part  in  the  lively  elegant  ffile  of  the 
amiable  Writer,  was  obliged  to  throw  the  whole  into  Englifh  ; fo  that,  of 
courfe,  he  alone  muft  be  the  objedt  of  criticifm. 


Firft  Imperial  Corps  of  Noble  Cadets  in  St.  Peterfburg, 
Augujl  19,  1801. 


M.  GUTHRIE. 


The  Map  of  the  Tour  is  compofcd  from  the  lateft  and  heft 
Ruffian  Charts;  and  we  have  diftinguifhed  the  Anticnt,  Middle  Age,  and 
Modern  names  of  places,  by  different  modes  explained  on  the  Map. 

A (ketch  of  the  oppofite  or  Southern  coafi:  of  the  Euxine  is  given  from 
d’Anville’s  Anticnt  Geography,  to  complete  the  Tour  of  that  Sea,  when 
treating  of  the  anticnt  commerce  between  the  Greek  colonies,  and  of  the 
Indian  trade  by  the  Cyrus  and  Phafis, 
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bofom  of  the  rocks  ; with  Catherine’s  regulations  for  thofe  inftitutions 104. 
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account  of  Inkerman,  both  in  clallic  times,  and  in  the  Middle  Ages,  when  it  was  an  independent 
principality * 113 
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She  vifits  the  enchanting  valley  of  Baydar,  the  Tauric  Arcadia.  Defcribes  the  paftoral  life 
of  the  inhabitants,  and  admires  the  Tartar  Bucolic  pipe  amorgft  the  mountains  of  Baydar, 
which  file  had  found  to  harfli  elfewhere  ; and,  laftly,  hazards  fome  conjectures  on  ruins  that  the 
finds  there 1 16  ■■ 
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for  the  ruins  of  the  antient  city  of  Lagyra.  She  next  vifits  the  fine  vallies  of  Foras  and  Alupka 
(which  is  noted  for  its  ferpentine  rock  adorned  with  laurels),  and  then  pafles  the  village  of 
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fome  remarks  on  Ourfova  and  Partenik,  places  of  trade  in  antient  times;  as  well  as  Lambat,  on 
which  the  alfo  bellows  a few  words 122 

LETTER  XXXVIII. 

She  mentions  a curious  mountain  between  Lambat  and  Alufchta,  whofe  regularly-formed 
honey-combed  fragments  refemble  the  rye-bifcuits  or  rutks  of  the  Ruffian  foldiers  and  failors  ; 
exactly  like  a mountain  in  Ruffia,  which  has  for  that  reafon  acquired  the  name  of  Suharnay 
Gora,  or  the  hill  of  Rutks.  She  then  proceeds  to  the  valley  and  village  of  Alufchta,  once  a 
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together  127 
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fadt  of  another  native  of  the  Euxine  ilioie  never  vifiting  the  Taurida  in  his  flight,  though  often 
feen  in  Phanagoria,  clofe  by  it , ^ 

LETTER  XL1I. 
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another  of  equal  beauty.  Having  now  finithed  her  purpofed  furvey  of  the  South  coaft,  fhe 
remarks,  that  in  every  one  of  thefe  charming  vales  you  find  united  all  the  natural  beauties  which 
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Dead  Sea,  but  with  as  little  fuecefs  as  on  the  Chore  of  the  Putrid  Sea  two  clays  before.  She 
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the  fails  up  to  Cherfon,  where  the  ends  her  Tour Page  230 

LETTER  LXXV. 

The  Author,  being  mod  unexpectedly  obliged  to  winter  in  Nicolayef  on  the  Bog,  informs 
us  In  this  Letter,  of  her  intention  to  employ  her  leifure  hours  in  giving  a fketch  of  the  general 
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LETTER  I. 


From  Nicolayef  on  the  river  Bog — (the  Axiacus  of  the  AntientrJ 
in  the  Scythian  Defect. 

We  LL,  here  am  I in  old  Scythia,  after  a journey  of  2,000 
verfts1,  without  accident,  from  our  houfe  in  Petcrfburg  to  Nico- 
layef on  the  Bog.  We  have  been  received  by  the  worthy  Admiral 
MorcLwinoff  and  his  lady  with  much  kindnefs,  and  even  friend- 
fhip.  They  are  a worthy  couple,  whofe  noble  fimplicity  of  man- 
ners banifhes  all  ceremony,  and  makes  the  wearied  traveller  think 
himfelf  at  home  in  the  hofpitable  manfion  of  the  Euxine  com- 
mander. 


1 A verft  contains  500  Britifh  fathoms. 
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I have,  however,  been  warmly  chidden  for  not  bringing  our  little 
girl  with  me,  as  was  expedted  ; indeed,  the  Admiral  and  other 
friends  had  been  faying  fo  many  flattering  things  of  her  to  Lady 
Mordwinoff,  that  fhe  feemed  really  difappointed,  from  the  idea 
that  her  fprightly  frolics  would  have  enlivened  the  little  fociety  of 
the  Defert ; fo  that  I was  obliged  to  tell  the  truth,  and  lay  all  the 
blame  on  my  lord  and  mafter  (as  you  faucy  hufbands  would  fain  be 
called).  However,  to  enable  you  to  make  your  defence,  I fhall 
give  you  the  accufation  in  the  precife  terms  that  were  ufed  ; viz. 
that  you  had  declared,  with  all  the  gravity  and  emphafis  of  Hip- 
pocrates, that  you  could  not  part  with  both  mother  and  daughter 
at  once  ; although  it  was  neceffary  that  we  lhould  be  feparated  for 
a time,  and  that  Mamma  muft  fly  to  the  South  for  the  recovery  of 
her  health,  deeply  injured  by  too  clofe  an  attention  to  her  daughter’s 
education.  — Such  was  the  oracle  which  fent  me  to  the  fhores  of  the 
Euxine. 

I muft  now  begin  my  promifed  talk,  of  making  you  acquainted 
with  all  my  travels  ; and  recording  all  my  obfervations,  juft  as 
they  arife,  good,  bad,  or  indifferent ; for,  as  they  are  intended 
only  to  amufe  my  own  family  and  friends,  you  lliall  have  them 
without  referve  or  deliberation,  and  coloured,  moft  probably,  by 
the  complexion  of  my  mind  at  the  time  ; fo  that  you  may  expert 
a fort  of  moral  rainbow  on  paper,  and  may  judge  of  my  health’s 
progreflive  re-eftablifhment  by  the  gradual  difappearance  of  the 
darker  fhades.  Were  every  traveller  equally  ingenuous,  one  might 
eafily  account  for  the  bilious  tints  in  feveral  Tours,  which  have  fo 
defervedly  offended  the  natives  of  the  countries  vifited,  and  made 
them  equally  dread  the  extremes  of  the  barometer,  in  exalting  the 
head  of  a Frenchman  to  wanton  farcafms,  or  deprefling  the  fpirits 
of  an  Engliihman  to  cauftic  remarks.  The  Sirocco  of  Italy  has 
produced  many  a philippic,  or  1 am  much  miftaken.  Smollett, 
and  feveral  more  of  your  countrymen,  muft  have  written  under 
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its  influence,  or  have  revifcd  their  Tours,  on  their  return  home, 
in  the  gloomy  month  of  November. 

To  begin  then  : — I lhall  not  drag  you  with  me  through  the  bad 
roads  of  Great  Ruflia  at  this  feafon  of  the  year,  as  I know  there 
can  be  nothing  new  to  you  thus  far  ; but  fhall  take  you  up  (on 
promife  of  good  behaviour)  at  the  confines  of  Little  Ruflia,  with 
which  you  are  lefs  acquainted. 

Our  journey  from  thence  was  pleafing  and  interefting.  How 
agreeably  was  I furprized  to  fee  the  advanced  Rate  of  agriculture  as 
we  travelled  fouth wards,  and  to  find  this  mighty  empire,  which, 
I own,  judging  from  its  vaft  extent,  I fuppofed  to  be  thinly 
peopled,  covered  with  populous  villages  and  waving  corn,  all  the 
way  from  Tula  to  Kurfk  ! At  the  firft  of  thefe  cities  I found  your 
old  acquaintance,  and  fellow-traveller  to  the  Black  Sea,  General 
Kafkine,  prefiding  over  the  county  as  Governor  General  ; and  at 
the  fecond,  another  acquaintance.  General  Beklechef,  in  the  fame 
capacity  for  the  two  provinces  of  Kurfk  and  Orel : a lucky  circum- 
ftance  for  me,  as  their  authority  and  kind  civilities  were  of  the 
greateft  fervice,  not  only  in  making  my  fhort  flay  in  their  govern- 
ment more  agreeable,  but  likewife  in  protecting  me  againft  the 
impofition  of  the  poft,  which  has  of  late  become  fuch  a grievance 
on  this  road,  as  to  induce  your  friend  Dr.  Pallas  and  his  family  to  go 
round  by  Woronetz,  inftead  of  accompanying  me  by  the  ordinary 
route  ; fo  much  was  his  indignation  excited  by  the  impofitions  prac- 
tifed  upon  him  laft  year  on  his  way  to  Peterfburg,  after  his  furvey 
of  the  Taurida,  to  which  he  is  now  returning  for  ever.  An  anec- 
dote of  that  famous  naturalift,  occafioned  by  this  impofition,  de- 
ferves  to  be  mentioned  : — it  fo  much  augmented  the  expence  of  his 
route  to  Peterfburg  above  the  ufual  calculation,  that  his  money  only 
carried  him  as  far  as  Tula,  where  he  was  obliged  to  remain  fo  long 
waiting  a frefh  fupply,  that  he  had  fufficient  leifure  to  write  the 
account  of  the  Taurida,  or  Crimea,  which  he  publifhed  laft  year, 
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on  his  arrival  in  the  capital,  by  order  of  the  Emprefs  Catherine 
the  Second  ! 

It  would  be  difficult  to  find  a country  more  fertile,  more 
thickly  covered  with  various  productions,  or  better  calculated 
to  give  delight,  than  the  very  trabt  complained  of,  if  one’s  temper 
were  not  ruffled  by  the  aforefaid  impofitions  of  the  lfwidchiks1 2* 
Having  learned,  however,  that  thefe  infolent  peafants  are  the  riched 
in  the  Empire,  I mud  acknowledge  that  this  information  put  me 
into  better  humour,  as  1 recolleCted  that  in  every  kingdom  where 
I have  travelled,  there  is  no  paffing  through  a rich  manufacturing 
country  like  this,  without  feeling  a little  of  the  infolence  of  wealth. 
It  is  ridiculous  to  be  hurt  at  a common  occurrence  founded  on  the 
nature  of  man,  and  originating  in  the  happinefs  of  fo  valuable  and 
ufeful  a clafs  of  civil  fociety. 

What  quantities  of  fine  fruit,  what  charming  woods,  iiv  all  this 
traCt,  but  more  particularly  in  the  Ukraine,  where  you  find  the 
climate  and  late  abundance  of  France,  before  modern  Philofophy 
beat  the  plow  fhares  into  fwords  and  pikes  ! — Here  you  have  ex- 
cellent apples,  pears,  and  plumbs,  at  one  copeck  (little  more  than 
an  Englifh  farthing)  for  50  ; the  fined  melons  and  arbul'cs  at  one 
copeck  each,  and  you  pafs  whole  fields  of  them  on  each  fide  of  the 
road *,  but  what  we  found  comparatively  dear  (to  fhew  you  that 
every  thing  in  this  world  is  appreciated  by  comparifon)  were,  ten 
fine  large  bergamot  pears  at  one  copeck  the  whole  ten,  and  as  many 
extremely  large  apples,  of  a fine  fort,  at  two  copecks,  which  would 
cod  as  many  roubles  at  our  table  in  Peterfburg  : jud  one  hundred 
times  the  price. 

In  fhort,  my  dear  friend,  all  the  necefifaries,  and  fome  even  of 
the  fuperfluities  of  life,  are  procured  here  for  a mere  trifle,  in  com- 

1 Letters  and  drivers  of  poft-horfes,  commonly  the  ordinary  peafants  of  the  country  in  theip 
village  drefs,  who  in  their  turns  furnifh  horfcs  at  a fixed,  price  and  drive  them  ; but  ways  were 
found  to  evade  the  Empref&s  regulated  price  iu  her  lad  years,  and  travellers  fuifered  greatly. 

6 parifon. 
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parifon  with  what  they  cod  in  the  Northern  Capital ; fo  that  the 
whole  expence  in  24  hours  (podage  excepted)  of  my  whole  com- 
pany, confiding,  as  you  know,  of  three  within  the  coach,  and  my 
faithful  guard  without,  was  only  one  rouble,  although  we  ate 
fruit  like  feamen  after  a long  voyage  ; and,  indeed,  I think  a ten 
years  refidence  in  the  latitude  of  60  puts  us  nearly  on  a footing  with 
them  ; for,  although  we  are  not  wholly  deprived  of  the  more  com- 
mon gifts  of  Pomona,  ftill  we  can  difpute  with  them  an  appetite 
for  her  choiced  dainties. 

Kremenchuk,  however,  qualified  our  admiration  of  the  country  and 
its  rich  productions  ; for,  from  that  city  to  this,  a Scythian  or  Tar- 
tar would  have  travelled  over  the  Defert  (Jlept ) with  much  more 
enjoyment  than  your  Cara  Spofa, 

M.  G. 


LETTER  II. 


Front  the  New  Ruffian  City  off  Nicolayeff. 

This  city  was  founded  in  1789,  in  the  angle  formed  by  the 
rivers  Bog  3 and  Ingul.  The  firft  of  thefe  is  a river  to  which  the 
Ruffians  have  a very  ancient  claim,  as  an  object  of  their  pagan 
worfhip  in  their  heathen  date  ; nay,  it  even  feems  to  have  had  the 


3 I {hall  hereafter  give  my  reafons  for  fuppofing  the  Bog  to  be  the  Axiacus  of  the  Ancients,, 
inftead  of  the  Hypanis,  according  to  fome  modern  geographers  : and  as  to  the  Ingul,  it  evidently 
appears  to  be  the  Chrobyzes  of  antiquity.  See  the  Map,  for  all  the  ancient  and  modern  names  of 
the  rivers  and  cities  on,  this  coaft. 


honour 


6 


A TOUR  THROUGH  THE  TAURIDA,  Ac. 

honour  of  giving  name  to  the  true  God,  called  Bog  in  the  Ruffian 
language  4. 

Nicolayef  has  feveral  advantages  not  poffeiTed  by  Cherfon,  which 
has  been  partly  abandoned  for  the  new  city,  not  only  on  account  of 
its  fuperior  falubrity,  but  likewife  for  its  eafier  accels  by  water  for 
veflels  of  all  kinds  ; for  while  different  winds  are  neceffary  to  lay 
up  the  various  reaches  or  turns  of  the  Dnieper  as  far  as  Cherfon, 
a fingle  wind  fuffices  to  carry  a lhip  up  to  the  anchorage  below  Ni- 
colayef. When  you  add  to  thefe  reafons  the  very  weighty  one  of 
being  obliged  to  carry  down  every  new  lhip  to  the  fea  on  camels  s, 
from  want  of  depth  in  the  water,  you  will  fee  the  wifdom  of 
transferring  the  naval  eftablilhment  of  the  Euxine  from  Cherfon  to 
Nicolayef. 

Our  hofpitable  landlord,  conflantly  occupied  in  his  important 
duties,  brings  to  my  mind  the  fingular  fa<5t,  that  it  was  his  father, 
Admiral  Mordwinoff,  who  compoied  or  arranged  the  Reglemsnt  for 
the  Baltic  fleet ; and  his  amiable  and  able  fon,  of  the  fame  rank, 
who  drew  up  that  for  the  Euxine  fleet,  which  he  now  commands 
in  chief,  although  he  is  obliged  to  dwell  afhore,  to  diietSf  the  Ad- 
miralty and  all  the  maritime  preparations  carrying  on  here. 

Nicolayef  (lands  on  -the  left  bank  of  the  river  Ingul,  75  verfls 
from  the  Black  Sea  ; and  is  built  in  the  form  of  a crefcent  on  a gentle 
acclivity  which  riles  towards  the  Bog,  and  from  which  it  is  not 

4 See  Dr.  Guthrie’s  Ruffian  Antiquities,  page  66. 

5 Thefe  camels  are  a kind  of  large  flat-bottomed  wooden  cradles,  in  .which  veflels  of  great  bur- 
then, built  at  Peterlburg  and  Cherfon,  are  carried  over  the  banks  or  bars  into  deep  water,  although 
there  is  not  fufficient  depth  for  a thip  of  half  the  fize  without  luch  aid.  They  form  a hollow 
cradle  when  united,  but  feparate  longitudinally  from  Item  to  item  for  the  convcniency  of  linking 
one  half  under  each  fide  of  the  lhip,  merely  by  opening  a plug  and  letting  the  water  into  them  j 
and  then,  on  pumping  it  out  again,  the  huge  machine  (tied  together  under  the  veflel’s  bottom  at 
flemandflern)  rifes  majeftically  to  the  furface,  earning  on  its  hollow  back  a lmndred-gun  lhip 
like  a boat.  In  this  manner  all  our  fliips  of  the  line  are  floated  over  every  obftru&ion,  in  either 
the.Neva  or  Dnieper,  down  to  Cronftadt  in  the  firft  inftance,  and  to  the  Black  Sea  in  the  fecond, 
a«d  arc  fecured  from  overfetting  by  the  breadth  of  the  float,  and  the  dwarf-like  jury-mafts  fet 
i up  for  the  fliort  paflhgc  to  the  port  where  they  are  rigged,  armed,  and  victualled. 
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diftant  above  one  verft,  being  placed,  as  faid  before,  exa£tly  in  the 
angle  formed  by  the  junction  of  the  two  rivers. 

The  ftreets  are  remarkably  long,  broad,  and  flraight  ; eight  of 
them  interfedl  one  another  at  right  angles,  and  may  contain  about 
600  houfes  ; befides  200  cottages  and  femblankies  (habitations  un- 
der ground)  in  the  fuburbs,  inhabited  by  failors,  foldiers,  &c. 
There  are  likewife  fome  handfome  public  buildings,  fuch  as  the 
Admiralty,  with  a long  line  of  magazines,  work-ihops,  &c.  be- 
longing to  it,  placed  all  along  the  bank  of  the  Ingul,  with  the  wet 
and  dry  docks ; in  fhort,  every  neceflary  department  for  the  build- 
ing, rigging,  and  victualling  of  fhips  of  war,  from  a firft  rate 
down  to  a Hoop  : a proof  of  which  is,  that  a veffel  of  90  guns  was 
launched  here  laft  year.  However,  as  mod  places  have  fome  dif- 
ad vantages  from  local  pofition,.  Nicolayef  feems  to  labour  under  the 
following  : — 

Firft,  that  of  being  placed  in  the  Scythian  defert,  where  no 
wood  ever  grew  (except  a few  planted  trees  on  the  banks  of  rivers) 
fince  the  Ruftian  conqueft  : it,  of  courfe,  muft  be  fupplied  with 
timber  for  fhip-building,  &c*.  from  a great  diftance  ; and,  as  the 
beft  oak  comes  down  the  Dnieper,  it  muft  afterwards  make  the 
tour  by  fea,  and  mount  the  Bog  to  fupply  the  docks  in  activity  here. 
The  fame  remark. applies  to  all  the  other  naval  materials  and  ftore9, 
fuch  as  hemp,  iron,  fail- cloth,  &c.  &c.  which  muft  greatly  aug- 
ment the  expence  of  conftrudtion  ; and  I cannot  omit  another  very 
cflential  want,  viz.  that  of  good  water,  which  muft  be  brought 
from  fprings  about  a mile  from  the  city  by  oxen,  which,  however, 
coft  little  in  keeping  on  grafly  plains,  where  hay  may  be  had  for 
the  trouble  of  cutting  ; ft>  that  it  is  of  little  inconvenience  to  the 
inhabitants  in  general,  although  the  poor  may  lufferin  fome  decree, 
and  it  muft  take  time  to  water  a fleet,  as  both  the  Bog  and  Ingul  are 
Gommonly  brackifh,  though  from  what  caufe  1 will  not  take  upon 
me  to  determine,  but  leave  it.  to  you  phyficians  to  decide,  whether 
the  fea  is  near  enough  to  have  that  effedf,  efpecially  on  the  Ingul ; 

or: 
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or  whether  it  proceeds  from  the  faline  impregnation  fo  remarkable 
in  fome  of  thefe  ftepts  or  deferts,  as  I fhall  have  cccafion  to  fhew  in 
my  future  letters,  when  we  vifit  diftricts  where  its  effects  are  vifible, 
and  conftitute  a fource  of  wealth  to  the  paftoral  inhabitants. 

But  to  return  to  my  prefent  place  of  refidence,  of  which  I have 
not  yet  finifhed  the  defeription.  The  public  buildings  before  men- 
tioned, with  a pretty  church,  and  even  a number  of  private  houfes, 
are  conftructed  of  a fine  white  calcareous  ftone  full  of  fhells,  which 
is  foft  when  firft  cut  out  of  the  quarry,  though  it  afterwards  hardens 
in  the  air,  like  one  that  we  have  in  Peterfburg  from  the  neighbour- 
hood of  the  palace  of  Gatchina.  The  reft  of  the  houfes  are  of 
wood,  brought,  as  faid  above,  all  the  way  from  White  Ruflia  down 
the  Dnieper,  which  renders  it  fo  dear,  that  the  burning  of  lime 
comes  too  high,  and  forces  the  inhabitants  to  ufe  (inftead  of  mor- 
tar) for  their  ftone  buildings  a fpecies  of  calcareous  yellow  clay 
(argilla),  which,  they  pretend,  not  only  retains  humidity  for  a long- 
time, but  even  abforbs  it  again  when  once  dry  ; nay,  fome  likewile 
attribute  the  fame  dangerous  qualities  to  the  calcareous  ftone  itfelf ; 
fo  that  they  think  their  houfes  unhealthy  for  a certain  number  of 
years.  However,  without  entering  into  fuch  difeuffions,  which, 
as  faid  before,  I leave  all  to  you  as  part  of  your  favourite  inquiries,  I 
can  only  afifure  you,  that  I paffed  a winter  in  one  of  thofe  manfions  of 
recent  conftrudtion,  without  either  feeling  or  perceiving  the  effects 
of  humidity,  although  my  delicate  frame  is  become  of  late  a fort 
of  animai  hygrometer. 

Some  of  the  private  houfes,  however,  are  cemented  with  lime, 
notwithftanding  its  price,  in  confequence  of  the  prevailing  idea  juft 
mentioned  as  attached  to  its  common  lubftitute ; and  1 think  the 
money  well  beftowed,  if  it  keeps  the  mind  of  the  proprietor  in 
health,  whatever  advantage  it  may  render  to  his  body. 

The  number  of  inhabitants,  failors  and  foldiers  included,  may 
amount  to  about  10,000;  fuch,  at  leaft,  is  the  information  given  to 
Yours,  &c,  M.  G. 
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P.  S.  [By  the  Editor.]  It  is  with  pleafure  I fee  that  one  of  the 
--greateft  wants  of  this  city  is  in  a fair  way  of  being  removed  ; I mean 
the  want  of  fuel ; fince  coal  has  been  difcovered  in  fuch  a fituation 
as  to  be  conveyed  by  water  to  Nicolayef  at  a moderate  price,  more 
efpecially  if  government  and  merchant-veffels  take  it  in  as  ballad 
in  their  voyages  to  the  fea  of  Azof,  as  it  comes  down  the  Donetz 
and  Don  to  the  city  of  that  name. 

Mrs.  G.  wrote  in  winter  the  following  note  : 

“ I am  now  fitting  at  a cheerful  fire  made  with  the  very  coals 
« mentioned  in  my  fecond  letter  in  fummer.’' 


LETTER  III. 


From  Nicolayaf. 

This  new  city  is  fituated,  as  already  faid,  literally  in  the  Wilds 
of  Scythia  (or  Tartary,  if  you  like  the  modern  better  than  the  an- 
cient name)  ; for  it  is  furrounded  on  all  fides  by  dreary  open  deferts, 
which  only  differ  from  thofe  of  Arabia  in  being  covered  with  grafs 
inftead  of  fand ; while  both  are  inhabited  in  all  ages  by  roving 
hordes  of  horfemen,  which  refemble  one  another  in  difpofition  and 
mode  of  life  ; in  a word,  the  fhepherds  of  holy  writ,  ready  at  all 
times,  if  able,  to  over-run  and  plunder  men  aflembled  in  civil  fo* 
ciety,  living  peaceably  and  comfortably  in  fixed  habitations.  The 
power,  however,  of  the  Turkifh  and  Ruffian  Empires  has  kept 
them  within  bounds  for  ages,  and  made  it  their  intereft  to  live  in 
peace  with  their  warlike  neighbours  ; as  they  are  then  fure  not  to  be 

C m defied 
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molefted  in  their  grafFy  deferts,  while  they  can  occafionally  eten 
obtain  luxuries  from  plunder,  by  accompanying  the  armies  of  the 
two  empires  in  the  frequent  wars  of  the  Weftern  and  Northern 
countries.  Some  fpots,  indeed,  near  Nicolayef,  are  beginning  to 
put  on  the  appearance  of  cultivation,  in  confequence  of  the  per- 
levering  efforts  of  the  worthy  chief,  who  (trains  every  nerve  to  fub- 
due  theftubborn  foil,  and  overcome  natural  difficulties ; the  greateft 
of  which  feems  to  be,  its  ftony  hardnefs,  never  having  been  turned 
up  from  the  beginning  of  the  world,  at  lea  ft  within  the  records  of 
hiftory,  and  always  frequented  by  fhepherds  who  neither  fow  nor 
reap.  I went  to-day  with  Lady  Mordwinoff  and  family,  on  horfe- 
back,  to  fee  a little  Turkifh  colony  a few  verfts  from  hence,  con- 
fifting  of  about  a hundred  fouls,  w’th  a Turkifh  naval  officer  at 
their  head.  This  gentleman,  called  Salih  Aga,  was  fent  by  the  fa- 
mous Capitain  Baihaw,  Hafan  Pallia,  to  tranfa£b  fome  bufinefs 
with  the  Field-Marfhal  Prince  Potemkin,  then  commanding  the 
Ruffian  armies  ; during  which  time  he  had  the  misfortune  to  lofe 
his  protestor,  then  Grand  Vizier  ; and,  as  he  was  fure  that  on  his 
return  he  fhould  be  perfecuted  by  the  numerous  enemies  of  the  de- 
ceafed  rainifter,  as  well  as  of  thofe  of  the  Hofpodar  of  Wallachia 
Prince  Nicolas  Marvoine,  juft  beheaded,  who  had  equally  protected 
him,  he  took  the  wife  refolution  to  keep  his  own  head  on  his 
fhoulders  by  remaining  in  Ruffia,  and  was  made  a Brigadier  Gene- 
ral in  the  naval  fervice  of  her  Imperial  Majefty. 

This  little  colony  is  pleafantly  fituated  on  the  Ingul,  and  well 
lodged  in  fnug  ftone  houfes,  with  the  free  exercife  of  their  religion, 
cuftoms,  &c. ; as  we  foon  perceived  by  their  manner  of  living,  and 
by  a handfome  little  mofque  ; in  fliort,  they  feem  to  be  in  a very 
comfortable  thriving  ftate,  and  the  Turks  are  much  better  cultiva- 
tors than  I expected  to  find  them.  But  their  chief,  Salih  Aga,  is 
really  a fort  of  prodigy  for  a difciple  of  Mahomet,  on  account  of 
his  eafy  polifhed  manners,  and  his  proficiency  in  the  principal 
European  languages,  among  the  reft  in  Englifh,  in  which  we  con- 
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verfed  with  him.  Perceiving  that,  as  an  inquifitive  traveller,  I was 
curious  to  know  fomething  of  the  hiflory  of  a Turk  poffeffmg  ac- 
quirements held  in  contempt  by  his  nation  in  general,  and  even 
regarded  with  horror  by  bigoted  Muffulmen,  as  againft  the  precepts 
of  the  Koran,  he  had  the  politenefs  to  give  us  the  following  ac- 
count of  himfelf  in  Engliih,  which  all  the  company  underftood  6. 

He  told  us,  that  having  a ftrong  delire  to  fee  the  world,  and  to  aq- 
quire  more  knowledge  than  is  cuftomarily  gained  at  home,  he  Role 
out  of  Turkey  by  the  connivance  of  the  late  liberal  Hafan  Pacha 
(the  great  friend  of  Sir  Robert  Ainflie,  and  the  nation  he  repre- 
sented), and  vifited  Italy,  France,  and  Great  Britain,  where  he 
cultivated  the  acquaintance  of  men  of  information,  and  thereby 
acquired  fome  portion  himfelf,  together  with  the  language  of  each 
nation  wherein  he  made  any  flay.  In  a few  years  his  protedtor, 
the  Capitain  Bafhaw,  having  made  his  peace  with  the  Porte, 
engaged  him  to  finilh  his  travels,  and  return  home  as  one  of 
his  Aids-du-Camp,  on-board  the  fleet;  an  offer  which  Salih 
Aga  embraced  with  gratitude  and  joy,  and  ferved  ever  after 
under  his  enlightened  chief,  till  fent  by  him  on  the  above  men- 
tioned commiflion  to  Prince  Potemkin ; during  which  interval 
he  had  the  misfortune  to  lofe  his  patron  and  all  his  hopes  of  prefer- 
ment, nay  even  his  fafety ; for  he  well  knew,  that  on  returning  to 
his  native  country  he  thou  Id  fall  avidtim  to  the  bigoted  zealots,  who 
had  long  wilhed  to  ruin  him,  if  they  had  dared  to  attack  a man  ho- 
noured with  Hafan’s  friendfhip. 

Admiral  Mordwinoff  has  likewife  a thriving  plantation  and  a 
pretty  country  feat  at  a fhort  diftance  from  the  city,  where  I have 
already  in  fome  meafure  fatisfled  my  longing  for  grapes  gathered  with 
my  own  handi  from  the  vine , and  that  before  letting  out  for  the 
' Taurida , the  conftant  objedt  of  my  eager  defire,  where  I was  to  feaft 

6 Lady  Mordwinoff  and  her  brother,  Colonel  (now  General)  Cobly,  are  Engliih,  and  Admi- 
ral Mordwinoff  l'peaks  the  language  like  a native ; he  has  likewife  fome  Britifli  officers  about  him 
belonging  to  the  Ruffian  fleet, 
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on  the  rich  vineyards  of  Soudak  ; fo  that,  my  good  friend,  I per- 
ceive every  day  more  and  more  clearly  what  I had  long  fufpedted, 
that  a lively  imagination  fo  greatly  exaggerates  every  earthly  enjoy- 
ment beforehand,  that  we  are  conftantly  difappointed  when  we 
attain  our  wifhes.  Were  it  not  for  the  picturefque  beauties  of  that 
celebrated  peninfula,  and  the  ancient  ruins  that  it  contains,  I 
already  feel  that  the  grapes  of  Soudak  would  not  carry  me  a hun- 
dred verfts  farther. 

This  little  feat  would  of  itfelf  fuffice  to  refute  a prevalent  opi- 
nion, that  trees  will  not  grow  in  this  country , an  idea  certainly  erro- 
neous when  applied  without  attention  to  local  fituation  ; for,  al- 
though, as  I before  told  you,  the  earth  is  as  hard  as  if  baked  by  the 
ardent  fummer  fun  through  a long  fucceflion  of  ages,  infomuch  that 
young  trees  only  find  a lodgement  of  a few  inches  on  the  furface, 
covered  with  a very  thin  coat  of  vegetable  earth  formed  by  the  an- 
nual decay  of  the  grafs,  and  are  fure  to  perifh  when  their  roots  have 
penetrated  this  foft  fhell  and  come  in  contadt  with  the  ftony  earth 
that  lies  below  it,  impenetrable  even  to  the  fpade  in  feeble  hands  ; I 
fay,  that  though  all  this  is  literally  true,  yet  it  is  not  applicable 
to  the  banks  of  rivers,  where,  on  the  contrary,  we  fee  a number 
of  villages  on  both  the  Bog  and  the  Ingul,  furrounded  by  thriving 
plantations,  efpecially  one  named  Chervonfa,  eight  verfts  from  Ni- 
colayef,  founded  after  the  peace  of  Kainardgi  by  fugitive  Greeks 
from  Moldavia  and  Wallachia,  who  dreaded  the  vengeance  of  the 
offended  Turks  if  they  returned  to  thofe  tributary  provinces  after 
(hewing  a partiality  to  the  Ruffians  during  the  war.  But  the  growth 
of  trees  is  not  even  confined  to  the  banks  of  the  larger  rivers  ; for 
every  rivulet  in  the  Defert  has  its  village  and  plantation  to  adorn  its 
courfe  ; and,  what  is  Rill  more,  the  Defert  itfelf  may  be  made  to 
rear  them  by  the  foltering  care  of  man ; but  in  that  cafe  he  muft 
not  only  cut  a deep  hole  in  the  ftubborn  earth,  and  fill  it  with  mould 
to  receive  his  young  plants,  but  he  muft  guard  and  water  them  him- 
felf?  as  heaven  fometimes  refufes  a drop  for  a whole  feafon.  Thus 

have 
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have  I entered  rather  at  length  into  this  fubjedt,  fo  often  agitated,, 
though  fo  feldom  confidered  in  the  proper  point  of  view,  to  ex- 
plain what  feems  fo  ftrange  to  travellers,  viz.  that  immenfe  plains 
•which  produce  fuch  luxuriant  grafs , will  not  produce  wood ; and  I de- 
clare that  they  never  can  in  their  prefent  hate  of  management ; for 
even  fuppofe  that  the  hardened  earth  did  not  refufe  a lodgement  for 
the  roots  of  trees,  Jftill  I do  not  fee  how  it  would  be  poflible  for  wood 
to  grow  on  the  plains  of  Scythia,  for  the  following  reafons  : 

Firft,  the  nomade  Tartars  and  their  flocks  would  either  trample 
down  or  crop  the  young  plants  every  fpring,  as  they  appeared  above 
the  ground  ; nay,  even  if  they  efcaped  this  vernal  danger,  fure  de- 
ftrudtion  would  await  them  in  autumn,  when  the  Tartars  regularly 
fet  fire  to  the  parched  grafs,  to  confume,  as  they  fay,  the  remaining 
(talks,  become  as  thick  and  (tiff  as  ftubble,  and  which  would  other- 
wife  prevent  the  riflng  of  the  tender  grafs  in  fpring,  which  pufhes 
up  readily  from  the  manuring  effects  of  the  afihes , the  only  fpec.ies 
of  cultivation  beftowed  on  the  Scythian  defert  fince  the  creation,  ex- 
cept on  the  borders  of  fuch  rivers  as  overflow  their  banks  yearly, 
and  thereby  prepare  foil  for  the  hufbandman  without  the  labour  of 
his  hands.  Now,  my  dear  Sir,  if  to  the  difadvantages  pointed  out 
above,  you  will  add  the  terrible  drought  to  which  thele  plains  are 
fubjedt  every  fecond  or  third  feafon,  I think  you  mult  agree  with 
me.  that  the  real  wonder  would  be,  to  fee  ivood  on  the  Tartarian 
fiepts  ; for  fuch  is  the  true  name  of  the  Scythian  defert  in  this  coun- 
try, and  the  information  concerning  it  colledted  by  your  very 
affectionate  M.  G. 


LETTER 
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LETTER  IV. 


From  the  river  Dniejler,  the  Tijras  of  the  Ancients. 

I SHALL  now  begin  my  promifed  defeription  of  the  ac- 
quifitions  of  Rulfia  by  the  peace  of  Kainardgi  and  Jaffy,  at  the  new- 
frontier  of  the  two  Empires,  the  river  Dnieder  ; the  right  bank 
of  which  belongs  to  the  Turks,  and  its  left  to  the  Ruffians  ; a mod 
excellent  boundary,  as  the  whole  breadth  of  the  river  lies  between 
them,  to  prevent  the  quarrels  which  ill  defined  limits  fo  often 
produce  between  jealous  neighbouring  dates. 

I certainly  need  not  make  any  apology  for  my  filence  on  my  way 
from  Nicolayef  hither  ; as  you  will  eafily  perceive,  that  I chofe  to  be- 
gin my  defeription  of  the  new  dominions  of  Rulfia  at  their  Wedern 
frontier,  and  to  treat  of  them  regularly  all  the  way  along  the  coad 
of  the  Black  Sea  or  Euxine,  as  I travel  llowly  Ealhvard  ; till  I arrive 
at  the  river  Cuban,  the  Verdanus  of  the  Ancients,  where  my  Tour 
will  end,  with  the  Ruffian  Empire  in  that  direction  ; and  complcat 
my  project  of  vifiting  all  the  late  ceded  countries,  at  lead  the  mari- 
time fide  of  them,  infinitely  the  molt  valuable  and  intereding,  from 
their  being  anciently  almolt  covered  with  Greek  colonies,  where- 
ever  a river,  or  a good  lea-port,  invited  mercantile  adventurers, 
and  encouraged  commerce. 

Previous  to  entering  into  particulars,  however,  either  with  regard 
to  the  ancient  edablilhments  on  the  Euxine,  or  the  prefent  date  of 
the  fpots  which  they  occupied,  permit  me  to  remark,  that  this  lad 
tract  of  country  ceded  at  the  peace  of  Jaffy,  from  the  Dniejler  to 
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the  Bog , is  by  no  means  fo  infignificant  an  acqoifition  to  RufTia  as 
fome  people  pretend  ; fince  thefe  deferts,  as  they  are  called,  are  far 
from  being  without  their  ufe  to  a fovereign  having  paftoral  nations 
under  her  fceptre,  who  furnifh  mod  excellent  irregular  troops, 
always  equipped  for  war  without  expence,  and  ever  ready  to  march 
at  a day’s  warning,  as  they  find  in  thofe  graTy  plains  all  that  they 
wilh  and  want,  for  themfelves  and  their  flocks,  in  their  flying 
camps. 

The  Boudgatz  Kaia  (as  your  Englifh  maps  call  this  tracf)  made 
a part  of  the  primitive  Scythia  of  Herodotus  ',  and  ot  the  Little  Scy- 
thia7 8 of  Strabo,  in  which  a horde  of  that  nation,  the  Axiacce,  wandered 
in  the  days  of  the  Greek  hiftorian,  and  afterwards  the  Roxolani 
(probably  the  anceftors  of  its  prefent  maffersthe  Ruffians),  the  moft 
northerly  people  known  to  the  ancients.  Whatever  rank  this  new 
diftridf  may  hold  in  GEconomics,  there  can  be  little  doubt  of  its  po- 
litical importance  to  RufTia,  were  it  only  for  the  pofleffion  of  the 
important  fort  and  harbour  of  OchakofF,  the  key  to  both  the  Bog 
and  the  Dnieper,  rivers  of  great  confequence  and  utilitv  to  this 
part  of  the  empire  ; but  when  we  take  into  the  account  the  forti- 
fied port  and  town  of  Odeifa,  which  Her  Imperial  Majefty  is  con- 
ftrudting  in  the  Turkilh  creek  of  Adjebey,  farther  Well  towards  the 
Dniefter,  with  the  ftrong  holds  erecting  on  her  fide  of  that  river,  to 
fecure  the  new  barrier,  its  political  importance,  i think,  can 
fcarcely  be  denied  ; and  I will  even  venture  to  declare  it  a valuable 
acqnifition  to  a power  that  now  rides  triumphant  in  the  Black  Sea. 

In  my  next  letter  I fhalf  begin  to  be  more  particular  in  my  re- 
marks ; and  pray  remember,  that  I intend  to  put  a great  deal  of 
method  into  my  Tour,  juft  to  punifh  you  men  for  your  fneer  at  the 
charming  diforder  that  mufi  reign  in  the  narrative  of  a female  traveller ; 
piquing  your'.elves,  no  doubt,  on  the  charming  order  and  arrange- 
ment that  ever  reigns  around  the  lords  of  the  creation,  who  at  the 

7 Which  extended  from  the  Danube  to  the  Cafpian. 

8 Which  only  extended  from  the  Danube  to  Perecop,  the  Taphras  of  the  Greeks, 

fame 
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fame  time  cannot,  without  our  help,  even  arrange  their  own 
Rudies,  wherein  books,  charts,  and  manufcripts  difpute  the  floor 
and  duff,  and  never  know  the  comfort  of  a fnug  place  or  clean 
cover,  more  than  yourfelves,  except  when  we  take  compaflion  on 
both  ; at  leaft,  I can  anfwer  for  the  truth  of  my  remark  with  regard 
to  one  of  the  fpecies,  the  faucy  hulband  of  yours,  &c.  M.  G. 


LETTER  V. 


From  Ovid's  Tomb  on  the  Liman  of  the  Dniefter. 

X SHALL  now  begin  the  more  particular  account  of  this  coun- 
try at  the  New  Frontier,  as  I always  propofed  ; viz.  the  Dniefter, 
or  Tyras  of  the  Ancients,  on  which  Her  Imperial  Majefty  is  ere£t> 
ing  feveral  towns  and  forts. 

The  higheft:  of  thefe  towns  is  Gregorypol,  an  Armenian  colony  ; 
the  next  isTyrafopol,  oppofite  Bender,  a fort,  and  place  of  arms, 
or  arfenal,  for  the  whole  frontier,  evidently  fo  named  to  preferve 
the  antient  appellation  of  that  famous  river  ; and,  laftly,  (lie  is 
conftructing  a third  town  and  fort  on  the  Liman,  or  Gulph,  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Dniefter,  which  ilie  has  called  Ovidopol,  from  fo  cu- 
rious a circumftance,  that  it  deferves  to  occupy  the  reft  of  this 
letter,  as  it  has  employed  the  Ruffian  Antiquaries  for  fome  timepaft. 

It  was  in  digging  the  foundation  of  this  fort,  that  the  pioneers 
of  your  correfpondent  Brigadier  (now  Major  General)  Wollant, 
.the  able  engineer  employed  in  conftru&ing  all  thefe  new  forts, 
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difcovered,  at  the  depth  of  ten  feet  below  the  furface  of  the  ground, 
the  curious  Antique  Tomb,  of  which  he  fent  you  a Drawing9. 

It  was  compofed  of  five  pieces  of  a fpecies  of  brown  date,  or 
fchiftus,  two  feet  and  a half  fquare,  and  four  inches  thick  ; four  of 
which  formed  the  four  Tides  of  this  antique  coffin,  and  the  fifth  was 
laid  on  the  top  as  a cover  to  fhut  it  up.  At  each  end  flood  a fort  of 
vale  of  baked  clay,  and  on  its  top  a fepulchral  lamp  of  the  fame 
material  as  the  vafes. 

This  antique  urn  (as  the  Brigadier  called  it,  from  its  being  ap- 
plied to  the  purpofe  of  the  fepulchral  urns  of  the  ancients,  although 
certainly  its  form  is  very  different Ie)  contained  afhes  with  burned 
human  bones  ; and  in  the  midft  of  them  lay  a fmall  female  buft  of 
baked  clay,  three  inches  long,  and  of  exquifite  workmanfhip, 
although  apparently  formed,  while  wet,  with  the  bare  fingers, 
without  the  aid  of  an  inflrument,  as  the  impreffion  of  the  human 
fkin  is  ftill  vifible. 

The  buft  reprefents  a beautiful  woman,  (See  Plate  I.)  with  her 
hair  divided  on  the  forehead  into  two  knots  or  wreaths,  forming  toge- 
ther a kind  of  crefcent ; while  the  back  of  the  head  is  covered  with  a 
veil  of  light  exquifite  workmanfhip,  and  highly  finifhed. 

There  exift  two  opinions  refpedting  this  curious  monument  of 
antiquity.  The  firft,  which  is  that  of  the  difcoverer,  is,  that  the 
workmanfhip  is  Grecian,  and  the  figure,  probably,  a buft  of  the 
Tauric  Diana,  who  had  her  temple  in  the  Taurida,  at  no  very  great 
diftance,  and  who,  probably,  was  worfhipped  in  all  the  colonies 
on  this  fide  of  the  Euxine. 

This  opinion  the  Brigadier  endeavours  to  fupport, 

9 The  Editor  tranfmitted  the  Drawing  here  mentioned,  accompanied  by  a Paper  on  this 
curious  Tomb,  to  the  Society  of  Antiquaries  in  London  in  1795;  as  he  has  another  Paper  fince 
on  the  fame  fubject.  (See  Appendix,  No.  IV.  and  V.) 

10  The  tomb  above  deferibed  much  refembles  what  the  ancients  called  an  offuariura , a fort  of 
fquare  box,  in  which  they  tranfmitted  home  the  burnt  bones  and  allies  of  a perfon  who  died  abroad, 
when  they  were  to  be  depofited  in  his  own  country. 

Firft, 
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Firft,  by  the  ftile  of  the  workmanfhip,  as  juft  defcribed  ; fe- 
condly,  by  the  profile  being  Grecian  ; thirdly,  by  the  buft  being 
formed  with  the  fingers  from  wet  clay,  and  afterwards  baked, 
which,  he  fays,  was  a Grecian  pradlice  ; and,  fourthly,  by  the  hair 
being  formed  into  a crefcent , the  diftinguifhing  mark  of  Diana. 

Thefe  are  the  arguments  by  which  he  fupports  his  opinion  ; and 
he  might  have  added,  as  a confirmation  of  it,  that  the  banks  of  the 
Tyras,  as  far  up  as  it  is  navigable,  or  about  1 7 miles,  were  once 
covered  with  Greek  colonies  ; but  what  makes  greatly  in  favour  of 
his  hypothefis,  and  what  I am  furprifed  efcaped  him,  is,  the  three 
Greek  letters  which  I obferved  on  each  vafe  in  the  very  flketch  that 
he  fent  me,  AXIS.  In  fhort,  Monfieur  de  Wollant  concludes  his 
remarks  by  faying,  that  he  regards  the  fine  buft  in  queftion  as  a Pe- 
nates, or  houfhold  god,  buried  with  the  pious  pagan. 

In  my  next  I fhall  give  you  the  opinions  on  the  Roman  fide  of  the 
queftion  ; taking  it  for  granted,  that  you  make  it  a rule  to  hear 
both  fides  in  every  caufe  before  you  decide ; more  efpecially  as  it  is 
upon  the  ftrength  of  the  fecond  fet  of  arguments,  that  the  antique 
tomb  [fee  the  Engraving  below]  is  fufpedled  to  be  that  of 
Ovid,  and  that  the  new  fort  and  city  has  been  named  Ovidopot, 
or  the  city  of  Ovid. 


a.  Vafes  of  baked  earth,  3 feet 
high. 

1.  Lamp  of  baked  earth,  unglazed, 

c.  Depofitory  of  the  burnt  bones. 

d.  Schiftous  ftones,  forming  the 

tomb  j each  done  being  about 
2f  feet  fquare,  and  4 inches 
thick. 
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LETTER  VI. 


From  the  New  City  of  Ovidopol. 

A S I obferved  in  my  laft  Letter,  another  fet  of  our  Ruffian  anti- 
quaries fufpedt  the  ancient  tomb  therein  mentioned  to  be  that  of 
the  unhappy  Roman  bard  Ovid,  who  died  in  exile  on  this  fhore  of 
the  Euxine,  although  it  is  generally  fuppofed  that  he  left  his  bones 
in  the  ancient  Greek  city  of  Tome,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Danube, 
which,  we  know,  was  the  place  of  his  baniihment,  as  every  letter 
in  his  famous  Trijlia  is  dated  from  it.  There  can  be  little  doubt  of 
the  fituation  of  Tome  being  where  I here  place  it,  as  its  pofition  is 
very  accurately  marked  by  the  poet  himfelf ; who  tells  us  in  the  fifth 
letter  of  his  third  book,  addreffed  to  Cotta  at  Rome,  that  this  city 
flood  exactly  where  the  IJier  (the  ancient  name  of  the  lower  part 
of  the  Danube)  empties  itfelf  into  the  Pontns  Euxinus,  or  Black 
Sea  ,x.  However,  as  it  does  not  neceffarily  follow  that  a man  muff 

11  I have  been  aflured  by  Brigadier  Wollant,  that  he  faw  ruins  of  ancient  buildings  on  one  of 
the  mouths  of  the  Danube,  called  St.  George’s  Canal,  five  verfts  below  the  city  of  Tulcza.  Mr. 
Scherer,  of  the  College  of  Juftice  in  St.  Petertburg,  tells  us,  however,  in  the  Firft  Volume 
(page  9.)  of  his  Annales  de  la  Petite  Ruffle,  tranflated  from  manufcripts  in  the  archives  of  Kioff, 
that  Ovid’s  tomb  exifts  fix  days  journey  from  the  Boryfthenes,  or  Dnieper,  in  a plain  where  an- 
cient ruins  are  ftill  feen,  bearing  the  following  infcription  ; 

Hie  fitus  eft  vates,  quem  divi  Caefaris  ira 
Augufti  Latio  cedere  juffit  humo, 

Saepe  mifer  voluit  patriis  occumbere  terris, 

Sed  fruftra  ! hunc  illi  fata  dedere  locum. 

We  have  to  regret  that  Mr.  Scherer  neglects  to  inform  us  in  what  direction  from  the  Dnieper, 
and  on  which  fide  of  it,  the  tomb  lay. 
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die  in  the  very  place  where  he  lived,  1 lhall  give  you  the  circum- 
ftances  on  which  the  opinion  is  founded  that  he  may  have  been 
interred  here. 

Firft,  becaul'e  the  Liman  of  the  Dniefter,  on  which  his  tomb 
was  found,  is  ftill  called,  by  the  natives  of  the  country,  Laculi 
Ovidoli,  or  the  lake  of  Ovid  ; and  theie  natives  are  known  to  be,  at 
leaft  in  part,  the  defendants  of  a Roman  colony  planted  by  Trajan 
on  the  Tyras,  or  Dniefter,  during  his  victorious  career. 

Secondly,  becaufe  the  little  buft,  when  fent  to  court,  and  com- 
pared with  the  noble  collection  of  antiques  in  the  pofteffion  of  Her 
Imperial  Majefty,  was  found  to  bear  a perfeCt  refemblance  to  the 
beautiful,  though  lubricious  Julia,  daughter  of  Auguftus,  among 
the  number  of  whofe  lovers  Ovid  is  fufpeCted  to  have  been  one  ; a. 
much  more  probable  caufe  for  her  father’s  anger,  and  the  poet’s 
exile,  than  the  ridiculous  reafon  fometimes  affigned  for  it,  viz.  the 
publication  of  his  Art  of  Love , which  it  is  difficult  to  fuppole 
Auguftus  would  affeCl  prudery  enough  to  punilh  as  a heinous  crime  ; 
although  he  might  very  naturally  be  enraged  at  the  ingratitude  and 
prefumption  of  Ovid,  in  adding  to  the  fhame  of  both  father  and 
daughter,  and  wifh  to  keep  him  out  of  the  way  of  repeating  his 
infolence  in  future. 

Following  up  this  latter  idea,  the  amorous  bard  is  fuppofed  by 
fome  to  have  been  here  difeovered  hugging  in  death  the  buft  of  his 
fair  miftrefs,  poffibly  buried  with  him,  at  his  own  requeft,  as  the 
moft  revered  of  his  lares  ; for  Auguftus  was  deified,  and  of  courfe 
Julia  was  a goddefs.  It  may  be  afked,  how  he  managed  to  procure 
the  buft  of  his  miftrefs  in  his  exile  ; but  if  the  fmallnefs  of  its  fize 
will  not  permit  the  fuppofition  of  his  having  fecreted  it  about  his 
perfon  when  fent  from  Rome,  I may,  probably,  help  antiquaries 
out  of  this  difficulty  by  referring  to  the  9th  letter,  in  the  4th  book 
of  hisTriftia,  dated  from  Tome,  where  he  tells  Grecinus,  to  whom 
the  Epiftle  is  addrefted,  that  he  is  in  pofteffion  of  the  bufts  of  the 
whole  imperial  family. 


Such, 
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Such,  my  good  friend,  are  the  two  opinions  entertained  relative 
to  this  curious  tomb  ; and  it  may  be  neceftary  to  add,  for  the  far- 
ther illuftration  of  the  fubjedt,  if  any  one  fhould  find  it  an  objedt  of 
attention,  that  l'everal  lefter  tombs,  exactly  of  the  fame  figure  and 
materials,  have  been  difcovered  by  the  pioneers,  in  digging  the 
foundations  of  the  different  buildings  erecting  on  this  lake  or  gulph  ; 
which  feem  to  point  it  out  as  the  fcite  of  one  of  the  ancient  colonies 
on  the  Tyras  that  I am  juft  going  to  enumerate  in  fpeaking  of  that 
river.  However,  the  one  defcribed  above,  and  fufpedted  to  be  Ovid’s, 
muft  have  belonged  to  a man  of  fome  confequence  l%  as  all  the 
others  are  not  merely  fmaller,  but  have  only  one  vafe  ; and  in  none 
of  them  has  been  found  a fimilar  buft,  though  other  kinds  of  lares 
are  occafionally  difcovered  among  the  afhes  of  the  dead  3. 

I muft  not  quit  a river  fo  famous  in  antiquity  as  the  Tyras,  or 
Dniefter,  without  faying  a few  words  on  its  hiftory  in  thofe  early 
times. 

We  are  told,  that  at  the  difperfion  of  the  Grecian  chiefs  on  the 
deftrudtion  of  Troy,  Neoptolemus,  foil  of  Achilles,  after  having 
founded  Tome  at  the  mouth  of  the  Ifter,  or  Danube,  proceeded 
with  his  Thefialians  to  the  mouth  of  this  very  river,  the  Tyras  of 
the  Ancients,  and  the  Danaftris  of  the  middle  ages,  where  he  erect- 
ed a tower  bearing  his  own  name,  and  founded  under  its  protedfion 
a fmall  colony,  called  Hermonafta,  which  he  feems  afterwards  to 
have  negledted,  as  will  be  fhewn  in  treating  of  the  general  hiftory 
of  the  Greek  colonies  on  the  ihores  of  the  Euxine.  (Letter  LXXXV.) 

12  See,  in  the  Appendix,  (No.  V.)  fome  remarks  of  Sir  William  Hamilton  on  fimilar  tombs 
and  urns  lately  difcovered  in  Italy. 

13  The  Editor  has  received  from  his  friends  on  the  Euxine  a curious  large  urn,  found  in  one 
of  thefe  tombs,  with  a moll  rare  and  fingular  penates,  reprefenting  Pan,  with  feveral  nymphs 
climbing  up  his  body,  and  one  offering  a ram’s  head  at  his  feet.  This  valuable  prefent  has  been 
fince  followed  by  a fecond  penates  from  the  fame  country,  though  it  is  not  faid  to  have  been  found 
in  the  Greek  tombs.  It  reprefents  a Priest  of  the  Nile,  cutout  of  a black  and  white  marble,  and 
is  evidently  of  Egyptian  workmanthip.  Engravings  of  thefe  are  given  at  the  end  of  this 
Tour  (Appendix,  No.  IV.  and  V.),  with  a dilfertation  on  each,  prefented,  to  the  Society  of 
Antiquaries  of  London. 
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But,  although  the  warlike  ThefTalians  neglected  fo  favourable  a 
fituation  for  trade,  which  was  not  their  profeflion,  it  did  not  elcape 
the  notice  of  the  enterprizing  commercial  Milefians,  who  foon  af- 
terwards began  to  be  diftinguhhed  on  the  Euxine  and  Maeotis  (the 
Black  and  Azoff  Seas),  by  their  numerous  colonies  planted  on  thofe 
fhores.  Thefe  fagacious  merchants  founded  the  city  of  Ophiufa  on 
the  right  bank  of  the  Dniefter,  and  Niconia  on  the  left,  nearly  op- 
pofite  to  each  other,  and  about  140  hades,  or  18  miles,  above  its 
mouth,  according  to  the  meafurement  of  Strabo. 

Lahly,  they  placed  a third  city  at  the  mouth  of  the  Dnieher  on 
the  very  Liman,  or  Gulph,  where  the  Ruffians  have  lately  found 
the  ancient  Greek  tombs  fo  often  mentioned,  which  they  called  Ty- 
ras,  after  the  name  of  the  river,  and  which,  when  Herodotus  vifited 
it,  was  inhabited  by  the  Tyra  Getes,  as  likewife  in  the  time  of 
Pliny,  though  at  the  laft-mentioned  period  the  city  was  removed  to 
an  ifland  about  16  miles  up  the  river,  according  to  the  information 
left  us  by  the  intelligent  Roman  naturalifi:. 

To  finifh  my  fketch  of  the  ancient  hiftory  of  this  river,  we  are 
told  by  Ovid  himfelf14  (which,  by  the  by,  is  another  proof  of  the 
Roman  bard’s  intimate  knowledge  of  this  country),  that  the  de- 
feendants  of  the  Greek  colonifts,  in  all  thefe  cities,  had  adopted  the 
language  and  manners  of  the  Getae,  the  predominant  nation  of  bar- 
barians on  this  coafi:  during  Ovid’s  exile  ; nay,  he  even  gives  us  a 
curious  description  of  their  drefs,  which  l'eems  to  have  been  partly 
civilized,  and  partly  barbarous,  as  he  fays  they  wore  the  fkins  of 
wild  beafts,  with  Perfian  breeches  ,s. 

I Shall  now  take  leave  of  this  river  by  remarking,  that  the  Liman, 
or  Gulph,  at  its  mouth,  where  1 am  now  writing,  was  one  of  the 

14  This  remark  refers  to  others  in  the  next  Letter,  where  our  traveller  refumes  the  fubjeft  of 
Ovid’s  place  of  interment. 

Is  I do  not  recolleft  any  defeription  of  Perfian  breeches : but  Jules  Pollux,  profeflorof  rheto- 
ric in  Athens,  fays,  that  the  Scythians  wore  a kind  of  long  pantaloon  breeches,  reaching  to  their 
ancles,  called  faravara  in  Scythia  and  the  Taurida ; the  very  name  that  they  ftill  go  by  in  the 
Ukraine  and  Illyria. 


rendezvous 
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rendezvous  of  the  Ruffian  fleet  of  barks,  during  the  middle  ages, 
in  their  maritime  expeditions  againft  Conftantinople  I6,  as  will  be 
Ihown  in  a future  Letter,  when  I come  to  treat  of  thofe  early  ex- 
ploits. In  the  mean  time,  adiep. 


LETTER  VII. 


From  the  New  Port  and  City  of  Odejfa. 

We  purfued  our  journey  eaftward  from  Ovidopol,  along  the 
Euxine  fhore,  till  we  arrived  at  the  new  port  of  Odeffa,  the  next 
place  of  any  confequence  on  this  coaft  from  the  Turkifh  frontier; 
and,  indeed,  it  promifes  to  be  of  confiderable  importance,  if  the 
plan  be  properly  executed  ; of  which  I have  little  doubt,  as  the 
conftru&ion  is  confided  to  your  correfpondent  the  fkilful  General 
Wollant,  as  chief  engineer,  and  to  your  old  friend  Vice  Admiral 
Ribas,  who  ferved  lo  long  with  you  in  the  Cadet  Corps,  and  who 
is  now  commander  of  this  port,  and  the  gallies  to  be  Rationed  in  it. 
You  know  that  the  Turkifh  appellation  of  the  creek,  or  bay,  was 
Adjebey ; but  Her  Imperial  Majefty,  in  changing  it  to  Odejfa , feems 
to  have  aimed  at  preferving  the  ancient  Greek  name  of  a port  and 
city  once  fituated  on  this  coaft  ; and,  indeed,  the  Ruffian  harbour 
will  not  be  far  from  the  place  of  the  ancient,  if  D’Anville  and 


16  Gibbon  fays,  in  his  nth  chapter,  quoting  from  the  Life  of  Auguftus,  and  Zonaras,  that,  269 
years  after  Chrift,  the  Goths  and  their  auxiliaries  fitted  out  a fleet  of  veffels  (two  thoufand, 
according  to  the  firft  of  thefe  authors,  and  of  fix  thoufand,  fays  Zonaras)  from  the  Dniefter, 
carrying  320,000  men,  againft  Rome,  defeated  by  the  Emperor  Claudius  Gothicus. 

Peyffonnel 
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Peyffonnel  are  right  in  fuppofing  onr  next  Ration,  OchakofF,  the 
Odeffus  of  antiquity  ; for  Catherine  could  never  intend  preferving 
the  memory  of  the  other  Odeffus  on  the  weftern  fhore  of  the  Black 
Sea,  now  Farna , as  that  is  notin  her  dominions,  but  in  thole  of  the 
Grand  Turk  her  rival,  who  unfortunately  pofTeffes  a vaft  number 
of  precious  relics  of  antiquity,  which  are  allowed  to  perifh  in  ob- 
livion by  the  vile  hands  of  ignorant  favages,  who  burn  to  lime  the 
fined  Paros  marble  recording  the  famous  events  of  the  Greeks  and 
Romans. 

As  feveral  of  the  reftored  names  of  places  on  this  coaft  are  very 
exadt,  you  will  probably  be  curious  to  know  who  the  antiquary 
was  that  pointed  them  out  to  Prince  Potemkin  ; and  I find  that  it 
was  the  able  and  venerable  Grecian  Eugenius,  Archbilhop  of  all 
thefe  new  conquefts,  and  who  addrefied  to  you  the  beautiful  little 
GreekOde  on  your  “ Ruffian  Antiquities,”  which  was  publilhed  with 
them. — While  mentioning  the  government  authority  for  the  few 
ancient  cities  reftored  in  the  new  Tauric  Map,  I lhall  embrace  the 
lame  opportunity  of  acknowledging,  that  in  all  doubtful  cafes, 
where  D’Anville  and  Peyffonnel  are  not  agreed  as  to  the  ancient 
fituation  of  a place,  I have  in  general  followed  the  opinion  of  the 
laft- mentioned  gentleman,  who  had  a great  advantage  over  his  ce- 
lebrated countryman,  in  this  particular  diJlriFl,  from  his  long  re- 
fidence  as  French  Conful  in  the  Crimea  or  Taurida,  which  gave 
him  an  opportunity  of  examining  every  fpot  in  perfon,  and  com- 
paring the  defcriptions  of  the  antients  with  the  local  circumftances 
of  the  place  ; whereas  his  moft  fagacious  and  learned  antagonift 
never  ftirred  out  of  Paris,  though  he  has  adtuallv  illuminated  the 
age  with  the  knowledge  of  ancient  as  well  as  modern  geography. 
Mr.  Peyffonnel  had  likewife  all  his  father’s  labours  in  the  fame 
country  to  diredt  him  ; and  indeed  his  “ Obfervations  Hifloriques  et 
Geographiques , &c.Jur  la  Pont  Euxine ,”  is  a work  of  much  merit,  and 
unique  of  its  kind  ; but,  after  the  flattering  eulogium  of  the  cele- 
brated hiftorian  Gibbon,  it  would  be  ridiculous  in  me  to  fay  any 

thing 
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thing  more  of  Mr.  de  Peyffonnel,  than  to  repeat  that  in  all  doubtful 
cafes  he  has  been  my  guide. 

But  to  return  to  the  new  port,  from  which  its  ancient  name  had 
led  me  before  I had  finithed  its  defcription.  As  far  as  1 am  able  to 
judge,  it  feems  a great  and  important  undertaking,  and  fomething 
in  the  nature  of  Cherburg  in  France  ; as  in  both  places  there  is  to 
contend  with  a very  boifterous  fea,  into  which  (tones  mud  be  let 
down,  in  huge  wooden  cafes,  to  break  its  force,  before  a port  can 
be  conftrudted  on  this  artificial  foundation.  I think  I have  already 
mentioned,  that  it  is.  the  fame  able  Dutch  engineer  charged  with 
the  other  works  of  military  architecture  on  this  coaft,  that  is  car- 
rying on  the  port  and  fortifications  of  Qdeffa,  under  the  orders  of 
the  fortunate  Admiral  Ribas,  who,  after  having  taken  fo  diftin- 
guifhed  a part,  at  the  head  of  his  flotilla,  in  gaining  thofe  countries 
to  Rufiia,  was  named  one  of  the  imperial  minifters  at  the  Congrefs 
of  Jafty,  to  fecure  them  by  an  honourable  peace,  and  is  now,  for  a 
third  time,  employed  to  put  them  in  fafety  by  proper  fortifications 
againft  hoftile  attacks  from  their  old  matters. 

The  town  of  Odefia  promifes  not  to  difgrace  its  port , as  they  are 
conftrudting  it  with  the  fame  handfome  calcareous  (tone  noticed  in 
Nicolayef ; which  gives  a very  fhowy  appearance  to  the  buildings  : 
and  I make  little  doubt,  that  it  is  laid  down  on  the  vaft  fcale  of  all 
public  undertakings  in  this  empire  ; for  no  imperial  plan  has  any 
thing  little  in  it,  if  acled  up  to  by  thofe  charged  with  the  execution. 

After  leaving  Odeffa,  I was  much  (truck  in  patting  a couple  of 
rivulets,  on  our  way  Eaftward  along  the  coaft,  which  once  bore 
the  name  of  the  very  fame  famous  poet  whofe  unhappy  fate  has  fo 
lately  occupied  my  pen  ; I mean  the  Benius  and  Lycus  of  Ovid , now 
the  great  Adjelik  and  the  Deligul  of  the  Turks,  according  to 
Peyfi’onnel  ; and  I mutt  own,  that  it  brought  back  my  thoughts  to 
the  fubjeCt  in  fpite  of  myfelf,  and  produced  a train  of  ideas  not 
unfavourable  to  his  having  ended  his  days  on  the  pleafing  gulph 
that  bears  his  name,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Dniefter,  whither  he 

E may 
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may  have  retired  for  the  recovery  of  his  health,  which,  as  he  fo 
bitterly  complains  in  his  Triftia,  was  ruined  by  clofe  confinement 
in  Tome,  conftantly  befieged  by  the  barbarous  Gaetes. 

The  following  train  of  reafoning  was  the  refult  of  this  accidental 
rencontre: — How  could  a couple  of  rivulets,  fo  very  infignificant 
as  not  to  be  mentioned  bv  any  other  claflical  author  that  I recolledt, 
be  known  to  Ovid,  and  even  bear  his  name,  if  he  never  was  to  the 
Eafhvard  of  Tome,  as  is  afferted  without  proof?  His  own  notice 
of  them,  in  his  letter  to  Albinovafnus ‘7,  is  the  only  paffage  in  an- 
tiquity wherein  I find  the  name  of  the  Benius  and  Lycus.  Is  it  not 
probable  then,  that  he  acquired  his  knowledge  of  thefe  rivulets  on 
the  fpot,  pofiibly  in  making  little  excurfions  for  the  recovery  of  his 
health,  [of  which  he  may  have  come  in  fearch  to  the  little  quiet 
colony  at  the  mouth  of  the  Tyras,  whilft  Tome  was  daily  alarmed 
by  the  Gaetes  ? This  fuppofition  is  the  more  plaufible,  as  we  find 
Ovid  pleading  hard,  in  almoft  every  letter  of  his  Triftia,  or  La- 
mentations, for  this  very  indulgence  to  fave  his  life  ; and,  although 
we  have  not  on  record  any  public  grant  of  his  prayer  by  Auguftus, 
yet  furely  the  high  eftimation  that  he  was  held  in  by  the  citizens  of 
Tom£,  makes  it  probable  that  his  removal  for  health  may  have 
been  connived  at,  without  reporting  fo  trivial  an  event  to  Rome  ; 
for  he  fays,  in  letter  14  of  his  4th  book,  that  the  Tomeans  not 
only  placed  a facred  crown  on  his  head,  but  likewife  exempted  him 
from  all  taxes ; fo  much  were  they  charmed  with  the  Roman  bard  ! 
But  what  I prefume  muft  have  alleviated  his  exile,  and  procured 
him  every  indulgence,  was,  his  intimate  friendfhip  with  the 
fovereign  of  the  country,  the  enlightened  and  liberal  Cotys  V. 
who  cultivated  literature,  and  was  himfelf  a poet.  Ovid’s  letter  to 
him,  in  his  9th  book  ”,  is  full  of  merited  praife  ; and  the  ftoic  of 
Sidon,  Antipater,  does  him  equal  honour  in  an  epigram  in  the 
4th  book  of  the  Anthologia. 

Triftia.  fs  Triftia,  book  9th,  letter  ad. 

I have 
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I have  given  in  the  margin  a coin  of 

of  the 

cultivated  and  fertile  part  of  Thrace;  while 
the  reverie  reprefents  his  uncle  and  mur- 
derer Rhefcuporis,  fovereign  of  the  more  favage  and  fterile  re- 
gions of  the  fame  country,  who  was  brought  to  juftice  by  the 
fpirited  widow  of  his  murdered  colleague,  daughter  of  Polemon, 
the  firft  king  of  (Cimmerian)  Bofphorus. 

Now,  my  good  Sir,  in  fpite  of  all  your  critical  unbelief  of  every 
thing  that  one  cannot  demonflrate  with  mathematical  certainty, 
can  you  deny,  after  all  this  cloud  of  evidence  brought  in  proof  of 
the  favoured  fituation  of  Ovid  in  Tome,  the  poflibility,  nay  even 
the  probability,  of  his  having  been  permitted  to  leave  that  confined 
abode  of  eternal  alarm,  where  he  was  perifhing  with  terror  and  bad 
air,  to  recruit  his  health  in  fome  more  tranquil  and  pleafant  Ro- 
man colony,  whence  he  could  make  fhort  falubrious  excurfions  into 
the  furrounding  country,  without  dreading  the  poifoned  arrows  of 
the  Gaetes,  which  feem  to  have  conftantly  haunted  his  imagination, 
and  rendered  his  exiftence  miferable  in  Tome  ? in  which  cafe,  the 
colony  of  Tyras,  on  the  Gulf  of  the  river  of  that  name  (now  the 
Dniefter)  mentioned  by  Pliny  the  naturalift,  was  the  moft  likely  place 
to  which  he  could  retire  : a fuppofition  that  will  explain  all  the  cir- 
cumftances  mentioned  in  my  letters  from  a wild  country,  where 
finding  even  the  name  of  Ovid  is  of  itfelf  a difeovery. 

But,  to  us,  who  know  what  paffes  in  Siberia , much  more  under 
the  immediate  cognizance  of  the  fovereigns  of  Rufiia  than  the 
fhores  of  the  Euxine  were  under  that  of  the  Caefars  then  living  in 
Rome,  the  belief  of  fuch  an  indulgence  cannot  be  difficult;  for, 
(fate  priloners,  not  fullied  by  any  infamous  crime,  fo  far  from  being 
fhut  up  in  a fortrefs,  are  permitted  to  become  preceptors  in  private 
families  ; and  it  is  to  this  wife  diftribution  of  the  Swedifh  and  other 
well-accomplifhed  priloners  fince,  that  Siberia  owes  its  civilization 
and  the  arts  cultivated  there  at  prefent. 

E 2 
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I have  myfelf  feen  very  well  educated  people  from  that  land  of 
exile  ; and  furely  their  preceptors  were  not  voluntary  fojourners  in 
fo  diftant  a province,  while  Inch  men  are  fo  much  in  requefl  for 
the  education  of  youth  in  all  the  fined:  and  molt  populous  parts 
of  Ruflia. 

In  lhort,  my  wife  Sir,  if  you  cavil  at  my  Scythian  conjectures, 
only  take  the  trouble  of  turning  over  the  records  of  your  own  fa- 
vourite Antiquarian  Society  ; and  if  you  do  not  find  in  them  fpecu- 
lations  fully  as  improbable,  you  may  then  fneer  at  thole  of  your 
affectionate  Journaliff,  M.  G. 


LETTER  VIII. 
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From  Ochahoff,  the  Odeffus  of  the  Greeks, 

I THINK  I hear  you  fay,  on  reading  my  laft  epiftle,  “ If  mv 
“ Cara  Spofa  flops  to  write  fuch  commentaries  on  every  rivulet  that 
“ fhe  erodes  in  her  travels,  heaven  only  knows  when  lhe  will  reach 
“ her  own  houfe  again  !” 

However,  I lhould  think  you  have  no  great  reafon  to  be  alarmed; 
as  I prefume  that  the  number  of  them  bearing  the  name  of  fome 
celebrated  claflic  author,  in  the  Wilds  of  Scythia,  cannot  be  very 
great.  But  to  continue  our  route. 

After  eroding  the  two  rivulets  which  have  fo  particularly  attracted 
my  attention,  we  proceeded  to  the  river  Berezen,  the  Sagaris  of 
the  Ancients,  into  which  their  Rhodus  falls,  now  called  Sazik  Be- 
rezen ; 
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rezen  ; and  here  again  I was  inclined  to  look  for  fome  precious  re- 
mains of  antiquity  mentioned  by  Mr.  Venture  de  Paradis,  predecef- 
for  of  Mr.  de  PeyfTonnel  as  Conful  in  the  Crimea ; who  fufpedted 
them  to  be  the  ruins  of  the  ancient  Greek  city  of  Axiaca,  from  fome 
Greek  infcriptions  that  he  found  among  them.  There  were  Rill  to 
be  feen,  in  his  time,  (towards  the  beginning  of  this  century)  fome 
handfome  columns,  and  other  precious  remains,  in  marble  ; but 
thefe,  unfortunately,  were  afterwards  employed  by  the  Turks  in 
repairing  the  walls  of  OchakofF,  much  damaged  during  the  fiege 
that  it  fuRained,  in  1737,  againft  the  Ruffian  ^rmy  commanded  by 
Field  Marffial  Munich.  We  were  not,  however,  fo  lucky  as  to 
find  a veRige  of  them  ; and  I can  only  give  you  the  anecdotes  as  re- 
lated by  his  fucceffor  Peyffonnel.  But  our  want  of  fuccefs  did  not 
prevent  us  from  obferving,  that  this  river  falls  into  a Gulph,  to 
which  it  gave  its  name  of  Sinus  Sagari.us  in  antiquity,  and  in  which 
Rands  the  famous  ifland  of  Achilles,  where  fome  of  the  ancients 
place  his  Cataphalcus,  but  which,  as  I fhall  hereafter  fhew  19,  his 
fon  Neoptolemus  eredted  on  the  oppofite  neck  of  land,  where  the 
fort  of  Killbourn  now  Rands,  the  Dromos  Achilles  of  antiquity, 
fo  called  from  the  funeral  equeRrian  games  there  celebrated  to  his 
memory  by  filial  piety.  We  now  proceeded  to  OchakofF,  ceded  to 
Ruffia  at  the  peace  of  Jaffy  ; and  it  neither  requires  to  be  a great 
foldier,  nor  a great  politician  to  perceive,  that  it  is  a valuable  ac- 
quifition  to  Ruffia,  as  the  fort  commands  the  navigation  of  both  the 
Dnieper  and  Bog,  while  its  port  is  not  only  a place  of  trade,  but 
ferves  likewife  for  a quarantine  and  lazaret  to  prevent  the  intro- 
duction of  the  plague,  of  which  there  is  always  danger  where  com- 
merce is  carried  on  with  the  Turks. — Here  again  we  are  on  claffic 
ground  ; as  it  was  in  the  woods  of  the  country  of  Beyiei  (this  very 
diRridt),  oppofite  to  the  Dromos  Achilles,  that  the  famous  Scythian 
philofopher  Anacharfis  (whom  the  learned  Abbe  Barthelemy  has 


*9  See  Letter  LXXVL 
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lately  lo  happily  revived,  and  fo  ably  conduced  through  Greece) 
was  killed  by  his  fovereign  for  facrificlng  to  the  gads  of  the  Greeks, 
againft  the  laws  of  Scythia.  Some  remains  of  that  fatal  wood  arc 
Rill  to  be  feen  near  Ochakoff,  the  Odeffus  of  the  Ancients,  accord- 
ing to  D’Anville  and  Peyffonnel,  and  the  only  fpot  on  this  coaft 
whereon  a foreft  ever  grew  in  the  memory  of  man. 

The  father  of  hiftory,  Herodotus,  in  his  4th  book  (Melpomene) 
relates  this  tragic  Rory,  which  he  had  from  Tymnes,v  preceptor  to 
Spargapithes,  the  15th  king  of  Scythia.  ^ 

Anacharfis  (he  fays),  having  been  prefent  at  a feRival  celebrated 
by  the  people  inhabiting  the  iRand  of  Cyzicus,  (in  the  Propontis, 
or  fea  of  Marmora)  in  honour  of  the  mother  of  the  gods,  vowed, 
that  if  that  goddefs  conduced  him  in  fafety  back  to  Scythia  he 
would  there  offer  her  divine  honours  ; but  being,  on  his  return, 
caught  in  the  a6t  of  offering  the  promifed  facrifice  (poffibly  in  the 
very  wood  now  in  view)  his  fovereign,  $auli,  lhot  him  dead  with 
an  arrow.  Herodotus  adds,  that  the  Scythians  were  fo  much  at- 
tached to  their  religion  and  cuRoms,  that,  for  a long  time  after  his 
death,  they  would  not  even  acknowledge  Anacharfis  to  have  been 
their  countryman  ; fo  much  did  they  relent  his  daring  to  adopt  fo- 
reign gods  and  manners  ; and  thus  was  loR  to  that  barbarous  na- 
tion all  the  polillied  refinement  and  knowledge  which  that  en- 
lightened and  induRrious  philofopher  had  travelled  fo  far  to  acquire, 
in  hopes  of  beginning  the  civilization  of  his  country,  as  did  after, 
wards  Peter  the  Great  ; but,  unfortunately,  Anacharfis  had  not  the 
advantage  of  the  fovereign  power  with  which  the  Ruffian  reformer 
fmoothed  the  way  as  he  went,  and  laid  ignorance  and  prejudice  at 
his  feet. 

From  Ochakoff  we  re-afeended  the  Bog,  and  examined  fome 
ruins  on  the  right  bank  of  that  river,  eight  verRs  above  its  mouth  : 
a diRance  and  pofition  which  point  them  out  to  be  thole  of  the  an- 
cient city  of  Sardenis,  as  it  anfwers  exa£tly  to  the  meafurement  of 
Strabo.  1 Riall  juR  remark,  on  re-entering  our  head-quarters,  Ni- 
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fcolayef,  (to  which  we  are  returned  for  a few  days,  till  all  is  ready 
tofet  out  for  the  Taurida)  that  the  whole  country  from  the  Dnieper 
hither,  is  of  a calcareous  foil ; and  that  all  the  cities  we  have  feen 
in  the  way  are  of  the  fame  calcareous  ftone  which  forms  the  bed  of 
the  river  Bog,  without  a fingle  trace  of  metals  having  been  as  yet 
found  any  where  in  this  diftriCt.  As  to  the  plants,  they  are  much 
the  fame  as  thofe  in  the  ftepts  of  the  Volga,  defcribcd  by  our  friend 
Dr.  Pallas,  and  which  you  know  much  better  than  your  affection- 
ate, Ac.  M.  G, 


LETTER  IX. 


From  the  new  City  of  Cherfon  on  the  Dnieper, 

Yo  U will  perceive,  by  the  date  of  this  letter,  how  far  I am  on 
my  way  to  the  famous  Crimea,  or  Taurida,  fo  long  the  objeCt  of 
my  curiofity,  and,  indeed,  one  of  the  principal  motives  to  my 
journey,  after  the  great  and  leading  one  of  the  re-eftablifhment  of 
my  health.  I muft  own,  my  good  friend,  after  feeling  the  advan- 
tage that  I have  already  derived  from  this  Southern  Tour,  I am  not 
furprifed  that  the  ladies  of  antiquity  ran  after  Apollo  ; for  I frankly 
confefs,  (and  I hope  you  will  not  be  jealous)  that  I follow  him 
with  pleafure,  and  do  not  intend  foon  to  quit  the  purfuit — Surely 
living  lo  many  years  as  we  have  done  amid  the  fnows  of  the  North, 
is  a good  excufe  for  this  heathenifh  tafte. 


The 
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The  new  Ruffian  Cherfon,  where  we  now  are,  is  fituated,  as  yoa 
know,  at  a great  diftance  from  the  old  Grecian  city  of  that  name 
in  the  Taurida,  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Dnieper,  or  Boryfthenes, 
about  15  verfts  above  its  mouth,  and  10  below  where  the  Inguletz 
falls  into  it.  It  is  a handfome  town,  with  a number  of  fine  public 
buildings,  docks,  magazines,  &c.  and  a port  well  frequented  by 
fhips  trading  this  way. 

The  untimely  fate  of  the  able  engineer  (Brigadier  General  Kor- 
fakoff)  to  vvhofe  zeal  and  talents  Cherfon  owes  the  moft  of  its  for- 
tifications and  other  public  works,  is  ftill  frefh  in  the  minds  of 
the  inhabitants,  who  bewail  his  lofs  : he  was  killed  by  falling  over 
a precipice  in  a dark  night,  and  thereby  cut  fhort  in  a brilliant 
career,  at  an  early  period  of  life. 

This  city  is,  however,  rendered  ftill  more  memorable,  as  con- 
taining all  that  was  mortal  of  the  philanthropic  Howard,  who 
ended  here  his  extraordinary  progrefs,  together  with  a long  life 
palled  in  continued  adts  of  humanity  and  beneficence,  which  did 
much  honour  to  himfelf,  while  they  threw  a luftre  on  his  native 
country,  England.  Many  will  envy  the  worthy  Admiral  Mordwi- 
noff  the  honour  of  having  erected  a monument  to  the  memory  of 
this  friend  of  mankind,  and  the  fatisfadtion  of  engraving  on  his 
tomb,  Here  lies  the  benevolent  Howard.  — Here  he  fell  a martyr 
to  the  fame  putrid  fever  which  he  had  banifhed  from  fo  many 
prifons  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  while  on  his  way  to  Turkey, 
whither  his  exalted  courage  in  the  caufe  of  fuffering  humanity  was 
leading  him,  to  combat  prejudice  and  the  plague,  the  two  moft 
formidable  ennemies  of  man.  Happy  would  it  be  for  the  world, 
if  Britifh  eccentricity  often  took  fo  ufeful  a turn  1 

Till  very  lately,  as  was  obferved  in  my  Letter  from  Nicolayef, 
this  city  was  the  feat  of  naval  architecture  for  the  Euxine,  and  the 
refidence  of  a great  number  of  men  belonging  to  the  naval  eftablifh- 
ment ; but  it  was  found  fo  very  unhealthy  in  the  months  of  J uly 

and 
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and  Auguft,  during  the  prevalence  of  a pefliferous  wind,  which 
comes  charged  with  putrid  miajma , generated  by  the  great  heats  in 
the  low  grounds  to  the  left  of  the  Dnieper,  which  are  regularly 
overflowed  every  fpring,  when  the  river  is  fwelled  with  melted  fnow 
and  ice:  1 fay,  it  was  found  fo  unhealthy  at  this  feafon,  that  the  lofs 
in  men  became  a national  objedl,  even  independent  of  confiderations 
of  humanity;  and  it  was  abandoned  for  Nicolayef ; yet  not  entirely, 
as  the  docks  are  ftill  left  for  building  fhips,  where  two  of  74 28 
are  now  on  the  Rocks.  The  neceflary  garrifon  is  likewife  left  ; 
and,  as  the  profits  of  trade  are  conflderable,  I fcarcely  need  add, 
that  the  unhealthy  Cherfon  is  not  abandoned  by  the  merchants, 
who,  we  fee,  brave  all  climates,  and  all  extremes  of  temperature, 
where  profit  invites ; but,  indeed,  thofe  very  gains  enable  them  to 
evade  the  fatal  blaft,  by  quitting  the  city  during  its  baneful  influ- 
ence, and  leaving  their  feafoned  clerks  to  tranfadl  the  bufinefs. 
The  heat  is  quite  infupportable,  in  the  day-time,  for  two  or  three 
months  of  the  year,  while  the  evenings  and  nights  are  remarkably 
cool : an  extraordinary  phenomenon,  which  certainly  affifts  the 
putrid  miafma  in  producing  that  fatal  remittent  of  this  country 
which  laid  the  all-powerful  Prince  Potemkin  in  the  dull:,  with  fo 
many  thoufands  of  the  army  that  he  commanded,  and  much  more 
terrible  to  Ruflia  than  theTurkifh  cimeter,  which  her  cannon  and 
boigenetes  keep  at  a diftance. 

It  is  about  1 50  verfts  higher  up  this  river,  that  Her  Imperial  Ma- 
jefty  has  planted  a fmall  French  colony  of  Emigrant  nobility  ; but 
I am  afraid,  that,  although  the  banks  of  the  Boryfthenes  ftill  pre- 
ferve  the  fertility  for  which  they  were  noted  in  days  of  yore,  they 
are  equally  fubjedf,  from  the  fame  caufe,  to  the  fatal  remittent 
fever  which  depopulates  Cherfon ; and  that  the  unhappy  gentlemen 

40  The  whole  Ruffian  navy  of  the  Euxine  was  built  at  Cherfon,  except  one  ffiip  of  90  guns 
at  Nicolayef,  and  fome  frigates  at  Taganrok  on  the  Maeotis : the  reft  are  Turkiflt  prizes. 
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who  fled  hither  from  death  and  deftrudtion  at  home,  will  meet  it, 
with  equal  certainty,  in  the  Wilds  of  Scythia  2I,  unlefs  you  indicate 
to  them  fome  prefervation  againft  the  threatening  evil ; which 
would  be  an  a£t  of  great  humanity,  and  much  oblige  Yours,  &c. 


LETTER  X. 


From  RnJJlan  Cherjbn, 

H AVING  given  you  fome  account  of  the  modern  eflablifliments 
on  this  noble  river,  I fhall  employ  a fccond  Letter  on  the  ancient. 
We  are  told,  that  the  Milefians,  about  500  years  before  Chrift, 
founded  the  city  of  Olbia,  or  the  Happy,  on  this  famous  river, 
which  then  bore  the  fame  name  ; though  the  Greeks  afterwards 
changed  it  to  Boryfthenes  2\  It  feems  to  have  flood  about  10  verfts 
above  Cherfon,  nearly  in  the  angle  made  by  the  Inguletz,  or  Hy- 
panis  of  the  ancients,  falling  into  the  Dnieper : at  leaf!,  the 
place  I have  indicated  agrees  with  the  meafurement  of  Strabo  at 

51  This  female  prophecy  has  fince  been  but  too  well  verified  j all  of  thefe  noblemen  having  been 
attacked  by  the  fatal  fever,  and  feveral  fallen  martyrs  to  it  already  ; among  thefe,  are  the  Counts 
Choifleul  and  D Ailcourt,  Mr.  de  Mico,  &c.  who  died  before  proper  medical  alliftance  arrived  at 
the  colony. 

12  They  commonly  defigned  the  inhabitants  of  Olbia  by  the  name  of  BorijJlhenetes,  from  their 
living  on  the  Northern  fide  of  the  river ; and  the  appellation  extended  in  time  to  the  river 
itfelf.  See  fome  remarks  on  Olbia,  See,  by  the  learned  profeffor  Schaeler,  of  the  Imperial  Aca- 
demy of  Sciences. 
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200  (fades,  or  25  geographic  miles  (60  to  a degree),  from  the 
mouth  of  the  Boryfthenes,  fuppofing  that  he  computed  from  where 
it  falls,  by  4 canals  or  branches,  into  the  Liman  or  Gulph  at  its 
mouth. 

The  pofition  that  I have  given  to  this  celebrated  Scythian  mart 
equally  agrees  with  the  pofition  of  Ptolemy,  who  places  it  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Hypanis,  which  I fhall  hereafter  (hew  to  be  the 
Inguletz  ; and,  indeed,  I was  informed  by  Lieutenant  General  Hani- 
bal,  of  the  Artillery,  that  when  he  commanded  at  Cherfon,  18 
years  ago,  there  were  ftill  fome  noble  ruins  to  be  feen  on  this  very 
fpot,  which,  to  the  regret  of  antiquaries,  have  been  fince  carried 
away,  probably  for  the  buildings  in  the  new  Cherfon  ; and  if  I had 
time,  I certainly  would  examine  their  walls,  in  hopes  of  finding  a 
baffo-relievo,  or  Greek  infeription,  peeping  out  of  them,  as  in  the 
walls  of  Kerch,  the  ancient Tanticapeos,  and  the  other  buildings 
on  the  Cimmerian  Bofphorus  A 

Old  Herodotus  gives  us  a great  deal  of  curious  information  rela- 
tive to  this  famous  city,  which,  in  his  time,  carried  on  a great 
trade  in  corn,  flaves,  &c.  as  will  be  more  particularly  noticed 
hereafter  *s,  when  I come  to  treat  of  the  ancient  commerce  of  the 
Greek  colonies  on  the  Euxine.  He  firfl:  tells  us,  that  Olbia  became 
famous  in  antiquity  for  a cataftrophe  much  refembliug  that  which 
deprived  Scythia  of  all  the  acquired  knowledge,  of  the  philofopher 
Anacharfis,  as  related  in  my  Vlllth  Letter. 

Scyles,  the  17th  king  of  Scythia,  born  and  educated  by  a Grecian 
mother,  poffibly  a daughter  of  one  of  the  Greek  colonifts  fettled 
on  this  river,  having  Rolen  into  Olbia  to  facrifice  (like  Anacharfis) 
to  the  gods  of  the  Greeks  (the  lares  of  his  mother),  was  unfortu- 
nately diicovcred  by  fome  of  his  fubjedts  ; and,  for  this  heinous  of- 
fence againft  the  religion  and  laws  of  his  country,  he  was  firft 

See  Letter  XCIII.  -+  Mentioned  in  the  Supplement,  Letter  XCIV.  See  Letter  XC. 

F 2 depofed, 
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depofed 1S,  and  then  murdered  by  his  own  brother  Odtomafdes,  who 
fuceeded  to  the  throne17. 

Herodotus  like  wife  mentions  a ten?  pie  of  Ceres,  Handing  on  the 
fea-fhore,  on  a promontory,  which  he  calls  Hyfopolis,  projecting 
into  the  Euxine  between  the  Boryfthenes  and  the  Axiacus,  or  be- 
tween this  river  and  the  Bog,  as  having  been  much  frequented 
by  the  Boryfthenetae,  probably  to  folicit  a good  harvelt  in  a country 
then  famous  for  corn,  as  the  banks  of  the  Dnieper  were,  in  his 
time,  cultivated  not  only  by  the  Greek  colonifts  dwelling  on  them, 
but  like  wife  by  the  labouring  Scythians , as  he  calls  thofe  living  in 
fixed  habitations  ; properly  diftinguifhed  by  him  from  the  Hamaxo - 
bitiiz\  or  nomade  Scythians,  living  in  moveable  carts,  drawn  by 
borfes,  and  wandering  eternally  over  the  ftepts,  or  grafty  plains, 
to  find  frefh  pafturage  for  their  numerous  herds. 

This  writer,  however,  intelligent  for  his  time,  does  not  confine  his 
information  to  the  lower  part  of  the  Boryfthenes,  but  gives  us  a 

56  On  his  depofition,  the  unhappy  prince  fled  to  Sitalus,  King  of  Thrace  (who  mounted  that 
throne  in  the  firft  year  of  the  88th  olympiad),  and,  at  firft,  was  well  received ; though  after- 
wards Sitalus  gave  him  up,  in  exchange  for  his  own  fugitive  brother,  and  thereby  avoided  a war 
with  the  Scythians. 

*7  I hope  you  do  not  expert,  from  us  travellers,  literal  tranflations  of  fuch  paflages  as  we  quote 
from  the  ancients  in  palling  through  a country,  if  we  do  but  keep  to  the  fenfe  and  meaning  of 
them ; that  rigid  obligation  lies  only  on  tranflators,  who  in  their  ftudies  confume  the  midnight  oil. 

a®  The  Hamaxobitii,  or  inhabitants  of  carts,  of  Herodotus,  Pomp.  Mela,  and  other  antient 
geographers ; whom  they  all  place  in  the  deferts  furrounding  the  Palus  Maeotis,  or  Maeotic  pool. 
The  little  conic  felt  tents,  called  jus,  of  the  Nogay  Tartars,  lifted  entire  by  two  men  (as  they  are 
all  of  one  piece,  and  not  made  to  be  taken  afunder,  like  the  larger  tents  of  feme  of  the  other 
hordes),  and  placed  on  their  two-wheeled'carts,  called  Aria,  drawn  by  a couple  of  oxen  orhorfes, 
are  exaftly  the  Hamaxobitii  of  the  ancients,  who  wandered  in  the  fame  deferts;  for  they  actually 
are  inhabitants  of  carts,  when  moving  from  one  place  to  another ; the  women,  in  particular, 
fitting  always  in  thefe  moving  tents  to  this  very  day  : a curious  fa&,  which  lhews  the  permanency 
of  Scythian  cuftoms  and  modes  of  living ; for  there  is  no  abfolute  neceflity  for  perfevering  eternally 
in  that  practice;,  as  fome  other  hordes  ufe  a larger  and  more  convenient  tent,  which  takes  to  pieces, 
when  they  remove  in  fearch  of  pafture;  and  the  women  travel  in  covered  carts,  appropriated 
to  their  ufe, — the  firft  rude  model  of  a modern  coach. 
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great  deal  of  remark,  highly  interefting,  on  the  upper  regions  of 
the  Dnieper  : for  example,  what  he  fays  of  a people  whom  he 
calls  Budime,  dwelling  not  far  below  the  prefent  city  of  Kiof  (in 
the  opinion  of  D’Anville),  on  the  right  bank  of  the  river,  is  extremely 
curious,  as  well  as  what  he  relates  of  the  Gelonx,  immediately  be- 
low them  ; as  he  tells  us,  that  the  firft  were  a people  with  red  hair 
and  blue  eyes  (a  real  phenomenon  in  thefe  countries,  and  a fure 
proof  of  foreign  origin),  who  fpoke  Greek,  and  were  cultivated,  in 
comparifon  with  the  other  barbarians ; while  the  Gelones  poflefTed 
the  religion  and  arts  of  the  Greeks,  and  even  fpoke  their  language, 
mixed  with  that  of  the  country.  A city  called  Metropolis,  on  the 
bank  of  the  Boryflhenes,  near  the  iflands  lately  inhabited  by  the 
Saporovian  Coffaks,  feems  to  have  been  the  capital  of  this  laft-men- 
tioned  people,  who,  as  Herodotus  fays,  polfeffed  temples,  altars, 
&c.  and  celebrated  the  bacchanalian  feafts  of  Greece.  He  likewife 
fpeaks  of  two  other  remarkable  nations  in  thefe  countries  : the  one 
called  the  Agathyres29,  wearing  garments  ornamented  with  gold  ; 
the  other,  the  Melanchlaeni,  who  dreffed  always  in  black,  and  whom 
I fufpedt  to  have  been  a colony  of  Jews  by  this  characteriftic  mark, 
not  applicable  to  any  other  people  round  the  Euxine  ; and  I lhall 
afterwards  have  occafion  to  fhew,  that  this  induftrious  commercial 
people  had  found  their  way,  at  a very  early  period,  to  this  very 
country,  as  well  as  to  the  ancient  kingdom  of  Colchis  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood. The  father  of  hiftory  likewife  mentions  the  Tombs  of 
the  Scythian  kings,  at  a place  called  Gerrhe,  where  the  Dnieper  be- 


19  I am  even  uncertain  whether  in  the  Truchmeni,  or  Turcomani,  of  the  deferts  of  the  Cafpian,- 
we  do  not  find  another  tribe  of  Scythians,  the  Agathyres,  noted  by  the  ancients  for  their  attach- 
ment to  drefs  ornamented  with  gold  and  filver,  fo  very  different  from  the  paftoral  fimpiicity  of  the 
nomade  Scythians  in  general.  Thefe  people  were  conquered  by  the  Calmuks,  and  kept  in  a 
kind  of  fervitude  by  them  in  the  Cafpian  deferts,  after  being  difpoffeff'ed  of  their  ancient  haunts  on: 
the  Maeotis  ; but  the  departure  for  China  of  fo  large  a part  of  the  Calmuk,  or  Mongul  nation,  fet 
them  at  liberty  ; and  we  fee  their  ancient  native  tafte  for  gold  and  filver  laced  clothes  revive  with 
their  freedom,  and  diffinguilh  them  as  much,  in  modern  times,  from  the  reft  of  the  hordes,  as  the 
Agathyres  were,  in  the  days  of  Herodotus,  by  their  raiment  flowered  er  laced  with  gold. 
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gins  to  be  navigable  (nearly  oppofite  to  the  iflands  juft  mentioned) 
on  the  left  bank  of  the  river,  and  gives  us  a moft  curious  account  of 
the  ceremonies  practifed  at  their  funerals  ; luch  as  that  their  corpfes 
were  embalmed,  and,  after  being  carried  about  in  great  ftate  among 
their  mourning  fubjedts,  laid  in  a tomb  made  with  fpcars,  and 
covered  with  a canopy  ; when  their  favourite  concubine,  with 
a head  cook,  groom,  footman,  and  meftenger,  were  interred  with 
their  fovereign  to  keep  him  company  ; nor  were  his  horfe,  golden 
cupJ°,  arms,  and  other  neceffary  utenfils,  by  any  means  forgotten  : 
and,  laftly,  fifty  of  his  noble  young  warriors  were  killed,  ftutfed  with 
ftraw,  and  placed  all  round  the  tomb,  like  guards,  on  horfes  fup- 
ported  by  iron  fpikes  3I. 

I have  by  no  means  finilhed  my  remarks  on  the  curious  informa- 
tion of  the  firft  Greek  hiftorian  relative  to  this  country  ; but,  as  this 
letter  is  already  of  a great  length,  and  I fhall  be  at  all  events 
obliged  to  return  to  the  Boryfthenes  when  I come  to  treat  of  the 
ancient  trade  of  thefe  colonies,  I {hall  referve  fome  important  matter 
till  then  % and  in  the  mean  time  bid  you  adieu. 


30  Since  writing  this  Letter,  I have  been  informed,  by  a friend  who  long  refided  in  thefe  coun- 
tries, that  a gentleman  of  the  Ukraine  laid  the  foundation  of  his  fortune  by  gold  images  and  or- 
naments that  he  found  in  l'ome  ancient  tombs  on  the  banks  of  the  Dnieper.  I am  forry  that 
his  fon,  a general  in  the  fervice,  and  a man  of  much  knowledge  and  liberality,  is  not  here  at 
prefent,  as  I am  fure  he  would  give  me  a particular  account  of  what  his  father  found. 

31  It  is  remarkable,  that  in  the  ancient  tombs  difeovered  by  Pallas  in  Siberia,  likewife  fufpc&ed 
to  have  belonged  to  a horde  of  Scythians,  or  Tartars,  ornaments  of  gold  were  alfo  found,  with 
arms,  &c.  and  horfes  bones  around  rhem  j which  fliew,  that  the  Scythian  funeral  cuftoms  de- 
scribed by  Herodotus  were  every  where  pra&ifed  by  them. 

■»*  See  Letter  XC. 
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X 'CANNOT  with  propriety  quit  the  Boryfthenes  without  taking 
fome  notice  of  the  important  rank  that  it  held  in  the  Middle  Ages, 
when  it  fent  out  fuch  formidable  fleets  of  Ruffian  lotkies  againft 
Conftantinople. 

1 lhall,  therefore,  give  you  here  a flight  Iketch  of  thefe  middle- 
age  expeditions,  from  a royal  hiftorian,  the  Emperor  Conftantinus 
Porphyrogenitus,  who  has  left  us  an  excellent  defcription  of  all  the 
countries  under  his  fceptre,  enriched  with  much  curious  and  im- 
portant matter,  to  which  I lhall  often  have  recourfe  when  fpeaking 
of  the  Taurida,  a large  part  whereof  he  both  governed  and 
defcribed. 

The  imperial  hiftorian  begins  by  telling  us,  that  the  nations  tri- 
butary to  the  Ruffians  brought  yearly  to  Kiof,  then  the  capital  of 
the  country,  a vaft  number  of  boats,  which  he  calls  monoxyles,  a 
term  exadtly  analogous  to  the  Ruffian  name  lotke , as  both  mean  a 
boat  cut  out  of  a Angle  log.  Certainly,  however,  we  muft  not  take 
it  in  the  ftridt  fenfe  ; for,  many  of  thefe  veflels  muft  have  carried  at 
leaft  20  or  30  men,  to  convey  fuch  an  army  as  embarked  on  thefe 
occafions,  either  to  wage  war  with  the  Greek  empire,  or  even  to 
trade  with  the  Bulgarians,  as  they  were  always  obliged  to  flght  their 
way  through  a hoft  of  enemies. 

With  a large  fleet  of  fuch  boats,  the  Ruffians  defeended  the  Da- 
naparis  or  Dnieper,  fays  Conftantine  ; dragging  them  overland  to 
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avoid  the  cataracts  33 ; fighting  their  way,  at  the  fame  time,  through 
the  hoftile  country  of  the  Patzinacites,  a powerful  nation,  their 
mortal  enemies,  who  occupied  the  banks  of  the  river,  and  who  af- 
terwards adtually  did  cut  off  the  Ruffian  hero  and  fovereign  Svetef- 
laf  the  Firft,  with  the  remainder  of  his  army,  on  his  return  from 
one  of  thefe  expeditions,  as  I fihall  afterwards  have  occafion  to  re- 
late, in  giving  the  local  hiftory  of  a city  in  the  Taurida.  This  la- 
borious double  duty,  then,  the  Ruffians  were  obliged  to  perform,  of 
dragging  their  boats  along-fhore  whilft  fighting  their  way,  till  they 
had  pafied  the  cataracts,  or  poroges,  and  arrived  at  the  narrow  part 
of  the  Boryfthenes,  called  by  the  antients  Trajedtus  Craffi,  where 
the  town  of  Bereflave  now  Rands,  their  firR  general  rendezvous  ; 
their  fecond  was  at  an  ifiand  off  the  mouth  of  the  Bog  (Bogus), 
named  in  the  Middle  Ages  St.  George,  where  they  Ropped  to  refit  ; 
and  their  third  Ration  was  the  ifiand  of  Achilles  of  the  Greeks,  or 
the  Infula  Luce  of  Strabo  and  Pomponius  Mela,  off  the  port  of 
OchakofF,  and  oppofite  to  the  Dromos  Achilleos,  or  point  of 
Killbourn. 

Thence  they  made  their  way  through  the  Sinus  Sagaricus,  or  Li- 
man of  the  Dnieper  (where  the  Turkifh  Captain  Bafha  had  feveral 
of  his  fhips  burnt  laff  war),  to  the  mouth  of  the  Dnieper  (Danaf- 
tris),  whence  they  fhaped  their  courfe  to  the  ifiand  Selina,  the  Infula 
Melafitus  of  the  ancients,  off  one  of  the  mouths  of  the  Danube, 
which  the  imperial  hifiorian  calls  Paraclitus  ; and,  lafily,  they 
reached  the  friendly  coaff  of  Bulgaria,  or  Maefia  of  the  ancients, 
whither  they  often  came  on  purpofe  to  trade  ; but  when  the  objedl 

33  I here  Iranferibe  the  names  of  the  feven  catarafts  of  the  Dnieper,  from  the  noble  hittorian, 
as  he  has  recorded  them  both  in  the  Ruffian  and  Sclavonic  languages,  which  point  out  a . difference 
between  them  even  at  that  early  period.  The  ift  porog,  or  fall,  he  calls  Effupe,  do  not  deep 
(in  Sclavonian).  2d.  Ulhorji  in  Sclavonian,  and  Oftra  buni  pratch  in  Rut's,  which  means  deep 
illand.  3d.  Gelanilic  (Sclavonian),  or,  uoife  of  the  falls.  4th,  Aiphar  (Rufs),  and  Neajfet 
(Sclavonian),  Pelican  Ned.  5th,  Baruphorum  (Rufs),  and  Bulne  pratch  (Sclavonian),  which 
means  the  lake  of  embarkation.  6th,  Leanti  (Rufs),  and  Bcruntze  (jn  Sclavonian),  a fountain. 
7th,  Strubu?i  (Rufs),  and  Napreji  (Sclavonian),  or  hillock. 
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of  their  expedition  was  war  with  the  Greeks,  they  proceeded  on  to 
a port  which  Conftantine  calls  Canope  ; but  whether  he  means  that 
of  Salices,  or  the  Iftrapolis  of  the  ancients,  I am  unable  to  determine, 
though  I am  certain  that  his  Canope  mufthave  been  one  or  other  of 
thefe  ports.  They  next  came  to  Conftantia,  now  Kiuftenge,  which 
feems  to  have  been  the  port  of  the  famous  city  of  Tome,  fo  ren- 
dered by  the  exile  of  Ovid,  if  D’Anville  be  founded  in  fuppofing 
Baba  or  Tomefwar  3*  the  modern  name  of  that  ancient  Greek  co- 
lony ; for  1 always  thought,  from  the  poet’s  defcription,  that  it  had 
been  fituated  directly  on  the  Euxine. 

The  Ruffian  fleet  then  failed  to  Varna,  the  OdePfus  of  the  an- 
cients, and  finiihed  their  voyage  (a  long  one  for  fuch  vefiels)  at 
Meflfembria,  now  Mifevria,  on  the  coafl:  of  Thrace,  the  Romalia 
of  the  Turks. 

Here  ends  the  Emperor’s  account  of  thofe  expeditions ; for  he 
makes  no  mention  of  the  Ruflians  going  further,  although  we 
know,  from  the  other  Byzantine  authors,  as  well  as  the  chronicle 
of  Neftor,  that  they  repeatedly  attacked  Conftantinople,  and,  in 
one  inftance,  are  recorded  to  have  been  defeated  in  the  Thracian 
Bofphorus 3S. 

r 

3+  Certainly  the  word  Tome — fwar  lias  preferred  the  ancient  name  of  the  city  of  Tome  joined 
to  the  barbarous  termination  fwar,  which  may  potlibly  mean  city,  but  in  what  language  I do 
not  knowj  for  I am  aflured  that  it  is  not  Turkifli. 

35  This  was  the  fleet  commandcd  by  Prince  Ofkold,  who  was  converted  to  Chriflianity  during 
this  unfortunate  expedition.  There  is  a Ruffian  opera,  intituled  Oleg  (the  name  of  the  uncle  and 
regent  during  the  minority  of  Rurik,  who  plays  a great  nnrt  in  the  piece),  faid  to  have  been  writ- 
ten by  a Great  Lady  *,  well  verfed  in  the  ancient  hiftory  of  her  empire,  with  the  evident  inten- 
tion of  recording  one  of  the  flrft  of  thefe  expeditions  againft  Conftantinople  ; and  to  fliew,  at 
the  fame  time,  the  ancient  ceremonies,  dretTes,  dances,  &c.  ufed  at  the  marriages  of  the  Tzars 
of  Ruffia,  or  rather  at  thofe  of  the  ancient  Grand  Dukes  before  they  took  the  title  of  Tczar,  or 
Tzar,  probably  in  imitation  of  the  Caefars  of  Conftantinople,  with  whom  they  had  fo  much  inter- 
courfe  by  war,  alliance,  intermarriage,  and  commerce.  It  is  poffible  that  an  Englilh  tranflation 
of  that  Imperial  compofition  may  hereafter  be  publifhed. 


* The  late  Eroprefs  Catherine. 
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The  firft  of  thefe  attacks  that  I find  recorded  by  the  Byzantine 
authors,  was  in  915,  when  they  made  dreadful  ravages  on  the 
coafts  of  the  empire  under  the  name  of  Rcffi,  and  Bahama:  (pro- 
bably three  hordes  of  the  fame  people),  with  a fleet  of  15,000  fail  3t  z 
but  were  defeated,  as  the  Byzantine  writers  aflert,  by  the  imperial 
Generals  Bardas  and  Curcuas. 

The  next  attack  was  in  964.  raid  965,  with  a great  army  and  fleet 
under  the  Ruffian  hero  Sveteflave,  father  of  Wolodimar  the  Great; 
but  he  was  cut  off  on  his  return,  with  the  fmall  remains  of  a 
mighty  army,  by  the  Patzinacae,  who  way-laid  him  as  he  pafled  the 
Dnieper.  As  the  Patzinacae  make  fo  great  a figure  in  the  Ruffian 
chronicles  as  enemies  of  Ruffia,  I (hall  mention  here,  that  I find 
-recorded  by  the  Byzantine  writers  the  captivity  of  a king  of  that 
nation,  called  Tyrach,  with  his  principal  nobles,  and  their  being 
brought  to  Conftantinople  in  the  reign  of  Conftantine  Monomachus, 
which  fhews  them  to  have  been  a people  living  under  a regal 
government. 

The  lad  attack  that  occurs  in  my  reading  was  in  1056,  during 
the  reign  of  the  Emperor  Monomachus  juft  mentioned,  who  gave 
his  daughter  to  the  Grand  Duke,  probably  to  make  friends  of  fuch 
troublefoine  enemies.  Adieu. 


38  It  is  furprifing  that  they  do  not  mention  two  attacks  before  this,  by  Olhold  in  865,  and  by 
Oleg  the  regent  in  qc .6. 
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From  Berejlavc,  at  the  Trojifhis  CrcJJi,  on  the  Boryjlhcnes. 

1 DOUBT  not  that,  for  more  than  one  reafon,  you  will  rejoice 
to  fee,  by  the  place  from  which  this  is  dated,  that  we  have  at  laft 
quitted  Cherfon  ; but,  in  the  firft  place,  this  is  not  the  time  of  their 
fatal  Sirocco  ; and,  in  thefecond,  fcribbling  on  favourite  fubjedts  to 
thofe  whom  we  love,  is  a cordial , and  of  courfe  an  antidote  to  pu- 
trid remittents;  however,  the  beft  argument  of  all  is,  that  w'e  did 
efcape  in  good  health,  early  this  morning,  the  grave  of  Howard, 
Potemkin,  and  of  many  thoufands  of  valiant  foldiers  ; and  faw 
nothing,  for  a great  length  of  way,  but  a dreary  defert,  where  neither 
the  human  form  nor  even  a habitation  is  to  be  feen : only  a few 
herds  of  cattle,  at  wide  intervals,  were  perceived  grazing  in  the 
ftept,  moftly  of  the  fame  grey i 111  colour  with  the  parched  grafs  at 
this  feafon  37.  This  folitary  and  difmal  tract  led  ns  up  to  where  the 
Tnguletz  falls  into  the  Dnieper,  about  15  verfts  above  Cherfon,  the 
pofition  (as  I faid  in  my  laft)  of  the  ancient  Greek  city  of  Olbio  ; 
but  none  of  thofe  ruins  are  now  to  be  feen,  which  marked  its  fitua- 
tion  ten  years  ago.  We  here  crofted  the  Inguletz  in  fuch  a boat  as 
poets  give  to  the  Stygean  ferryman  ; nor  did  the  appearance  of  the 
rowers  difgrace  their  veftel ; fo  that  I will  venture  to  fay,  that  the 

37  A whitifli  grey  colour  is  fo  prevalent  in  the  Southern  provinces  of  Rufha,  which  fupply  the 
markets  of  Peterfburg  with  horned  cattle,  that  the  Britidi  term  black  cattle  would  be  here  com- 
pletely inapplicable,  as  there  are  not  two  black  oxen  in  a drove  of  a hundred,  and  indeed  very 
few'  that  are  not  white  inftead  of  black  cattle. 
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man  capable  of  fear  will  not  find  himfelf  much  at  his  eafe  in  the 
frail  bark  of  this  Scythian  Charon,  particularly  when  he  reflects  on 
the  difference  of  weight  between  the  two  cargoes;  for,  thank  heaven  ! 
I have  now  but  little  appearance  of  a ghoft  ; and  Purely  my  compa- 
nions could  never  be  ranked  among  the  (hades,  as  the  cracking  and 
leaking  of  the  crazy  boat  convinced  us  all,  although  our  alarm  did 
not  feem  in  the  leaft  to  affedt  our  Tartar  conductors,  who  all  fwim 
like  fiih. 

On  landing,  we  found  the  country  fomething  pleafanter  than  that 
which  we  had  left,  efpecially  the  fituation  of  the  little  village  Re- 
pinfka,  on  a fort  of  creek  or  angle  of  the  river,  tolerably  well 
built,  and  containing  two  or  three  pretty  decent  habitations,  which 
might  pafs  for  villas  in  a defert  where  only  a few  miferable  cottages 
are  feen  befide.  We  again  afeended  the  Dnieper  55  verfts  higher, 
to  the  Trajectus  Crafli  of  antiquity,  the  pafs  of  modern  as  well  a3 
ancient  times,  as  here  the  river  is  narrower  than  at  any  other  place 
below  the  falls,  or  Porogi ; and  we  found  the  road  to  it,  not  only 
as  folitary  and  defert  as  the  former,  but  more  fatiguing  from  being 
cut  into  little  ravins,  probably  by  the  overflowing  of  the  river  with 
the  melted  fnow  in  the  fpring.  This  laft  diftriet  abounds  with  a 
fpecies  of  conic  tumuli,  very  common,  in  the  ftepts  of  ancient  Scy- 
thia, or  modern  Tartary,  much  refembliug  thole  deferibed  by  the 
Abbe  Chevalier  in  the  plain  of  Troy  (Philofophical  Tranfadtions 
of  the  Royal  Society  of  Edinburgh,  Vol.  III.),  and  others  which  I 
fhall  hereafter  deferibe  as  abounding  in  the  ancient  kingdom  of 
Bofphorus. 

Some  people  contend  that  they  are  not  tombs,  but  hillocks  formed 
by  the  alhes  thrown  out  of  the  Tartar  tents  while  encamped  on  the 
(pot;  which  is  a fadfc,  and  a very  wife  meafure  too,  as,  by  making 
the  graves  of  their  companions  the  bafes  of  thefe  conic  hillocks, 
they  prevent  putrid  exhalations,  while  they  raile  a rude  monument 
to  departed  friends  without  cither  trouble  or  expence  : a practice  of 
the  moil  remote  antiquity,  and  which  may  very  probably  be  the 


45 


A TOUR  THROUGH  TIIE  TAURIDA,  &c. 

origin  of  the  conic  form  which  their  tombs  prcferved  in  all  the 
parts  of  Europe,  &c.  whither,  conqued  and  emigration  led  the 
lwarms  from  Tartary  recorded  by  fo  many  authors  : even  thofe  who 
have  embraced  the  religion  of  Mahomet  preserve  this  ancient  ufage, 
as  walking  over  the  grave  of  a MufTelman  is  a fpecies  of  profanation, 
and  a little  mount  of  earth  is  always  raifed  on  it,  to  prevent  fuch 
an  accident,  even  out  of  the  deferts  of  Scythia,  although  i fufpect 
that  the  cuftom  took  its  origin  there. 

The  fmall  town  of  Bereflave,  which  Rands  on  this  pafs,  has 
nothing  to  recommend  it  but  its  fine  view  of  the  Dnieper,  which 
we  eroded  here  in  a floating  wooden  bridge,  that  funk  under  our 
feet  at  every  Rep,  the  water  fplafhing  up  between  the  loofc  floating- 
boards  ; fortunately,  however,  as  the  weather  was  calm  and  fine, 
we  only  felt  the  want  of  a folid  Rone  bridge,  inflead  of  this  barba- 
rous contrivance,  from  which  the  traveller  might,  in  fafety  and 
eafe,  enjoy  the  romantic,  profpcct  of  the  banks  of  the  Borydhenes, 
which  a fine  wild-looking  little  ifland,  covered  with  reeds,  and 
placed  in  the  middle  of  the  dream,  greatly  heightens,  while  it 
offers  an  excellent  central  fupport  to  the  propofed  bridge,  which 
certainly  muR  be  one  day  thrown  acrofs,  if  ever  the  country  be 
peopled  with  other  inhabitants  than  wandering  Tartars,  who  re- 
quire no  other  bridge  than  the  backs  of  their  brother  beajts . You 
will  perceive,  my  good  friend,  by  this  lad  expreftion,  that  dancing 
on  boards  laid  on  water  has  not  fo  happy  an  effebt  on  a woman’s 
temper,  as  tripping  them  merrily  at  an  afiembly  ; however,  con- 
fiderirrg  my  late  fright  in  their  worfe  than  Stygeau  bark,  and  our 
dill  later  exercife  on  their  fquirting  bridge,  which  nearly  filled  my 
ihoes,  I really  think  that  the  Tartars  have  got  well  »o  ft'  with  one 
Angle  expreflion  of  anger  from  your  enraged  Spoufe,  M,  Ck 
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from  the  Xogay  Slept,  or  Defer t. 


Fk  OM  the  banks  of  the  Dnieper  we  travelled  through  a deep 
fandy  road  to  a little  village  on  the  fkirts  of  the  Nogay  ftept,  where 
the  government  or  province  of  the  Taurida  begins,  forne  time  before 
you  arrive  at  the  peninfula  itfelf. 

The  Nogay  Tartars,  who  have  wandered  for  fome  ages  in  this 
defert  (a  part  of  the  primitive  or  little  Scythia  of  the  ancients), 
were  originally  a fubdivifion  of  the  famous  golden  horde  placed  in 
the  Kaptchak  58  by  the  conqueror  Zingis  Chan,  (properly 
Tfchinghis),  who,  on  fome  quarrel  among  themfelves ’%  feparated 
from  the  main  body  of  their  nation,  under  a chief  or  general 
named  Nogay,  and  very  probably  were,  by  that  means,  the  only 
part  of  it  that  efcaped  the  fword  of  Tamarlane,  Khan  of  Sama- 
racand,  who  exterminated  the  golden  horde  in  1384  and  1393,  and 
overturned  the  empire  of  Zingis,  or  at  leaf!  left  the  fmall  remains 
of  it  fo  weak  as  to  fail  an  eafy  prey  to  the  Tzar  Ivan  Vafilitch,  after 
having  for  two  centuries  kept  Ruflia  in  lubjedtion. 

33  The  Kaptchak  is  the  didridt  lying  between  the  Don  and  Yaik,  more  properly  Ural. 

35  I do  not  know  whether  it  was  on  a fimilar  occafion,  or  for  want  of  room  in  the  Kaptchat, 
that  a brother  of  Baaty  Khan  led  a part  of  this  Weftern  army. of  Monguls  to  found  another  kha- 
nate, or  kingdom;  on  the  Ural  chain  of  mountains,  and  the  river  of  that  name  famous  in  thofc 
days  by  the  well-known  name  of  the  kingdom  of  Turan,  which  extended  its  dominions  into 
Siberia,  and  only  fell  by  the  Ruffian  eonqueft  of  that  country,  when  its  lad  khan,  called 
Kutlliurii,  was  brought  prifoner  to  Mofcow  in  1598. 


We 


47 


A TOUR  THROUGH  THE  TAURIDA,  &c. 

Wc  faw  nothing  in  paffng  this  extenfive  ftept,  or  plain,  but  ail 
immenfe  extent  of  pafturage,  well  adapted  for  the  wide  range  of 
thefc  Nomades,  with  their  flying  camps  and  numerous  herds  ; but 
it  is  by  no  means  with  a mind  at  eafe,  that  one  paffes  through  the 
country  of  a people  who  have  kept  the  furrounding  nations  for 
ages  in  continual  alarms  by  their  predatory  expeditions.  It  is  im-- 
poflible,  in  a tour  through  the  Wilds  of  Scythia,  not  to  fmile  at 
the  ideas  which  fpeculative  philofophers  from  their  cabinets  have 
fpread  abroad,  on  the  innocence,  happinefs,  &c.  of  the  paftoral 
Rate ; probably  by  confounding  men  who  follow  the  occupation  of 
fhepherds  in  civil  fociety  with  the  fhepherds  of  holy  writ,  the 
paftoral  Tartars,  or  Arabs,  who  have  at  different  periods  drenched 
the  world  with  blood,  and  put  whole  nations  to  the  fword  : this 
ridiculous  ignorance  is  of  a piece  with  the  eulogiums  of  the  fame 
l'peculatifts  on  man  in  a Rate  of  nature,  whom  we  are  forry  to  ac- 
knowledge, after  the  new  light  thrown  on  the  fubjcdl  by  our  late 
circumnavigators,  joined  to  the  old  which  were  beginning  to  be 
difbelieved,  that  he  is  the  moft  favage  and  dangerous  animal  in 
nature,  commonly  feeding  on  his  vanquifhed  enemies,  and  that  he 
is  always  mild,  humane,  and  rational,  in  proportion  to  his  ad- 
vancement in  civilization,  although  even  that  feems  to  have  its 
limits,  after  which  he  becomes  again  a favage  (whereof  we  have  a 
recent  inflance  in  the  moft  highly  polifhed  nation  of  modern 
Europe),  dcftroying  ail  human  and  divine  inffitutions,  with  the 
boafted  monuments  of  genius,  art,  and  tafte  4°. 

To  return  to  our  rude  Nogay  Tartars,  with  a weaker  fenfe  of 
fuperiority,  after  touching  on  the  effedts  of  a morbid  excefs  of 
polilh.  They  feem  to  be  greatly  changed  of  late  years  by  Ruffian, 
fubjedtion,  when  we  compare  the  following  recent  account  with 
what  has  been  faid  of  them  by  former  travellers. 

40  It  is  with  pleafure  we  fee,  that,  after  having  cut  off  the  civilized  favages  who  preached  the 
deftruction  of  civil  order,  the  French  nation  begins  to  feel  humanity,  and  flowly  to  ere£l  a new 
fpedes  of  government. 

An 


48 


A TOUR  THROUGH  THE  TAURIDA,  &c. 

Aa  Italian  merchant,  fettled  in  Cherfon,  tells  me,  that  on  tra- 
velling lately  from  thence,  through  the  whole  Nogay  ftept,  to  the 
city  of  Taganrok,  on  the  fca  of  Azof,  he  was  treated  with  great 
hofpitality  and  kindnefs  by  this  very  horde  who  ufcd  to  make  others 
tremble ; and  that  they  furnifhed  him  mod;  readily  with  horfes, 
without  even  requiring  the  hire  at  fome  Rages  ; however,  you  mint 
not  only  have  your  own  carriage,  but  even  harnefs,  as  they  have 
none  to  fuppiy  you  with.  He  faid,  he  found  their  chief  named 
Beyazct  Beg,  i.  e.  Prince  Bajazet,  dwelling  in  a littie  town  built 
with  clay,  on  the  lake  and  rivulet  Bolotchik,  the  Gyrrhus  of  anti- 
quity according  to  D’ Anvil  le.,  although  I have,  in  following 
Peyffonel  (my  ufual  guide  in  all  doubtful  cafes),  placed  that  river 
in  another  diftricf,  at  which  we  are  juft  on  the  point  of  arriving. 

This  Tartar  prince,  who  lives  like  his  Scythian  anceftors,  the 
/lbiens  of  Strabo , principally  on  milk  and  its  preparation  koumis 
(which  conftitutes  the  food,  wine,  and  brandy  of  the  Tartars), 
with  occafionally  the  flefti  of  his  flocks,  drelfed  in  the  fimple  Nomade 
ftyle  of  the  defert,  conceived  an  idea  that  he  mull  treat  an  European 
in  a different  manner,  and  accordingly  had  an  entertainment  pre- 
pared in  what  he  certainly  fuppofed  to  be  the  European  tafte, 
but  which  obliged  his  gueft  to  Heal  out  from  table  to  give  back 
what  he  had  been  forced  in  civility  to  fwallow  of  the  Nogay  din- 
ner, ‘ mod  fearfully  and  wonderfully  made  whereas  he  probably 
would  have  dined  heartily  on  their  ordinary  food,  milk  and  mut- 
ton : however,  he  made  his  efcape  next  forenoon,  (while  all  Baja- 
zet’s  cooks  were  at  work  on  a fecond  feaft,  which  was  far  to  outdo 
the  firft)  not  having  been  able  to  quiet  the  qualms  of  his  ffomach. 
He  did  not,  however,  efcape  without  a kind  reproach  from  the 
Nogay  chief,  who  allured  him  that  his  cooks  were  preparing  a din- 
ner for  him  that  day  in  the  French  ftyle,  as  he  did  not  feem  to  relilh 
the  Italian  one  yefterday. 

My  Cherfon  acquaintance  then  concluded  the  relation  of  his 
journey  through  the  Defert,  with  declaring,  that  the  boafted  Italian 
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repaft  might  have  been  fuch  in  the  time  of  the  Cimbri  (originally 
from  this  very  country,  and  the  Cimmerian  Bofphorus  at  no  great 
diRance) ; but  that  he  doubted  much,  whether  ever  fuch  an  enter- 
tainment had  been  given  in  his  country  fince  the  days  of  thefe 
Maeotid  invaders. 

But  to  continue  our  own  journey  through  the  Defert,  after  having 
related  that  of  another  modern  traveller,  to  fhow  the  prefent  cha- 
racter of  the  Nogays. 

We  now  palled  a Rone  bridge  over  the  river  Kalangara,  into 
which  fall  into  rivulets,  the  Gerrhus  and  Hyparchis  of  the  an- 
tients,  according  to  Peyflonnel. 

The  river  Kalangara,  as  it  is  called  in  the  Ruffian  maps,  empties 
itfelf  into  the  bay  of  Korali,  the  Sinus  Carcinatis  of  the  antients  ; 
and  at  its  mouth  Rood  the  old  city  of  Carcinatis. 

Here  was  the  boundary  of  the  primitive  Scythia  of  Herodotus, 
which  comprehended  between  its  WeRern  limit  the  Danube,  and  the 
bay  of  Carcinatis,  where  we  now  are,  a fquare  fpace  of  4000  Rades, 
or  400  Roman  miles  ; however,  it  is  to  be  remembered,  when  con- 
Rdering  the  antient  geography  of  thefe  regions,  that  the  little  Scy- 
thia of  Strabo  extended  from  the  Danube  to  the  Calpian  fea,  greatly 
beyond  the  limits  given  it  by  his  Grecian  predeceffior.  In  an  hour’s 
drive,  after  paffing  this  river,  we  arrived  at  Perecop,  the  entrance 
to  the  Taurida,  the  Taphra  of  the  antients,  and  the  Or  Capi,  or 
Golden  Gate,  of  the  Tartars,  through  which  I fhall  carry  you  in 
my  next  Letter,  having  certainly  made  in  this  a journey  fufficiently 
long  : and  furely  if  reflexions  and  anecdotes  are  ever  well  timed,  it 
muR  be  in  croffing  fuch  a Rept  as  we  have  now  left,  where  not  a 
Angle  objeCf  prefents  itfelf  to  cheer  the  wearied  eye,  or  animate  the 
drooping  fpirits,  of  Yours,  &c. 
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From  Perecop,  the  Tctphra  of  the  Anlients,  and  Golden  Gate  of  the  Tartars. 

To  this  city,  now  reduced  to  50  or  60  wooden  houfes,  you  enter 
through  a vaulted  gate  ",  eredted  on  the  bridge  laid  over  the  deep 
trench  (cut  acrofs  the  ifthmus)  from  which  the  town  takes  its 
name  both  ancient  and  modern,  for  prz-kop  in  Tartar  means  a 
ditch , as  does  taphras  in  Greek. 

There  are  ftill  fome  remains  here  of  the  famous  wall  which 
Xenophon,  in  his  continuation  of  Thucydides,  tells  us  was  built  by 
Dercyllius,  general  of  the  Lacedaemonians,  within  the  above-men- 
tioned taphras,  or  trench,  four  miles  and  fix  hundred  paces  long, 
in  confequence  of  a reprefentation  made  to  him  while  commanding 
an  army  in  Thrace,  nowRomali,  by  deputies  from  the  Cherfonefus 
Taurica  (the  antient  name  of  the  Crimea  or  I'aurida),  who  de- 
clared the  peninfula  conftantly  expofed  to  the  incurfions  of  the 
Scythians  of  the  defert;  and,  the  more  certainly  to  engage  the  general 
to  build  the  required  wall,  they  affured  him  that  he  would  thereby 
fecure  the  peace  and  happinefs  of  eleven  cities,  feveral  fea-ports,  and 
many  vineyards,  befides  a quantity  of  corn  and  pafture  land,  all  in 
the  alliance  and  protection  of  Sparta41 ; and  Xenophon  adds,  that 

41  Whether  this  gate  was  once  gilt,  to  give  it  the  name  of  the  Golden  Gate,  or  whether  it  ac- 
quired that  name  while  the  Golden  horde  poflTcffed  the  Taurida,  I cannot  determine. 

41  The  deputation  mentioned  as  above  by  Xenophon  mull  have  been  font  from  the  Weftern 
part  of  the  Taurida,  viz.  the  city  of  Cherfon  and  its  dependencies  for  I fliall  Ihew,  when  we 
arrive  at  the  Eallern  part,  or  the  kingdom  of  Bofphorus,  that  it  was  in  clofe  alliance  with  Athens 
about  this  time,  and  had  no  conneftion  with  Sparta. 
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Dercyllius  finiihed  it  in  one  fu miner  by  offering  rewards  to  the  moft 
diligent  of  his  foldiers.  Procopius,  fecretary  to  Belifarius,  after- 
wards PrefeCt  of  Conftantinople,  and  honoured  by  Juftinian  with 
the  title  of  Illuftrious,  adds  to  this  information  of  Xenophon,  that 
this  wall  was  guarded  by  600  towers,  poffibly  built  afterwards  by 
the  Greeks  themfclves  fettled  at  the  Taurida,  as  Procopius  wrote  in 
the  fixth  century. 

The  part  of  the  wall  which  Hill  remains  is  faff  mouldering  into 
the  trench,  as  is  alfo  an  old  fort,  probably  a more  modern  work, 
which  ftands  about  a hundred  paces  to  the  left  of  the  Gate,  and 
feems  once  to  have  been  a place  of  fome  ftrength  againft  the  attacks 
of  the  roving  Tartars  of  the  defert. 

We  were  moft  agreeably  furprifed,  in  a place  which  promifed  fo 
little,  on  being  moft  hofpitably  received,  and  treated  with  a good 
fupper,  by  the  director  of  the  fait  works,  in  a much  better  houfe 
and  tafte  than  we  could  have  expeCted  on  entering  a fecond  defert, 
or  ftept,  for  fuch  is  the  flat  Northern  part  of  the  Taurida  till  you 
pafs  the  river  Salgir,  and  come  to  the  fine  mountainous  or  Southern 
region,  which  amply  repays  your  trouble  in  travelling  over  deferts 
to  arrive  at  it.  Even  the  furniture  of  this  hofpitable  manfion  drew 
our  attention,  in  the  pleafing  train  of  mind  into  which  our  unex- 
pected good  cheer  had  put  us  ; but  what  really  aftonifhed  us  was, 
a handfome  little  library  of  Ruffian  books,  all  prettily  and  uni- 
formly bound  ; though,  upon  reflection,  1 do  not  know  why  we 
were  furprifed  ; for,  if  ever  books  were  neceffary,  it  is  at  the  Golden. 
Gate  of  the  Taurida.. 

Now,  my  good  friend,  to  punifh  you  for  your  provoking  ex- 
pectation of  the  charming  dlforder  that  was  to  reign  in  my  travels, 
and  which  a long  journey  has  not  yet  digefted,  I am  refolved  to  en- 
trench myfelf  here  in  this  fame  Taphra,  and  not  ftir  a foot  farther 
into  the  Taurida,  till  1 have  given  you  a fketch  of  the  geography 
and  moral  revolutions  of  this  celebrated  peninfula,  in  all  the  method 
and  regularity  of  mafculine  travels. 

H 2 
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To  begin  then  (I  hope  early  enough)  : Old  Herodotus  tells  us, 
that  fo  early  as  in  his  time  the  Tauro-Scythians  had  driven  out  the 
Cimmerians,  or  Cimbri,  the  antient  inhabitants  oh  this  peninfula, 
and  given  their  own  name  to  it,  which  the  Greeks  adopted,  and 
called  it  Cherfonefus  T auric  a,  although  the  Rraits  between  the 
Taurida  and  the  ifiand  of  Taman,  or  Phanagaria,  Rill  retained  the 
name  of  the  fugitives  in  that  of  the  Cimmerian  Bofphorus.  Two 
cities  equally  retained  the  name  of  thelc  fifR  inhabitants,  viz . Urbs 
Cimmerius,  now  Stara  Crim,  or  Old  Crim,  then  the  capital  of  the 
Taurida ; and  another  city  of  the  fame  name,  the  antient  capital 
of  Taman,  before  the  Greeks  built  the  Milefian  capital,  Phanagoria, 
on  that  ifland. 

Long  before  the  time  of  the  Greek  hiftorian,  the  fhores  of  the 
Taurida  were  covered  with  Greek  fettlcrs  ; from  whom,  and  the 
Grecian  coloniRs  on  the  Dniefier  and  Dnieper,  he  muR  have  ob- 
tained the  great  mafs  of  information  on  thefe  countries  with  which 
his  4th  book  (Melpomene)  abounds,  and  to  which  I fhall  occa- 
fionally  Rill  refort  in  the  courfe  of  iny  Tour. 

Authors  likewife  fpeak  of  a fuccefTion  of  barbarians  appearing  at 
different  periods  in  the  Taurida,  fuch  as  Alains,  Goths,  Huns, 
Kofars,  and,  laRly,  Crim  Tartars,  a detachment  of  the  Golden 
horde  from  the  Kaptchak,  who  feem  to  have  taken  the  appellation 
Crim  from  the  antient  capital,  Stara  Crim , or  Old  Crim,  mentioned 
above ; which  had  probably  at  that  time  given  its  name  to  the 
whole  peninfula,  as  has  been  frequently  the  cafe  with  the  other 
cities  which  fucccffively  held  that  honour  ; fuch  as  Soudak, 
Caffa,  &c. 

Procopius  afferts,  that  each  of  thefe  nations  was,  in  turn,  fove- 
reign  of  the  Taurida  ; however,  be  that  as  it  may,  thofe  paRoral 
hordes  feem  to  have  done  little  more  than  drive  one  another  from 
the  graffy  plains  of  the  peninfula  ; as  we  find  the  maritime  cities 
conRantly  occupied  by  the  enlightened  commercial  nations  of 
Europe,  from  the  firR  fettlement  of  the  Greeks,  to  the  TurkiRi 

ConqueR  ; 
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ConqueR  ; fo  that  I flaall  principally  confine  myfelf  to  the  hiftory 
of  thofe  poli iTied  nations  which  alone  have  left  records  to  confult ; 
although  certainly  the  Scythian  or  Tartar  hordes,  who  occupied  the 
internal  parts,  are  often  mentioned  in  the  more  interelling  re- 
volutions of  the  fea  ports.  Among  the  enlightened  conquerors  of 
the  Taurida,  whole  motive  feems  to  have  been  trade,  was  Mithri- 
dates  the  Great,  King  of  Pontus,  in  the  fecond  century  before  ChriR, 
and  who  kept  it  in  his  family  till  his  parricide  fon,  Pharnaces,  was 
finally  defeated  by  Julius  Caefar  ; when  the  Romans  became  mailers 
of  the  peninfula,  and  retained  it  under  the  Wellern  and  EaRern 
empire  down  to  the  Turkifh  Conqueft  in  the  fixteenth  century;  for 
the  Venetian  and  Genoefe  colonies,  however  little  the  laR  were  dif- 
pofed  to  acknowledge  it,  in  the  zenith  of  their  power,  were  always 
vaffals  of  the  throne  of  Conltantinople  ; or  rather  it  was  the  Tar- 
tar Chan,  or  prince  of  the  Crimea  (as  the  Taurida  was  then  called), 
under  whom  thefe  commercial  republicans  held  petty  princes,  who 
acknowledged  the  feeble  Caefars  as  their  Lords  paramount,  and 
paid  them  a fpecies  of  tribute. 

This  is  all  that  I mean  to  fay  here  of  the  revolutions  of  the  Tau- 
rida; as  in  the  general  hiltory  of  the  colonies  fettled  on  the  fhores 
of  the  Euxine,  to  be  hereafter  43  given,  and  in  the  local  hillory 
of  each  maritime  city  that  we  vifit,  every  event  that  has  been  re- 
corded by  clahic  or  Byzantine  authors  will  appear  in  its  place.  If 
I have  patience  to  fit  Rill  here  till  I have  finilhed  what  I purpofed, 
and  added  a flight  fketch  of  the  geography  to  the  revolutions  of 
the  Taurida,  you  will  have  reafon  to  be  well  content  with  the 
philofophy  of  Yours,  &c. 

43  Letter  LXXV.  & feqq. 
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From  Perecop, 

The  Taurida  lies  between  44“  17'  and  46°  7'  of  North  latitude, 
and  between  50°  10  and  540  23  of  Eaft  longitude  (reckoning  from 
the  ifland  of  Ferro),  according  to  the  lateft  and  belt  Ruffian  map, 
made  from  a careful  furvey  fince  the  peninfula  became  a part  of 
the  Empire. 

It  is  about  85  verfts,  or  56*  Englifh  miles,  long,  from  Perecop 
in  a right  line  South  to  the  port  of  Balaklava  on  the  Euxine  ; and 
about  300  verfts,  or  200  miles,  broad,  from  cape  Tarkanfkoi  pro- 
jecting into  the  Black  Sea  on  the  Weftern  coaft,  to  the  city  of 
Jenikal  on  the  Cimmerian  Bofphorus,  or  Straits,  which  divide  the 
"Taurida  from  the  ifland  of  Taman. 

The  large  river  Salgir  nearly  divides  the  peninfula  into  two  equal 
parts  ; and,  mold  conveniently  for  the  geographer  who  wifhes  to 
defcribe  it,  feparates  the  faline  grafly  ftept,  or  plain,  on  the  North, 
(which  has  apparently  been  occupied  in  all  ages  by  Scythians  and 
their  flocks)  from  the  fine  mountainous  country  to  the  South,  the 
admiration  and  abode  of  polifhed  commercial  nations  for  upwards 
of  two  thoufand  years,  who  filled  its  ports  with  fhips  and  mer- 
chandize, till  the  barbarous  Turks  fhut  up  the  Thracian  Bofphorus, 
and  turned  the  bufy  Euxine  into  a watery  defert. 

But,  what  is  truly  furpriflng  is,  that  thefe  two  diftriCts,  thus  acci- 
dentally feparated  by  the  river  Salgir,  are  as  different  in  climate,  foil, 
and  productions,  as  two  countries  widely  diftant  from  each  other  ; 
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a cold  bleak  winter  often  prevailing  in  the  ftept  expofed  to  N.  E. 
winds,  which  fweep  the  whole  plain,  without  a tree  or  hillock  to 
break  their  force  ; at  the  fame  time  that  the  weather  in  the  Southern 
vallres  is  mild  and  agreeable,  and  the  fields  are  covered  with 
flowers  ; fo  that  thefe  two  natural  divifions  muff  abfolutely  be  de- 
fcribed  feparately. 

The  Northern  half,  then,  from  the  Salgir  up  to  the  place  where 
1 am  now  writing,  is  a level  uniform  plain  without  tree  or  hillock, 
which  the  fea  feems  to  have  formerly  covered,  and  on  retiring 
left  its  cavities  full  of  fait  water,  now  the  Salt  Lakes,  its  greateft 
riches  and  principal  revenue.  Thefe,  however,  may  probably  Hill 
communicate  with  the  fea. 

But,  independent  of  the  (lore  of  fait  contained  in  thefe  natural 
refervoirs,  the  fea  has  likewife  left  fo  ftrong  an  impregnation  of 
that  mineral  in  many  other  parts  of  the  plain  (more  particularly  on 
the  fliores,  and  the  banks  of  the  lakes,  where  the  earth  is  conftantly 
kept  faturated  with  it),  that  nothing  will  grow  but  plants  that  de- 
light in  fait ; which,  however,  afford  excellent  pafture  for  horfes, 
wool-bearing  animals,  and,  above  all,  for  dromedaries  and  camels. 
But,  notwithflanding  this  uncommon  alliance  between  the  Tauric 
ftept  and  the  ocean,  which  makes  it  promife  fo  little  to  agriculture, 
in  places  where  the  fait  has  been  wallied  out  by  rain  and  mountain 
floods,  corn  has  been  reared  in  great  quantities,  fo  as  to  have  ren- 
dered the  Taurida  the  granary  of  the  Euxine,  till  the  late  wars 
banifhed  or  deftroyed  fuch  a number  of  the  inhabitants,  that  the 
lands  now  lie  uncultivated,  and  will  continue  fo  till  the  known 
toleration  of  Ruffia,  joined  to  wife  regulations  for  the  production  of 
new  fettlers,  fhall  repeople  the  famous  Cherfonefe.  which  will  one 
day  be  a brilliant  gem  in  the  Imperial  diadem. 

I fhall  finifh  this  hafty  fketch  of  the  low  and  level  part  of  tliG 
Taurida,  by  remarking,  that  it  is  as  fultry  and  even  fcorching  in  fum- 
mer,  as  it  is  bleak  and  cold  in  winter,  and  from  the  fame  caufe  in 
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both  feafons,  viz.  a want  of  fhclter ; while  the  water  is  of  courfe 
brackifli.in  the  faline  grounds. 

To  my  Map  I refer  you  for  the  rivers,  and  every  thing  elfe  here 
omitted  ; though,  in  coming  back  this  way.  1 do  not  intend  pafiing 
any  objeCt  without  notice. 

The  Southern  half  begins  gradually  to  rife  from  the  Salgir  into 
a ridge  of  calcareous  mountains,  the  whole  breadth  of  the  greater 
peninfula,  till  it  reaches  the  leiler,  of  Kerch,  which  is  a diminutive 
plain,  comparatively  with  the  one  that  I have  been  deicribing, 
that  makes  a kind  of  wing  to  the  Taurida,  and  runs  EaRward  to 
the  Cimmerian  Bofphorus. 

Between  this  firft,  or  calcareous  chain,  and  a fecond  of  high 
fchiRous  or  flaty  mountains,  which  border  the  Southern  Ihore,  lie 
fome  of  the  moft  charming  temperate  vallies  to  be  found  in  any 
country,  enjoying  the  climate  and  productions  of  Europe  ; while 
beyond  them,  that  is,  between  thefe  laft  mountains  and  the  Euxine, 
are  fituated  another  range  of  vallies,  ft  ill  warmer,  which  boaft  the 
climate  and  fruits  of  Afia  minor,  and  where,  in  the  opinion  of 
Pallas,  even  the  delicate  orange  might  flourifh  without  fear  of 
winter  froft. 

To  thefe  curious  varieties  of  climate  and  foil  (occafioned  by  local 
caufcs),  in  fo  ihort  a diRance  as  85  verfts,  from  Perecop  to  the  South- 
ern fhore,  which  may  teach  geographers  not  to  judge  of  climate,  in 
their  Rudies,  merely  from  latitude  and  longitude,  I fhall  only  add 
here  a few  peculiarities  in  the  natural  hiftory  of  the  peninfula,  as 
more  will  appear  in  the  courfe  of  my  Letters,  when  I fhall  come  to 
treat  of  particular  places.  Granite,  the  common  bafis  of  moun- 
tains, is  wanting  in  thofe  of  the  Taurida,  which  are  entirely  made 
up  of  what  commonly  conRitutes  the  fecond  and  third  orders  ; nay, 
what  is  Rill  more  extraordinary,  not  only  is  every  trace  of  metals 
wanting  in  them,  but  even  the  ordinary  matrices  of  the  precious 
metals,  granite,  feltfpath,  and  gneis,  with  the  micaceous  and 
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horny  (late,  or  fchiftus,  are  not  to  be  found  here;  while  theTauric 
quartz  does  not  contain  a particle  of  metal  of  any  kind. 

The  vallies,  and  ravins  cut  out  by  torrents  in  the  Tauric  moun- 
tains (the  only  beds  of  rivers  in  this  country),  are  always  either 
fcooped  out  in  the  argillaceous  fchiftus,  or  in  the  foft  and  moulder- 
ing breccia,  which  compofe  fo  great  a part  of  them  ; while  the 
petrifactions  contained  in  thofe  mountains  are  confined  to  the  cal- 
careous rocks,  or  fandy  flate,  and  are  all  foreign  fhells,  not  found 
In  the  furrounding  feas  ; a fure  proof  of  great  antiquity. 

As  to  the  botany  of  the  Tauric  plain  (for  I fhall  afterwards  have 
occafion  to  mention  the  plants  of  the  hills  and  vallies),  it  is  nearly 
asfimple  and  uniform  as  that  of  the  plains  between  the  Don  and  the 
Volga,  defcribed  by  Pallas  ; a few  fpecies  of  centaury  making  the 
only  difference  ; one  of  which  is  the  principal  food  of  the  Tauric 
fheep  ; but,  as  we  are  fummoned  to  dinner,  I fhall  make  an 
end  of  my  curiofities  and  my  Letter,  with  alluring  you  that 
I am,  &c. 


LETTER  XVI. 


From  the  Tauric  Slept. 

X AM  juft  mounted  on  my  dromedary,  and  on  the  point  of  fetting 
off,  to  fcampcr  acrofs  the  plain  as  far  as  Kofloff  on  the  Euxine. 
Do  not  be  alarmed,  however;  for,  as  the  Tartars  have  horfes  in 

I this 


58  A TOUR  THROUGH  THE  TAURIDA,  &c. 

this  Rept,  as  well  as  camels  and  dromedaries,  they  put  fix  excellent 
mares  to  our  coach,  which  I very  quietly  entered,  not  a little 
pleafed  at  the  exchange  ; but  Rill  there  was  fome  truth  in  my 
flourilh,  as  I did  get  upon  a dromedary  for  a moment,  to  be  able 
to  fay  that  I had  mounted  that  curious  and  fvvift  meffenger  of  the 
defert. 

Fall  as  we  flew,  I did  not  fail  to  obferve,  as  ufual,  the  few  ob- 
jedts  which  a Scythian  defert  can  offer,  differing  only  from  an  Ara- 
bian in  being  covered  with  grafs,  inftead  of  fand , as  remarked  in  a 
former  letter. 

At  about  five  verfts  from  the  new,  we  faw  the  old  town  of  Pere- 
cop,  confiding  of  fome  hundreds  of  houfes,  of  one  Rory,  without 
either  order  or  fymmetry,  in  the  midR  of  an  open  burning  plain, 
where  none  but  Tartars  could  exiR,  without  any  fpecies  of  fhelter 
at  this  feafon  ; indeed,  we  had  abundant  reafon,  in  our  journey  of 
this  day,  to  wonder  at  the  very  improvident  difpofition  of  thefe 
people,  living  in  fixed  habitations  in  an  open  plain,  and  even 
rearing  com  in  confiderable  quantity,  without  one  generation  ever 
having  the  forefight  or  humanity  to  plant  for  the  comfort  and  advan- 
tage of  another  ; but  if  the  fiony  hardnefs  of  the  foil  here  is  equal 
to  that  of  the  Repts  near  the  Bog,  as  noticed  in  my  Third  Letter,  it 
is  very  probable  that  trees  will  not  grow  ; more  efpecially  when  the 
faline  impregnation  of  many  parts  of  this  defert  is  confidered  ; 
which  fliows  the  folly  of  galloping  travellers  condemning  the  in- 
habitants of  a country  for  many  things  that  appear  the  refult  of 
ignorance,  lazinefs,  &c.  ; when,  in  fact,  the  imputation  of  igno- 
rance lies  on  ourfelves,  for  judging  lightly  of  what  we  do  not 
thoroughly  underRand  ; and  of  lazinefs,  for  not  being  at  the 
trouble  to  inveRigate  the  truth,  before  we  decide  with  all  the  pride 
and  felf-fufficiency  of  confcious  fuperiority. 

Such,  however,  were  the  reflexions  that  we  made  at  the  firR 
bluRi  of  the  fubjedl  (and  1 blufh  to  own  them),  on  feeing  here  and 
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there,  as  we  drove  along,  a Tartar  village  built  of  clay  mixed  with 
a fort  of  fea  weed  to  give  it  more  confiftency,  but  conflantly  with- 
out a fingle  tree  to  keep  off  the  burning  rays  of  the  mid-day  fun  ; 
although,  in  other  refpedls,  thefe  habitations  had  the  appearance 
of  being  tolerably  neat  and  comfortable  for  the  inhabitants,  who 
feemed  content  with  their  humble  and  fimple  mode  of  living. 

Another  curious  phenomenon  now  attradled  our  attention  in  a 
very  particular  manner  ; and  that  was,  a thick  white  cruft  of  fait , 
formed  by  the  continued  adlion  of  a burning  fun  on  the  furface  of 
the  lakes ; fo  that  heat,  in  the  South,  produces  the  fame  appear- 
ance on  fait  water  in  fummer,  as  cold  does  on  frefh  water  during 
winter  in  the  North  ; the  refemblance,  indeed,  is  fo  exadt,  that, 
if  we  had  travelled  here  in  winter,  we  fhould  not  for  a moment 
have  doubted  that  what  we  faw  was  ice  ; and,  of  courfe,  you  would, 
probably,  have  found  in  my  journal,  “ Paffed  this  day  feveral 
“ frozen  lakes  in  the  Tauric  ftept,  which  we  tailed  and  found  as 
“ fait  as  brine  ; a clear  refutation  of  the  received  opinion,  that  the 
“ ice  of  fait  water  is  always  frelh.” 

On  fuch  kind  of  evidence,  I am  afraid,  are  founded  many  of  the 
bold  affertions  .of  travellers,  who  fometimes  are  deceived,  and 
fometimes  deceive  themfelves,  as  we  might  very  eafily  have  done  here. 

Happy  is  it  for  the  inhabitants  of  this  defert,  that  nature  furniihes 
this  mineral  ready  cryftallized  for  the  market,  as  they  have  neither 
fuel  nor  apparatus  to  do  it  with  artificial  fire  ; befide,  that  fhepherds 
in  general  are  rather  averfe  from  labour,  whether  they  be  Tartars, 
Arabs,  or  of  what  other  nation  foever.  It  is  impoflible  to  quit  this 
fubjedt  without  remarking,  that  Providence  never  inflidts  an  appa- 
rent evil,  without  an  evident  good  arifing  from  it ; and  furely  this 
truth  is  finely  illuftrated  here  ; for,  independent  of  the  treafure  of 
fait  that  the  lakes  produce,  and  which  the  nations  fell  with  a great 
profit,  it  is  on  this  faline  pafture  that  the  famous  breed  of  Crimean 
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orTauric  flieep44  are  reared,  which  produce  the  fine  fur  fo  much 
prized  in  Poland,  Ruflia,  &c.  ; while  it  feeds  a number  of  camels, 
dromedaries,  horfes,  &c.  which  all  delight  in  fait  plants,  and 
thrive  remarkably  upon  them  ; a fadt  well  known  in  Britain,  where 
the  noble  animal  fo  much  cheriihed  in  that  ifland  is  fent  to  the 
fait  marihes  as  a redorative. 

But  to  continue  our  route  to  the  city  of  KoflofF,  to  which  we  are 
hurrying  as  the  neared  place  of  fhelter  and  rcfrelhment.  We 
eroded  the  river  Cheablack  in  our  way,  on  the  firll  of  three  done 
bridges,  which  excite  the  wonder  of  travellers,  from  their  being 
fo  very  unlike  every  thing  elfe  in  the  Defert,  and  furely  not  the 
work  of  Tartar  fhepherds,  but  rather  of  the  Romans  who  fuc~ 
ceeded  the  Greeks  in  the  Taurida,  or  at  leaft  of  the  lad  civilized 
inhabitants  the  Genoefe,  who  occupied  the  peninfula  till  the  16th 
century. 

In  pa  Bing  this  fird  bridge,  you  are  very  near  the  dte  of  the  an- 
tient  city  of  Satarcha  (of  Ptolemy),  the  capital  of  an  antient 
Scythian  people,  whom  he  calls  the  Satarchas,  who  once  inhabited 
this  part  of  the  Taurida,  and  whole  chief  refidence  mud  have  been 
near  where  the  Cheablack  falls  into  the  Dead  Sea  ; as  there  is  no 
other  fpot  where  a city  could  have  dood  with  the  lead  advantage, 
anfwering  to  the  defeription  of  the  antient  geographer;  who  fays, 
that  they  dwelt  in  the  Northern  part  of  the  peninfula,  a little  to 
the  South  Wed  of  Taphra.  But  Mr.  de  Peydonnell  goes  much 
farther  in  this  podtion  than  I can  pretend  to  do,  when  he  en- 
deavours to  prove,  by  his  knowledge  of  the  Tartar  language, 

44  This  fur-bearing  ffieep  is  the  Ovis  Taurica  of  Pallas,  not  yet  publilhed  ; the  only  Ruffian 
variety  of  the  animal  that  was  not  deferibed  in  my  dilfertation,  lirlt  published  in  the  Edinburgh 
literary  journal  called  The  Bee,  and  there  bound  up  with  the  Editor's  (Dr.  Anderfon)  work  on 
fheep.  Dr.  Pallas  has  (ince  fettled  in  the  Taurida,  and  deferibed  the  animal  above  fpoken 
of.  — Editor. 
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that  the  name  of  the  village  Tcheterlik , (landing  nearly  in  the  fpot 
that  I have  indicated  above,  is  derived  from  Satarcha. 

We  (hould  (till  have  two  more  antient  cities  on  our  right,  while 
purfuing  our  way  in  this  diredlion,  if  time  had  not  fwept  them 
away  ; viz.  Eupatoria  and  Dandaca,  both  (landing  formerly  on  the 
Wedern  fhore  of  the  Taurida,  down  which  we  are  now  running, 
at  fome  diflance  from  the  fea. 

As  to  the  lirlt  of  thefe,  Eupatoria,  I imagine  that  both  Ptolemy 
and  Peyffonnell  are  wrong  in  placing  it  where  the  Turkifh  village 
Akmet  now  (lands,  on  the  Dead  Sea  ; and  that  the  Ruffians  are 
right  in  placing  it  on  the  fite  of  Kofloff,  as  I fhall  (how  presently 
when  we  arrive  at  that  city. 

The  other  antient  city  which  authors  fuppofe  to  have  Rood  on 
our  right,  moil  opportunely  to  give  me  fomething  to  think  and 
talk  of  in  a tirefome  (lage  where  no  modern  place  exifts  to  amufe 
us,  was  the  Dandac  of  Ptolemy  and  Strabo,  which  mud  have  been 
built  (if  you  follow  up  their  topography)  on  the  point  of  land 
jutting  far  into  the  Black  Sea,  which  Dr.  Pallas,  in  his  late  (ketch 
of  the  natural  hiftory  of  the  Taurida,  calls  Tarkhanfkoy  Kout, 
the  mod  favourite  (pot  of  the  fine  fur-bearing  fheep  mentioned 
above. 

With  fuch  {peculations  oil  the  antient,  for  want  of  modern 
works  of  man,  we  beguiled  the  ta:dium  of  a Scythian  defert,  till 
we  came  to  another  of  the  done  bridges  (which  we  dill  deny  to 
be  of  Tartar  condrudlion)  laid  over  the  river  Samarchik  ; and  a 
third,  eroding  a little  narrow  pool,  called  Gniloy  Liman,  or  the 
dinking  pool,  in  the  Ruffian  maps,  not  far  from  Kofloff ; which 
furnifhed  us  with  converfation  till  we  entered  that  city,  to  our  no 
fmall  fatisfadlion,  as  we  had  forgotten  to  take  good  water  with  us  ; 
a hint  to  others  who  may  be  as  improvident  when  they  have  to 
pafs  a dept  drongly  impregnated  in  many  parts  with  foffile  fait ; 
as  we  cannot  always  promife  ourfelves  the  good  fortune  of  Lady 
Craven,  to  dop  exactly  at  fpots  where  either  this  difagreeable 
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taint  did  not  exift,  or  had  been  wafhed  out  by  fome  local  a6lion  of 
rain,  and  mountain  floods,  leaving  the  excellent  frefh  water  that 
fhe  talks  of;  for  all  that  we  tailed  in  our  line  of  route  was  only 
fit  for  a Tartar,  or  other  palate  reconciled  by  habit  to  brackilh 
water,  which  is  by  no  means  the  cafe  with  that  of  Yours,  Ac. 


LETTER  XVII. 


From  Kojloff , the  Eupatoria  of  the  Ruffians. 

To  the  city  of  Kofloff  the  Ruffians  have  rellored  its  antient 
Greek  name  of  Eupatoria,  in  which  they  are  fupported  by  the 
authority  of  D’Anville  and  other  geographers,  although  Peyflonnell 
infills  on  its  being  the  antient  Tauric  Cherfon,  while  he  places 
Eupatoria  farther  up  the  coall,  as  I have  juft  faid  ; an  opinion 
which  it  is  impolfible  to  coincide  with,  although  he  even  fupports 
his  hypothefis  by  paflages  from  Pomponius  Mela,  Pliny,  and  the 
Greek  Emperor  Conltantinus  Porphyrogenitus.  For  my  own  part, 
I believe  it  (for  many  reafons  too  long  to  trouble  you  with) 
to  be  one  of  the  fortified  towns  which  Mithridates,  on  his  conqueft 
of  the  peninfula,  took  from  the  tyrant  of  Cherfon,  and  which  his 
general,  Diophantus,  who  commanded  the  conquering  army, 
confiderably  enlarged,  and  called  Eupatoria,  in  honour  of  his  royal 
mailer,  whofe  cognomen  was  Eupator , or  the  Illuftrious : fo  that 
I perfedlly  agree  with  the  Ruffians  in  relloring  its  antient  name, 
which  they  have  done  with  equal  fuccefs  in  fome  other  places  where 
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they  attempted  it,  as  Prince  Potemkin  was  fo  happy  as  to  have  the 
affidance  of  the  learned  Eugenius  Archbifhop  of  the  Taurida,  who 
wrote  the  pretty  Greek  lines  on  your  “ Ruffian  Antiquities,” 
page  217.  , 

We  fallied  out  this  morning  to  examine  the  modern  city,  after 
having  been  mod  hofpitably  entertained  by  the  Gorodnik,  or 
Alderman,  at  whofe  houfe  we  alighted  lad  night,  very  much  fa- 
tigued with  our  fultry  journey  through  the  defert,  and  dept,  l affure 
you,  without  being  rocked. 

The  fortune  of  war  has  much  reduced  this  place,  if  it  was  as 
confiderable  as  is  pretended  in  the  time  of  the  Tartar  government ; 
which  I rather  doubt,  from  its  port  being  inferior  to  many  others 
in  the  peninfula ; although,  no  doubt,  the  exportation  of  the  fait 
ready  crydallized  on  its  lakes,  as  in  the  faline  plain  of  yederday, 
mud  always  have  employed  a certain  quantity  of  ihipping,  being 
an  article  in  great  demand  on  the  oppofite  or  South  Coad  of  the 
Euxine,  for  reafons  which  I fhall  give  when  I come  to  treat  of  the 
Filheries.  Leather  made  here  is  likewife  exported  in  confiderable 
quantities,  together  with  the  produce  of  an  old  Tartar  fabric  of 
woollen  carpets,  well  worth  the  infpedtion  of  travellers,  as  it 
feems  to  be  a Scythian  manufactory  dill  in  its  fird  dage  of  inven- 
tion ; for  I cannot  fuppofe  it  introduced  even  by  the  fird  foreign 
fettlers  the  Greeks,  as  they  certainly  were  more  advanced,  even  at 
that  early  period,  than  what  this  patriarchal  art  would  indicate,  if 
Homer  did  not  weave  in  his. brain  the  beautiful  webs  with  which 
his  poems  are  adorned  ; for  the  art  of  weaving  has  not  yet  reached 
the  city  of  Eupatoria,  as  may  be  judged  from  the  following  account. 

Thefe  carpets  are  dill  made  of  two  or  three  layers  of  combed 
wool,  placed  above  one  another,  and  made  to  adhere  merely  by 
preffure  and  moidure,  without  the  aid  of  the  loom  ; nay,  the  honed 
Tartars  of  Eupatoria  are  even  fo  far  from  taking  advantage  of 
modern  difcoveries  in  mechanics,  that,  indead  of  effecting  this 
adhefion  by  the  preffure  of  cylinders,  it  is  done,  as  in  the  time  of 
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the  Patriarchs,  by  treading  them  under  foot  for  a few  hours ; nay, 
even  when  they  are  to  be  adorned  with  flowers,  the  texture  is  ftili 
the  fame,  which  gives  an  idea  of  the  Tartar  progrefs  in  the  arts  at 
the  end  of  the  1 8th  century. 

In  ihort,  thefe  primitive  carpets,  parents  of  the  famous  Gobelins , 
offer  an  interefting  fcale  of  comparifon  between  the  art  in  its  in- 
fancy, as  Hill  to  be  feen  in  Eupatoria,  and  in  the  celebrated  manu- 
factory of  France.  It  is  likewife  worthy  of  remark,  that  they  are 
Hill  made  here  exactly  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  thick  felt  fluff 
called  wylock,  with  which  the  round  Scythian  tents  were  covered 
in  the  time  of  Herodotus,  and  are  to  this  day  under  the  name  of 
Kabitkies. 

In  my  next  I fhall  continue  my  examination  of,  and  remarks  on 
this  Mithridatic  city,  which  l'eems  to  have  advanced  fo  little  fince 
the  days  of  that  great  prince  ; but,  as  running  about  to  colledl 
matter  for  my  letters  leaves  but  little  time  to  write  long  ones, 
you  muft  be  content  with  the  portion  given  to-day  by  Yours,  kc. 


LETTER  XVIII. 

\ 

( 

From  Eupatoria. 

o UR  firft  vifit  this  morning  was  to  the  Tartar  mofque  (called 
Metchet  in  the  language  of  the  country),  which  has  nothing  about 
it  remarkable  either  for  fize  or  beauty  ; but  what  amply  repaid  our 
difappointment  was,  a fort  of  holy  wheel,  compofed  of  whirling 
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fanatics,  who  kept  flying  round  in  a circle,  more  like  the  votaries 
of  Bacchus  than  of  Mahomet,  who  certainly  forbade  the  juice  of 
the  grape,  but  forgot  to  interdict  that  of  the  poppy,  the  mod 
dedrudlivc  and  intoxicating  of  the  two  ; and  I believe  it  was  under 
the  influence  of  this  lad  juice,  that  this  Tartar  group  were  moving 
at  fuch  a rate.  Mahomet  likewife  forgot  to  forbid  ardent  fpirits  ; 
fo  that  the  Turks,  Tartars,  &c.  make  no  fcruple  of  drinking  brandy, 
as  “ that  is  not  wine,”  fay  they. 

An  aged  dervife  turned  cn  his  centre  like  a top,  in  the  middle  of 
this  giddy  circle,  muttering  all  the  while,  in  concert  with  the  holy 
circumference,  the  following  wife  maxim  from  the  Koran  : “ This 
“ life  is  precarious;  but  it  is  here  (pointing  to  the  earth)  that  we 
“ muft  take  up  our  abode  — a truth  which  certainly  merits  a lefs 
ridiculous  mode  of  announcing  it. 

The  centre  of  this  curious  circle  is  always  the  place  of  honour, 
and  even  of  danger,  as  the  reverend  father  who  occupies  it,  in 
right  of  his  years  and  wifdom,  keeps  fpinning  round  till  he  turns 
his  brain  at  lead,  if  he  be  not  fo  happy  as  to  expire  on  the  fpot, 
as  is  fometimes  the  cafe  ; when  he  becomes  a martyr  and  faint  of 
the  Mahometan  church,  and  the  envy  of  his  furviving  dronger- 
headed  companions. 

After  giving  this  indance  of  Tartar  weaknefs  and  folly,  it  is  but 
jud  to  give  another  that  does  much  honour  to  their  humanity  and 
feelings,  although  I fufpedt  Mahomet  to  have  been  equally  at  the 
bottom  of  both. 

A beautiful  Greek  lady,  originally  from  Condantinople,  although 

now  the  Countefs  W , wife  of  a Ruffian  general,  being  lately 

at  Eupatoria,  on  a Tour  like  ours  through  the  Taurida,  fo  charmed 
the  honed  Tartars  with  the  graces  of  her  perfon,  and  converfation 
in  the  Turkilh  language,  that  they,  ignorant  of  her  rank  and 
quality,  conceived  an  idea  of  her  being  a fair  daughter  of  Maho- 
met, held  in  Chridian  bondage  by  the  right  of  war,  and  feerctiy 
opened  a fubfeription  among  themfelves  to  purchafe  her  liberty  ; 
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nay,  they  adtually  offered  a large  fum  to  the  Ruffian  commandant 
of  the  place  for  her  ranfom.  I am  affured  that  one  Tartar  gentle- 
man fubferibed  ioco  ducats,  for  his  own  (hare,  to  open  once  more 
the  door  of  paradife  to  this  lovely  hourie,  poffibly  by  way  of  re- 
commending himfelf  to  her  favour,  at  an  after  period,  in  the 
regions  above  ; and  I am  really  not  much  furprized  that  file  was 
taken  for  a celeftial  being,  the  has  to  little  earthly  about  her. 

You  may  eafdy  conceive  how  much  diverted  the  Countefs  was 
at  the  miftake  or  the  honed;  Tartars,  on  being  told  the  Rory  by  the 
commandant ; and  that  the  kindly  thanked  the  pious  and  charitable 
muffulmen  for  their  benevolent  intention. 

Thefe  good  people,  though  certainly  not  liable,  under  the  do- 
minion of  Ruffia,  to  many  hardlhips  and  oppreflions  authorifed  by 
the  Ottoman  court,  fuch  as  being  fingled  out  as  victims  to  fill  the 
Sultan’s  coffers  when  known  to  be  rich,  &c.  ft  ill,  I fay,  in  fpite  of 
all  this,  1 am  much  miftaken  if  they  would  not  prefer  being  under 
the  iron  feeptre  of  the  chief  of  their  own  religion,  to  living  under 
the  mildeft  government  of  a chriftian  prince  ; fuch  is  the  empire 
which  the  able  muffulman  prophet  Mahomet  has  eftablifhed  over  the 
minds  of  his  votaries,  apparently  by  infpiring  a wonderful  degree 
of  fanaticifm. 

Before  leaving  this  city,  which  Peyffonnel  takes  for  the  Tauric 
Cherfon,  it  may  be  neceffary  to  remark,  that,  in  conformity  with 
that  opinion,  he  regards  two  fait  lakes,  three  miles  farther  down 
the  coaft,  as  formed  from  the  antient  port  Cetenus  of  Ptolemy,  by 
the  fea  having  thrown  up  a bar  of  fand  at  its  mouth,  and  thereby 
converted  into  fait  lakes  what  was  formerly  a Greek  harbour. 
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From  Sympheropol,  the  new  T auric  Capita!. 

From  Eupatoria  we  fet  out  for  Sympheropol,  diftant  about  30 
verfts,  and  once  more  plunged  into  the  ftept  that  leads  to  it.  This 
barren  traift,  however,  only  ferved  to  vary  the  fcene,  and  heighten  our 
furprife  in  coming  out  of  it,  about  10  verfts  from  the  new  capital, 
into  a charming  country  decked  with  fine  green  fields,  watered  by 
the  Salgir,  and  beautifully  ornamented  with  clumps  of  fine  trees 
fcattered  here  and  there,  independent  of  the  cultivatibn  which 
graces  the  neighbourhood  of  Sympheropol  as  we  advanced  ; all 
moll  agreeable  objebts  to  travellers  who  have  been  fo  long  traverfing 
deferts,  and  to  whom,  of  courfe,  the  fight  of  a tree,  or  of  a plat 
of  green,  was  moft  acceptable. 

I can  readily  perceive,  that  it  was  its  central  fituation  in  the  moun- 
tainous or  beft  inhabited  part  of  the  Taurida  which  procured 
this  city  its  prefent  rank  of  a capital  ; but  I cannot  fo  eafily  guefs 
at  the  origin  of  its  new  name,  certainly  not  a renovation  of  the 
old,  as  1 find  none  fuch  to  have  cxifted  in  the  peninfula  during  the 
time  of  either  the  Greeks  or  Romans  ; while  we  know  that  it  was 
called  Soultune  Serai  by  the  Tartars,  from  its  having  been  the  or- 
dinary refidence  of  the  Kalgha  Soultane , or  commander  in  chief  of 
the  Crimean  army. 

It  is  fituated  on  the  Salgir  (a  large  river  for  this  country),  which 
runs  nearly  acrofs  from  the  Black  to  the  Putrid  Sea  ; fo  as,  with 

K 2 another, 


<78 


A TOUR  THROUGH  THE  TAURIDA,  &c. 


another,  the  Tobechokrak,  that  almoft  meets  it,  to  divide  the 
Northern  or  defert  half  from  the  fine  mountainous  part  of  the 
peninfula,  as  faid  before  in  my  geographical  (ketch. 

Sympheropol  is  compofed  of  fome  hundreds  of  houfes  built  of 
Rone,  and  roofed,  in  the  antient  Greek  Ryle,  with  tiles  ; fince 
adopted  by  the  Tartars,  probably  from  the  old  Grecian  coloniRs  of 
the  maritime  cities.  There  are  likewife  numerous  handfome  mo- 
dern buildings,  the  natural  confequence  of  the  feat  of  government, 
with  all  the  courts  of  juRice,  being  eRablifhed  here,  independent 
of  the  refidences  of  the  governor,  and  a long  lift  of  judges,  and 
other  civil  officers,  who  muft  all  have  Rately  public  manfions  to 
adminifter  juftice  in.  < 

Thefe  advantages  render  it  an  eligible  winter  refidence  for  thofe 
who  fpend  the  fummer  on  their  cRates  in  the  fine  vallies  between 
the  Tauric  mountains  • fo  that  there  is  fome  refort  of  company- here 
for  two  or  three  months  of  the  year.  / 

The  fame  complaint  againR  the  calcareous  marly  Rone,  employed 
in  building  here,  cemented  with  the  calcareous  clay  of  the  moun- 
tains  is  heard  in  Sympheropol,  as  at  Nicolayef  ; and  the  accufation 
is  literally  the  fame  as  I Rated  in  my  fecond  letter  from  that  city, 
that  the  houfes  thus  built  not  only  retain  moiRure  a long  time,' 
but  even,  after  being  once  dry,  ablorb  it  again  from  the  atmbfphere  ; 
a great  drawback  on  their  merit,  if  true,  as  they  are  otherwife 
well  conRructed,  and  calculated  to  keep  out  the  fummer  heat : a 
leading  objedt  in  this  country. 

The  environs  of  this  city  are  very  beautiful  ; as,  befides  feveral 
fine  vallies,  they  offer  a curious  contraR  of  luxuriant  vegetation  on 
one  hand,  with  lofty  bare  mountains  on  the  other.  But  what  drew 
our  attention  in  a very  particular  manner,  as  it  pleafed  our  feelings, 
was  a charming  little  dairy,  in  the  Tartar  Ryle,  at  the  bottom  of 
thofe  fine  vallies,  really  captivating  from  its  appearance,  and  the 
rural  fcenery  that  furroundcd  it.  At  the  door  Rands  a water-mill, 
whofe  noife,  joined  to  the  murmuring  of  the  brook  that  turns  it, 
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the  fong  of  the  dairy-maid,  the  warbling  of  birds  on  the  trees 
around  the  cottage,  with  the  bleating  of  lambs  on  the  hills,  all 
together  produced  in  this  peaceable  retreat  of  fimplicity  and  igno- 
rance a fpecies  of  rural  concert  eafier  conceived  than  defcribed. 
What  orcheftra,  fvvelled  with  all  the  harmony  of  learned  counter- 
point, could  equally  affedl  us  with  this  ruftic  melody  ! 

Tchatirdagh,  the  highefl  mountain  of  the  Taurida,  the  Mons 
Berofus  of  the  antients,  though  it  (lands  about  20  verfts  diftantfrom 
Sympheropol,  appears  as  if  clofe  to  it,  from  the  deception  common 
in  fuch  cafes. 
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From  Batchejerai,  the  Palatium  of  the  Ancients . 

After  having  feen  every  thing  in  Sympheropol,  and  partaken 
of  feveral  entertainments  given  us  by  the  governor  and  others,  we 
fet  out  for  Batcheferai,  through  a valley  equally  pleafant  and  full 
of  variety. 

To  the  right  and  left  your  view  is  bounded  by  mountains,  that 
feem  to  bend  down  in  fome  places  to  give  you  a palling  glimpfe  of 
the  rich  fcenes  behind  them,  which  curioufly  contraft  with  their 
own  bare  white  tops,  that  have  fome  refemblance  to  “ the  white 
cliffs  of  Albion,”  and  of  courfe  would  have  been  honoured  by  you 
with  more  than  common  attention  had  you  been  of  our  party. 
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The  Tauric  mountains  run  acrofs  the  peninfula,  as  faid  before, 
from  Eaft  to  Weft,  in  three  diftinct  ridges,  of  which  the  outermoft, 
towards  the  great  Northern  plain,  is  calcareous,  and  but  little  fitted 
for  vegetation  ; the  middle  ridge,  on  the  contrary,  is  covered  with 
wood  and  plants,  and  offers  a moft  pleafing  view  to  a traveller  ; 
while  the  third  ridge,  which  lines  the  fhore,  is  compofed  of  high 
perpendicular  rocks,  whofe  bold  weather-beaten  fronts  bid  defiance 
to  all  the  rage  of  the  fea. 

About  half  way  between  the  city  we  had  left,  and  that  to  which 
we  were  going,  on  the  green  banks  of  the  limpid  Alma,  which 
gently  rolls  its  filver  ftream  through  this  enchanting  valley,  we  met 
with  one  of  the  moft  delightful  landfcapes  that  can  exift  in  nature. 
To  the  right  and  left  of  this  purling  rill,  you  perceive  beautiful 
tufts  of  the  black  and  Lombardy  poplars,  alternately  with  clumps 
of  the  linden  (t Ilia  Europea) , on  a rich  green  carpet,  covered  with 
grazing  flocks,  and  the  fcattered  ruftic  cottages  of  the  Tauric 
fhepherds. 

After  paffing  this  little  earthly  paradife,  the  valley  dill  continues 
to  delight  us  all  the  way  with  the  infinite  variety  produced  by  a 
winding  rill,  meandering  through  fertile* lawns,  enriched  with  acci- 
dental clufters  of  lovely  trees  ; while  the  mountains  now  begin  to 
be  lefs  wild  and  barren,  as  you  approach  Batcheferai,  which  fud- 
denly  opens  to  your  view,  when  you  leaft  expert  it,  on  getting  to 
the  top  of  a rifing  ground  that  commands  it;  a circumftance  that 
produces  the  more  fingular  and  pleafing  effect,  as  you  are  taken  by 
furprife,  in  finding  a curious  city  hid  in  a valley,  while  you  natu- 
rally expect  that  your  approach  to  the  capital  and  fovereign  re- 
fidence  of  a country  is  to  be  announced  to  you,  as  ufual,  by  a made 
road,  mile-ftoncs,  luburbs,  &c.  &c. 

The  only  collateral  object  of  attention  palled  by  in  this  day’s 
journey,  and  which  I referved  for  the  end  of  my  letter,  not  to  draw 
your  attention  from  the  beauties  that  lay  in  our  direft  road,  was  a 
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mountain  called  Baikla  Koba,  five  verfls  to  our  right,  near  where  the 
rivulet  Bodrick  falls  into  the  Alma  ; it  is  cut  out  into  habitations 
like  the  mountains  of  Egyptian 'Thebes,  and  Meroe , now  Atbara, 
on  the  Nile,  the  cradle  of  aftronomy  and  the  arts  and  fciences, 
then  cultivated  folely  by  the  Troglodytes,  who  lived  in  thofe  caves, 
and  were  a race  of  woolly -headed  Negroes , whom  Abyffinian  Bruce  4S 
calls  Cuihites  or  Shangala,  the  molt  learned  and  polifhed  people  of 
the  antient  world,  till  conquered,  and  almoft  extirpated,  by  the 
barbarian  fhepherds  of  holy  writ,,  led  by  their  kings,  as  the  Scripture 
tells  us,  while thefeNomade  fhepherds  and  carriers  of  the  deferts  were, 
and  are  ftill,  a people  with  long  hair,  and  European  features  of  fwarthy 
complexion  : io  that  woolly  hair  and  a black  Jkln  was  not  always  a 
mark  of  ftupidity  and  want  of  genius,  nor  long  hair  and  European 
configuration  conllant  figns  of  mental  fuperiority. 

I hope  that  no  apology  is  necclTary  for  digrefiing  to  {how,  upon 
entering  on  the  lubjedt  of  the  numerous  excavated  mountains  of 
this  peninfula,  that  when  thefe  were  pofiibly  the  only  habitations 
of  the  Taurida,  it  by  no  means  follows  that  the  natives  were  in  a 
Rate  of  extreme  barbarity,  living  in  caves  like  wild  beads,  as  might 
ftrike  us  on  the  firfl  view  of  the  fubjedt.  It  is  to  prevent  this  hafty 
conclufion,  that  I remind  the  reader,  that  the  black  woolly-headed 
Troglodytes  of  Meroe  were  the  fil'd  philofophers,  and  thofe  of  the 
mountains  of  Egyptian  Thebes  the  firft  architedts,  who  built  that 
magnificent  city  while  lodging  in  their  caves.  I fhall  name  and 
delcribe  the  other  Tauric  excavated  mountains  as  we  approach  them, 
and  only  add  at  prefent  that  I am,  &c. 

4S  Bruce’s  Travels,  vol.  I.  p.  388. 
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From  Batcheferai,  the  antient  Tartar  capital  of  the 
Taurida,  and  Palatium  of  Strabo. 

This  romantic  city,  formerly  the  Tartar  capital  of  the  Crimea, 
and  refidence  of  its  fovereign  the  Chan,  as  its  name  Batcheferai 
indicates,  feems  to  have  been  the  Palatium  of  Strabo,  and  the 
Badatium  of  Ptolemy. 

It  is  fituated  in  a deep  cool  valley,  through  which  runs,  in  a fer- 
pentine  form,  the  cryftal  rivulet  of  Katza,  whofe  banks  are  nobly 
ornamented  with  the  beautiful  Tauric  poplar  ; but  ftill,  in  fpite  of 
this  uncommon  advantage  of  being  traverfed  by  a river,  the  ftreets 
of  Batcheferai  are  as  dirty  as  ill-paved,  and  fo  extremely  narrow, 
like  all  other  Tartar  towns,  that  they  are  only  calculated  for  a man 
on  horfeback,  or  at  mod:  a Imall  one-horfe  vehicle,  formed  of  a 
common  board  about  a foot  and  a half  broad  and  6 feet  long, 
mounted  on  four  wheels  ; the  old  carriage  of  the  Tartars,  from 
whom  the  Ruffians  probably  derived  it  (with  the  Kabitka)  in  its 
primitive  form  of  Rofpoujky , and  converted  it  into  the  more  decent 
modern  form  of  a drojhka,  by  fufpending  the  board  on  fprings,  and 
covering  it  with  a long  cufhion  for  the  cafe  of  the  fitters;  as  it  now 
ferves  in  Peterfburg,  and  other  cities  of  Ruffia,  for  the  fame  purpofe 
as  the  hackney-coaches  of  London,  Paris,  &c.  ; no  covered  carriage 
ever  waiting  in  the  flreets  for  hire  in  any  town  from  the  Baltic  to 
the  Black  Sea.  But  we  are  convinced,  from  the  narrownefs  of  the 
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greets  of  this  peninfula,  that  a chariot  or  coach  was  not  even 
known  in  it  when  they  were  built. 

All  that  we  fee  in  Batcheferai,  independent  of  the  palace, 
are  fome  (hops  merely  furnifhed  with  merchandize  for  the  few 
wants  of  the  inhabitants,  and  a primitive  manufactory  of  knives, 
as  famous  for  the  goodnefs  of  their  blades  as  the  fimplicity  oF  their 
form,  evidently  calculated  for  a nation  of  lhepherds  *,  which  con- 
veys  an  idea  of  high  antiquity  and  Scythian  origin,  like  that  of  the 
Eupatorian  carpets  ; both  apparently  patriarchal,  and,  as  fuch,. 
would  have  been  entitled  to  a place  in  your  Differtation  on  the 
Village  Arts  of  Ruffia  46.. 

After  thus  giving  you  a view  of  the  word:  fide  of  this  Tartar  city, 
let  me  now  raifc  your  aftonifhment  with  a fight  of  its  palace,  ro- 
mantic fituation,  &e. 

Only  figure  to  yourfelf,  my  good  friend,  in  a deep  valley, 
bounded  by  a huge  chain  of  pendant  rocks,  an  affemblage  of  Tar- 
tar houfes  of  uncouth  forms,  ftuck  as  it  were  againft  the  fides  of 
the  mountains,  and  placed  in  circles  one  above  another,  round  the 
palace  of  their  Chan  (fituated  at  the  bottom  of  the  valley),  fo  as 
to  reprefent  a large  amphitheatre,  or  rather  funnel,  with  flreets  be- 
tween the  rows  of  houfes  ; a form  of  a city  as  novel  as  it  is  curious 
and  romantic  ; which  you  will  fuppofe  when  I tell  you  that  the  whole 
is  furmounted  by  a tremendous  fringe  of  enormous  rocks  cut  out,  by. 
mountain  torrents,  into  ftrange  grotefque  figures  hanging  over  the 
houfes,  and  threatening,  to  appearance,  inftant  deftruClion  to  the 
peaceable  inhabitants  below- 

Here  you  may  fancy  that  you  fee  a high  antique  tower,  the  work 
of  former  ages,  frowning  over  the  city,  threatening  to  deftroy  in 
its  fall  what  it  feems  to  have  been  once  defeined  to  defend  ; there 
you  may  imagine  an  immenfe  obelifk,  raifed  to  commemorate  fome 


46  Publilhed  in  the  Edinburgh  literary  journal  called  “ The  Bee,”  conducted  by  Dr,  James 
Andcrfon. 
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antient  Scythian  vidlory,  poflibly  the  retreat  of  Darius,  or  Philip, 
before  their  Nomade  ancellors.  In  fhort,  a warm  and  lively  ima- 
gination might  fancy  a hundred  fuch  forms  and  objects  in  this  rude 
and  gigantic  affemblgge  of  figures,  cut  out  by  the  great  fculptors 
of  the  univerfe,  air  and  water. 

The  palace,  which,  as  faid  before,  riles  in  the  middle  of  this  cu- 
rious Tauric  city,  to  add  greatly  to  the  fingularity  and  romantic 
appearance  of  the  fcene,  is  a curious  fpecies  of  painted  Chinefe 
ftrudture,  well  fuited  to  fuch  a group  of  oddities. 

To  defcribe  its  external  form,  a traveller  mult  be  acquainted 
with  the  language  of  oriental  architecture,  being  too  different  from 
ours  to  admit  of  European  technicals  ; and  as  I am  neither  fuffi- 
ciently  read  in  the  writings  of  Sir  William  Chambers,  nor  in  Ara- 
bian Rory  A\  to  attempt  a defcription,  I fhall  content  mylelf  with 
alluring  you,  that  the  infide  is  ftill  more  fingular  than  the  outfide  ; 
and  that,  without  the  clue  of  Ariadne,  die  mult  be  a forcerefs  in- 
deed who  finds  her  way  out,  when  once  fairly  entered  in  this  Scy- 
thian labyrinth,  which  might  vie  with  that  of  Crete,  or  any  other 
in  antiquity. 

It  does  not,  however,  want  a kind  of  oriental  magnificence,  where 
the  Eaftern  luxury  of  the  haram  has  not  been  forgotten,  calculated, 
like  the  Genecaeon  of  the  Greeks,  to  cut  off  all  communication  be- 
tween the  apartments  of  the  men  and  women  j and  folely  deltined 
for  the  abode  and  amufement  of  the  fair  fex,  who  have  been  left  in 
all  ages  and  countries  to  languilh  by  themfelvcs,  except  in  the  af- 
iemblies  of  modern  Europe  ; and,  let  me  tell  you,  it  is  to  this 
happy  union  that  modern  fociety  owes  all  its  charms  and  all  its 
acquired  advantages ; for,  without  us,  you  are  but  a fort  of  taciturn 
bears  when  the  glafs  is  from  your  lips. 

« 

47  There  is,  I believe,  no  book  exifting,  which  contains  To  much  information  on  oriental 
cuftoms,  gardening,  and  even  architefture,  as  the  Arabian  Nights  Entertainments  3 a valuable 
relift  of  the  once  polifhed,  learned,  and  magnificent  Saracens. 
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We  enter  this  princely  refidence  by  a fpacious  court,  and  are 
ftruck,  in  patting  through  it,  with  a view  of  the  garden  on  one 
hand,  hanging  on  the  brow  of  a hill  in  form  of  terraces,  like  the 
antient  gardens  of  Semiramis  in  Babylon,  or  thofe  on  the  moun- 
tains of  Egyptian  Thebes.  On  the  other  hand,  the  time-fculptured 
rocks,  mentioned  above,  confine  and  adorn  the  profpedt  ; while 
in  the  court  itfelf  you  find  a handfome  mofque  with  a lofty  elaftic 
fpire,  that  fhakes  like  a tree  under  you  whilft  you  view  the  whole 
city  from  its  lofty  fummit.  This  feems  to  be  the  very  ornament 
that  the  Saracens  introduced  into  Europe,  fo  common  on  the  ca- 
thedrals of  the  Middle  Ages  under  the  name  of  Gothic , though  for 
what  reafon  I cannot  imagine,  unlefs  a want  of  the  trembling 
lightnefs  of  the  Arabian  minaret  befpeaks  a Gothic  architect.  It 
may  be  necettary  to  add,  that  this  is  not  merely  an  ornament,  but 
a ufeful  appendage  to  the  Mahometan  temples  (or  Metchets,  as 
mofques  are  called)  in  the  Taurida  ; for,  although  they  ufe  no 
bells,  a crier  announces  from  the  minaret  the  Rated  hours  for 
prayers,  which  are  attended  by  muttulmen  with  a regularity  that 
might  put  chriftians  to  the  blufh,  efpecially  at  the  end  of  the  18th- 
century  ; when  a religion  evidently  calculated  for  the  happinefs  of 
civil  lociety,  is  more  or  lefs  negleffed  every  where,  and  entirely 
thrown  afide  by  one  great  nation,  who  feem  foolifh  enough  to  think 
that  a mighty  empire  may  exift  without  any  : a new  maxim  equally 
unknown  to  antients  and  moderns,  and  which  feems  the  height  of 
phrenzy  to-  Yours,  &c. 
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From  Batcheferai. 

jNl  EAR  the  handfome  mofque  in  the  court  of  Batcheferai  palace, 
mentioned  in  my  laft,  we  perceived  a couple  of  pretty  rotundos, 
in  which  repofe  the  allies  of  a long  l^ie  of  Chans  ; but  what  mod 
attradled  our  eyes,  and  filled  them  with  tears  (at  lead  I can  anfwer 
for  my  own),  was  a pretty  little  maufoleum,  dedicated  “ To  Con- 
jugal Fidelity  and  Attachment,”  eredled  by  one  of  the  Crimean 
Chans  on  lofmg  a beloved  chriftian  wife,  probably  a fair  captive, 
the  Roxolana  of  the  Taurida. 

Befide  this  exterior  court,  there  is  a fmall  interior  one,  which 
leads  to  a fine  round  veftibule  paved  with  white  marble,  and  orna- 
mented with  three  fountains  of  cool,  clear,  and  excellent  water, 
from  which  rife  fine  dreams,  ever  playing  and  fparkling  in  the  air, 
to  cool  the  atmofphere  of  this  delightful  apartment.  From  this 
Arabian  luxury,  you  enter  a charming  little  garden,  where  loaded 
vines,  entwined  with  rofes,  form  fairy  bowers,  wherein  you  may 
repofe  and  eat  the  delicious  fruit  around  you  ; for  grapes,  peaches^ 
apricots,  plumbs,  cherries,  &c.  are  all  found  here,  of  a quality 
very  fuperior  to  thofe  growing  wild  in  the  vallies. 

On  leaving  the  palace  we  followed  the  dream  of  the  limpid 
Katza  to  the  end  of  the  valley,  and  were  delighted  to  find  its  banks 
every  where  covered  with  little  gardens,  full  of  delicious  fruit  ; 
but  the  pride  of  all  the  trees,  both  here  and  every  where  in  the 
pcninfula,  is  the  fine  poplar  already  mentioned,  which  towers  above 

all, 
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all,  and  looks  at  a diftance  like  an  obelifk  of  green  jafper,  from  its 
tapering  up  to  a point,  far  above  the  Tartar  houfes,  which  are 
feen  peeping  through  the  orchards  that  furround  them,  at  the  bot- 
tom of  the  valley.  What  would  I not  have  given  to  have  been  in 
the  fuite  of  Catherine  when  file  vifited  this  new  acquifition  fome 
years  ago  ! as  fhe  then  caufed  the  whole  of  this  romantic  city, 
with  its  poplars,  &c.  to  be  illuminated,  and  viewed  the  wonder- 
ful effedt  from  above.  Or  fhould  I rather  have  preferred  the  fight 
of  London  in  a blaze  of  fentimental  light  for  the  recovery  of  a be- 
loved fovereign,  the  father  of  his  people,  and  head  of  the  equitable 
and  wife  laws  which  place  Great  Britain  fo  high  in  the  fpale  of 
nations  ? 

On  leaving  Batcheferai  I ntuR  acknowledge,  that,  from  its  low 
ftuation,  we  fhould  have  fet  it  down  as  an  unhealthy  place,  with  all 
its  charms,  had  not  the  number  of  fiver  locks  and  beards  that 
kindly  bade  us  welcome,  and  feemed  to  regret  our  departure,  taught 
us  the  folly  of  applying  general  maxims  without  difcrimination. 

Five  verfts  from  this  city  Rands  one  of  the  excavated  mountains 
mentioned  in  my  laft,  called  Tiape  Kirman.  It  is  of  a conic  form, 
covered  with  wood,  and  full  of  antient  habitations,  which  are  not 
only  furnifhed  with  windows,  but  have  likewife  ciRerns  full  of 
water.  Seven  verRs  to  the  South  of  Tiape  Kirman  are  two  more 
of  thefe  excavated  mountains,  called  Tcherkefs  Kirman,  and  Efki 
Kirman,  probably  the  antient  abode  of  Tauric  Troglodytes  ; but  at 
w hat  period  they  were  inhabited  it  is  difficult  to  fay,  though  I fuf- 
pect  that  the  feveral  nations  which  have  been  in  turn  driven  from 
the  low  countries,  by  different  conquerors,  took  refuge  in  the  high 
lands,  as  we  know  two  of  them  did  for  certain,  the  Alains  and 
Goths,  and  were  only  fubdued  at  the  Turkifh  conqueR, 
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It  would  certainly  be  an  unpardonable  omiffion,  and  have  the 
appearance  of  ingratitude,  after  all  the  amufement  that  we  havede- 
rived  from  viewing  the  curious  palace  of  Batcheferai,  and  even  eating 
the  fine  fruit  of  its  garden,  planted  Uy  its  late  unfortunate  matter, 
if  we  were  to  depart  from  it  without  giving  fome  account  of  the 
unhappy  fate  of  the  laft  Chan  of  the  Crimea,  who  fell  a martyr  to 
Turkifh  vengeance  for  his  partiality  to  Ruttia. 

Chagin  Girrey,  the  late  Chan  or  Sovereign  of  Crim  Tartary, 
having,  whilft  a youth,  accompanied  an  embatty  from  the  reigning 
Chan  to  the  court  of  Catherine  II.  was  engaged  by  that  politic 
princefs  to  remain  in  Peterfburg  as  captain  of  her  guards ; happy, 
no  doubt,  to  have  one  of  the  imperial  Ottoman  family  in  her  fer- 
vice,  who  might  be  ufeful  on  fome  future  occafion. 

An  opportunity  was  not  long  wanting  of  making  him  eminently 
ufeful  to  Ruflla  ; as  after  the  Turkifh  war,  fo  ably  conduced  by 
the  Field  Marttial  Romanzoff,  and  ended  by  the  peace  of  Kainardgi 
in  1774,  Crim  Tartary  was  fubdued  by  the  Emprefs’s  arms,  and  its 
independence  ftipulated  in  the  treaty  as  one  of  the  principal  articles 
of  peace  agreed  to  by  the  Grand  Sultan  ; which  enabled  Catherine 
to  have  her  captain  of  the  guards  elected  Chan  of  the  peninfula  ; 
the  right  of  choofmg  a fovereign  being  left,  of  courfe,  to  the  Tar- 
tars, by  the  Ottoman  court. 

This  Ration  he  filled  with  dignity,  till  Prince  Potemkin  had  the 
addrcfs  to  engage  him,  in  1783,  to  cede  his  fovereignty  to  the  im- 
perial 
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penal  crown  of  Ruffla,  and  retire  into  Woronetz  on  a yearly  penfion 
of  ioo,coo  roubles  ; •at  which  city,  and  at  Kalouga,  he  redded  for 
about  two  years,  till,  grown  tired  of  a retreat  among  men  differing 
from  himfelf  in  religion,  culfoms,  and  manners,  he  petitioned 
Catherine  for  permilflon  to  vifit  his  relations  at  Conftantinople. 

The  Emprefs  granted  his  requell;  and  the  Chan  was  received 
like  a fovereign,  and  a defcendant  of  Mahomet,  by  the  Bafhaw  of 
Cotchim,  who  came  out  with  a great  retinue  to  meet  him  ; and, 
after  killing  the  fkirt  of  his  robe,  prefented  a letter  from  his  relation 
the  Grand  Sultan,  inviting  him,  in  the  kindeft  language,  to  his 
capital,  and  alluring  him  that  he  was  always  ready  to  receive  and 
fuccour  the  unfortunate. 

On  this  flattering  invitation,  Chagin  Girrey  proceeded  to  Con- 
ftantinople, where  he  was  at  firff  well  received,  but  foon  after  or* 
dered  to  retire  to  the  ifland  of  Rhodes,  which  he  was  fo  well  con- 
vinced was  a fpecies  of  exile,  the  forerunner  of  death,  that  he 
fought  the  protedfion  of  the  French  Conful4*,  who,  it  is  faid,  had 
actually  prepared  a fmall  veffel  to  favour  his  efcape  ; but,  the  wind 
being  contrary,  the  fatal  Balhaw  arrived,  and,  by  the  information 
‘ of  one  of  the  unhappy  Chan’s  fuite,  whom  he  put  to  the  torture, 
difeovered  his  mailer  hid  under  the  Confui’s  floor. 

The  Balhaw  chid  the  devoted  prince  for  flying  from  one  fent  by 
the  Sultan  to  wait  upon  him  and  do  him  honour;  but  a difh  of 
coffee,  prefented  him  foon  after,  put  a period  to  a life  full  of  mif- 
fortunes  ; and  his  head  was  fent  to  his  kind  relation,  in  the  ufual 
llyle  of  Turkilh  barbarity  and  defpotifm. 

The  gentleman  to  whom  I owe  the  above  relation,  fo  little  known 
to  Europe,  lived  in  great  intimacy  with  Chagin  Girrey  all  the  time 

4*  This  very  Conful  (Mr.  de  Dutroui)  is  now  in  Peterfburg,  and  lias  given  me  the  whole  ftory, 
too  long  and  circumftantial  to  relate  here ; but  the  outline  given  is  exadt  thus  far,  and  is  only 
deficient  in  deferibing  the  trouble  that  the  Conful  was  put  to  in  the  affair,  and  the  danger  that  he 
incurred  from  die  enraged  people,  &c. ; as  the  whole  ifland  had  by  the  Grand  Sultan  been  made 
aniwerable  for  the  efcape  of  the  devoted  Chan. — Editor, 
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that  he  dwelt  in  Woronetz,  and  occafionally  vifited  him  in 
Kalouga  He  likewife  favoured  me  with  the  following  curious 
anecdotes  of  his  manner  of  living  in  the  firfhmentioned  city,  when 
he  had  an  opportunity  of  feeing  him  almoft  every  day. 

The  Chan  (he  faid)  was  a man  of  good  figure,  with  a moft 
piercing  eye,  and  pofTefied  an  excellent  underftanding,  not  a little 
cultivated,  confidering  his  country.  His  countenance  was  re- 
markably pale,  with  ftrong  marks  of  inward  grief  preying  on  his 
mind  : a fufpicion  confirmed  by  his  drefs,  which  was  always  black 
after  he  abdicated  ; and  he  conftantly  wore  a black  filk  handkerchief 
on  his  head,  which  was  carried  up  each  fide  of  his  face  from  under 
his  chin,  and  tied  above  his  turban  5°.  His  laundrefs  likewife  dis- 
covered , by  the  little  circles  which#  it  left  on  his  ffiirts,  that  he 
always  wore  a coat  of  mail  under  his  cloathes,  probably  to  ward 
off  a fudden  blow  from  anv  fanatic  Mahometan,  as  he  had  near 
two  hundred  about  his  perfen  even  in  his  retirement,  who  confti- 
tuted  his  little  court.  However,  in  fpite  of  this  precaution  againft: 
a hidden  enemy,  he  was  a man  of  great  courage  in  the  field,  and 
upon  all  oceafions  of  danger  ; a fingular  proof  of  which  he  once 
gave,  when  obliged  to  take  fhelter,  among  the  Ruffian  troops,, 
from  an  infurredion  of  his  fubjeets  during  his  fhort  reign,  inftigated 
by  the  Turkifh  party.  The  infurgents  having  advanced  againft  his- 
defenders,  to  the  amount  cf  30.000  men,  the  Chan  ftole  away  in 
the  night  from  the  fmall  Ruffian  army  (if  poffible,  to  prevent  the 
effufion  of  blood  the  next  day),  and  rode  dircdtly  into  the  midft  of 

40  My  friend  and  informer,  I nneeirnd,  is  miftaken  with  regard  to  what  happened  to  the  Chan . 
after  his  departure  for  Conttantinople ; as  the  Conful  fays,  that  he  was  obliged  to  give  him  up 
to  the  governor  of  the  ifland,  with  whom  he  remained  till  the  expe&ed  meffenger -arrived,  who 
ftrangled  him  in  the  ufual  way  with  a bow-ftring : fo  that  the  tortured  Have,  and  poifoned  coffee, 
the  Ruffian  gentleman  nuift  have  taken  from  the  report  of  travellers  from  Conftantinople  ; but  his 
mode  of  life,  &.c.  in  this  country,  my  friend  was  an  eye  witnefs  of,  and  has  Hill  a gold  fnuft-box. 
by  him,  which  he  gave  him  as  a keepfake. 

The  Conful  tells  me,  that  his  beard  was  always  folded  up  under  the  black  filk,  and  that  he 
ftever  let  it  hang  down,  but  in  of  religion.  — .Editor, 


his 


81 


A TOUR  THROUGH  THE  TAURIDA,  kc. 

his  revolted  fubjedls,  alone  and  unarmed,  demanding  the  caufe 
of  their  difcontent,  and  of  what  they  had  to  accufe  him.  This 
bold  meafure  fo  completely  furprifed  and  difcompofed  the  hoftiie 
army,  that  the  fcldiers  declared  they  had  no  perfonal  enmity  to 
their  Chan,  but  had  been  led  there  by  certain  murfas,  or  chiefs,  with- 
out well  knowing  why.  On  this,  Chagin  Girrey  ordered  the  murfas 
to  be  brought  before  him  to  declare  their  grievances  ; but  they, 
being  as  much  confounded  as  their  men,  could  alledge  nothing  in 
the  flighted;  degree  fatisfadlory  : whereupon  he  commanded  the 
foldiers  to  hang  them  up  as  traitors  ; which  they  inftantly  did. 
He  then  quietly  rode  back  alone  to  the  Ruffian  quarters,  which  had 
been  in  much  alarm  on  finding  him  gone. 

Nothing  could  be  more  firaple  than  his  way  of  life,  as  he  never 
had  more  than  one  ditli  at  his  table,  which  was  conftantly  boiled 
rice  and  mutton  in  the  Tartar  ftyle,  with  water  for  his  drink  ; after 
which,  he  took  one  fmall  difh  of  coffee,  and  feldom  even  fmoked 
but  when  alone. 

His  chamber  of  Rate  was  covered  with  blue  cloth,  without  any 
other  furniture  than  a low  Turkifh  fopha  on  which  he  fat  ; and 
at  night  a high  diver  candleflick  flood  in  the  middle  of  the  room 
on  the  floor,  with  one  wax  candle  in  it. 

He  commonly  wore  gloves,  as  he  had  a cuflom  of  throwing  a 
fix-pound  cannon  ball  from  one  hand  to  another,  while  he  fat 
converting  with  thofe  about  him. 

His  principal  amufcment  he  derived  from  his  hawks  and  hordes; 
of  which  he  brought  a number  with  him  from  the  Crimea  ; but  as 
he  could  not  enjoy  the  fport  fo  well  in  the  city,  where  he  at  firft 
lived,  the  Archbifhop  of  Woronetz  gave  up  to  him  his  country 
houfe,  a civility  which  he  nobly  rewarded,  by  prefenting  him  with 
a large  rich  crofs  fet  with  diamonds,  fuch  as  the  Ruffian  Arch- 
bifhops  wear  on  their  breads,  fufpended  from  the  neck  with  a blue 
ribbon.  The  Chan  erected  feveral.  fmall  Chinefe  buildings  in  the 
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garden,  where  he  gave  the  neighbouring  gentry  little  entertain- 
ments, and  was  fo  very  generous,  that  tew  vifited  him  without  re- 
ceiving Come  prefent. 

The  gentleman  who  related  thefe  anecdotes  fhowed  me  a gold 
enamelled  fnuff-box,  and  a gold  watch,  which  Chagin  bade  him 
wear  for  his  fake,  that  every  time  he  took  fnuff,  or  marked  the 
hour,  he  might  think  of  him. 

He  once  fent  a diamond  ring,  of  ?, 0,000  roubles  value,  to  a much- 
refpe£led  minifter  at  Peterfburg  ; but  the  court  prevented  its  de- 
livery, and  bade  the  meffenger  tell  his  mafter,  that  a prefent  to  a 
Ruffian  minifter  was  improper;  although  the  Chan  had  accom- 
panied the  gift  with  a handfome  little  note,  wherein  he  told  his  Ex- 
cellency, that  it  was  the  Oriental  cuftom  to  prefent  marks  of  efteem. 
to  thofe  whom  we  love.  On  receiving  back  his  ring,  with  the 
reprimand,  he  only  replied,  that  the  Ruffians  did  not  hold  thofe 
opinions  while  he  had  minifters.  Catherine  fent  him  the  riband  of 
St.  Andrew,  with  a diamond  crefcent , indead  of  the  crofs  and  faint 
hanging  to  it  as  ufual  ; on  which  he  remarked,  that,  if  the  ufual 
infignia  had  been  appended  to  it,  his  religion  would  have  forbidden 
him  to  wear  it;  and.  without  them,  it  was  only  a piece  of  riband, 
with  a trinket,  which  he  declined  accepting. 
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From  Tchifout  Kalclifi,  or  the  Jews'  Citadel. 

At  a little  diftance  from  Batcheferai,  on  a high  mountain,  or 
rather  rock,  (lands  an  old  fort  called  Tchifout  Kalchfi,  or  the 
Jews’  Ctadel,  fo  named  as  having  been  from  time  immemorial  in- 
habited by  about  200  families  of  Jews,  a people  who,  as  we  know, 
were  very  numerous  in  the  Taurida  as  far  back  as  the  ninth  cen- 
tury, and  in  all  probability  much  earlier. 

This  fortified  town  feems  to  have  been  the  Phoulli  of  the  antients, 
and,  in  the  Middle  Ages,  is  called  Kyrk  by  the  noble  Arabian  geo- 
grapher Abulfeda,  Prince  of  Hama  in  Syria. 

Here,  to  the  furprife  of  thofe  acquainted  with  the  Polifh  or 
Northern  Jews,  the  children  of  Ifrael  are  found  with  an  air  of 
cleanlinefs  and  profperity  feldom  feen  among  the  former ; nayr 
even  the  (Ireets  of  their  little  city  are  clean  and  neat ; but  whether 
by  the  induftry  cf  the  inhabitants,  or  the  water  of  heaven,  I will 
not  take  upon  me  to  determine,  as  their  high  rock  may  break  the 
clouds,  and  wadi  their  (Ireets  without  the  aid  of  the  Hebrews. 

I could  almoft  perfuade  myfelf  that  I have  found  on  this  Tauric 
mountain,  fo  long  (hut  out  from  European  curiofity  by  Turkifh 
policy,  one  of  the  loft  tribes ; and  I beg  that  you  will  not  make 
yourfelf  too  merry  at  the  expence  of  my  difeovery,  till  you  have 
heard  my  reafons  for  thinking  it  fo. 

Firft,  then,  this  tribe  is  here  called  Karay  jfaedi , or  black  Jews, 
to  diftinguifti  them  from  the  reft  of  their  brethren,  fo  numerous 
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in  Poland,  and  all  the  neighbouring  countries,  Turkey,  Ac.  by 
whom  they  are  moft  devoutly  hated. 

Secondly,  they  differ  from  the  others  in  taking  the  Tora , inftead 
of  the  Talmud,  for  their  religious  guide,  in  keeping  different  faffs, 
and  even  in  the  cut  of  their  hair ; for,  while  the  others  referve  a 
circle,  which  they  comb  down  on  their  foreheads,  the  black  Jews 
fhave  the  whole  head  : in  ihort,  they  feem  to  me  to  merit  the  at- 
tention of  fome  of  your  Rabbis  in  England,  where  you  muff  have 
Ifraelites  of  great  learning,  fince  even  Dr.  Prieftley  found  an  able 
combatant  there. 

Can  this  be  a detachment  of  the  antient  colony  fettled  for  fo  many 
ages  in  the  neighbouring  country  of  Georgia,  who,  their  Rabbis 
fay,  were  carried  from  Jerufalem  to  Media  by  the  Muful  Padifhah, 
or  King  of  Niniveh,  and  who  are,  I believe,  the  only  tribe  at 
prefent  in  the  ftate  of  hufbandmen  and  cultivators  ? a curious  faci 
which  we  learn  from  the  memoir  published  with  Mr.  Ellis’s  map  of 
Caucafus.  As  conjectures,  when  acknowledged  as  fuch,  are  ad- 
mitted in  much  more  ferious  works  than  female  Tours,  1 fhalL 
hazard  one  more  : — Can  this  infulated  tribe  of  black  Jews  be  a 
remnant  of  an  antient  people  called  Melanchlcenl , mentioned  by  all 
the  claffic  authors  as  dwelling  on  the  Palus  Maeotis,  or  fea  of  Afoff, 
though  now  loft,  and  who  were  diftinguifhed  from  all  the  other 
nations  of  thefe  countries  by  wearing  a black  garb,  even  in  the 
time  of  Herodotus,  as  uncommon  now  as  then  in  this  part  of  the 
world  ? 

On  entering  the  Jews’  Citadel,  we  were  received  at  the  gate  by 
the  elders,  and  by  them  conduced  through  it  with  great  attention, 
although  no  fair  Sufanna  was  of  the  company.  Their  fynagogue- 
is,  of  courfe,  an  object  of  curiofity  to  ftrangers.  We  found  it  a 
fmall  but  fnug  hall,  remarkably  neat  and  clean,  without  any  fpe- 
cies  of  ornament,  except  what  they  regard  as  the  greateft  of  all, 
viz.  the  holy  tabernacle,  containing  their  facred  writings  in  Hebrew, 
on  an  antique  roll  of  parchment , according  to  the  mofaic  law, 
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which  did  not  permit  the  ufe  of  the  Egyptian  papyrus  for  thatfacred 
purpofe,  although  in  univerfal  ufe  for  every  other  manufcript  in 
the  halcyon  days  of  Jerufalem  and  the  chofen  fons  of  Ifrael.  This 
valuable  relidt  was  fhewn  us  by  a venerable  Rabbi,  who  rolled  up 
his  precious  charge  in  a mvftic  manner,  the  moment  we  had  glanced 
our  efts  over  it,  and  in  a folemn  ftep  condadled  us  back  by  the  way 
we  entered  ; or,  in  plain  Englifh,  fhowed  us  the  door,  with  equal 
gravity  and  civility. 

It  mud  appear  to  yon  a very  fingular  inftance  of  Tartar  liberality 
and  humanity,  as  it  indeed  did  to  us  at  firft  fight,  that  they  have 
left  the  Jews  for  ages  in  pofteftion  of  a fortified  city  in  the  heart  of 
their  country  : however,  on  examining  more  attentively  the  fituation 
of  the  rock  upon  which  they  live,  I perceived  that  the  children  of 
Ifrael  owed  this  privilege  to  their  known  induftry  ; for  their  citadel, 
although  furrounded  by  an  old  wall  and  turrets,  is  placed  on  a high 
rock,  without  a drop  of  water,  except  what  they  can  obtain  from 
the  iky  in  rainy  weather,  or  bring  up  from  the  plain,  on  affes, 
during  a great  part  of  the  year  ; fo  that  there  is  little  wonder  if  fo 
indolent  a people  as  the  Tartars  fhould  leave  to  a tribe  famous  for 
induftry  (and  who  probably  are  ufeful  to  them  in  fome  way)  a place  of 
no  military  confequence,  as  the  inhabitants  are  obliged  to  come 
down  for  every  pitcher  of  water  that  they  want,  during  the  long 
dry  feafon  of  a fine  climate. 

It  is,  however,  very  probable,  that  in  antient  times,  when  the 
vanquifhed  inhabitants  of  the  valiies  were  obliged  to  take  refuge 
in  the  mountains,  and  build  Inch  ftrong  holds,  there  was  then  fome 
contrivance,  as  at  Balaklava,  to  retain  a ftock  of  rain-water  for 
the  ufe  of  the  garrifon,  now  fallen  to  decay  fmee  the  Turkifh  Con- 
queft,  when  the  mountain  principalities  were  reduced,  and  the 
whole  peninfula  brought  to  acknowledge  one  mafter,  like  your  very 
fubmiftive  fpoufe  ; only  when  Jhe  has  all  her  own  way  mud  be 
underftood.. 
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From  Mankoxp,  4 he  Tabane  of  Ptolemy,  end  Kajlron  Gothics 
of  the  Middle  Ages, 

We  defeended  from  the  Jews’  Citadel  into  the  deer  park  of  the 
Chan,  furrounded  by  horrible  precipices,  which  ferve  for  walls  to 
confine  game  ; and,  on  advancing  to  the  edge  of  this  terrible 
lovers’  leap,  whence  it  makes  you  giddy  to  look  down  on  the  valley 
below,  we  perceived  the  ruins  of  an  antient  building,  more  than  a 
hundred  fathoms  below  us,  which  wc  were  told  had  once  been  an 
.antient  hunting  feat  of  the  Crimean  Chans. 

On  reaching  the  bottom  of  the  fecond  valley,  which  leads  to 
another  hill,  we  faw  among  the  high  grafs  fome  remains  of  an 
antient  city,  which  we  were  told  was  called  Marianapbl,  but  of 
which  1 find  no  mention  in  antient  authors.  Thefe  marks  of  former 
population  lay  at  the  bottom  of  a mountain,  on  the  fummit  of 
which  are  ftill  found  the  ruins  of  Mankoup  or  iVlanghoup,  the 
Tabane  of  Ptolemy,  aj^d  the  Kaftron  Gothias,  or  Goths’  Citadel, 
of  the  Middle  Ages  ; a city  which  bore  the  rank  of  capital  of  the 
principality  of  Gothia  in  the  ninth  century,  and  was  eredted  in 
the  mountainous  part  of  the  peninfula,  when  that  people,  together 
with  the  Alains,  were  driven  from  the  lower  grounds  by  a new  race 
of  conquerors  called  Kozares,  after  being  maffers  of  the  Taurida 
-from  the  fecond  century.  Here  it  was  that  they  took  refuge  ; and 
the  highland  principality  thus  created  always  exifted,  though  pro- 
bably 
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bably  as  a tributary  Rate,  through  all  the  changes  of  Tartar  fove- 
reignty  till  the  Turkifh  ConqueR  in  the  fixteenth  century  ; which 
fhows  them  to  have  been  a brave  people,  and  welifkilled  in  defend- 
ing places  in  thofe  days. 

There  is  a little  monaflery  cut  out  of  the  rocks  in  the  fide  of  the 
mountain,  and  dedicated  to  the  Virgin  Mary,  probably  by  the 
Goths,  who  were  ChriRians,  and  introduced  their  religion,  churches, 
and  bifhops,  into  all  the  cities  that  they  poirdfed,  fome  of  which 
are  ftill  (landing,  and  will  be  noticed  hereafter. 

A little  rough  path  conducted  us  from  the  bottom  of  the  moun- 
tain to  the  foot  of  a flight  of  Reps,  hewn  out  of  the  rock,  which 
leads  up  to  the  monaRery,  and  which  we  mounted  beneath  the  rav^ 
of  a burning  fun. 

FirR,  we  came  to  a few  little  wooden  cells.  Ruck  in  a manner 
to  the  rocks,  and  fufpended  in  a frightful  Ryle  above  the  valley  ; 
probably  intended  to  try  the  courage,  and  reduce  the  bodies,  of 
pampered  finners,  before  entering  the  cool  recedes  of  the  excavated 
rock  ; and  there  was  furely  little  danger  of  their  carrying-in  much 
of  their  worldly  plumpnefs  with  them,  if  they  paRed  a l'ummer  in 
thefe  fweating  boxes  by  way  of  ordeal,  and  did  not  break  their 
necks  during  the  noviciate  ; an  efcape,  however,  which,  in  my 
opimon,  would  be  no  Right  mark  of  their  being  in  the  number  of 
the  eledl,  and  deRined  for  the  fervice  of  the  Virgin.  One  foli- 
tary  monk  now  occupies  them  alone,  who  is  certainly  arrived  at  a 
Rate  of  body  that  might  alraoR  gain  him  admiffion  into  a rabbit- 
hole. 

A little  farther  up  we  met  with  two  cells  cut  in  the  rock  (probably 
the  fecond  Rage  of  probation),  furnifhed  with  fome  rude  utenfils  ; 
and,  in  mounting  Rill  higher,  we  came  to  a little  veRibule  that 
opens  into  the  chapel,  fituated  in  the  very  heart  of  the  living  rock, 
and  only  lighted  by  the  feeble  rays  which  pafs  through  this  anti- 
chamber,  the  dels  wanted,  however,  as  wax  tapers  are  burning  day 
5 and 
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and  night  in  honour  of  the  faint,  and  add  much,  in  my  opinion, 
to  the  religious  awe  infpired  by  the  fanctuary. 

This  chapel  offers  very  little  to  curiofity,  independent  of  its 
fituation  and  conftrudtion,  except  a rude  figure  of  the  Virgin,  and 
fome  old  coins  hung  about  it,  the  offerings  of  her  pious  votaries  ; 
but  what  attracted  much  of  our  attention  was,  a fmall  cradle  hung 
on  the  wall,  whofe  hiftory  makes  it  interefling.  It  is  the  grateful 
offering  of  a good  woman,  who,  having  been  long  condemned  to 
barrennefs,  came  to  obtain  the  Virgin’s  intercefiion  in  her  favour, 
and  remained  a few  days  in  the  facred  place,  to  have  the  advantage 
of  the  prayers  of  the  holy  fathers;  when  lo,  at  the  end  of  nire 
months  (wonderful  as  it  may  appear),  the  pious  chriftian  was  de- 
livered of  a fine  rofy  boy,  and,  on  her  recovery,  came  to  offer  the  little 
•cradle  as  a mark  of  her  gratitude  and  fatisfadtion  ; and  it  is  accor- 
dingly preferved  with  much  care,  as  an  encouragement  to  other 
Rerile  females  to  apply  to  the  Virgin  in  the  fame  manner. 

The  numbers,  however,  of  thefe  charitable  fathers  are  fadly  re- 
duced in  thefe  ungodly  times,  as  now  only  two  remain  out  of  72, 
the  antient  complement ; infomuch  that  the  lower  cells,  to  the 
fcandal  of  religion,  ferve  at  the  prefent  moment  to  lodge  the  neigh- 
bouring flocks,  inflead  of  their  own  as  formerly. 

But  it  is  time  to  defeend  from  this  wonderful  mountain,  to  pro- 
cure fomething  more  folid  than  the  fharp  air  that  we  breathe  here, 
which  has  given  an  excellent  appetite  to  Yours,  & c. 
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Sehajlapol,  the  Sinus  Portuofus  of  Pomponius  Mela . 

W E returned  to  Batcheferai  after  our  excurfion  to  the  mountains 
mentioned  in  my  laft,  and  fet  out  from  thence  to  Sebaftapol,  diftant 
30  verfts,  through  a mod  pleafing  mountainous  country. 

After  leaving  the  charming  valley  of  Batcheferai,  we  favv  in  the 
fields  fome  pretty  maufoleums,  conftrudted  in  a better  ftyle  than 
we  could  have  expedted  ; particularly  one  of  a fquare  form,  adorned 
with  very  tolerable  fculpture,  and  faid  to  contain  the  relics  of 
a Tartar  faint ; yet  I fufpect  it  to  be  as  old  as  the  Goths,  or 
Genoefe,  and  never  to  have  been  honoured  with  the  carcafe  of  one 
of  the  godly  wheelers  that  we  faw  at  Eupatoria51,  fainted  for  turn- 
ing his  brain. 

Continuing  our  journey,  we  joined  a moft  agreeable  companion, 
and  fuch  a one  as  I lhall  always  be  happy  to  follow  in  its  benevolent 
courfe  ; I mean  the  cryfbal  river  Belbec,  which,  like  the  Alma,  our 
laft  lovely  fellow-  traveller,  waters  a delicious  valley  ; and  if  we  did 
not  find  its  banks  adorned  with  our  favourite  poplar,  like  thofe  of 
that  heavenly  dream,  we  faw  at  lead  two  other  fpecies  of  the  fame 
tree  to  make  amends,  grouped  with  the  fpreading  beach  and  weep- 
ing willow,  in  high  vigour  and  verdure  ; drawing  up  its  tears  from 


51  See  Letter  XVIII, 
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the  limpid  rill,  by  roots  mod  happily  placed  in  conta£t  with  fuch  a 
friend  ; as  in  other  fituations  plants  droop  their  parched  heads 'in 
this  climate,  and  want  fufficient  moidure  either  to  fmile  or  weep. 
We  likewife  fa.w  fome  vines  and  orchards  loaded  with  delicious  fruit, 
as  we  can  atted  from  the  bed  authority  ; in  fhort,  we  found  on  the 
Belbec  much  the  fame  beauties  as  on  the  Alma , nor  did  we  feel  them 
lefs. 

But  as  we  approached  the  Euxine  Portfmouth,  Sebadapol,  the 
fcene  changed  in  a wonderful  manner,  fo  as  didinddly  to  thow  us 
where  the  influence  of  Neptune  fets  bounds  to  the  reign  of  Flora. 
On  approaching  the  fea,  the  charming  verdure  that  we  had  been 
fo  long  admiring  vaniihed  like  a dream,  and  land  fupplied  its  place  ; 
while  our  way  now  began  to  lead  over  the  bare  black  rocks  with 
which  Providence  has  kindly  girt  the  fhore,  to  let  bounds  to  the 
impetuous  ocean,  which  we  loon  heard  raging  and  roaring  with 
unavailing  fury,  at  the  great  mandate  of  heaven,  “ Hither , and 
“ no  farther, Jhalt  thou  advance  and,  to  comply  with  another  great 
law  of  nature,  that  Ladies  Jhall feep — thus  far,  and  no  farther,  will 
I write  this  evening  ; as  jolting  over  rocks  is  a decided  enemy  to 
longletters,  more  efpecially  when  a good  fupper  is  awaiting  us  in  the 
fea-port  at  which  we  are  now  arrived.  So  adieu  till  to-morrow. 
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Sebaftapol,  the  principal  fea  port  on  the  Black  Sea. 

\ 

THE  Turkifh  port  of  Achtjar,  which  the  Emprefs  has  called 
Sebaftapol,  or  the  auguft  city,  probably  to  preferve  the  name  of  a 
famous  Greek  and  Roman  mart  of  that  name  in  the  antient  king- 
dom of  Colchis,  was  once  frequented  by  fo  many  different  nations, 
that  the  laft-mentioned  people  were  obliged  to  keep  there  120  in- 
terpreters, to  facilitate  its  mighty  commerce  ; as  will  be  noticed 
when  I come  to  fpeak  of  the  Euxine  trade  52. 

This  new  Sebaftapol  is  one  of  the  fined:  and  mod:  fecure  ports 
in  the  world,  while  for  fize  it  might  contain  all  the  fleets  thatRuffia 
has  on  the  Baltic,  the  White  Sea,  the  Cafpian,  and  the  Euxine  ; 
however,  as  there  is  nothing  perfedt  in  this  world,  the  deftru6tive 
worm  (the  tredo  navalis , or  calamitas  navium  of  Linnaeus)  feems 
to  have  here  taken  up  its  favourite  abode,  pofiibly  at  a very  early 
period,  as  it  may  have  been  brought  from  India  hither,  by  the  way 
of  Egypt53,  long  before  the  difcovery  of  the  new  paffage  by  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope. 

The  name  given  it  by  Pomponius  Mela,  of  Sinus  Portuofus , or 
the  Gulph  of  Ports,  is  highly  applicable  ; as,  in  fadt,  both  fides  of 

52  Letters  LXXV.  & feqq. 

:3  A late  intelligent  traveller,  Mr.  Bruce,  demonflrates  that  the  three  years’  fleets  of  Solomon 
vifited  the  Indian  leas  ■,  fo  that  the  Indian  worm  muft  have  been  imported  much  earlier  than  is 
fuppofed  by  naturalifts. 
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this  little  Gulph  are  formed  into  a number  of  bafins,  fcooped  out 
of  the  rocks,  probably  by  the  action  of  the  fea,  if  that  element  has 
not  been  addled  by  a corroding  fait  which  I fh. all  prelently  notice, 
and  poffibly  likewife  by  fome  of  the  earthquakes  on  record  in  the 
Taurida;  one  of  the  mod  confiderable  of  which  happened  at  the 
death  of  the  great  Mithridates  in  Panticapeos  (now  Kerch),  and 
another  in  1786  ; both  of  which  feem  to  have  fhaken  the  mountains 
very  effectually,  as  I fhall  notice  in  our  progrefs  fouthward. 

The  Tartars  give  different  names  to  the  two  fides  of  the  Gulph, 
or  Liman  of  Cherfon,  as  this  Gulph  was  called  in  the  Middle  Ages, 
charadteridic  of  the  number  of  ports  they  contain  ; the  North  they 
call  Beche  Liman,  or  the  Cinque  Ports  ; and  the  South  fide,  Oudacrt 
Liman,  or  the  Fourteen  Ports.  Several  of  thefe  bafins  are  capacious 
and  fafe  ; one,  in  particular,  is  not  only  extremely  large,  but  fo  deep 
that  a lhip  of  the  line  can  come  up  clofe  to  the  quay,  while  the  is 
compleatly  hidden  by  the  high  rocks,  and  as  fecure  from  dorms  as 
in  a wet  dock. 

We  were  fhown  fome  iron  rings  at  a confiderable  height  in  the 
rocks,  which  tradition  fays  once  ferved  to  faden  fhips.  This,  if 
true,  would  prove  that  the  Euxine  was  once  much  higher  than  at 
prefent,  and  lead  us  to  give  credit  to  the  accounts  of  the  antients 
relative  to  its  burding  a paffage  through  the  Thracian  Bofphorus, 
and  falling  to  the  level  of  the  Mediterranean. 

Diodorus  Siculus  tells  us,  for  example,  in  his  5th  book,  that  the 
Samothracians  (inhabitants  of  the  idand  of  that  name  at  the  en- 
trance of  the  Hellefpont)  complain,  that  befides  the  univerfal  deluge, 
by  which  they  fuffered  in  common  with  others,  they  were  afflidted 
by  two  others  peculiar  to  themfeives  ; hrd,  when  the  mouth  of  the 
Cianes54  burd  open  ; and,  next,  when  the  waters  of  the  Euxine 

*4  Cianes  was  the  antient  name  for  the  Thracian  Bofphorus,  an  appellation  which  it  received 
from  two  rocks  called  the  Cianes , or  rather  two  fmall  illands  in  the  Black  Sea,  at  the  very  entrance 
of  the  Bofphorus  ; which,  although  extinguilhed  for  many  ages,  were  declared  by  the  Argonauts 
to  have  been  flaming  volcanoes  when  they  palfed  on  their  expedition  to  Colchis. 
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broke  through  the  entrance  of  the  Hellefpont,  on  the  fea  of  Mar- 
mora becoming  too  full.  This  local  deluge  he  explains  in  the 
following  manner  : 

“ The  Euxine  (Black  Sea),  being  (hut  up  on  all  Tides  like  a lake, 
“ while  a number  of  large  rivers  were  conflantly  pouring  their 
“ waters  into  it,  became  at  laft  fo  full  as  to  force  itlelf  a paflfage 
“ through  the  Thracian  Bofphorus  into  the  Propontis  (fea  of 
“ Marmora)  ; and  when  that  little  lake  could  hold  no  more,  it 
“ again  burft  through  the  Hellefpont,  and  laid  under  water,  not 
“ only  many  of  the  plains  of  Samothracia,  but  even  a part  of  Afia,” 
or,  as  we  call  it  now,  Afia  Minor. 

The  fact  here  related  by  the  antients  I fhall  have  a farther  oppor- 
tunity of  confirming  in  the  courfe  of  our  Tour  through  the  Tau- 
rida ; independent  of  the  iron  rings  of  Sehaftapol,  which  at  pre- 
fent  demand  our  attention,  and  which,  indeed,  brought  the  circum- 
ftance  to  memory. 

The  new  city  is  feated,  in  form  of  an  amphitheatre,  on  the  fide 
of  a hill,  which  divides  two  of  its  fine  bafins,  one  of  which  ferves 
for  the  port,  and  the  other  for  performing  quarantine  ; a precaution 
very  necelfary  to  guard  againft  the  plague  when  a diredt  communi- 
cation with  Conftantinople  is  kept  open. 

The  old  Tartar  houfes  here,  as  well  as  every  where  elfe  in  the 
peninfula,  are  fmall  and  ill-built  ; but  we  find  along  the  quay  fome 
new  buildings  in  a much  better  tafte,  the  natural  confequence  of 
its  being  the  ftation  of  the  great  Euxine  fleet,  and,  of  courfe,  the 
chief  refidence  of  the  flag  and  other  naval  officers  ; although  the 
Commander  in  Chief,  Admiral  Mordwinoff,  lives  in  Nicolayef  on 
account  of  the  Board  of  Admiralty  being  eftablilhed  there  (fub- 
fervient  to  the  great  General  Board  of  St.  Peterfburg),  at  the  head 
of  wffiich  he  prefides. 

The  fleet  of  large  Chips  lying  in  this  port,  and  the  flotilla,  for 
the  reception  of  which  its  able  commander,  Admiral  Ribas,  is  con- 
ftrudting  the  fortified  port  of  Odeffa,  mentioned  in  a former  letter, 
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conftitutes  the  naval  force  of  the  Euxine  ; and  we  have  feen  by  the 
relult  of  1 aft  w ar,  that  it  is  fully  adequate  to  vanquiih  that  of  the 
I urk.s,  which,  although  flrong  in  fhips,  is  weak  in  naval  (kill. 

The  Rullian  navy,  however,  will  be  well  entitled  to  rank  high,  and 
even  to  give  laws  to  the  Euxine,  when  its  eftablifhment  lhall  be  com- 
plete, which  is  iettled  at  15  lhips  of  the  line  and  20  frigates,  befide 
the  neceflary  complement  of  fmaller  veflels  of  war  to  attend  it ; in- 
deed, even  the  force  that  we  found  here  is  very  refpedtable  for 
luch  a fea,  viz.  — three  lhips  from  80  to  90  guns;  fix  from  70  to 
76  ; one  of  54  ; eleven  from  40  to  48  ; 10  bombs,  fire-fhips,  (loops 
of  war,  &c.  ; independent  of  the  flotilla,  which  confifts  of  at  leaft 
200  veffels  of  one  kind  or  other,  fuch  as  chebeks,  gun-boats,  gallies, 
&c  lying  at  Nicolavef  and  Odeffa,  or  Adjibay. 

I cannot  quit  this  curious  port  without  mentioning,  that  Dr. 
Pallas  fays  he  obferved  feveral  of  its  rocks  corroded,  and  even 
honeycombed,  by  nitre  ; a curious  phenomenon,  which,  if  founded, 
will  account  for  the  number  of  bafins  fcooped  as  it  were  out  of 
both  fides  of  this  gulph  ; while  the  abundance  of  that  warlike  fait 
in  the  peninfula  (for  it  prevails  in  great  quantity,  not  only  in  the 
cells  of  the  calcareous  excavated  hills,  but  in  the  Tartar  kurgans, 
or  conic  tombs,  raifed  with  vegetable  allies)  will,  in  all  probability, 
be  fufficient  to  keep  for  ever  at  a diftance  its  late  barbarous  maflers, 
the  ignorant  Turks  ; at  leaft  while  they  fpurn  all  modern  improve- 
ments in  the  military  art. 

That  the  return  of  my  health  may  foon  leflen  the  diftance  between 
me  and  my  family,  is  the  prayer  with  which  I finith  this  letter, 
and  moft  of  my  others,  although  not  fo  openly  expreffed  by 

Yours,  &c. 
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From  the  Ruins  of  the  Tauric  Cherfon. 

After  feeing  every  thing  interefting  at  Sebaftapol,  we  were 
anxious  to  vifit  the  ruins  of  the  antient  Greek  city  of  Cherfon, 
which  you  may  eafily  fuppofe  can  be  at  no  great  diftance,  when  I 
tell  you  that  the  very  port  defcribed  in  my  laft  letter  was  formerly 
the  crowded  harbour  of  this  once-flourifhing  mart  of  Euxine  trade, 
inhabited  by  a powerful  and  commercial  people,  who  po Hefted 
what  the  ancients  called  the  Cherfonefus  Heraclea,  or  peninfula  of 
Heraclea,  formed  by  the  gulph  of  Sebaftapol,  and  the  port  of 
Balaklava,  which,  with  the  aid  of  a little  rivulet,  (poftibly  in  its 
origin  an  artificial  canal  cut  for  the  purpofe)  actually  infulates  this 
angle,  and  feparates  the  fmall  Cherfonefus  Heraclea  from  the  larger 
Cherfonefus  Taurica,  as  the  antients  called  the  peninfula  when 
mentioned  in  toto , including  the  two  fmaller,  Heraclea  and  Kerch. 

I am  convinced,  from  viewing  with  attention  this  little  detached 
portion,  that  the  name  of  Criu  Motopon , or  Ramhead,  which  mo- 
dern geographers  only  apply  to  the  moft  Eafterly  cape  or  promon- 
tory of  it,  was  applied  by  the  antients  to  the  whole  of  the  diminu- 
tive peninfula  ; which,  in  fa<5l,  is  not  unlike  the  head  of  a ram, 
when  well  laid  down  on  a good  map. 

Cherfon  was  founded  by  a colony  from  Heraclea,  on  the  oppofite 
coaft  of  Afia  Minor,  who  added  the  name  of  the  mother  country  to 
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this  Tauric  city;  and,  if  we  are  to  judge  of  its  extent  from  its 
ruins  and  antient  pavements,  &c.  now  moftly  torn  up,  though 
Rill  to  be  traced,  it  muR  have  been  very  great. 

Nothing  can  facilitate  the  deRrudlion  of  any  antient  city  fo  much 
as  building  a new  one  near  it  ; and  this  has  been  lo  much  the  cafe 
with  the  Grecian  Cherfon,  that  many  remains  of  antique  edifices 
feen  within  thefe  20  years,  by  feveral  people  whom  I have  fpoken 
with,  have  been  fwallowcd  up  fince  by  Rufiian  SebaRapol,  to  the 
great  regret  of  the  curious  traveller  who  now  vifits  the  defolate 
and  abandoned  fpot,  although  he  muR  be  more  of  an  antiquary 
than  a philofopher  captioufly  to  declaim  againR  the  continual  re- 
volution of  the  fame  matter  into  new  forms,  which  he  lees  con- 
Rantly  going  on  in  the  univerfe  around  him  ; nay,  even  we  ourfelves 
live  by  the  decompofition  of  organifed  bodies  that  have  preceded 
us,  and  that  now  manure  the  foil  to  furnifli  us  with  both  animal  and 
vegetable  food. 

However,  even  the  labourers  who  thus  profane  the  revered  works 
of  antiquity  have  not  been  fruitlefsly  employed  for  the  virtuofo,  as 
they  have  dug  up  a number  of  antient  Greek  and  Roman  medals 
(fome  of  them  highly  curious ss)  from  the  ruins  of  Cherfon,  and 
the  other  Tauric  remains  of  antiquity. 

While  the  Greeks  remained  maRers  of  the  Tauric  commerce,  the 
city  of  Cherfon  feems  to  have  preferved  the  firR  rank  in  the  penin- 
fula,  although  often  difputed  by  Panticapeum  (now  Kerch),  the 
capital  of  the  Bofphorus. 

In  the  conqueR  of  the  Taurida  by  Mithridates  the  Great,  King  of 
Pontus,  in  the  fecond  century  before  ChriR,  that  monarch  met  with 
the  greateR  refiRance  from  Scilurus , tyrant  of  the  little  peninfula 
of  Heraclea  Cherfonefus,  who,  with  his  80  fons,  according  to 
Apollonius,  or  his  50  according  to  Strabo,  made  a vigorous  defence. 


55  All  the  Tauric  medals,  monuments,  infcriptions,  &c.  that  have  come  to  the  Editor’s  know- 
ledge, or  were  colle&ed  there  by  the  fair  Traveller,  are  given  either  in  the  Tour  or  the  Supplement. 
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It  was,  however,  to  little  purpofe  ; for  Mithridates,  highly  expert 
in  the  art  of  war,  for  his  age,  as  the  Romans  felt  30  years  to  their ^ 
coft,  took  Scilurus’s  three  forts,  Palacium,  Cafum,  and  Neapolis  s°, 
as  likewife  the  famous  wall,  Hrengthened  with  turrets,  built  by  the 
Heracleans  acrofs  the  iflhmus,  of  40  Hades  according  to  Strabo  ; a 
work  impregnable  till  then  ; and  he  exterminated  the  whole  family 
of  the  Cherfon  tyrant,  although  he  had  fhortly  before  treated  with 
the  greatefl  mildnefs  Pnerifades  the  III.  King  of  Bofphorus. 

Diophantes,  General  of  Mithridatcs,  who  led  this  conquering 
army,  feems  to  have  known  the  full  value  of  his  conqueft,  by  the 
trouble  he  took  to  fecure  it  to  an  enlightened  mailer  who  cherillied 
commerce.  His  firft  care  was,  to  put  the  little  peninfula  out  of  all 
danger  of  a furprife  (as  probably  great  wealth  was  lodged  there), 
not  only  by  repairing  the  famous  wall,  but  by  adding  to  it  a new  fort 
which  he  called  Ctenuntus , built  at  the  bottom  of  a gulph,  on 
one  fide  of  the  city  of  Cherfon,  where  there  was  a pool  of  fait  water 
and  fait  works  ; a pofition  that  perfe6lly  anfwers  to  that  of  Inker-* 
man,  at  the  bottom  of  the  gulph  of  Seballapol,  formerly  that  of 
Cherfon. 

We  are  told,  that  Diophantes  likewife  raifed  fortifications  on  the 
promontory  to  the  South  Ealt  of  the  port,  which  he  joined  to  the 
old  wall  by  a new  one  ; and,  laftly,  fecured  Cherfon  from  attacks 
by  fea,  as  he  had  already  done  by  land,  with  a boom,  or  chain, 
laid  acrofs  the  entrance  of  the  little  gulph  fo  often  mentioned,  now 
the  port  of  Seballapol. 

The  general  next  turned  his  attention  to  (lengthening  the 
three  forts  mentioned  above,  which  feem  to  have  ferved  to  keep  in 
fubje<5lion  the  part  of  the  Taurida  that  belonged  to  the  little  Hate 
of  Cherfon  ; while  they  were  probably  alfo  a kind  of  outpoHs,  to 
amufe  the  Scythian  army  on  their  way  down  to  attack  the  peninfula 

56  Palacium  was  probably  Batcheferai,  whilft  Cafum  appears  to  have  been  Theodocia,  and 
Neapolis  Eupatoria. 
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of  Heraclea,  and  give  the  Greeks  time  to  put  their  wall  and  turrets 
in  a pofture  of  defence. 

Palacium  is  faid  to  have  flood  to  the  North  Eaft  of  Cherfon, 
Cafum  to  the  South  Eaft,  and  Neapolis  to  the  North  Weft  ; the 
latter  of  which  he  rebuilt,  or  enlarged,  and  named  it  Eupatoria, 
after  the  cognomen  of  Mithridates,  who  was  called  Eupator,  or 
the  lllujirious. 

Diophantes  feeii^s  next  to  have  marched  on  to  the  Weft,  in  order 
to  fubdue  the  reft  of  the  Greek  colonies  fituated  on  the  fhores  of  the 
Euxine,  and  the  rivers  falling  into  it ; and  during  his  progrefs 
through  the  country  that  we  have  fo  lately  traverfed  in  our  way 
hither,  he  evinced,  as  Strabo  juftly  remarks,  the  point  of  fuperiority 
and  difcipline  to  which  Mithridates  had  then  brought  his  troops ; 
as  this  able  general  defeated  an  army  of  50,000  Scythians,  with 
only  one  phalanx,  and  proceeded  on  his  march  without  more  in- 
terruption, as  far  as  the  Dniefter,  or  Tyras  of  the  antients  ; fo  that 
Mithridates,  it  appears,  once  poftefted  the  very  territories  now  be- 
longing to  this  empire,  from  the  Dniefter  to  the  Cuban  : a curious 
hiftorical  fa£t,  with  which  1 fhall  finifh  my  letter,  and  bid  you 
adieu  till  to-morrow. 
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From  the  fame  Ruins. 

I TAKE  it  for  granted,  that  you  wifh  me  to  continue  the  hiftory  of 
this  famous  Greek  city  ; and  in  that  belief  I lhall  purfue  my  inquiry, 
by  telling  you,  that  the  Romans,  as  conquerors  of  Mithridates,  be- 
came of  courfe  fovereign  lords  of  the  Taurida,  although  they  per- 
mitted his  parricide  fon  Pharnaces,  as  their  creature,  to  reign  there 
for  fome  time,  till  his  double  treafon  was  punifhed  by  Julius  Caefar, 
who  came , Jaw , and  conquered  him.  The^  afterwards  permitted  the 
country  to  be  governed  by  tributary  princes,  who  moftly  became 
independent  by  degrees,  more  particularly  during  the  civil  wars  of 
Rome,  and  the  calamities  that  followed,  when  the  empire  was  at- 
tacked on  all  hands  by  barbarians,  although  the  warlike  Emperor 
Trajan  made  a victorious  campaign  on  the  Euxine,  and  even  planted 
new  Roman  colonies  on  the  fhores  of  this  fea,  and  in  the  Wilds  of 
Scythia  ; as  will  be  noticed  when  I come  to  trace  the  general  hiftory 
of  the  country,  inftead  of  the  local  hiftory  of  the  cities  that  we  vifit 
in  our  Tour,  my  prefent  occupation. 

During  the  Middle  Ages  the  Taurida  continued  to  occupy  a dif- 
tinguilhed  Ration  ; more  particularly  the  famous  city,  of  which  we 
are  now  examining  the  vaft  ruins  ; as  we  find,  that  it  was  in  Cher- 
fon  where  the  Emperor  Theophilus  placed  his  feat  of  government 
for  Kbatzariay  (or  Kozaria  in  Rufs)  as  the  peninfula  was  then 
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called  by  the  Greeks,  from  a race  of  Huns"  of  that  name,  accord- 
ing to  Procopius,  the  hiftorian  ; although  M.  de  Guignes  thinks 
it  was  a horde  of  Turks,  who  poured  down  from  the  Caucafus  in 
the  fifth  century,  and  gave  their  name  to  the  Taurida,  as  they  had 
before  done  to  the  Cafpian,  then  called  the  fea  of  Kazaria. 

Our  next  information  relative  to  this  city  is  from  the  Greek 
Emperor  Conftantinus  Porphyrogenitus,  who  in  the  ioth  century 
wrote  an  excellent  account  of  all  the  countries  under  his  fceptre. 

He  tells  us,  in  his  53d  chapter,  that  the  Taurida  (then  (till 
called  Kazaria)  was  divided  between  two  powerful  people,  the 
Cherfonites  and  Bofphorites ; the  firft  evidently  in  allegiance  to  his 
empire,  from  the  ample  information  that  he  gives  us  concerning 
them  ; while  his  comparative  filence  relative  to  the  Bofphorus 
leads  to  a (ufpicioti,  that  that  antient  kingdom  was  become  in- 
dependent of  the  throne  of  Conftantinople. 

Firfi,  we  learn  from  him,  that  Cherfon  was  governed  by  a chief 
magiftrate  called  the  Protevon  of  the  city  sS,  whofe  council  were 
named  the  fathers  of  it ; but  the  Emperor  afterwards  fent  Pretors 
to  govern  Cherfon  in  their  name  (inftead  of  the  antient  municipal 
magiftrates),  the  firll;  of  whom  was  named  Petrones.  Secondly, 
he  informs  us,  that  they  were  continually  at  war  with  the  Bof- 
phorites, their  rivals  in  commerce  and  power  (whom  I (hall  men- 
tion when  we  come  to  their  antient  capital,  Kerch,  on  the  Cim- 
merian Bofphorus  S9)  ; and  he  even  gives  a flight  (ketch  of  their 

*7  The  learned  profeffor  Schlxtzer,  in  his  profound  differtation,  Ihows,  from  Byzantine 
authority,  that  there  exifted  in  the  Taurida  a people  called  Ruffes,  who  joined  Olkold's  army  to 
attack  Conftantinople ; and  the  Bertinian  annals  talk  of  the  Rulfians  23  years  before  862,  when 
Ruric  was  called  to  Novogorod.  They  fpoke  a language  different  from  the  Sclavonian  ; for  Con- 
ftantine  Porphyrogenitus  has  preferved  the  names  of  the  Poroges,  or  falls  of  the  Dnieper,  in  both 
languages.  See  my  Xlth  Letter.  The  Ruffes  were  of  the  fame  origin  as  the  Kozares,  or  Chat- 
zares  as  the  Greeks  called  them  ; for  the  Oriental  authors  tell  us,  that  Rufs  and  Chatzar  were 
brothers,  or  that  the  two  people  fprung  from  the  lame  flock. 

sS  Probably  when  it  became  a republic,  after  the  death  of  Scilurus,  its  laft  tyrant,  as  the  Greeks 
called  thefe  petty  kings,  though  it  has  lince  become  an  opprobrious  term  for  an  oppreffor. 
f0  Letter  LI.  &rc. 
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military  exploits,  which  I fhall  referve  for  another  letter  ; repeating 
here,  what  i have  hinted  before,  that  it  is  difficult  both  to  range 
about  and  write  much  on  the  fame  day,  in  fuch  favourite  fpots  as 
draw  all  our  attention,  either  from  what  they  are  at  prefent,  or 
what  they  have  been  in  their  antient  Rate  of  fallen  fplendour. 

So  adieu. 

%*  I muft  add  by  way  of  Poftfcript,  that  I faw  this  day  a moft 
beautiful  gold  medal  of  the  elder  Philip  of  Macedon,  dug  up 
from  the  ruins  of  Cherfon,  and  purchafed  of  the  foldier  who 
found  it  for  two  roubles,  not  the  20th  part  of  its  value  ! 
The  work  of  the  head  on  the  obverfe  is  exquifite  ; but  the  tri- 
umphal car  and  horfes  on  the  reverfe,  with  which  he  has  juft 
gained  the  prize  at  the  Olympic  games,  is  rather  inferior  : 
below  the  car  is  his  name  in  Greek. 


LETTER  XXX. 


From  the  Ruins  of  the  Tauric  Cherfon. 

X^HE  Imperial  writer  begins  his  account  of  the  exploits  of  the 
Cherfonites  by  faying,  that  in  the  reign  of  Dioclelian,  the  Bof- 
phorites  having  advanced  an  army  into  the  antient  kingdom  of 
Colchis,  under  the  command  of  a general  named  Crifcon,  even  as 
far  as  the  Halys  of  antiquity  (now  Kifilermak,  or  Red  River),  Con- 
ftantine,  who  afterwards  mounted  the  throne,  being  fent  againft: 
them,  and  finding  fome  difficulty  in  oppofing  their  progrefs,  en- 
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gaged  the  Cherfonites  to  make  a diverfion  in  his  favour;  which 
they  did  fo  effectually,  as  to  take  their  capital  Bofphorus,  now  Kerch, 
and  keep  it  till  they  made  their  peace  with  Conffantinople. 

He  adds,  that  this  event  happened  in  the  Protevonfhip  of  Chrif- 
tus,  l'on  of  Papias.  The  lame  Conftantine,  when  inveffed  with 
the  imperial  purple,  employed  them  again  in  the  Protevonfhip  of 
Diogenus,  to  make  an  attack  on  the  hordes  of  the  little  Scythia, 
and  beftowed  on  them  fcveral  privileges  for  that  fecond  lervice. 

During  the  Protevonfhip  of  Byfus,  fon  of  Supolichus,  the  noble 
hiftorian  not  only  makes  them  defeat  their  old  rivals,  but  even 
confine  them,  by  a treaty  of  peace,  not  to  pafs  by  force  of  arms 
the  city  of  Theodocia,  or  Caffa,  which  they  made  the  Weftern 
boundary  of  the  kingdom  of  Bofphorus  ; and  it  .fee ms  to  have 
remained  fuch  in  the  Writer’s  own  time,  as  he  exprefsly  tells  us, 
that  they  were  then  reftriCted  to  40  miles  weft  of  their  capital 
Bofphorus,  as  the  antient  Panticapeos  was  new- named  ; a diftance 
that  exaCtly  reaches  to  Theodocia,  deftined  to  be  afterwards  the 
great  emporium  of  the  Euxine  under  the  name  of  Caffa,  and  to 
fwallow  up  the  trade  and  confequence  of  Cherfon,  and  of  all  the 
other  cities  in  the  Taurida. 

The  laft  remarkable  anecdote  that  he  gives  us  refpeCting  the  hif- 
tcry  of  thefe  ruins  relates  to  a confpiracy  of  the  Boi'phorites  to 
deftroy  Cherfon,  long  before  the  hand  of  time,  and  the  ft  ill  ruder 
hand  of  man,  had  done  it  fo  effectually  ; and  they  had  actually 
found  means  to  introduce  a number  of  men  fecretly  into  the  city, 
when  the  plot  was  difeovered  by  a girl  named  Gycia1' , to  whom 
her  grateful  countrymen  ereCted  a ftatue,  and  engraved  her  name 
on  the  pedeftal,  with  an  account  of  the  important  fervice  that  fhe 
had  rendered  to  the  ftate. 

60  Love  faved  Cherfon  on  this  occafion,  as  it  has  often  faved  other  cities ; for  it  was  the  anxiety 
of  a Bofphorite  lover  to  exempt  Gycia  from  the  general  danger,  that  made  him  difeover  to  her  the 
plot  in  which  he  was  engaged. 


We 
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We  farther  learn,  from  later  Byzantine  writers,  that  Cherfon  was 
greatly  fallen  to  decay  when  it  was  reftored  by  Juftinian  the  Firft  ; 
and  that  the  cruel  tyrant  Juftinian  the  Second,  having  been  de- 
pofed,  and  unfortunately  (hut  up  in  a monaftery  of  Cherfon  by 
his  fucccftbr  Leontius,  in  697,  made  his  efcape  to  the  Chagan  or 
Chan  of  the  Kozares,  then  maftcrs  of  the  Taurida,  who  gave  him 
his  daughter  Theodora  in  marriage  ; an  alliance  and  protection 
which  probably  engaged  Trebolis,  King  of  Bulgaria,  at  the  head 
of  a great  army,  to  replace  him  on  the  throne  of  Conftantinople. 
Then  it  was  that  the  revengeful  Juftinian,  under  a pretence  that 
the  Cherlonites  were  leagued  with  the  ufurper  Leontius  (who,  in 
turn,  had  his  nofe  cut  olf,  and  was  fhut  up  in  a monaftery,  exactly 
as  Juftinian  himfelf  had  been  ferved),  fent  a powerful  fleet  and 
army  to  exterminate  indiferiminately  the  inhabitants  of  the  Taurida  ; 
which  they  were  executing  without  remorfe,  when  the  Chan  of  the 
Kozares,  included  in  the  bloody  profeription  from  a fimilar  fufpicion, 
although  the  tyrant  was  married  to  his  daughter,  came  to  the  affift- 
ance  of  the  unfortunate  Greeks,  and,  in  conjunction  with  them, 
beat  the  exterminating  army,  and  proclaimed  Philippicus  Emperor, 
who  happened  to  be  in  Cherfon  at  the  time.  1 he  remains  of  the 
imperial  troops  heartily  joined  in  this  nomination,  as  well  as  in 
placing  him  on  the  throne  of  Conftantinople  ; and  they  afterwards 
brought  him  the  head  of  the  fugitive  Juftinian,  who  had  iliut  him' 
felf  up  in  the  city  of  Sinope,  in  Paphlagonia. 

Thus  was  Cherfon  faved  from  the  rage  of  a bloody  tyrant  (in 
the  modern,  not  the  antient  fenfe  of  the  word)  ; and  his  fucceflbr 
renewed  the  annual  fubfidy  that  had  been  paid  to  them,  as 
auxiliaries  of  the  Roman  empire,  ever  fince  the  reigns  of  Diocle- 
flan  and  Valens;  confiding  of  bow-ftrings,  iron,  oil,  wood  for 
war-engines,  and  provifions  for-icoo  men,  with  10  pounds  of 
gold,  now  rai'ed  to  12  on  the  renewal  of  the  treaty. 

I find  little  more  relative  to  this  famous  city,  except  that  a bifhop, 
named  Richard,  in  the  14th  century  built  a church  here,  dedicated 
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to  Saint  Clement  the  Martyr  ; unlefs  I were  to  place  in  the  Tauric 
Cherfon,  the  baptifm  of  Wlodimir  the  Great,  the  firft  chriftian 
prince  of  Rufiia,  which  I fhall  fpeak  of  in  another  city  of  the  pen- 
infula,  where  the  authorities  that  I follow  fix  it,  in  contradiction 
to  thofe  who  would  have  it  placed  here. 

We  now  purpofe  vifiting  the  romantic  Greek  monaftery  of  St. 
George,  and  the  famous  temple  of  the  Tauric  Diana,  or  rather  the 
fpot  where  it  once  flood,  but  which  will  {till  furnifh  me  with  an 
interefting  letter,  or  I am  fure  that  you  will  be  as  much  difappointed 
as  Yours,  &c. 


LETTER  XXXI. 


From  the  Greek  Monaftery  of  St.  Georgr. 

The  monaftery  of  St.  George  is  a peaceful  and  quiet  retreat,  now 
only  inhabited  by  five  Greek  monks,  it  is  delightfully  fituated  obi 
the  molt  Eafterly  promontory  of  the  little  Cherfonefus  Heraclea 
(which  forms  one  fide  of  the  port  of  Balaklava),  the  Criu  Moto- 
pon  of  modern  geographers,  as  faid  before  ; for  I believe  it  was  the 
whole  little  peninfula  to  which  the  antients  gave  that  fanciful  name, 
from  its  relemblance  to  a ram’s  head,  when  laid  down  on  a map. 

The  monks  fubfift  on  the  charity  of  the  inhabitants,  and  the  pro- 
duce of  a pretty  garden  which  they  cultivate  with  their  own  hands 
in  the  bofom  of  their  romantic  rocks  ; dividing;  their  time  molt 
judicioufly  between  prayer  and  labour  ; convinced  that  the  laft 
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docs  not  render  the  fil'd  lefs  acceptable  to  the  Supreme  Being;  and 
furely  thefe  fenfible  men  mud  return  to  their  facred  duty  with  more 
vigorous  minds  than  many  of  their  dofmg  brethren  in  other  parts 
of  the  world,  and  be  lefs  troubled  with  vifions,  and  other  infirmi- 
ties of  human  nature,  both  moral  and  phyfical,  which  have  but 
too  often  thrown  a ridicule  on  a very  ufeful  afylum,  not  only  for 
men  in  certain  cafes,  but  likewife  for  helplefs  women  advanced  in 
age,  in  the  true  fpirit  of  the  wife  regulations  of  Catherine  IT.  of 
Rudia,  who  permits  any  one  that  pleafes  to  take  the  veil  after  die 
has  paffed  the  age  of  child-bearing,  but  redrains  the  fair  fex  from 
abandoning  fociety  fo  long  as  they  can  contribute  to  the  increafe 
of  it. 

What  a contrad  does  this  fage  law  of  Catherine  form  with  the 
late  condudd  of  a nation  which  certainly  held  itfelf  much  fupe- 
rior  in  policy  and  polifh  to  this  rifing  empire  ! Will  it  be  believed, 
that  while  Rudia  was  olfering  a willing  afylum  to  helplefs  women 
pad  the  power  of  benefiting  fociety,  France  was  ignominioufiy 
fcourging  with  rods,  at  the  end  of  the  1 8th  century,  and  in  the 
name  of  liberty  and  reafon , the  fame  defcription  of  females,  to  make 
them  leave  it  ? 

The  Rufiians,  ever  fince  they  came  into  poffedion  of  the  Taurida, 
feem  to  have  confidered  this  convent  as  placed  on  the  fcite  of  the 
antient  temple  of  the  Tauric  Diana  (better  known  by  the  name 
of  her  priedefs  Iphigenia,  from  her  dory  having  become  the  theme 
of  the  tragic  mufe)  ; till  Dr.  Pallas,  in  his  late  tour  through  the 
peninfula,  before  he  fettled  in  it,  difeovered,  that  another  cape,  a 
little  to  the  Wed  ward  of  Criu  Motopon,  on  which  the  convent 
dands,  not  only  anfwered  exactly  to  Strabo’s  defcription,  but  even 
bears  dill  the  name  of  P arthenium , the  very  fame  by  which  the 
Roman  geographer  denominated  the  promontory  on  which  the 
temple  of  Diana  dood  in  his  days. 

However,  as  I have  too  much  refpedt  for  your  Englifh  tutelar 
faint  (St.  George),  to  dint  him  up  in  the  fame  letter  with  a couple 
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of  fair  Pagans,  I fhall  referve  Diana  and  Iphigenia  for  my  next, 
and  in  the  mean  time  bid  you  adieu. 

P.  S.  I had  forgotten  to  tell  you,  that  the  fituation  of  this  convent 
is  mod;  charmingly  romantic,  and  the  view  from  it  one  of  the 
fined  and  mod  delightful  in  the  world.  The  cells  and  chapel 
are  cut  out  of  the  living  rock,  while  its  garden  produces  not 
only  plenty  of  excellent  pot-herbs,  but  a variety  of  fine  flowers 
and  delicious  fruits.  In  fhort,  my  good  friend,  if  ever  I turn 
nun,  it  will  be  in  fuch  a fpot  as  the  convent  of  St.  George ; 
and  remember,  that  in  the  Ruffian  dominions  neither  man  nor 
woman  is  rejected  for  having  lived  in  the  bonds  of  holy 
wedlock. 


LETTER  XXXII. 


From  the  Temple  of  the  T auric  Diana. 

I SAID  in  my  lad,  that  Dr.  Pallas  found  the  promontory  a little 
to  the  Wed  of  the  convent  not  only  dill  called  Parthenium,  but 
likewife  anfwering  to  Strabo’s  defcription  ; which  it  does  in  the 
following  circumdances. 

Fird,  he  perceived  the  under  part  of  the  projecting  rock  cut  out 
into  an  arch  by  the  condant  aCtion  of  the  fea,  exactly  as  Strabo 

defcribes  the  promontory  of  Parthenium  to  have  been  in  his  time. 

Secondly, 
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Secondly,  he  found  the  fpace  leading  up  from  the  arch  to  the 
top  of  the  rock,  cut  into  Reps,  exactly  according  to  Strabo. 

LaRly,  he  found  on  its  fummit,  preeifely  where  Strabo  fays  the 
temple  Rood,  fome  few  remains  of  a ruined  antient  building. 

The  above  curious  information,  communicated  to  me  by  the 
learned  naturaliR  before  I vifited  the  Taurida,  certainly  points  out 
with  fingular  accuracy  the  pofition  of  the  famous  temple,  and  only 
leaves  me  the  agreeable  talk  of  adding  a few  words  on  its  antient 
hiRory,  as  there  are  no  ruins  of  it  worth  describing. 

Herodotus  (to  whom  I have  fo  often  had  recourfe,  and  whom 
probably  I muR  Rill  often  cite,  in  a part  of  the  world  where 
he  difeovers  wonderful  knowledge  for  the  period  of  time  at  which 
he  wrote)  tells  us,  in  his  fourth  book,  Melpomene,  that  the  Tau- 
rians  Sacrificed  all  the  unhappy  Greeks  that  were  Riipwrecked 
on  their  coaR,  to  Iphigenia,  daughter  of  Agamemnon ; pre- 
cipitating their  bodies  into  the  fea  from  the  rock  on  which  her 
temple  Rood,  after  RrR  cutting  off  their  heads,  which  they  placed 
on  poles  Ruck  into  the  tops  of  their  houfes,  as  a kind  of  charm 
againR  their  enemies'1. 

61  The  origin  of  the  inhuman  facrifices  offered  to  the  Tauric  Diana  we  find  in  the  facred  books 
of  the  Brahmans,  now  laid  open  to  Europe  by  the  learned  Sir  William  Jones,  of  Bengal ; where 
he  has  difeovered  the  gods  of  the  Greeks  and  Romans,  their  mythology,  &c.  all  taken  from  India 
originally,  although  it  is  poflible  that  the  Europeans  might  have  received  their  deities  and  fables  at 
fecond-hand  from  the  Egyptians,  who  had  borrowed  them  from  India.  But  hear  the  learned 
Judge  himfelf  upon  the  fubjedt,  who  has  tranflated  the  following  account  of  the  worfhip  of  the 
Tauric  Diana  from  the  Sanfcrit,  a dead  language  for  fome  thoufand  years  paft. 

“ Cali,  the  wife  of  Siva,  the  Stygian  Jove  of  India,  is  the  Stygian  or  Tauric  Diana  of  the 
“ Greeks  and  Romans,  otherwife  named  Hecate,  and  often  confounded  with  Proferpine.  To  this 
“ black  goddefs,  adorned  with  a collar  of  golden  Jkulls  in  all  her  Indian  temples,  human  facrifices 
“ were  antiently  offered,  as  ordered  in  the  Vedas  (the  Indian  bible)^  but  in  the  prefentage  the 
“ horrid  facrifice  of  a man,  a bull,  and  a horfe,  her  antient  offering  at  the  end  of  autumn,  is 
,c  changed  for  more  innocent  ceremonies  pra&ifed  every  year  by  the  brahmans,  or  priefts,  in 
“ Varanes.” 
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We  have  then  a very  curious  defcription  of  the  temple  itfelf,  in 
a letter  from  Ovid,  dated  at  Tome,  the  place  of  his  exile  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Danube,  and  addreffed  to  Cotta  in  Rome  (See  his 
Trihia,  Book  III.  Letter  II.).  Ovid  begins  it  by  telling  Cotta,  that 
he  heard  a citizen  of  Tome,  born  in  the  Cherfonefus  Taurica,  give, 
in  a public  difcourfe,  an  account  of  the  tradition  of  his  native 
country  relative  to  the  famous  temple  of  the  Tauric  Diana,  which 
was  hill  exihing  in  the  fmall  peninfula  of  Heraclea  Cherfonefus  when 
he  left  home,  and  handing  on  columns,  with  40  heps  leading  up  to 
it ; but  that  the  altar  of  the  goddefs,  originally  of  white  marble, 
was  fo  hained  with  blood  as  to  appear  almoh  black. 

The  orator  next  accounted  for  the  lofs  of  the  goddefs’s  hatue, 
long  removed  from  her  temple,  in  the  following  manner : 

“ On  Iphigenia,  priehefs  of  Diana,  difcovering  that  a couple  of 
“ hrangers  fhipwrecked  on  the  coah,  and  brought  to  her  for 
“ facrifke,  were  her  brother  Orehes  and  his  companion  Pylades, 
“ inhead  of  ufing  her  bloody  knife,  hie  eloped  with  them,  and 
“ carried  off  in  her  flight  the  hatue  of  the  goddefs.” 

I hiall  only  add  to  this  information  given  us  by  the  unhappy 
Roman  bard,  that  we  are  further  told,  it  was  Orehes  who,  having 
fled  to  Heraclea  on  the  oppoflte  coah  of  Afla  Minor  (now  Anatolia), 
led  a colony  of  his  countrymen,  the  Greeks,  to  take  pofleflion  of 
the  little  Cherfonefus,  which  he  had  thus  accidentally  difcovered  ; 
poflably  to  be  revenged  on  the  barbarous  Taurians. 
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Balaklava , the  Portus  Symbolon  of  Stralo . 

We  next  vifited  the  town  of  Balaklava,  the  Urbs  Climatum  of 
Conftantinus  Porphyrogenitus,  now  reduced  to  about  400  houfes, 
principally  inhabited  by  a colony  of  Albanians,  who,  in  flying 
hither  from  Ottoman  tyranny  at  the  end  of  the  former  war,  in  which 
they  had  taken  an  adtive  part  in  favour  of  Ruflia,  feem  to  have 
fulfilled  the  old  faying  of  falling  on  Chary bdis  in  avoiding  Scylla  ; 
for,  alas  ! they  have  fettled  in  the  moft  unhealthy  fpot  of  all  the 
Taurida,  which  has  reduced  3000,  the  original  number,  to  about 
1500  ; and  it  is  really  diftrefling  to  hear  the  furvivors  lament  the 
unhappy  fate  of  their  friends  and  relations,  cut  off  by  an  unknown 
enemy,  which  pours  out  death  and  difeale  from  a hidden  fource  ; 
which  all  are  equally  expofed  to,  although  perfons  born  on  the  fpot 
refill  it  much  better  than  their  parents,  the  firft  fettlers,  who  have 
buffered  fo  much  ; and  Hill  even  this  fecond  generation  has  but  a 
fickly  look.  The  deadly  vapour  fo  deftrudlive  here  feerns  to  be  a 
putrid  roarlh  miafma,  the  fame  peftiferous  blaft  that  chaled  the 
hardy  Ruffian  troops  from  the  modern  Cherfon,  and  which  will  foon 
put  to  flight,  or  lay  in  the  grave,  the  little  French  colony  of  no- 
blemen planted  on  the  banks  of  the  Dnieper. 

The  port  of  Balaklava,  the  Portus  Symbolon  of  Strabo,  is  one  of 
the  moft  curious  and  fnug  bafins  in  the  world ; being  furrounded  with 
mountains  in  fuch  a manner  as  to  be  compleatly  guarded  againft 
every  wind  that  blows;  while  the  mouth  of  it  anlwers  perfectly 
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well  to  the  name  given  it  by  Ptolemy,  of  Borae  Antrum;  as,  in  faft, 
it  looks  more  like  the  mouth  of  a cave  than  a harbour,  not  only 
on  account  of  its  narrownefs,  but  from  its  oblique  direftion  be- 
tween two  high  rocks,  which  prevents  your  feeing  the  bafin  till  you 
have  actually  entered  it,  and  requires  much  care  and  dexterity  in 
turning  into  it. 

Thefe  advantages  made  this  port  for  many  ages  the  conffant  refort 
of  the  Euxine  pirates,  once  fo  numerous ; and  I could  almoft 
hazard  a conjecture,  that  its  antient  name  of  Portus  Symbolon 
took  origin  in  the  nefarious  agreements  and  contracts  entered  into 
here,  for  the  purpofe  of  piracy,  or  in  felling  as  (laves  their  unhappy 
captives,  as  it  was  in  Balaklava  that  they  were  always  difpofed  of  to 
the  bed  bidder.  However,  all  its  natural  advantages  have  not  pre- 
ferved  its  antient  trade,  fo  highly  flourilhing  for  many  years  after 
the  extermination  of  the  pirates,  more  particularly  during  the 
Genoefe  fway  in  the  Taurida  ; for  it  is  now  entirely  put  an  end  to, 
by  a chain  laid  acrofs  the  narrow  mouth  of  the  harbour,  to  prevent, 
as  we  were  told,  the  danger  of  introducing  the  plague  with  con- 
traband goods  run  in  here,  without  the  poflibility  ot  avoiding  it,  in 
any  other  way,  by  all  the  vigilance  of  the  Cuftom-houle  ; fo  that  the 
inhabitants  of  Balaklava  are  now  cut  off  from  all  external  refource  ; 
a privation  little  calculated  to  lighten  the  weight  of  their  domeftic 
calamity  above  mentioned  as  affailing  them  on  land. 

The  caufe  of  the  extraordinary  phenomenon,  of  putrid  marjh 
miafma  arifing  from  a fea  port  which,  of  courfe,  muff  be  fuppofed 
filled  with  fait  water , muff  certainly  excite  the  curiofity  of  all  phy- 
ficians  in  both  the  French  and  Englifh  fenfe  of  the  term  ; and  there- 
fore I (hall  endeavour  to  give  what  appear  to  me  probable  reafons 
for  fo  uncommon  a circumftance.  Firft,  a fmall  rivulet  is  con- 
tinually pouring  frefb  water,  charged  with  vegetable  matter,  into  a 
diftant  ftagnant  corner  of  the  harbour,  choked  up  with  fea  v^eed, 
gradually  driven  in  by  the  wind  from  the  Euxine,  while  there  is  no 
ebb  and  flow  in  this  fea  to  carry  it  out  again.  Secondly,  the  oblique 
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pofition  of  the  entrance  of  this  land-locked  bafin,  prevents  the 
Euxine,  even  when  tempeftuous,  as  it  often  is,  from  flowing  in 
with  fufficient  force  to  agitate  the  water  and  keep  it  fweet. 

Thefe  caufes  produce  a real  trrarjh  in  the  farther  extremity  of  the 
harbour;  which,  putrifying  during  the  fummerheat,  'ends  forth  an 
invincible  ftream  of  putrid  marfh  miafma,  ever  dangerous  and  de- 
ftru£tive  in  all  parts  of  the  world,  by  the  remittent  fever  which 
it  excites.  Such  appears  to  me  to  be  the  real  caufe  of  the  re- 
markable infalubrity  of  Balaklava,  which  has  fo  long  puzzled  the 
inhabitants  to  account  for  ; and  if  it  fhould  be  objected,  that  the 
fame  caufes  muft  always  have  produced  the  fame  effects  in  every 
age,  while  we  know  that  this  town  was  once  highly  flouriihing  and 
populous;  I will  anfwer,  that  the  conclufion  is  not  juft,  although 
the  fa<5t  is  true  ; for,  when  the  country  was  well  peopled,  the  pre- 
fent  fource  of  difeafe  and  death  would  be  rendered,  on  the  contrary, 
fubfervient  to  the  health  and  life  of  man,  by  employing  the  annual 
fupply  of  vegetable  matter  thus  accumulated. in  a corner  of  the  har- 
bour to  the  purpofes  of  agriculture  ; although  at  prelent  it  feems  a 
talk  to  which  the  number  and  force  of  the  Albanian  colony  is  inade- 
quate ; more  efpecially  as  we  remarked  that  they  have  military 
duty  to  perform  ; for  we  faw  their  able-bodied  men  regimented,, 
and  under  arms,  at  the  very  time  when  the  ftagnant  pool  was  in  its 
moft  foetid  unhealthy  ftate  from  the  heatof  fummer,  and  when  the 
accumulated  vegetable  matter  ought  to  have,  been  already  fpread  on 
the  tilled  lands. 

On  the  mountain  to  the  right,  as  you  enter  this  port  from  the 
fea,  you  difcover  the  ruins  of  a Genoefe  fort,  the  works  of  which, 
running  all  round  the  brow  of  the  hill,  feem  to  have  been  of  luch 
extent  as  to  contain  a fmall  town  within  it.  This  out-work,  or 
fortified  wall,  was  once  defended  by  twelve  or  thirteen  turrets, 
three  of  which  are  much  larger  than  the  reft  ; more  particularly 
one,  which  feems  to  have  been  a fecond  fort  of  itfelf. 
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This  antient  tower  Rands  on  a fort  of  oval  bafis,  in  the  centre 
of  which  is  a cittern,  contrived  in  fuch  a manner  as  to  receive  rain 
water  from  feveral  ttoping  roofs,  by  means  of  tile  conduits ; and, 
as  the  mouth  of  the  cittern  is  within  the  tower,  the  garrifon  in 
time  of  a fiege  mutt  have  been  fupplied  from  the  clouds  with  this 
neceflary  fluid  ; fo  that  I have  no  doubt  but  the  Genoefe  made  an 
obftinate  defence  here,  againft  the  whole  power  of  the  Kozares,  be- 
fore they  were  diflodged  from  this  and  their  other  ftrong  holds  in 
the  Taurida,  and  compelled  to  concentrate  their  whole  force  in  the 
impregnable  town  of  Caffa  (impregnable,  at  lcatt,  againft  Tartar 
attacks  by  land),  as  we  fhall  fee,  in  the  hiftory  of  that  city,  that 
■they  were  at  laft  obliged  to  do. 

This  mountain  fort,  probably  placed  on  the  feite  of  the  antient 
Greek  city  of  Klimatum,  mutt  in  all  ages  have  been  a place  of  refuge 
for  the  merchants  and  their  goods,  who  probably  left  the  open 
lower  town  on  the  appearance  of  an  enemy,  for  the  protection  of 
the  fortified  city  on  the  hill. 

I lhall  finifh  my  remarks  on  Balaklava  with  obferving,  that  the 
liigh  hills  which  form  its  port,  with  fome  others  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood, feem  to  have  conftituted  the  Mons  Trapezius  of  the 
Antients. 

We  returned  this  evening  to  Sebaftapol,  whence  I write,  and 
which  we  propofe  fhall  be  (till  our  head-quarters  every  evening,  till 
we  have  made  little  excurfions  to  what  more  is  worth  feeing  in  this 
neighbourhood  ; although  I am  told  that  to-morrow  a view  of  the 
ruins  of  Inkerman,  fituated  at  the  bottom  of  the  little  gulph  of 
Cherfon,  now  Sebaftapol,  will  finifh  our  furvey  of  this  lpot : — till 
then  adieu  ! ar\d,  pray  make  intereft  with  the  Saints  whom  we  are  to 
vifit  to-morrow  in  their  rocky  niches,  that  they  may  prevent  a flip 
in  climbing  up  to  them,  and  thus  preferve  the  limbs  of  your  wan- 
dering fpoufe,  M,  G. 
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From  the  Ruins  of  Inkerrnan. 

In  rowing  along  the  gulph  or  port  of  Sebaftapol,  on  our  way  to 
Inkerrnan,  fituated  at  the  farther  extremity  of  it,  towards  the 
antient  Cherfon,  we  were  fo  much  occupied  in  admiring  the  fine 
woody  hills  on  either  fide,  that  we  were  arrived  at  the  bottom,  and 
had  even  entered  the  pretty  little  rivulet  that  leads  to  the  valley  of 
Inkerrnan,  without  perceiving  it,  till  the  green  banks  that  now 
feemed  to  clofe  upon  us  on  a fudden,  and  confine  our  courle,  drew 
our  attention,  and  made  us  remark  where  we  were. 

We  landed  at  the  foot  of  the  high  rocky  mountain  on  which 
the  city  of  Inkerrnan,  at  prefent  in  ruins,  once  flood  ; which  I think 
was  antiently  the  Ctenuntus  of  antiquity,  built  by  Diophantes, 
Mithridates’  general,  to  ftrengthen  the  famous  Heraclean  wall. 

Before  you  reach  thefe  ruins,  however,  another  curious  objedt 
attradls  your  notice  ; viz.  a monaftery  cut  out  of  the  rock  ; and  to 
this  we  firft  mounted  by  a ftair- cafe,  once,  probably,  fafe  enough, 
but  at  prefent  a very  dangerous  ladder,  from  the  perifhable  nature 
of  the  hone  out  of  which  it  is  hewn  ; fo  that  we  crept  rather  than 
walked,  up  to  fome  mouldering  cells ; and  next  to  a chapel  of 
large  fize  cut  out  of  the  rock,  with  much  art,  into  an  elliptical  form, 
with  fculptured  pillars  of  no  indifferent  workmanlhip  : a wonderful 
effort  of  human  ingenuity  and  patience,  efpecially  as  we  perceived 
cn  the  rocky  walls  l'everal  figures  in  baffo  relievo ; though  thefe  latter 
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were  much  injured  by  the  decompofition  of  the  Rone  ; for  even  rocks 
muR  yield  to  time,  which  is  conRantly  obliterating  fome  feature  or 
other  of  thefe  holy  objects  of  chriRian  veneration. 

A third  flight  of  Reps  led  us  up,  through  the  vault  of  one  of  the 
cells,  to  the  ruins  of  the  antient  fortified  town  or  citadel  on  the  top 
of  the  mountain  ; which  muR  once  have  been  of  great  fize  and 
Rrength,  judging  from  the  ground  that  it  Rill  covers.  Its  amazing 
height,  on  an  almoR  perpendicular  rock,  muR  have  preserved  it  in 
fafety  before  the  ufe  of  gunpowder  ; as  no  miflile  weapon  could 
furely  reach  it ; while  even  a fmall  Rone,  thrown  down  from 
fuch  a height,  muR  have  done  execution  among  the  befiegers 
below. 

Here,  during  the  middle  ages,  was  placed  the  feat  of  govern- 
ment for  the  principality  of  Theodoria  (as  this  city  was  then  called), 
which  exified  as  a feparate,  though  tributary  Rate,  till  the  Ma- 
hometan conqueR  in  the  1 6 th  century;  like  the  principality  of 
Gothia  already  mentioned  ; and  both,  probably,  from  the  lame 
caufe,  their  impregnable  fituation  in  the  mountains. 

No  author  that  I have  met  with  tells  us  of  what  nation  the  in- 
habitants of  this  principality  were  ; although  I think  that  a paflage 
of  the  valuable  work  fo  often  quoted,  as  having  been  written  by  the 
Greek  Emperor  Confiantinus  Porphyrogenitus,  throws  lome  light 
on  the  fubjedt,  and  points  them  out  to  have  been  TcherkeJJes,  which 
we  Europeans,  according  to  our  ufual  and  ridiculous  cuRom  of 
murdering  foreign  names,  have  called  Circaflians.  The  Emperor 
informs  us,  that  a body  of  Cabardian  Tcherkefles,  a people  of  the 
Kozar  race,  having  quarrelled  with  the  reR  of  their  horde  in  the 
Caucafus,  retired  to  their  countrymen  in  Kozaria  (i.  e.  theTaurida), 
whom  he  calls  f urks 6%  and  fettled  on  the  confines  of  the  Cherfonitae, 

61  The  Greeks,  Perfians,  and  mod  of  the  oriental  writers,  even  the  noble  Tartar  hiftorian 
Abulgafi,  u'e  the  word  Turk  as  a generic  name  for  all  the  race  of  Tartars  : although  the  Euro- 
peans apply  it  only  to  the  Ottoman  horde  of  that  nation  ; and  it  is  in  following  thefe  au- 
thorities, that  the  learned  M.  de  Guignes  calls  the  Kozares  Turks , which  means  Tartars 

in  Europe.  . 
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a pofition  which  agrees  exactly  with  this  place,  efpecially  when  we 
confider  that  the  proper  name  of  this  ruined  city  is  Tcherkefs  Kerman , 
(although  called  Inkerman  in  the  language  of  the  Mongul  or  Crim 
Tartars,  who  fucceeded  the  Kozares  in  the  Taurida)  ; and,  that  of 
the  two  rivers,  or  rivulets,  which  water  this  principality,  one  is 
named  Cabarda,  probably  after  the  mother  country  of  the  fettlers, 
and  the  other  Kerman , being  the  fame  little  river  that  we  failed 
up  in  coming  hither,  and  on  which  the  city  may  be  faid  to  have 
Rood. 

From  this  fortified  and  excavated  mountain,  we  descended  at  leaft 
two  hundred  fathoms  into  the  charming  valley  of  Inkerman,  water- 
ed by  the  fine  rivulet  juft  mentioned.  Here  the  eye  is  again  delight- 
ed, as  in  fo  many  places  of  the  Taurida,  by  a gay  and  finding  land- 
fcape  ; but,  as  even  beauties  may  fatigue  when  too  often  defcribed, 
I fliall  not  fay  a word  of  any  thing  that  we  faw  here,  except  a little 
delicious  fpring,  which,  iffuing  from  the  foot  of  a rock,  foon  hides 
its  filver  thread  in  the  grafs  of  the  valley  ; as  if  anxious  to  preferve 
that  welcome  coolnefs  which  it  brings  with  it  from  its  grotto  ; really 
an  a6t  of  fo  much  kindnefs,  to  people  who  have  been  toiling  up 
and  down  rocks,  that  it  would  be  moft  ungrateful  not  to  acknow 
ledge  it  here.  Adieu. 
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From  the  l alley  of  Faydar,  the  Tauric  Arcadia. 

I DATE  this  letter  from  the  lovely  valley  of  Baydar,  called  by  the 
natives  the  'Tauric  Arcadia , the  Crimean  Tempe , &c.  and  by  every 
fond  name  that  rural  enthufiafm  can  fugged  to  the  enraptured 
vifitors  of  this  fairy  retreat.  For  my  own  part,  I acknowledge 
myfelf  among  thofe  who  prefer  the  Tauric  to  the  Theflalian  Tempe, 
even  admitting  the  flowery  defcriptions  of  Pliny  and  Tllian,  without 
ill-naturedly  contrafling  them  with  thofe  of  Livy  and  Ovid  ; an 
unneceffary  feverity  in  the  caufe  of  Baydar,  whole  real  beauties  far 
furpafs  the  poetic  charms  of  the  claflic  Tempe,  were  I even  to  con- 
ceal a material  difference  between  them  ; viz.  that  while  the  harlh 
and  noify  Peneus  roars  through  the  firft,  infpiring  nothing  but  terror, 
Baydar  is  watered  by  two  gentle  murmuring  dreams,  which  excite 
pleafure  and  delight. 

1 thought  that  I had  already  feen  every  charming  and  every 
fportive  decoration  of  nature  in  the  lovely  vallies  of  this  peninfula  ; 
but  all  are  obliterated  and  eclipfed  at  the  firft  glance  of  the  paftoral 
Baydar,  which  well  delcrves  to  be  fung  by  a Theocritus,  a Virgil, 
or  a Thomfon  ; a truth  of  which  I am  fo  firmly  convinced,  that  I 
am  almoft  refolved  not  to  attempt  its  defcription  in  frigid  profe. 
However,  as  ladies’  refolutions  are  not  always  fo  fixed  as  the  laws 

. of 


117 


A TOUR  THROUGH  THE  TAURIDA,  Ac. 

of  the  Medes  and  Perfians63,  and  as  I really  find  myfelf  too  big 
with  this  arcadia  to  carry  it  any  farther,  I muff  tell  you  here  all 
that  we  faw  ; and  lucky  you  are  to  obtain  a glimpfe  without  coming 
at  it,  on  horfeback,  as  we  did,  over  dreadful  precipices,  which 
would  frighten  any  thing  but  a Tartar  horfe  ; but  my  poney  jogged 
along  the  rugged  path  as  if  on  an  Englifh  turnpike-road,  while  I 
was  glad  to  fhut  my  eyes,  to  avoid  growing  giddy  in  looking  down 
on  this  Tauric  elyfium. 

Can  you  tranfport  yourfelf,  with  me,  into  a heavenly  valley,  of 
an  oval  form,  about  20  miles  long,  and  furrounded  by  high  moun- 
tains, covered  with  beautiful  woods ; where  many  kinds  of  wild 
fruit,  mixed  with  odoriferous  flowering  fhrubs,  adorn  the  green 
ramparts  which  cut  off  all  communication  with  the  vicious  world  ? 

The  innocent  inhabitants  of  this  Tauric  Arcadia  are  not  mere 
fhepherds  and  fhepherdefles  of  the  poets’  creation  ; but  really  fuch 
in  the  true  paftorai  fenfe  of  the  word  ; many  of  the  latter  never 
were  beyond  their  native  mountains,  and  probably  will  pafs  the 
remainder  of  their  harmlefs  lives  without  ever  quitting  this  quiet 
and  tranquil  retreat. 

A number  of  Tartar  villages  are  fituated  mod  romantically  in 
this  fine  valley.  Here,  you  fee  their  ruftic  cottages  ftuck  as  it  were 
againft  the  Tides  of  the  mountains,  and  peeping  out  of  hanging 
orchards  ; there,  out  of  irregular  clumps  of  fine  trees  planted  by 
nature  on  the  banks  of  the  two  limpid  ftreams  that  water  as  they 
wind  through  the  Tauric  Tempe.  In  fhort,  I will  tell  you  in  one 
fentence,  that  you  muff  vifit  the  valley  of  Baydar,  to  feel  all  the 
effedl  that  thefe  objects  are  calculated  to  produce,  when  animated 
by  the  view  of  flocks,  fhepherds,  and  hufbandmen,  all  around  you ; 
the  latter  cultivating  their  fairy  abode,  which  well  repays  their 

6i  A late  author  (I  forget  whom)  accounts  moft  iatisfa&orily  for  the  antient  reputation  of 
JlcMlity  in  the  laws  of  the  Medes  and  Perfians,  by  telling  us,  that  thofe  people  were  the  firft  who 
had  a written  code ; while  other  nations  were  governed  by  uncertain  and  floating  laws. 
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labour  with  abundant  crops,  fully  adequate  to  the  few  wants  of 
thefe  truly  paftoral  Tartars. 

Would  you  believe  it  ? My  fenfations  were  in  fuch  a train,  as 
to  excite  an  idea  that  the  rude  Tartar  pipe  was  melodious  here,  which 
had  fo  often  made  me  flop  my  ears  elfewhere  ; but  whether  this  was 
not  partly  owing  to  thefe  piping  ihepherds  being  from  conftant 
pradtice  better  performers,  and  partly  to  the  fine  echo  of  the  moun- 
tains, returning  a foftened  found,  1 will  not  take  upon  me  to  de- 
termine ; but  I infill  on  the  fadt,  that  the  rude  Tartar  tube  of  Bay- 
dar  might  difpute  the  prize,  in  its  own  delightful  valley,  even  with 
the  Bucolic  pipe  of  Theocritus,  which  won  the  crook  of  Lycidas. 

It  is  by  palling  through  this  living  landfcape  that  you  arrive  at 
the  little  town  of  Baydar,  which  has  the  honour  of  giving  its  name 
to  the  lovely  valley,  and  has  certainly  nothing  elfe  to  boaft  of; 
however,  the  lovers  of  ruins  and  of  conjedture  may  here  find  full 
fcope  for  both,  in  the  vaft  remains  of  an  antient  ftrudture  that  cover  * 
the  ground  near  the  modern  town.  I mull  own,  that  my  imagi- 
nation was  inftantly  at  work,  and  my  eyes  diligently  employed  in 
fearching  for  fome  infeription,  or  other  certain  mark,  whereby  to 
difeover  the  pofition  of  one  of  thofe  antient  cities  fo  loofely  de- 
feribed  by  the  Greek  and  Roman  geographers  as  to  elude  all 
modern  fearch  ; fuch  as  the  Porofta,  Polligia,  Baeum,  and  lluratum 
of  Ptolemy,  the  Chavis  of  Strabo,  and  Dia  of  Pliny  ; but  all  to 
no  purpofe  ; as  1 found  nothing  to  convince  either  myfelf  or  any 
body  elfe. 

1 mult  therefore  leave  the  ruins  of  Baydar  juft  as  wife  as  I came 
to  them,  and  content  myfelf  with  telling  you  what  I did  find  ; viz. 
a little  purling  rill  arifing  from  a copious  fpring,  which,  after 
murmuring  through  a part  of  thefe  antique  ruins,  as  if  mourning 
their  fall,  carries  its  rich  tribute  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  new  town, 
as  formerly  bellowed  on  the  old , which,  however,  it  (till  conftantly 
vifits  in  pafiing,  to  teach  ungrateful  man  never  to  abandon  a fallen 
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friend.  Adieu,  my  good  Sir;  and  let  me  allure  you,  that  if  the 
romantic  convent  of  St.  George  almoft  enticed  me  to  turn  nun,  the 
enchanting  valley  of  Baydar  is  ftill  more  dangerous ; fo  that,  if  I 
do  not  quickly  fly  this  fairy  retreat,  you  mult  not  be  furprifed  at 
receiving,  one  of  thefe  days,  a letter,  from  Maria  the  Tauric 
fhepherdefs. 


LETTER  XXXVI. 


From  Jalta,  the  Doialita  of  the  Nubian  geographer. 

We  fet  out  from  Baydar  this  morning,  to  viflt  the  remaining 
part  of  the  South  coaft  of  the  Taurida  ; travelling  flovvly  along  it, 
all  the  way  Eaft,  to  the  Cimmerian  Bofphorus,  one  of  the  molt 
interefting  tracts  in  the  world,  whether  we  confider  the  number  of 
Greek  cities  that  once  covered  this  Jfhore,  and  the  extenfive  com- 
merce that  they  carried  on  ; or  the  high  chain  of  mountains  that 
border  it,  fupporting  on  their  lofty  tops  a range  of  Alpine  plains, 
rivalling  thofe  of  the  Spanilh  Andalufia  for  rearing  line-woolled 
iheep ; while  the  charming  femi-circular  vallies,  placed  along  the 
foot  of  the  chain,  between  it  and  the  Euxine,  enjoy  the  climate 
and  produ6tions  of  Afia  Minor.  When  you  combine  with  thefe 
uncommon  advantages,  the  quantity  of  excellent  filh  furnilhed  by 
the  fea,  you  will  perceive  the  truth  of  my  aflertion,  that  the  A/A 
tnata  of  the  Greeks,  the  antient  name  of  this  coaft  from  Balaklava 
to  Caffa,  a fpace-  of  only  140  verfts,  mull  in  antient  times  have 
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been  of  infinite  value  to  a commercial  people,  till  it  fell  into  the 
hands  of  the  ignorant  Turks,  who,  by  fhutting  the  Thracian  Bof- 
phorus  againft  the  enlightened  European  nations,  as  I have  before 
obferved,  ruined  the  trade  of  the  Taurida,  and  of  the  whole 
Euxine. 

The  next  object,  after  Baydar,  which  attradled  attention  in  our 
furvey  of  this  coafl,  was  the  fite  of  the  antient  city  of  Lagyra, 
which,  according  to  the  imperial  hiftorian,  our  principal  guide  in 
the  Middle  Ages,  muft  have  flood  near  the  vale  of  Foras,  the  firjl 
of  the  fine  range  of  femi-circular  vallies  juft  mentioned,  reckoning 
from  Balaklava,  from  which  we  took  our  departure  ; as  the  valley 
of  Baydar  is  farther  in-land  among  the  mountains,  and  is  not 

reckoned  in  the  range  of  the  Klimata.  No  trace  of  Lagyra  is  now 

to  be  feen,  although  the  Ruffian  maps  have  preferved  its  name  in 
that  of  a wharf,  near  the  fpot  where  it  once  flood,  which  they 

have  called  Laginfky  Prieften,  or  the  wharf  of  Laginjky  ; a very 

fingular  coincidence  of  name,  probably  owing  to  fome  Tartar 
tradition  adopted  by  their  conquerors. 

However,  we  made  up  for  our  difappointment  in  not  finding  the 
ruins  of  art,  by  admiring  the  beauties  of  nature,  fo  liberally  be- 
llowed on  the  charming  valley  of  Foras,  adorned,  like  the  others, 
with  the  richeft  verdure  and  flowers  ; while  the  dopes  of  the  moun- 
tains that  form  its  femi-circular  back  (for  its  front  is  open  to  the 
fea)  are  covered  with  forefls  of  wild  fruit-trees,  or,  in  other  words, 
with  the  gardens  of  the  Greeks  and  Genoefe,  buffered  to  run  wild 
in  the  hands  of  the  indolent  Tartars. 

Between  this  firft  Southern  valley  and  the  next,  called  Alupka, 
we  paffed  the  little  village  of  Koutchoukoy,  clofe  on  the  fhore, 
rendered  famous  by  a large  tradl  of  ground,  undermined  by 
water,  running  into  the  fea  on  the  10th  of  February  1786,  with 
houfes,  gardens,  and  every  thing  that  flood  upon  it. 

Another  objedl  that  attracted  notice  before  we  reached  our  next 
Ration,  Jalta  (from  which  I write),  was  the  romantic  valley  of 

Alupka, 
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Alupka  mentioned  before,  diftinguilhed  by  a rock  of  fpotted  fer- 
pentine,  adorned  with  laurel-trees,  ever  green  (as  Pallas  gallantly 
lays  in  his  late  (ketch  of  the  Taurida)  to  wreath  the  brow  of  the 
victorious  and  generous  Catherine,  who  has  juft  given  him  a phi- 
lofophic  retreat  in  this  fine  country,  to  finifh  in  peace  and  tranquil- 
lity his  valuable  works,  of  which  his  natural  hiftory  of  this  penin- 
fula  will  not  be  one  of  the  leaft  important  ; as,  in  conjunction  with 
this  Tour,  (for  the  fubjects  are  different)  it  will  give  to  Europe  a 
very  complete  view  of  a long-loft  country,  fo  famous  in  antient 
times,  and  now  beginning  again  to  attraCt  the  notice  of  the  curious. 

Befides  this  laureate  rock,  the  prominent  feature  of  this  lovely 
valley,  you  are  again  beguiled  here,  as  at  Batcheferai,  with  the 
femblance  of  ruins,  on  the  firft  fight  of  fome  curious  and  romantic 
maffes  of  fchiftus  or  (laty  rocks,  thrown  down  in  various  forms  and 
attitudes  by  the  undermining  power  of  water  ; a phenomenon  not 
uncommon  on  this  coaft,  efpecially  at  Temirdai  and  Nikitabouroun 
(Nikita  cape),  a little  to  the  Weft  of  Jalta,  a fpot  that  we  paffed 
this  day  ; while  at  other  parts  of  this  chain  of  mountains  (for 
example,  at  Limena  and  Simeus)  the  rocks  hang  dreadfully  over 
head,  threatening  with  inftant  death  the  pafting  traveller  ; in  fhort, 
earthquakes  and  water  torrents  feem  to  have  Tingled  out  the  Tauric 
mountains  as  a favourite  feene  of  aCtion,  and  rendered  them  objeCfs 
both  of  curiofity  and  inftruCfion. 

I may  poflibly  refume  this  fubjeCt  for  a moment  at  another  re- 
markable part  of  the  chain  ; but  in  the  en  pajjant  ftyle  of  a tra- 
veller ; fo  as  by  no  means  to  encroach  on  your  friend’s  province, 
who,  as  faid  above,  will,  1 hope,  foon  publilh  his  valuable  obferva- 
tions  in  this  branch  of  literature.  We  arrived  this  evening  at 
Jalta  ; whence  I now  bid  you  Good  night  ! after  giving  you  the 
hiftory  of  our  day. 
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LETTER  XXXVII. 


From  Lanilat,  the  Lampades  of  Skymnos,  the  Lampas  of  Arrian, 
and  the  Lolach  of  the  Nubian  geographer. 


We 


arrived  laft  night,  as  I have  already  told  you,  at  the  little 


town  of  Jalta,  or  Yalta,  the  Doialita  of  the  Nubian  geographer, 
and  once  a port  of  confiderable  trade,  though  now  a fmall  infigni- 
cant  place,  with  little  remarkable,  except  its  excellent  oyfters, 
which,  indeed,  were  a great  treat  to  us  travellers  from  Peterfburg, 
where  we  have  none  nearer  than  the  North  Sea,  beyond  the  Danifh 
Sound.  However,  there  is  one  object  here,  that  will  fome  day  or 
other,  I make  no  doubt,  attract  particular  attention  from  the 
Ruffian  government ; I mean  the  fine  Alpine  plain  hinted  at  before, 
which  lies  on  the  tops  of  the  mountains  behind  this  and  the  other 
fmall  towns  that  we  (hall  pafs  in  our  day’s  journey.  It  is  called 
Yaillia,  from  its  fituation  on  the  two  Yaellas,  and  Hopes  gently  down 
to  the  Northern  plain  ; fo  as  to  offer  a valuable  fheep-walk  for  the 
fine  Tauric  breed,  poffeffing  all  the  advantages  of  the  famous 
Alpine  plains  of  Auftria  ; as  the  Tauric,  like  the  Spanilli  lliep- 
herd,  can  here  find  the  climate  that  his  flock  requires  in  different 
feafons,  by  feeding  them  at  a greater  or  leffer  height  above  the  level 
of  the  fea,  ranging  from  fultry  heat  at  the  bottom,  to  more  than 
cool  at  the  top,  even  during  the  fummer  folftice  ; advantages  which, 
concurring  with  the  fine  breed  of  the  animal,  has  produced  in 
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Spain  the  famous  Vigonia  wool  ; and  may  in  the  Taurida  have 
fimilar  eftedts,  provided  the  prickly  plants,  fo  common  in  this  noble 
iheep-walk,  be  carefully  extirpated,  particularly  the  Paliurus , 
which  Dr.  Pallas  regards  as  the  mod  hurtful  of  all  to  wool-bearing 
animals,  and  the  plant  that  tears  oft  the  greateft  quantity  of  their 
valuable  fleece. 

The  next  place  we  came  to,  in  travelling  along  the  coaft,  was 
Ourfova,  the  Gourfouvita  of  Juftinian  ; at  lead  that  was  the  name 
that  he  gave  to  the  fort  which  he  erected  in  this  town,  now 
dwindled  down  to  an  infignificant  village. 

Proceeding  a little  farther,  we  reached  Partenik,  the  Partanite  of 
the  noble  Arabian  geographer  Abulfeda ; but  which  now  only 
merits  attention  from  having  been  a place  of  conhderable  trade 
in  the  eighth  century. 

We  alio  palled  the  Promontorium  Corax  of  Ptolemy,  a point  of 
land  jutting  out  into  the  Euxine,  and  fhortly  afterwards  came 
to  the  little  town  of  Lambat,  the  Lampades  of  Skymnus,  the 
Lampas  of  Arrian,  and  the  Lobach  of  the  Nubian  geographer, 
now  reduced  to  a paltry  village  ; although  it  is  evident,  from  the 
attention  paid  to  it  by  fo  many  antient  geographers,  that  it  was  once 
a place  of  confiderable  importance  ; but,  indeed,  as  ali  thefe  little 
fea-ports  derived  their  coniequence  from  the  great  commerce  an- 
tiently  carried  on  from  this  coaft,  it  is  natural  to  fuppofe  that  they 
mud  lofe  it,  and  dwindle  down  to  fhhing-tovvns,  during  the  long 
ceflation  of  foreign  trade,  under  the  ignorant  Turk,  who  deprived 
the  Taurida  of  the  double  blefiing  which  it  had  for  fo  many  ages 
enjoyed,  of  liberty  and  trade  ; for,  the  maritime  towns  feem  always 
to  have  been  confidered  as  free  cities,  (though  paying  a yearly  fum 
to  the  fovereign  of  the  country),  from  the  firft  fettlement  of  the 
Greeks,  and  were  always  inhabited  by  enterprizing  merchants, 
equally  protedfed  by  the  Kozares,  Romanes,  Mongols,  &c.  who 
all  found  their  account  in  encouraging  the  fettlement  in  their  do- 
minions of  fuch  opulent  and  indudnous  perfons,  who  brought 
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riches  and  luxuries  of  all  kinds  to  the  Taurida,  which  the  Chans 
and  Chiefs  purchafed  in  exchange  for  the  natural  productions  of 
their  foil,  and  their  prifoners  of  war,  who  were  held  as  flaves  by- 
all  the  nations  of  antiquity,  as  by  the  Turks,  Tartars,  and  Moors, 
of  the  prefent  day. 

The  laft  object  of  attention  that  we  met  with  this  day  was  in 
our  laft  Stage,  from  Lambat  to  Alufchta,  where  we  are  to  pafs  the 
night,  and  where  I am  fo  ready  for  repofe,  after  fcribbling  thus  far, 
that  I fhall  take  my  leave,  without  any  apology  for  raifing  un- 
satisfied curiofity  ; that  weaknefs,  you  know,  being  peculiar  to  the 
fex  of  Yours,  &c. 


LETTER  XXXVIII. 


From  the  village  of  Alufchta,  the  Aluflon  Phrurion  of 
the  Middle  Ages. 

T HE  curious  objeCt  alluded  to  in  my  laft,  was  a mountain  on  the 
coaft  between  Lambat  and  this  place,  or  rather  the  Scattered  frag- 
ments of  a mountain,  called  Lofted  ; refembling  moft  exaClly,  in 
form,  colour,  and  texture,  at  a little  diftance,  the  ammunition  rye- 
bread,  or  bifeuits,  of  our  Sailors  and  Soldiers,  called  fouharies,  or 
rufks  ; as  the  ftone  is  a kind  of  honey-combed  trap  or  whinftone, 
that  Singularly  Supports  the  deception  till  clolely  examined. 


But 


125 


A TOUR  THROUGH  THE  TAURIDA,  Ac. 

But  what  makes  this  natural  phenomenon  more  ftriking  to  a 
traveller  from  RufTia  is,  that  the  very  fame  circumftances  have 
given  to  another  mountain  near  Verho  Ouralfkoy,  in  Siberia,  the 
name  of  Souharnay  Gora,  or  the  hill  of  Souharies  (Rulks),  as  the 
foot  of  it  is  ftrewed  with  fimilar  honey-combed  fragments,  of  the 
longilli  fquare  figure,  as  well  as  grey  colour,  of  our  ammunition 
bread. 

We  now  arrived  at  the  charming  vale  of  Alufchta  ; from  which 
fweet  fpot,  to  the  village,  the  rocky  road  is  full  of  dangerous 
chafms,  which  our  horfes  did  not  pafs  without  fhuddering,  as  well 
as  ourfelves.  Thefe  chafms,  we  were  told,  appeared  after  the 
earthquake  in  1786,  which  feems  to  have  lhaken  this  coaft  all  the 
way  from  near  Balaklava  to  the  fpot  where  we  now  are. 

We  finally  reached  the  village  of  Alufchta,  the  Alufton  Phrurion 
of  the  Middle  Ages,  near  the  foot  of  Dgiader  Daghi,  one  of 
thfe  higheft  mountains  in  the  Taurida. 

This  town  was  re-built  by  Juftinian,  a certain  proof  that  its 
port  was  well  frequented  in  his  reign,  although  the  trade  that  fup- 
ported  the  antient  confequence  of  both  was  loft  during  the  reign  of 
the  Turks,  and  the  town  was  thus  reduced  to  the  ftate  of  a village. 

Between  Ufkuth  and  Soudak,  where  we  arrived  this  evening, 
Pallas  mentions  the  ruins  of  an  antient  fort,  or  city,  on  a mountain, 
which  the  Tartars  call  Tchobancale;  but  no  tradition  remains  in 
the  country  concerning  it.  Can  thefe  be  the  ruins  of  the  antient 
Cazeca,  which  Ortelius  fuppofes  to  have  flood  fo  me  where  here- 
about; or  the  Zephyrium  of  Pliny,  which  muft  likewife  have  ex- 
ifted  in  this  diftriiSl? 

I have  now  regularly  explored  this  coaft,  all  the  way  from  Balak- 
lava to  Soudak,  and  hazarded  a few  remarks  on  fome  of  the  objedls 
that  we  have  feen  in  our  courfe  ; but  1 referved  my  obfervations  on  a 
phenomenon  moll  interefting  to  the  natural  hiftorian  who  notices 
the  changes  that  have  taken  place  on  our  globe,  till  I fhould  have 
feen  how  often  nature  had  repeated  it  in  our  journey  Weft.  1 

allude 
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allude  to  certain  ftrata  depofited  on  the  fhore  near  Parthenit, 
and  again  between  Soudak  and  Kos,  which  have  evidently  been 
formed  much  later  than  the  reft  of  the  peninfula,  for  the  following 
reafons. 

Firft,  becaufe  they  are  placed  very  little  above  the  level  of  thefea, 
and  in  horizontal  ftrata. 

Secondly,  becaufe  they  are  compofed  of  gravel  and  frejh /hells,. 
natives  of  the  furrounding  leas  ; whereas  all  thofe  of  the  Tauric 
mountains  are  foreign  lhells,  in  a ftate  of  calcination,  which  marks 
their  extreme  age  ; while  not  one  of  them  is  found  in  either 
the  Euxine  or  the  Maeotis,  which  wafti  the  lhores  of  this 
peninfula. 

Thefe  ftrata  feem  to  have  been  laid  in  thehorizontalpofition  in  which 
we  now  find  them,  while  the  Euxine  was  higher  than  at  prefent,  or 
before  it  burft  its  way  through  the  Thracian  Bofphorus,  and  fell  to 
the  level  of  the  Mediterranean  Sea,  as  related  by  Diodorus  Siculus. 
(See  my  XXVII th  Letter.) 

Dr.  Pallas  notices  feveral  other  marks  of  this  event  in  the  Taurida, 
which  I lhall  point  out  in  the  courfe  of  our  Tour,  as  I did  the  old  iron 
rings  in  the  rocks  of  the  port  of  Sebaftapol,  which  are  now  much 
too  high  for  their  antient  purpofe  of  faftening  fhips.  In  the  mean 
time,  we  are  going  to  take  a little  turn  before  fupper  in  this 
antient  feat  of  commerce,  to  collect  amufement  for  you  and 
Yours,  &c. 
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From  Soudak,  the  Citaeum  of  Ptolemy,  and  th$ 
Soudajaof  the  Middle  Ages. 

X AM  now  in  the  antient  city  and  fea-portof  Soudak,  a third  name 
given  by  the  Mongul  or  Crim  Tartars  to  the  Cityeum  of  Ptolemy, 
which  bore  that  of  Soudaja  during  the  Middle  Ages,  and  was  then 
a place  of  fuch  commercial  confequence  as  to  give  its  name  to  the 
whole  Taurida,  till  it  was  taken  by  the  Genoefe  in  1365,  and  its 
trade  fwallowed  up,  like  that  of  all  the  other  maritime  cities  of  the 
peninfula,  by  the  great  mart  of  thefe  mercantile  republicans,  the 
fuperb  Caffa  ; whofe  fortified  walls  fet  the  whole  Tartar  power  at 
defiance,  while  it  engroffed  the  trade  of  the  Euxine,  and  crulhed 
all  oppofition. 

This  city,  which  Abulfeda  calls  Soudak,  and  the  geographer 
of  Nubia  Chalcadia,  during  the  Tartar  period,  had  an  Archbifhop 
as  early  as  786  ; and  in  the  zenith  of  its  fplendour  poflefled  fome 
hundreds  of  churches,  with  a great  variety  of  nations  and  fects  within 
its  walls  ; but  at  length  the  Mahometans  became  fo  numerous,  that 
they  expelled  the  Chriftians  in  1323,  while  the  Francifcans  had  a 
convent  there  to  record  the  event ; but  their  caufe  was  foon  re- 
venged, as  the  Genoefe  took  the  city  in  1365,  and  re-eftablifhed  a 
Catholic  Bifhop,  with  the  Chriftian  religion,  till  the  Turks  once 
more  overthrew  it  in  1475,  and  fubftituted  the  Koran  for  the 
Bible. 
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Soudak  Hands  at  the  end  of  a charming  valley,  one  continued 
vineyard,  in  the  bofom  of  a group  of  amorphous  rocks,  which 
feem  to  have  received  their  prefect  confufed  forms  from  fome  great 
commotion  of  nature  ; indeed  Dr.  Pallas  conjectures,  that  the  whole 
chain  arofe  out  of  the  fea  in  this  condition  ; as  it  is  compofed  only 
of  lecondary  ftrata,  without  the  granite  bafis  of  primitive  moun- 
tains ; otherwife,  I was  about  to  attribute  this  topfy  turvy  appear- 
ance to  the  tremendous  earthquake  on  record,  which  happened  in 
the  laftyear  of  the  Great  Mithridates,  and  which  might  have  thrown 
the  layers  or  ftrata  of  the  Tauric  mountains  into  the  confufed  Hate 
wherein  we  fee  them  ; though  I will  not  venture  to  affirm,  that  it 
was  ftrong  enough  either  to  have  1 wallowed  up  their  granite  bafis  ; 
or  to  have  pufhed  up  from  the  bottom  of  the  Euxine  this  Tauric 
chain,  without  that  ufual  and  necefifary  foundation  ; poffibly  owing 
to  the  weight  of  the  granite  being  too  great  for  the  force  employed. 
This  opinion  of  the  learned  naturalift  makes  it  worth  fome  traveller’s 
trouble  to  examine  whether  the  ifland  which  arofe  out  of  the  fea  in 
our  own  days64  be  with  or  without  a granite  bafis. 

There  are  now  only  fome  ruins  to  befeenof  this  once-flourifhing 
city,  with  the  remains  of  an  old  fort  (out  of  three  that  formerly 
defended  it),  placed  on  a mountain  clofe  by  the  ihore,  which  feems 
to  have  been  conftrudted  by  the  Genoefe,  whole  antient  works 
inclofe  a large  fpace,  and  run  all  the  way  up  to  the  top  of  the 
rock. 

Here  you  find  a fquare  tower  bound  round  with  iron  to  keep  it 
together,  apparently  of  much  higher  antiquity  than  the  time  of  the 
Genoefe,  and  a moft  interefting  objeCt,  from  its  bold  pofition  on 
the  very  fummit  of  the  rock,  and  at  the  edge  of  the  horrible  pre- 
cipice ; more  efpecially  as  tradition  tells  us,  that  a Greek  princefs, 
kept  prifoner  here  by  a mercilefs  ravifher,  ended  her  melancholy 
days  in  this  tower  ; and  here,  refolving  to  end  my  letter,  I bid  you 
adieu. 

ev  Near  Santorini  in  the  Archipelago,  to  the  North  of  Candia. 
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From  the  ancient  Port  of  Souduk. 


We  obferved  to-day,  in  the  ruins  of  the  citadel,  the  remains  of 
a couple  of  mofques,  (or  metchets,  as  they  are  called  by  the  Tartars) ; 
on  one  of  which  are  hill  to  be  leen  fome  pieces  of  fculpture  far 
above  the  (lyle  of  the  Turks  ; which  led  us  to  fufpedl  that  the  pious 
muffulmen  had  appropriated  to  the  ufe  of  Mahomet  fome  antient 
temple  once  dedicated  to  Chrift  ; a prudent  condut,  which  had 
we  obferved  in  the  heat  of  our  zeal,  how  many  precious  monuments 
of  antiquity,  deftro)  ed  by  chriftian  fanaticifm,  would  now  be  hand- 
ing, to  the  honour  of  our  religious  temperance,  and  the  delight  of 
the  arts  ! 

However,  thefe  and  all  the  other  antiquities  are  fall  mouldering 
away,  and  will  foon  entirely  difappear,  if  the  new  mafters  of  the 
Taurida  do  not  take  fome  effedtual  mode  of  preventing  the  hands 
of  the  Ruffian  foldiers  from  aiding  that  of  time,  already  fo  heavy 
upon  them,  and  put  a (lop  to  the  more  than  gothic  definition  and 
dilapidation  viable  in  this  country. 

From  this  elevated  fituation  we  caft  down  a look  of  compaffion 
on  the  fine  abandoned  port  of  Soudak,  once  filled  with  (hips  and 
enlivened  by  the  bufy  hum  of  men,  though  now  all  fad  and  filent. 
In  fhort,  the  fea  fee  ms  to  be  now  of  no  farther  ufe  to  this  antient 
port  than  to  furnifh  it  with  mod  excellent  oyflers  and  other 
fiffi. 

S We 
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We  were  fo  fortunate  as  juft  to  happen  on  this  place  at  the  time 
of  the  vintage  ; as  the  valley  of  Soudak  produces  the  heft  grapes 
of  the  whole  Taurida,  particularly  one  fort,  of  an  oblong  lliape, 
and  of  the  fize  and  firmnefs  of  a fmall  plumb,  the  bunches  of  which 
are  fometimes  of  four  or  five  pounds  weight. 

The  wine  of  this  valley  is  likewife  the  beft  in  the  peninfula,  and 
fomewhat  refembles  that  of  Hungary  in  lightnefs  and  flavour,  efpe- 
cially  when  well  made,  and  kept  a proper  time. 

But  of  all  the  Angular  fpots  of  this  curious  country,  the  romantic 
environs  of  Soudak  are  among  the  moft  remarkable,  and  well  cal- 
culated to  form  a Salvator  Rofa,  a Claude  Lorrain,  or  a Pouflin  ; 
for  furely  the  artift  might  here  find  the  ftudies,  if  he  brought  with 
him  the  genius,  of  thofe  great  painters.  On  one  fide,  you  have 
fine  mountains,  covered  with  wood  and  verdure,  terminating  in 
cool  and  fhady  groves  of  delicious  fruit,  which  Hope  down  from  the 
fides  of  the  hills,  to  adorn  the  vallies.  On  the  other,  black  weather- 
beaten rocks ; which,  from  the  deftrudtible  nature  of  the  mountain 
(compofed  of  argillacious  flate,  fand  ftone,  and  foft  Breccia),  pre- 
fent  more  various  forms  than,  poflibly,  all  the  three  great  mafters 
above  mentioned  ever  beheld. 

But  if  any  one  fhould  happen  to  ftroll  out,  as  I did,  into  the  de- 
lightful vallies  near  the  city,  in  a clear  moon-light  night,  what  a 
new  creation  of  monfters  will  arife  to  their  aftonrfhed  fight  ! objects 
which  even  Brydone’s  Sicilian  never  thought  of, joined  to  the  whole 
range  of  gothic  architecture,  with  fpires,  turrets,  &c.  Indeed, 
my  good  friend,  although  I have  been  fo  much  amufed  in  fcveral 
parts  of  the  Taurida,  efpecially  at  Batcheferai  and  here,  with  the 
grotefque  figures  of  the  tirne-fculptured rocks  as  I have  named  them, 
infinitely  various  and  pidlurefque,  from  the  facility  with  which 
they  are  decompofed  ; yet,  if  I had  a talent  for  landfcape-painting, 

I doubt  whether  I fhould  have  courage  to  prefent  the  world  with  all 
the  various  fantaftic  forms  that  they  afifume  in  this  romantic  penin- 
fula ; left  your  critics,  who  judge  of  every  thing  from  what  they 

have 
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have  feen  themfelves,  though,  probably,  never  out  of  the  found  of 
their  own  parifh-bell,  fhould  difcover  a new  genus  of  bouncers,  and 
add  bouncing  painters  to  the  old  lift  of  bouncing  travellers. 

Serioufly  fpeaking,  however,  although  the  public  are  perfectly 
right  in  adopting  with  much  caution  new  fadts  in  natural  hiftory  ; 
yet,  fcepticifm  in  every  thing  feems  to  have  become  a kind  of 
fafhion  of  late  years  ; infomuch  that  it  is  thought  to  give  an  ap- 
pearance of  fuperior  judgement  and  fagacity  to  men  of  the  bon  ton  ; 
while  it  is  certainly  by  much  the  eafieft  way  of  getting  rid  of  all 
inquiry  and  difcuffion  in  difficult  cafes,  to  declare  yourfelf  decidedly 
a fceptic  on  the  fubjedt  ; by  which  the  whole  matter  is  at  once  fet- 
tled, without  difcovering  your  ignorance. 

This  refledtion  has  been  more  particularly  fuggefted  to  my  mind 
by  the  hard  treatment  of  the  late  James  Bruce,  Efq.  who,  after 
having  travelled  many  years  at  his  own  expence,  and  penetrated 
into  Abyflinia  at  the  hazard  of  his  life,  to  enlarge  our  knowledge  on 
feveral  fubjedts,  was  received  as  an  impoftor'5  on  his  return  to 
Britain  ; and  we  fhould  have  been  for  ever  deprived  of  his  valuable 
and  inftrudtive  work,  had  not  the  principal  fadts  on  which  your 
pretended  critics  founded  their  difbelief  of  his  veracity  been  moft 
accidentally  authenticated  by  Indian  merchants  juft  arrived  from 
Abyflinia,  who  appeared  on  a caufe  tried  before  the  great  oriental 
fcholar  Sir  William  Jones,  late  Judge  of  Bengal. 

Such  a reception,  I fay,  ought  to  make  us  travellers  particularly 
careful  how  we  relate  ffrange  things  from  ftrange  countries,  efpe- 
cially  ftrange  cujloms , although  they  fhould  even  be  as  old  as  the 

6<  The  late  James  Bruce,  Efq.  of  Kinnaird,  a gentleman  of  independent  fortune,  and  his  Ma- 
jefty's  Conful  General  on  the  coaft  of  Barbary,  feems  to  have  owed  the  ill  reception  he  received  in 
England  to  ftories  invented  by  fome  French  travellers  from  Egypt,  who  probably  were  jealous 
of  the  attention  paid  him  by  their  fovereign  Louis  XV.  (who  fent  him  inttruments  on  his  fetting 
out)  and  of  the  pompous  manner  in  which  their  great  naturalift,  Buffon,  announced  his  coming 
back  to  Europe,  and  the  obligations  that  Natural  Hiftory  owed  to  his  labours.  __  .Editor. 
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time  of  the  Patriarchs,  and  have  been  forbidden  by  an  exprefs  law 
of  Mofes06. 

You  need  be  under  no  apprehenfion,  however,  from  my  boldnefs, 
as  I fhall  neither  attempt  Tauric  landlcapes  nor  Abyflinian  dinners; 
but,  in  conformity  to  the  injundtion  of  the  jewifti  legiflator,  go 
quietly  to  eat  a killed  beef-itake,  and  bid  you  adieu. 


LETTER  XLL 


From,  the  Tauric  Fountain  of  Sulfite 

It  is  impoflible  to  leave  Soudak  without  paying  a tribute  of  grati- 
tude and  admiration  to  the  cooling  fountain  of  Sukju , not  far  from 
the  city  ; which  relieves  the  parched  traveller  in  fuch  a heavenly 
fpot,  that  if  ever  the  eaftern  ihepherds  had  met  with  fuch  a foun- 
tain in  a fultry  day  as  we  did,  they  would  have  made  it  the  fubjedt 
of  an  Arabian  tale,  and  completed  the  even  number  of  a thoufand 
and  two  nights. 

How  much  did  I regret,  on  quaffing  its  cryftal  wave,  that  Ovid 
had  not  been  exiled  hither,  inftead  of  to  the  fterite  Tome,  that  he 
might  have  peopled  the  flowery  borders  of  this  fairy  fount  with  the 
claflical  creations  of  his  poetic  fancy  1 — What  would  he  not  have 
made  of  the  two  majeftic  poplars,  which  feem  to  rife  out  of  the 
clear  fountain  to  protedl  the  Nymph  from  the  ardour  of  Apollo, 
while  fhe  efcapes,  under  the  form  of  two  filver  rills,  into  a ftone 

66  See  Mr.  Bruce’s  Defence  againft  his  chimney-corner  antagonifts. 
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bafin,  carrying  with  her  all  her  native  coldnefs  and  beauty,  to  glad 
the  weary  wanderer.  A hone  cottage  is  eredted  by  the  humane  pro- 
prietor, the  worthy  Admiral  MordwinofF,  clofe  by  the  charming 
Sukfu,  which  offers  a welcome  retreat  to  the  panting  traveller, 
who  is  here  invited  to  repofe  by  the  delights  of  the  fpot,  and  the 
charms  of  a 'cooling  fountain  in  a fultry  climate.  In  fhort,  my 
good  friend,  I am  decidedly  of  opinion,  that  if  the  Roman  Bard  had 
been  baniihed  hither,  he  never  would*  have  written  his  Trijlia,  nor 
have  treated  with  fuch  indignity  “ the  inhofpi table  Jhore  of  the 
“ Euxitie .** 

We  have  cherries  here,  certainly  not  inferior,  either  in  fze  or  fla- 
vour, to  thofe  of  their  native  city  Cerafus  on  the  oppofite  coaft, 
where  Lucullus  firfl  found  them  ; but  I cannot  help  exprefling  my 
aftonifhment,  that  another  native  of  the  Euxine  fhores  never  vifits 
the  Taurida,  though  he  every  year  comes  up  as  far  as  the  ifland  of 
Taman,  the  Phanagoria  of  the  Greeks  : I mean  the  pheafant,  who 
even  took  his  name  from  the  river  Phafis,  in  the  antient  Colchis,  on 
the  eaft  fhore  of  the  Black  Sea,  at  no  great  diftance  from  this  penin- 
fula  ; in  which,  however,  he  has  never  been  feen,  but  contents 
himfelf  with  viewing  it  acrofs  the  Cimmerian  Bofphorus,  without 
ever  venturing  over  himfelf ; a curious  fa£t  in  zoology,  which  I 
leave  you  naturalifts  to  account  for.  So  adieu  ; and  comment  as 
much  as  you  pleafe  on  the  inequality  of  my  Epi files,  which  you  may, 
if  you  are  difpofed,  attribute  to  the  inequality  of  the  female  temper ; 
but  all  your  fine  reafoning  will  not  make  me  write  a line  more  this 
evening;  which  I mean  to  devote  to  lolling  on  the  enamelled  bank 
of  the  fweet  Sukfu,  and  following  up  the  amufing  fpeculation  as  to 
what  kind  of  metamorphofis  Ovid  would  have  invented  for  this  fair 
fountain,  had  Auguftus  really  fent  him  hither,  inftead  of  banilhing 
him  to  Tome. 
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From  the  Tauric  Valley  of  Otuz,  the  lafl  of 
the  Klimata. 

You  will  recoiled!;,  my  good  fir,  that  I have  frankly  acknowledged 
myfelf  for  two  days  pad;  on  fairy  ground,  and  mod  powerfully  en- 
chanted ; of  courfe,  you  will  not  be  furprifed  at  any  accounts  that 
you  may  receive  from  one  in  my  condition,  till  the  lpell  fhall  be 
broken. 

We  fet  out  this  morning  from  the  venerable  Soudak,  after  taking 
a tender  leave  of  the  helicon  fountain  of  Sukfu,  and  arrived  about 
mid-day  at  another  fine  valley,  named  Koz,  where  we  dined,  in 
Afiatic  luxury, on  mod  delicious  fruit,  and  on  fuch  a carpet  as  all  the 
looms  of  Perfia  never  wove,  whether  we  confider  the  richnefs  of  the 
ground,  or  the  variety  of  fine  flowers  with  which  nature  has  embroi- 
dered this  Tauric  table-cloth. 

The  fame  evening  we  reached  Otuz,  the  lad  of  the  delightful 
fouthern  vallies  in  the  Klimata  of  the  Greeks,  the  riches  and  orna- 
ment of  the  maritime  chain  ; after  having  feen  w hich,  no  one  can 
be  furprifed  that  they  attracted  fuch  a fuccedion  of  fettlers  and 
conquerors  (if  the  different  hordes  of  barbarians  be  included) 
as,  perhaps,  no  other  country  ever  did  in  the  fame  number  of 
centuries. 

The  mountainous  part  of  the  Taurida  would  be  a real  Elyfiumto 
you,  as  nature  has  fcattered  here,  with  a mod  liberal  hand,  all  thofe 
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rural  beauties  and  romantic  feenes  which  your  countrymen  have 
affembled  with  fo  much  tafle  in  the  Engli Hi  gardens,  to  fupplant 
the  fculptured  hedges,  ftifF  Dutch  walks,  wild-beaff  boxwood, 
pond  Neptnnes,  and  fea  fliell  bowers,  of  Europe  ; a folly  as  old  as 
the  time  of  the  Romans  ; for  we  find  Pliny  the  younger  talking  of  a 
furprife  from  his  gardener,  on  his  birth-day,  at  his  charming  villa, 
where  he  found  his  name  cut  in  a hedge , and  poflibly  that  of  his  Im- 
perial mafter  Trajan  in  another  ; although  I do  not  recolledt  whether 
the  ingenious  gardener  did  really  practife  this  fecond  piece  of  gal- 
lantry on  the  occafion,  or  not. 

Here  you  find  rocks,  ruins,  mountains,  cafcades,  woods,  clumps, 
rills,  rivers,  torrents,  mazy  walks,  flowering  fhrubs,  Hopes,  hills, 
dales,  feas,  fruit-trees,  flowers,  rich  verdure  ; and,  in  fhort,  as  faid 
above,  we  find  in  this  country  every  beauty  and  every  fportive  ar- 
rangement of  nature,  on  a great  fcale,  which  you  have  fo  wifely  imi- 
tated on  a lmall  one  in  your,  happy  ifland,  to  make  your  pleafure- 
grounds  emblematic  of  your  free  government ; the  laft  abounding  in 
as  great  a variety  of  characters,  as  the  firft  of  objects  ; and  both, 
probably,  the  effects  of  liberty,  which  gives  a latitude  of  thought, 
tafle,  and  adtion,  almoft  unknown  to  the  fubjedts  of  a defpotic 
government;  nay,  we  perceive  that  even  the  drama  in  England 
fcorns  to  wear  fetters  ; otherwife  your  favourite  Shakefpeare  would 
never  have  fported  through  all  the  range  of  nature  at  will,  in  defiance 
of  the  rules  of  Ariftotle,  fo  religioufly  obferve^  by  other  nations, 
and  produced  on  the  ftage  that  enchanting  variety  which  pleafes 
you  fo  much  in  your  gardens  ; for  nature  is  exhibited  in  both,  attired 
in  her  moft  alluring  drapery. 

Having  now  finifhed  our  furvey  of  this  wonderful  coaft,  a more 
remarkable  account  of  its  vegetable  riches  will,  perhaps,  not  be 
unacceptable. 

To  begin  then  : the  Hopes  of  this  chain,  toward  the  South,  are 
covered  with  forefls,  where  the  maritime  pine  predominates  all 
the  way  down  to  the  fine  femicircular  vallies,  in  amphitheatrical 
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form,  at  their  feet ; where  winter  is  fcarcely  felt ; where  flowers 
blow  in  February,  and  fometimes  in  January  ; and  where,  as  Dr. 
Pallas  remarks,  the  oak,  with  the  laurel,  often  remains  green  all 

u 

the  year. 

It  is  in  thefe  fouthern  vallies  that  wc  find  the  olive,  fig,  and  gre- 
nade tree  ; with  the  oriental  lott07,  which  would  be  highly  valuable 
if,  like  the  Armenian  fpecies  with  purple  fruit,  it  would  ferve  for 
frames  of  coaches.  Here  likewife  we  faw  the  claflic  date  plum64, 
with  which  Ulyfles  and  his  companions  are  Paid  to  have  been  en- 
chanted; alfo  the  medical  manna  tree69;  the  piftachea70,  well  known 
for  its  nuts ; thefumach7',  or  vinegar  tree,  fo  much  employed  in 
German  ceconomics ; the  bladder  fenna 11 ; the  fpreading  rock-role73 ; 
the  fcorpion  fenna74,  flowering  twice  in  a feafon  ; the  oriental  ftraw- 
berry-tree75,  which  feeds  fuch  numbers  in  the  Eaft,  and  is  fo  diftin- 
guiihed  here  in  Winter  by  its  large  trunk,  red  bark,  and  green 
leaves,  growing  on  the  bare  rocks.  The  caper  tree  is  likewife  in 
the  lovely  group  ; but  what  contributes  more  than  all  to  adorn  thefe 
charming  vallies  are,  the  wild  and  cultivated  vine,  riflng  up  the 
higheft  trees,  and  bending  down  again  to  form  fairy  bowers,  with 
its  brother  climber,  the  flowering  viorna,  or  traveller’s  joy76.  In  a 
word,  the  walnut,  with  all  forts  of  fruit-trees,  conftitute  here  the 
forefl  ; or  rather,  as  faid  before,  the  forefts  of  thefe  vallies  are  the 
orchards  of  the  antient  civilized  inhabitants,  run  wild  in  the  hands 
of  paftoral  hordes  unacquainted  with  their  culture  and  too  indo- 
lent to  learn  it. 

You,  I am  fure,  will  think  that  1 have  faid  too  little  on  thisfub- 
je£t ; but  as  fome  of  our  friends  may  think  that  1 have  faid  too  much, 
I fhall  here  end  my  catalogue  of  plants,  which  feem  to  have  antiently 
been  the  delight  of  an  indullrious  civilized  people,  as  now  of  Yours, &c. 

67  Celtis  orientalis.  Diofpyros  lotus.  69  Fraxinus  ornus.  70  Piftacia  terebinthus, 

71  Rhus  coriaria  et  colinus.  72  Coiutea  arborea.  7J  Ciltus falvifolia.  74  Coronilla emerus. 
7S  Arbutus  andrachne.  76  Clematis  vitalba. 


LEI  TER 


( 137  ) 


LETTER  XL1II. 


From  the  Tauric  Valley  cf  Otuz. 


calling  a farewel  glance  on  thefe  lovely  fouthern  vallies, 


and  bidding  them  an  everlading  adieu,  I mud  give  you  Dr.  Pallas’s 
opinion  of  the  advantage  that  Ruflia  might  derive  from  them  ; 
throwing  in,  as  ufual,  a few  illudrations  en  pajjant. 

The  Dodlor.  thinks,  that,  befides  the  catalogue  of  wild  plants 
given  in  my  lad,  already  placed  here  by  the  bountiful  hand  of  na- 
ture, a number  of  valuable  exotics  might  be  introduced,  by  means 
of  attentive  culture,  into  fheltered  vallies  fo  favoured  by  foil  and 
climate. 

Fird,  he  thinks  that  oranges  and  lemons,  as  well  as  the  cedar, 
might  grow  here  ; and  I fhould  fuppofe,  in  cafe  the  Dodtor  is 
founded  in  this  opinion,  that  poftibly  even  the  mahogany  fpecies 
of  the  lad-mentioned  tree  might  be  among  the  imported  exotics  ; 
as,  if  it  only  finds  fufficient  heat,  it  will  grow  out  of  the  chinks 
of  the  rocks,  a fpecies  of  foil  that  it  even  delights  in  ; while  there 
can  be  no  doubt  of  the  value  of  fuch  a tree  for  the  confumption  of 
this  vad  empire,  where  it  bears  fo  high  a price  for  furniture. 

The  odoriferous  balfamic  cyprefs77  is  likewife  one  of  thofe  pro- 
pofed  ; and  furely  if  we  are  to  believe  all  that  we  have  heard  with 
regard  to  its  incorruptibility,  the  Dodtor  fuggeds  a mod  precious 
tree  indeed  ; as  Thucydides  tells  us,  that  the  Athenians  buried  their 
heroes  in  Cyprefs,  and  we  fee  the  Egyptian  mummies  prelerved 


77  Cupreffus. 
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for  fome  thoufand  years  in  coffins  of  the  fame  wood.  The  gates  of 
St.  Peter’s,  in  Rome,  were  made  of  cyprefs,  and  lafted  eleven  hun- 
dred years,  from  the  time  of  Conftantine  the  Great,  till  Euge- 
nius  IV.  changed  thefe  famous  anti-feptic  gates  for  brafs  ones^ 
which  fupply  their  place  at  the  prefent  day. 

Three  fpecies  of  oak  the  Doctor  alfo  recommends  for  trial  here 
viz.  Firft,  that  which  produces  the  valuable  galls  and  acorns  em- 
ployed in  the  manufactory  of  Morocco  leather.  There  is  juft  one 
of  thefe  at  Karafubazar,  which  I fhall  deferibe  when  we  get  thither- 
This  fpecies  of  oak  would  certainly  be  a very  great  acquifition  to 
the  Taurida.  The  fecond  fpecies  that  he  recommends,  is  that 
which  produces  the  kermes ; and  the  third,  the  cork  fpecies  ; 
a happy  choice  if  it  will  thrive  here,  as  its  bark  is  abfolutely  ne- 
ceffary  to  preferve  the  wine  made  in  the  peninfula. 

Laftly,  the  Dodtor  propofes,  that  even  the  fugar-cane  fhould  be 
tried  in  thefe  fine  Southern  vallies..  I think,  however,  with  all 
deference  to  our  learned  friend,  that,  in  forming  thefe  opinions,, 
he  muff  truff  confiderably  to  the  reverberation  ot  the  fun  from  the 
rocks  ; as  I doubt  much  whether  its  diredt  rays  would  be  adequate 
to  the  talk  that  he  has  afligned  it  in  this  climate,  warm  and  charm- 
ing as  it  is.  Adieu. 
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From  Caffii,  the  Theodojia  of  the  Greeks  and  Ruffians, 

I NOW  addrefs  you  from  the  antient  city  of  Caffa,  theTheodofia 
of  the  Greeks,  and  Cafum  of  the  Romans ; in  all  ages  one  of  the 
firft  commercial  cities  in  the  Taurida. 

This  great  Euxine  emporium  feems  to  have  been  founded,  600 
years  before  Chrift,  by  the  Milefians,  who  named  it  Theodofia  ; 
and  we  find  it  ever  afterwards  holding  a high  rank  in  the  fcale  of 
maritime  towns  of  the  antient  kingdom  of  Bofphorus,  to  which, 
it  generally  belonged  ; nay,  we  are  even  told,  that  it  was  the  feat 
of  government  in  the  reign  of  Spartacus  the  Firft  (fourth  King 
of  the  Bofphorus) ; though  we  know  that  Panticapeos,  now  Kerch, 
was  afterwards  made  the  capital  of  the  kingdom  ; probably  on  ac- 
count of  its  pofition  in  the  Cimmerian  Bofphorus  or  Straits,  by 
which  it  commands  the  two  feas,  both  that  of  AfofF  and  the 
Euxine. 

In  the  reign  of  Leucon  II.  (the  feventh  fovereign  of  the  Bof- 
phorus) we  hear  of  foreign  minifters,  probably  Confuls,  who  not 
only  refided  in  Theodofia,  but  enjoyed  there  very  confiderable 
privileges,  while  we  are  told  by  Strabo,  that  this  fame  king  ex- 
ported at  one  time  from  this  port  100,000  Grecian  medimnas  of 
wheat  (330  millions  of  pounds  weight)  to  his  friends  the  Athe- 
nians ; with  w hom  he  was  fo  particularly  conne&ed,  as  to  be  a 
citizen  of  Athens ; nay,  the  fame  honour,  as  it  wras  reputed  in 
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thofe  days,  was  even  conferred  on  all  his  children  7\  Befide  this 
curious  information  from  Strabo,  we  fee,  by  an  oration  of  De- 
ni ofthenes  againft  Leptin,  that  Theodofia  was  then  one  of  the  moft 
flourifhing  cities  in  the  Eaft. 

Leucon  II.  however,  muft  have  been  a prince  of  great  re- 
nown, and  in  very  intimate  connexion  with  the  Greeks  ; as  Plu- 
tarch tells  us  that  the  exploits  of  this  prince  were  celebrated  by 
the  Greek  philofopher  Chryfippus,  whofe  work  is  loft  ; but  we 
know  that  he  had  many  battles  with  the  Heracleans  (certainly  the 
colony  of  them  fettled  in  Cherfon'),  over  whom  he  is  even  faid  to 
have  gained  fome  advantages.  He  likewife  carried  on  a long  war 
with  a king  called  Mnemon,  but  of  what  country  I cannot  divine^ 
as  I do  not  find  his  name  either  in  the  lift  of  the  kings  of  Scythia, 
or  of  the  pretenders  to  the  crown  of  Bofphorus  ; fo  that  I fufpedfc 
he  muft  have  been  a king  of  Sarmatia,  our  knowledge  of  whom 
is  fo  impcrfedt,  from  the  lofs  of  the  great  work  of  Trogus 
Pcmpeius. 

On  the  conqueft  of  the  Taurida  by  Mithridates,  we  find  Caftan 
a fortified  place  in  pofifeflion  of  Scilurus,  tyrant  of  PIcraclea  (a3 
the  petty*'  prince  of  Cherfon  was  called)  ; and,  although  its  excel- 
lent port  could  not  fail  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  politic  fove- 
reign  of  Pontus,  who  encouraged  and  protected  trade  in  all  his 
conquefts,  ftill  it  had  fallen  into  decay  during  his  long  a.nd  bloody 
wars  with  the  Romans  ; for  Arrian,  when  he  made  his  famous 
Purvey  of  the  Euxine,  with  a Roman  fleet  in  the  reign  of  Adrian, 
found  Cafum  in  ruins  ; and  it  feems  to  have  been  again  negledted 
during  the  troubles  of  the  Weftern  Roman  empire,  till  it  fell  to 
the  ihare  of  the  Eaftern  Caefars  on  the  throne  of  Conftantinople. 

However,  it  is  not  till  the  ioth  century  that  wc  have  an  exacb 
account  of  it  from  the  Byzantine  writers,  efpecially  from  the  Em- 

7®  This  event  was  commemorated  by  the  ere&ion  of  three  pillars  j one  in  Athens,  one  in  his 
capital  of  Bofphorus  (now  Kerch),  and  a third  near  the  temple  of  the  Argonauts,  in  th6  Cuban, 
towards  Colchis,  as  nearly  as  I can  difcoveV. 
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peror  Conftantine  Porphyrogenitus  himfelf ; and  even  he  only 
fpeaks  of  it  in  his  account  of  Cherfon,  his  work  being  confined  to 
a defcription  of  the  countries  and  cities  under  his  own  fceptre  ; 
which  Cherfon  acknowledged,  while  the  kingdom  of  Bofphorus, 
to  which  Cafum  then  belonged,  fet  him  at  defiance,  and  was  in- 
continual  warfare  with  the  imperial  peninfula  of  Heraclea. 

Both  the  Byzantine  hiftory  of  the  Taurida,  page  71,  and  Cedre- 
nus,  page  710,  affure  us,  that  Theodofia , as  this  city  was  originally 
called  by  the  Greeks,  and  now  again  by  the  Ruffians,  was  con- 
quered in  965  by  the  Ruffian  hero  Svetoflav  the  Firft,  Grand  Duke 
of  Kioff,  and  father  of  Vladimar  the  Great ; at  the  lame  time  that 
he  fubdued  the  Kozares79,  or  Khatzares,  as  the  Greeks  called  them, 
then  likewife  mafters  of  the  Taurida  or  Kozaria,  and  took  their 
famous  capital  Sarkel,  or  Belaveja,  on  the  river  Donetz,  built  by 
Greek  architects  whom  the  Emperor  of  Conftantinople  fent  to  the 
Chan  in  compliance  with  his  requeft. 

Svetoflav  attacked  Conftantinople  the  fame  year  (965),  in  the 
reign  of  the  Emperor  Zemifces  ; on  his  return  home  from  which, 
unfortunate  expedition,  he  was  cut  off  by  the  hoftile  Patzinacae  % 
wdto  way-laid  him  at  the  paffage  of  the  Dnieper  ; fo  that  Bulgaria, 
which,  he  had  conquered  the  year  before,  and  the  greater.number  of 
his  acquifitions  from  the  Kozares,  feem  to  have  been  abandoned  by 
his  fucceffors,  with  the  foie  exception  of  the  principality  of  Tmu- 
taracan,  in  the  ifland  of  Taman  ; which  will  be  mentioned  more 
particularly  when  we  vifit  that  fmall  peninfula,  or  ifland,  as  it  is 
commonly  called  '’. 

79  I follow  the  Ruffian  chronicle  of  Neftor  in  the  name  of  this  Tartar  nation,  there  called 
Kozares ; although  the  Byzantine  writers  name  them  Khatzares,  and  fometimes  (for  Litvin ) 
Kazares. 

*°  Much  confufion  arifes  from  the  different  names  applied  to  the  fame  people  by  the  Byzantine, 
Ruffian,  and  Oriental  writers  ; the  laft  commonly  the  only  authors  who  give  us  the  name  which 
the  people  themfelves  acknowledge.  The  Patzinacae,  for  example,  and  the  Petfhenegrans  and 
Kanglians,  feem  to  be  the  fame  people;  as  the  Alanes  (or  Dagefellanians),  the  Polovtzes  or  Uzes 
are  often  called  Kaptchaks,  from  their  place  of  dwelling  in  the  Kaptchat,  or  Kumans,  from 
living  on  the  river  Kuma  ; the  Volgarians,  or  dwellers  on  the  Volga;  Bulgares,  '&c.  Editor. 
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LETTER  XLV. 


From  Theodojia,  late  Caff  a. 

I SHALL  now  proceed  with  the  hiftory  of  this  antient  city 
(which  I have  already  flightly  glanced  at)  up  to  the  ioth  century. 
We  have  fome  curious  information  concerning  it  from  the  Monk 
Neftor,  who  wrote  his  interefting  chronicle  in  the  i ith  century  at 
Kioff.  We  there  find,  that  Vladimar  the  Great,  fon  of  the  laft- 
mentioned  fovereign  of  Rufiia,  having  taken  the  refolution  to  be- 
come a chriftian,  but  being  too  haughty  to  folicit  baptifm  from  the 
Greeks  of  Conftantinople  (left  it  might  be  conftrued  into  a doing 
of  homage  to  the  Caefars,  by  receiving  their  faith),  in  the  wild 
fpirit  of  chivalry  of  thofe  times,  railed  a great  army  to  exadft  it  by 
force ; and  adtually  marched  to  the  Taurida,  then  a dependency  of 
the  Eaftern  empire,  whence,  having  taken  Theodofia  in  988  after 
a fix  months’  fiege,  he  difpatched  a herald  to  Conftantinople,  to 
demand  baptifm  of  the  Greek  Emperor  Conftantine  **,  at  the  fame 
time  claiming  his  fifter  Helena  in  marriage  ; threatening,  in  cafe  of 
refufal,  to  march  ftraight  to  the  capital,  and  treat  it  as  he  had 
done  the  tributary  city  which  he  now  pofteffed. 


Sl  From  fevernl  circumftances  (which  my  limits  reftri£t  me  from  detailing  here)  it  appears* 
that  this  Conftantine  muft  have  been  the  very  Imperial  hiftorian  fo  often  quoted  in  this  Tour  j 
but  in  that  cafe  Neftor  muft  have  made  two  material  miftakes ; firft,  in  the  date  of  the  event, 
as  we  are  told  that  Porphyrogenitus  was  poifoned  in  951  by  his  fon  Romanus,  furnamed  the  Boy ; 
and,  feeondly,  in  naming  Bafilius  as  his  colleague  and  joint  .Emperor,  whereas  he  was  only  his 
tutor  and  firft  minilter.  Thefe  contradictions  prevent  my  fpeaking  y.’ith  confidence  on  the  lubjeCt. 

Conftantine, 
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Conftantine,  like  a wife  prince,  regarding  the  romantic  alternativp 
as  preferable  to  war,  fent  him  his  filler,  with  the  required  priefts;  and 
Vladimar,  after  being  baptifed  and  married  in  Caffa,  reftored  the 
whole  peninfula  to  his  brother-in-law  ; contenting  himfelf  with  re- 
taining, as  the  fpoils  of  his  victory,  a cargo  of  relicks,  facred  vafes, 
bibles,  and  priefts,  the  latter  of  whom  he  carried  quietly  home  with 
him  to  baptife  his  fubjedls  ; a ceremony  which  he  ordered  to  be  per- 
formed upon  them  by  thoufands  at  a time  ; taking  the  antient  pagan 
river  Boryfthenes,  now  Dnieper,  for  the  baptilmal  font  ; and  all 
were  made  chriftians  as  fall  as  the  priefts  could  perform  the  cere- 
mony ; while  their  favourite  idols,  with  Peroun  (or  Jupiter)  at 
their  head,  were  thrown  down  and  committed  to  the  two  deftroying 
elements,  fire  and  water.  Some  think  that  the  city  which  had  the 
honour  of  the  Ruffian  hero’s  converfion  was  Cherfon,  inftead  of 
Theodofia  ; and,  indeed,  if  Conjlantinus  Porphyrogenitus  was  the 
Conftantine  meant  by  Neftor,  and  then  Emperor  of  the  Eaftern 
divifion  of  the  Roman  empire,  Cherfon  is  molt  likely  to  have  been 
the  fcene  of  this  romantic  atchievement ; as  Theodofia  does  not 
feem  to  have  been  in  his  polfeffion  at  the  time  when  he  wrote  his 
hiftory,  whatever  it  may  have  been  in  his  minority,  when  Bafilius,. 
his  tutor,  governed  for  him* 

We  have  another  curious  anecdote,  relative  to  Theodofia,  from 
the  Ruffian  chronicles.  When  the  chronicle  talks  of  Vladimar  (or 
Wolodimar  the  Second,  as  foreigners  call  him),  furnamed  Mono - 
machus , or  the  Duellift,  it  endeavours  to  account  for  that  Greek  cog- 
nomen by  the  following  romantic  adventure  : 

While  Vladimar  the  Second  was  befieging  Caffa,  in  1125,  then 
in  the  power  of  the  Genoefe,  he  received  a challenge  from  the 
enemy’s  general  to  decide  the  fate  of  the  city  in  fingle  combat. 
This  he  accepted  ; and,  having  unhorfed  his  adverfary,  he  took 
from  him,  as  trophies  of  his  vidlory,  his  cap  enriched  with  precious 
ftones,  his  rich  falh,  and  the  gold  chain  that  he  wore  about  his 

neck ; 
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neck  ; an  exploit,  fays  the  chronicle,  which  procured  him  ever 
after  the  cognomen  of  Monomachus,  or  the  Duellift. 

With  regard  to  this  monkifh  legend,  I think,  with  Monfieur 
Levefque,  the  laft  and  beft  foreign  hiftorian  of  Ruftia,  that  it  is 
very  improbable  ; nay,  I am  convinced  that  his  cognomen  merely 
arofe  from  his  mother  having  been  daughter  of  Conftantine  Mono- 
inachus  the  Greek  Emperor  ; but,  although  we  agree  in  our  un- 
belief, the  reafons  given  by  the  hiftorian  for  his  notion  are  fo  very 
different  from  mine,  as  ftated  above,  that  I cannot  help  making 
feme  remarks  upon  them. 

As  his  firft  reafon,  he  mentions  the  filcnce  of  Neftor  on  the  oc- 
cafion  ; without  recollecting  that  he  died  in  1115  ; while  the  fiege 
of  CafFa,  at  which  Vladimar  is  laid  to  have  gained  his  cognomen 
in  a duel,  is  placed  by  Mr.  Levefque  himfelf  in  1125,  ten  years 
after  the  monk’s  death.  However,  as  the  chronicle  of  KiofF  was 
continued  by  others,  the  hiftorian  may  have  fpoken  figuratively  in 
this  cafe. 

His  fecond  reafon  is,  that  CafFa  was  not  then  in  the  hands  of 
the  Genoefe  ; but  the  chronicler  may  eafily  have  confounded  the 
two  mercantile  republics  of  Genoa  and  Venice,  which  alternately 
difputed  and  poffeffed  that  city  (if  even  Mr.  Levefque  be  founded 
in  his  affertion)  ; for  we  know  that  one  of  the  two  occupied  CafFa 
at  the  time. 

His  third  reafon  is,  that  the  Ruffians  copied  the  ftory  from  a Po- 
lilh  writer.  Now  I cannot  help  thinking,  on  the  contrary,  that 
this  is  rather  a reafon  for  believing  it ; as  foreigners  rarely  invent 
ftories  to  exaggerate  the  exploits  of  a rival  nation  (then  almoft 
conftantly  at  war  with  Poland)  ; although  they  often  enough  tell 
ridiculous  ftories  in  honour  of  their  own  country  and  favourite 
princes. 

1 fhall,  however,  give  you  a third  anecdote  relative  to  this  city, 
hefore  I quit  the  Ruffian  chronicles. 

They 
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They  tell  us,  that  Mamai,  Chan  of  the  Golden  Horde  (fettled 
in  the  Kaptchak,  the  country  between  the  Don  and  Jaic),  the  an* 
tient  tyrannic  mailers  of  Ruffia,  after  having  been  defeated  on  the 
banks  of  the  Don  by  Demetri,  Great  Duke  of  Mofco  (in  the  fa- 
mous battle  where  he  acquired  the  cognomen  of  Donjki , beating 
the  Tartars  being  .then  a rare  thing),  and  again  by  Takhtanych, 
Chan  of  the  Blue  Horde,  who  depofed  him,  took  refuge  here  in 
1380;  but  the  unhappy  prince  found  death  inltead  of  protedlion 
in  Caffa,  being  there  airalTinated,  either  for  fear  of  the  vidtors,  or 
for  love  of  the  dethroned  Chan’s  wealth,  which,  unfortunately, 
he  brought  with  him. 


LETTER  XLVI. 


Theodocioi 


You  will  obferve,  that,  in  order  to  finilh  with  the  Ruffian  chro- 
nicles in  my  laft  letter,  I there  gave  an  anecdote  relating  to  an  event 
fuppofed  to  have  taken  place  in  the  12th  century  j but  I lhali  now 
again  refume  the  regular  courfe  of  occurrences  in  early  times, 
collected  from  different  authors. 

The  Byzantine  writers  mention  a Tfherkeffian  prince  who  landed 
at  Caffa,  with  a number  of  Keffes  his  fubje&s,  and  took  poffeffion 
of  this  city,  although  they  do  not  tell  us  when ; but  this  event, 
loofely  as  it  is  Hated,  becomes  interelling  by  its  perfect  coincidence 

U with 
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with  the  account  that  the  prefent  princes  of  Circaflia  (as  Euro- 
peans pronounce  the  word)  give  of  themfelves  ; who  fay,  that 
they  are  defcended  from  a prince  named  Kefs , who  antiently 
reigned  in  the  Taurida. 

The  Cuban  Circaflians,  according  to  this  pedigree,  fprung,  as 
they  aflert,  from  the  eldeft  fon  of  this  Tauric  prince,  called  Inal; 
while  the  Cabardian  Circaflians  boaft  their  defcent  from  his’fecond 
fon  Chaombek  ; that  is  to  lay,  that  the  prefent  chiefs  or  princes  of 
thefe  two  countries  in  the  Caucafian  mountains  claim  this  origin, 
not  the  people  at  large  ; a piece  of  curious  information  which  I 
owe  to  Mr.  Ellis’s  excellent  memoir  accompanying  his  valuable  map 
of  the  Caucafus  83. 

Toward  the  end  of  the  nth  century,  the  Genoefe  feem  to  have 
fettled  in  Theodocia  (which  they  called  Caffa,  from  its  Latin  name, 
Cafum)  while  yet  in  the  power  of  the  Kozares,  and  to  have  been 
difpoflefled  by  the  Venetians  in  the  beginning  of  the  12th;  when 
they  became  the  moft  favoured  nation  at  Conftantinople,  of  which 
Caffa  was  a dependency,  from  the  fhare  that  they  had  in  placing  a 
Latin  prince  on  the  throne  of  the  Caelars  ; but  Michael  Palaeologus, 
the  Greek  84  Emperor,  being  reinftated  in  1261  by  the  'aid  of  the 
rival  republic,  acknowledged  the  obligation,  and  exprelfed  his 
gratitude  by  putting  the  Genoefe  in  pofleflion  of  the  almoft  exclu- 
five  trade  of  the  Euxine,  by  the  extenfive  and  valuable  privileges 
that  he  granted,  which  foon  enabled  them  to  recover  Caffa,  and 
put  an  end  to  a feries  of  bloody  battles  between  the  rival  fleets  of 
Genoa  and  Venice,  for  the  dominion  of  thefe  feas  ; the  contefl 
being  no  longer  worth  the  expence  of  blood  and  treafure  to  the 

83  The  learned  author  of  the  map  and  memoir  of  the  Caucafian  mountains  has  not  put  his 
name  to  that  valuable  work,  which  the  Editor  of  this  Tour  had  the  plealure  of  feeing  him  exe- 
cute in  Peterfburg,  while  on  a vifit  to  his  friend  Lord  St.  Helen’s,  then  ambaffador  at  this  court. 
He  afterwards  accompanied  another  friend.  Lord  Malmefbury,  on  his  embafiy  to  France. 

84  The  reader  mult  be  well  aware,  that  the  terms  Greek  and  Latin  Emperors,  difputing  the 
throne  of  the  Eaftern  Roman  empire,  only  relate  to  the  Greek  and  Latin  churches,  or  to  the 
two  religions  of  the  combatants. 
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latter,  after  the  lofs  of  that  emporium,  and  the  trade  of  Conftan- 
tinople  ; although  Venice  ftill  kept  its  antient  fettle ment  of  Tanais, 
or  Afoff,  on  the  Don,  till  that  ftrong  city  was  taken  and  facked 
by  the  impetuous  conqueror  Tamerlane,  as  it  unfortunately  obftrudted 
his  march  to  exterminate  the  Golden  Horde  who  had  dared  to  affront 
him  ; an  expedition  in  which,  without  intention,  he  avenged  the 
caufe  of  Ruffia  on  a race  of  Tartars  who  had  kept  it  in  fubj  edition 
for  three  centuries. 

The  Genoefe  now  rebuilt  Caffa,  and  made  it  their  emporium, 
not  only  for  the  trade  of  the  Euxine  and  Maeotis,  but  likewife  for 
the  rich  Indian  commerce  which  they  carried  on  by  the  old  Greek, 
Roman,  and  Venetian  channel,  the  Phajis*\  that  famous  river  of 
Colchis  fo  well  known  by  the  Argonaut  expedition. 

Thefe  mercantile  republicans,  now  grafping  at  the  monopoly  of 
the  Tauric  trade,  foon  found  means  to  ruin  that  of  Soudak,  once 
fo  flourifhing  ; and,  having  built  forts  both  there  and  at  Balaklava, 
to  ferve  as  out-pofts  to  their  ftrong  capital  Caffa,  obtained  thereby 
the  command  of  the  whole  fouth  coaft,  the  charming  Klimata  of 
the  Greeks,  which  we  fo  lately  vifited  and  admired.  In  (hort,  they 
at  laft  acquired  fo  great  an  influence  in  the  peninfula,  that  nothing 
but  the  intoxication  of  power,  and  the  luft  of  tyrannic  dominion, 
could  have  fhook  it ; as  they  abfolutely  influenced  the  eledlion  of 
the  Chans,  and  were  become  umpires  in  all  difputes,  even  among 
the  princes  of  the  blood,  till  they  firft  armed  the  Kozares  againft 
them,  and  afterwards  their  fucceffors  the  Crim  Tartars;  without 
having  acquired  fufficient  wifdom  from  the  firft  imminent  danger 
to  avoid  a fecond  ; although  their  firft  deliverance  proceeded  merely 
from  the  accidental  defeat  of  the  enraged  Kozares  by  the  Tartar 

*3  The  Indian  goods  in  the  time  of  tlie  Greek,  Roman,  and  Venetian  dominion  of  the  Euxine, 
fell  down  the  Oxis  into  the  Cafpian  Sea  j and  from  thence,  afeending  the  Cyrus,  now  Kur,  wrere 
tranfported  over  a (hort  fpace  of  land  to  the  Phafis,  which  carried  them  down  to  the  Euxine,  as 
will  hereafter  be  more  fully  explained. 
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conqueror  ZingisChan,  as  I fhall  more  fully  explain  in  the  general 
hiftory  of  this  and  the  other  colonies  on  the  fhores  of  the  Euxine86 ; 
confining  myfelf  at  prefent  to  the  local  hiftory  of  each  city  that  we 
vifit  in  our  Tour.  I have,  probably,  now  tired  you  with  what 
Caffa  once  was ; fo  fhall  referve  it  to  my  next  Letter  to  tell  you 
what  Theodocia  is  at  prefent ; till  when,  adieu  1 
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This  City,  to  which  Catharine  II.  reftored  its  antient  Greek  name 
of  Theodocia,  is  finely  fituated,  in  form  of  an  amphitheatre,  on  the 
brow  of  a hill  that  deferibes  a femicircle  round  the  port,  which 
might,  with  fome  expence,  be  made  as  good  as  its  excellent  road, 
if  ever  Ruffian  encouragement  fhould  call  back  its  once  fiourifhing 
trade.  A fortified  wall,  with  turrets,  now  in  ruins,  has  formerly 
furrounded  Caffa  ; but  its  remains  ftill  fhow  the  antient  ftrength  of 
the  place,  and  that  it  was  certainly  out  of  all  danger  from  Tartar 
attacks  while  the  fea  was  open  to  the  Genoefe  fleet. 

The  principal  entrance  to  this  fortified  city  was  from  the  harbour, 
fecured  by  three  ftrong  ports,  one  within  another,  as  its  Tartar 
name  Ulfcb  Kapil  expreffes ; and  to  the  North,  or  oppofite  fide  of 
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it,  is  feen  an  antient  lofty  building,  almoR  in  ruins  ; probably,  once 
fbme  fplendid  public  edifice,  if  we  may  judge  from  feveral  remains 
©f  large  arched  windows. 

On  the  top  of  the  hill  is  a large  fpace,  furrounded  by  a ftrong 
fortified  wall,  like  the  citadel  of  Balaklava,  defcribed  in  a former 
letter87,  filled  with  ruins  of  churches,  and  other  public  buildings, 
having  feveral  flat  Rones  inferted  in  their  walls ; bearing  baffo  re- 
lievos and  Latin  inscriptions,  which  I intended  to  have  had  copied  for 
you,  mutilatedas they  are,  if  Icoulahavefound  a proper  perfon  during 
our  fhort  Ray.  The  principal  temple,  Situated  in  the  centre  of  the 
city,  notwithRanding  all  the  endeavours  of  pious  muflulmen  to  me- 
tamorphofe  it  into  a mofq.ue,  Rill  (hows  by  its  windows,  and  other 
evident  marks,  that  it  was  originally  dedicated  to  chriRian  worfhip, 
like  St.  Sophia  of  ConRantinople,  where  equal  induRry  has  been 
employed  to  convert  it  to  the  ufe  of  Mahomet. 

It  is  impoflible  to  touch  on  this  fubject,  without  again  regretting 
what  our  ChriRian  fanaticifm  has  deRroyed  on  the  two  great occa- 
fions  wherein  it  was  thrown  into  adtivity  ; and  contraRing  our  folly 
with  the  fenfible  condudt  of  Turks  and  Tartars,  who  feem  to  have 
wifely  converted  all  the  temples  they  met  with  in  their  conqueRs  to 
the  ufe  of  their  prophet.  However,  we  Rill  found  one  gothic 
church  in  its  antique  primitive  form,  as  a proof  of  Tartar  tolerance; 
but  it  fo  exadtly  refembles  another  at  Kerch,  as  we  are  pofitively 
allured,  that  the  defcription  of  the  latter  when  we  get  thither ss  will 
ferve  for  both. 

One  of  the  nobleR  buildings  of  this  city  feems  to  have  been  an 
antient  magnificent  bath  ; poffibly  a work  of  the  Greeks  or  Romans. 
The  infide  was  of  marble,  as  well  as  the  feats,  bafins,  &c.  now  all 
broken  and  deRroyed  ; nay,  they  are  Rill  carrying  away  the  precious 
remains  of  this  elegant  edifice  to  burn  for  lime,  although  a whole 
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range  of  mountains  in  the  peninfula  is  compofed  principally  of 
lime-ftone. 

Fortunately  for  the  curious,  however,  a fine  and  entire  fpecimen 
of  thefe  antique  baths  Rill  exifls  in  Karafubazar,  which  I fhall  not 
fail  to  defcribe  when  we  arrive  at  that  place  9. 

The  laft  object  worth  attention  in  fallen  Theodocia  is,  the  ruins 
of  another  old  Genoefe  fort  on  the  fea-fhore,  the  walls  of  which  are 
covered  with  Latin  inscriptions,  greatly  defaced,  which  would  require 
an  antiquary  to  read,  or  even  to  copy  them. 

As  I intend  giving  hereafter90  the  antient  and  middle-age  Rate  of 
the  trade  of  th  is  and  the  other  Tauric  ports,  l fhall  at  prefent  confine 
myfelf  to  a very  few  remarks  on  the  modern  Rate  of  the  commerce 
of  Caffa,  fo  late  as  the  year  1780,  when  a German  merchant,  Mr. 
Nicholas  Keelman,  vifited  this  city. 

The  exports  from  this  place  were  then  pretty  nearly  what  they 
had  ever  been  (the  natural  productions  of  a country  being  always 
the  fame),  viz.  wax  and  furs  ; Tauric  lamb-fkins,  blue,  black,  and 
Speckled  ; with  Ruffian  and  Morocco  leather  (both  made  in  the 
peninfula),  horfes  and  Raves.  — Till  to-morrow,  adieu. 

Letter  LXIII.  93  Letter  LXXXIL 
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Theodocia. 

There  was,  formerly,  a very  capital  article  of  exportation, 
which  no  longer  exifts  in  any  quantity ; and  that  was  butter,' in 
high  repute  at  Conflantinople  ; being  furnifhed  by  the  numerous 
flocks  of  the  Nogay  Tartars,  and  thefe  nomades  having  found  the 
art  of  making  it  of  a very  fuperior  quality  to  what  is  furnifhed  by 
the  Turkifh  peafants. 

We  muft  add  to  thefe  articles  fome  others  furnifhed  by  the  neigh- 
bouring nations,  who  found  Caffa  the  nearefl  and  bell  market  for 
the  exportation  of  their  horfes,  horfe-leather,  hare  and  fox-fkins, 
&c.  of  which  the  Cuban  fupplied  a great  quantity,  as  Circaflia  did 
a great  fhow  of  human  beauty,  which  was  fold  at  this  port  to  the 
beft  bidder,  like  the  other  articles  at  market  ; a curious  fubjedt, 
which  I fhall  treat  more  at  large  in  a feparate  article91. 

But  the  Nogay  Tartars  likewife  fupplied  Caffa  with  a number  of 
female  (laves,  captured  in  their  marauding  expeditions  ; and  it  is 
amazing  to  obferve  the  care  which  they  (till  take  of  their  fair  cap- 
tives, that  they  may  bring  the  higher  price ; ftridlly  guarding  them 
from  the  fun,  and  from  all  intercourfe  with  their  own  ugly  race  ; 
while  they  are  fo  far  from  dilcouraging,  that  they  even  promote 
and  folicit  intrigues  between  their  fine  women,  and  any  handfome 
European  that  may  chance  to  pafs  through  their  country,  in  the 
hopes  that  they  may  thus  augment  their  flock  of  faleable  beauty- 
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This  I think  a mod  curious  fa£I  in  the  hidory  of  man  ; to  fee  a 
nation  facrifice  their  own  ideas  of  beauty  to  thofe  of  others  ; for 
among  the  Calmouks,  of  which  the  Nogays  are  a horde,  the  ftand- 
ard  of  beauty  is  a tawney  complexion,  a flat  nofe,  high  cheek  bones, 
with  fmali  oblique  eyes  ; in  fiiort,  the  hideous  Hunijh  face  and 
figure,  antiently  let  loofe  upon  Europe  for  the  punidiment  of  its 
fins,  and  fo  often  defcribed  by  authors  as  the  very  portrait  and  type 
of  Beelzebub  himfelf,  for  figure,  cruelty,  &c. ; yet,  I fay,  the  Nogays 
never  think  of  improving  the  charms  of  their  fair  captives  after 
their  own  model  ; a phenomenon  that  I can  account  for  on  no 
other  principle  than  their  perfect  contempt  for  the  tafle  of  their 
Caffa  cuftomers,  with  their  love  of  the  valuable  reward  that  they 
receive  for  their  forbearance,  and  the  delivery  of  marketable 
commodities. 

After  having  mentioned  all  the  inferior  articles  of  commerce  at 
this  great  Euxine  mart,  I lhall  now  fpeak  of  the  fair  Circaflians, 
dedined  for  ages  pad  to  be  brought  for  fale  at  the  market  of  Caffa, 
like  any  other  kind  of  merchandize  ; and  what  is  mod  Angular  in 
this  revolting  bufinefs  is,  that  thefe  beauties,  fo  famous  in  Eadern 
dory,  are  brought  in  vad  numbers  every  year  by  their  own  parents, 
and  fold  at  from  z to  4000  Turkidi  piadres01  each,  in  proportion  to 
their  charms. 

As  I am  fu re  that  a midrefs-market  mud  be  a curious  fubje6l  to 
•the  polidied  nations  of  Europe,  I fliall  give  a fpecimen  of  the 
manner  in  which  it  is  carried  on,  in  the  very  words  of  Mr.  Keelman, 
the  German  merchant,  mentioned  in  my  lad;  which  will  finifh  my 
notes  taken  in  the  intereding  Theodocia. 

52  A Turkidi  piaftre  is  about  four  fhillings  fterling,  or  a Ruffian  rouble  at  par. 
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The  fair  Circaffians,”  fays  Mr.  Keelman,  “of  whom  three 
“ were  offered  me  for  fale  in  1768,  were  brought  from  their  own 
“ chamber  into  mine  (as  we  all  lodged  in  the  fame  inn),  one  after 
“ another,  by  the  Armenian  merchant  who  had  to  difpofe  of  them. 
“ The  firfl  was  very  well  dreffed,  and  had  her  face  covered  in  the 
“ Oriental  ftile.  She  kiffed  my  hand  by  order  of  her  mafter,  and 
“ then  walked  backward  and  forward  in  the  room,  to  fhew  me  her 
“ fine  fhape,  her  pretty  fmall  foot,  and  her  elegant  carriage.  She 
“ next  lifted  up  her  veil,  and  abfolutely  furprifed  me  by  her  extreme 
“ beauty.  Her  hair  was  fair,  with  fine  large  blue  eyes ; her  nofe  a 
“ little  aquiline,  with  pouting  red  lips.  Her  features  were  regular, 
“ her  complexion  fair  and  delicate,  and  her  cheeks  covered  with  a 
“ fine  natural  vermillion,  of  which  lhe  took  care  to  convince  me 
“ by  rubbing  them  hard  with  a cloth.  Her  neck  I thought  a little 
“ too  long  ; but,  to  make  amends,  the  fineft  bofom  and  teeth  in 
“ the  world  fet  off  the  other  charms  of  this  beautiful  flave,  for 
“ whom  the  Armenian  afked  4000  Turkifh  piaftres,  but  permitted 
“ me  to  feel  her  pulfe,  to  convince  myfelf  that  file  was  in  perfedf 
“ health;  after  which  fhe  was  ordered  away,  when  the  merchant 
“ affured  me  that  fhe  was  a pure  virgin  of  18  years  of  age.” 

He  next  offered  him  two  others,  older,  and  lefs  handfome,  at 
3000  piaftres  for  the  two  ; but  thefe  I fhall  not  follow  Mr.  Keelman 
in  defcribing,  as  I am  pretty  lure  that  you  would  not  have  been  a 
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purchafer  any  more  than  the  honeR  German  ; who,  however,  Teems 
to  have  let  a proper  value  on  the  youth  and  beauty  of  the  firfi,  al- 
though “her  neck  was  a little  too  long”  for  his  tafte. 

I was  more  furprifed,  probably,  than  I ought  to  have  been  (as 
common  ufage  renders  every  thing  familiar)  at  the  perfedt  indif- 
ference with  which  the  inhabitants  of  Caffa  behold  this  traffic  in 
beauty  that  had  fhocked  me  To  much,  and  at  their  alluring  me,  when 
Ifeemed  affe£ted  at  the  pradtice,that  it  was  the  only  method  whichpa- 
rentshad  of  betteringthefiateof  their  handfome  daughters,  dejlined  at 
all  events  to  the  bar  am  ; for  that  the  rich  Afiatic  gentleman  who  pays 
4000  piaftres  for  a beautiful  miRrefs  treats  and  prizes  her  as  an 
earthly  houri,  in  perfedt  convidtion  that  his  fuccefs  with  the  houries 
of  Paradife  entirely  depends  on  his  behaviour  to  the  filterhood  on 
earth,  who  will  bear  teRimony  againft  him  in  cafe  of  ill  ufage  ; in 
fhort,  that,  by  being  dilpofed  of  to  rich  mulfulmen,  they  were  fure 
to  live  in  affluence  and  eale  the  reft  of  their  days,  and  in  a Rate  by 
no  means  degrading  in  Mahometan  countries,  where  their  Prophet 
has  permitted  the  feraglio.  But  that,  on  the  contrary,  if  they  fell 
into  the  hands  of  their  own  feudal  lords,  the  barbarous  inhabitants 
of  their  own  native  mountains,  which  it  is  very  difficult  for  beauty 
to  efcape,  their  lot  was  comparatively  wretched,  as  thofe  rude  chief- 
tains have  very  little  of  either  refpedt  or  generofity  toward  the  fair 
fex.  Such  is  the  opinion  of  the  Crim  Tartars  on  this  curious  fub- 
jedt ; who,  being  Mahometans,  have  harams  thcmfelves,  and  treat 
their  women  as  refpedlfully  as  any  nation  in  Aha. 

However,  notwithfianding  all  this  fine  Mahometan  reafoning, 
which  l'eems  to  put  both  Turk  and  Tartar  confciences  perfedtly  at 
eafe,  how  much  are  we  inhabitants  of  the  polifhed  countries  of 
Europe  fhocked  at  the  horrible  pradtice  of  parents  felling  their  own 
children  ! thoughlam  afraiditwasoncc  buttoocommon  everywhere, 
and  that  it  is  attached  to  a certain  Rate  of  civil  fociety,  which  does 
not  abandon  it  till  it  arrives  at  a confiderable  degree  of  civilization. 

1 think  that  you  will  allow  my  remark  to  be  well  founded,  when  you 
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confider,  that  fo  late  as  the  year  J01593,  you  made  an  exprefs  law 
in  England  to  prevent  parents  felling  their  own  children. 

But  that  this  practice  was  of  very  high  antiquity,  we  have  many 
proofs  ; and  it  muft  have  been  widely  fpread  among  different 
nations,  as  we  read  of  Solomon’s94  haram  being  filled  with  the 
daughters  of  the  Moabites,  Ammonites,  Edomites,  Zidonians,  and 
Hittites,  &c.  to  the  amount  of  300,  certainly  all  purchafed,  and 
moll  probably  from  their  parents  ; as  you  have  proved,  in  your 
“ Ruffian  Antiquities,”  that  even  wives  were  bought  in  remote  an- 
tiquity, before  the  modern  practice  was  introduced  of  giving  a 
dowry  with  a pretty  daughter  to  get  her  off  your  hands. 

If  it  was  the  ufage  in  the  time  of  Solomon 9S  to  purchafc  wives 
as  well  as  concubines,  how  very  extenfive  muft  the  cuftom  of  parents 
felling  their  children  have  been,  only  judging  from  the  700  fpoufes 
of  that  fame  monarch,  who  muff,  like  his  concubines,  have  come 
from  various  countries,  if  the  accufation  of  Ezra  the  jewifh  ex- 
tractor be  well  founded,  who  lays  to  the  charge  of  his  pagan  wives, 
their  having  engaged  the  King  to  worfhip  Alhtoreth,  Milcom, 
Chemofh,  and  Molech,  probably  idols  of  different  nations  ! 

This  long  inquiry  into  the  cuftoms  of  antiquity,  before  the  chrif- 
tian  religion  had  made  fuch  practices  criminal,  you  will  eafily  per- 
ceive is  to  enable  us  to  judge  with  candour  of  ufages  that  we  find  in 
our  travels,  (till  exifting  among  men,  probably  much  in  the  fame 
Rate  of  civil  fociety  as  when  they  were  praCtifed  of  old,  even  by  the 

53  See  Guthrie’s  Table  of  Extraordinary  Events  appended  to  his  Geography. 

9*  The  fame  of  this  wife  fovereign  mutt  have  fpread  far  indeed,  when  we  find  Mr.  Brace  prov- 
ing, from  the  archives  of  Abyffinia,  that  Sheba,  or  Saba,  queen  of  the  Eaft,  left  her  gold  and 
ivory  country  (which  our  traveller  difcovered)  to  procure  a race  of  Solomons  for  the  throne  of 
Abylfinia,  and  which  they  ftill  occupy  to  this  day.  Editor. 

9i  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  flave  trade  at  large  is  of  high  antiquity,  as  it  is  often  men- 
tioned in  the  Bible,  the  moft  antient  of  all  written  records  : — Jofeph  was  fold  to  flave-merchants, 
and  the  Prophet  Ezekiel,  in  Chap.  27,  mentions  the  great  trade  in  flaves  which  was  carried  on 
by  the  Greeks. 
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Jews,  the  in  oft  learned  and  polifhed  nation  of  early  times ; and  to 
fhow  that,  although  we  fhudder  with  horror  in  all  the  pride  of  our 
fuperior  lights  and  cultivated  feelings,  at  ufages  fo  repugnant  to 
our  own  fentiments  and  ways  of  thinking,  ftill  we  lhould  not  too 
harfhly  condemn  thofe  who  pradlile  them,  without  entering  into 
the  different  points  of  view  in  which  they  may  be  been  by  the  in- 
habitants of  the  Taurida,  Turkey,  or  any  other  country  where  men 
are  led  by  many  concurring  caufes  to  think  differently  from  our- 
felves. 

In  taking  leave  of  this  once  flou  riffling  city,  I cannot  help  re- 
marking, that  its  ruined  buildings  may  once  more  refume  their 
antient  l'plendour,  if  the  original  caufe  that  eredted  them  lhould 
again  operate  in  its  favour  ; and  I by  no  means  think  it  impoffible 
that  Ruffia , which  brings  goods  by  land  from  China , may  one  day 
reftore  the  India  trade  by  the  antient  channels,  the  Cafpian  and 
Phafis,  more  efpecially  fince  its  victorious  banners  are  now  waving 
in  the  very  country  through  which  the  rich  merchandize  ufed  to  pafs, 
and  may  probably  render  the  route  fafe  in  future  by  a friendly  treaty 
with  the  natives. 

What  miracles  has  not  the  India  commerce  performed  in  all  ages  ? 
Is  it  polfible  to  touch  on  this  fubjedt  without  recolledting  the  fplendid 
Palmyra  (whofe  ruins  ftill  aftonilh  travellers),  raifed  as  if  by  magic 
on  a green  ifland,  in  the  midft  of  a burning  defert,  and  from  being 
merely  the  refting-place  of  the  caravans,  on  their  way  to  the  Weft 
with  the  riches  of  the  Eaft ; yet  it  cloathed  in  imperial  purple  its 
queen  Zenobia  (as  it  had  before  done  her  hufband  the  valiant  Ode- 
nathus),  who  difputed  with  Rome  the  empire  of  the  Eaft,  and  placed 
under  her  feeptre  Egypt,  Syria,  and  Mefopotamia  ! 

After  fuch  an  example,  can  we  be  furprifed  at  the  antient  fplen- 
dour  of  this  city,  while  it  was  the  Euxine  emporium  for  India  goods  ? 
or  can  we  believe  it  impoffible  that  the  re-opening  of  their  antient 
channel  may  rebuild  its  fallen  walls,  even  in  fpite  of  the  paftage  by 
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the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  when  we  fee  the  old  land  trade  to  China 
profitably  carried  on  by  Ruffia  fo  long  after  that  important  dif- 
covery  ? 

The  importation  into  Caffa  at  the  time  of  Mr.  Keelman’s  vifit 
fhall  finifh  this  long  letter,  and  the  fubjedt  at  prefent,  till  it  fhall 
again  occur  in  my  general  fketch  of  the  Euxine  commerce96.  The 
principal  articles  are,  peltry  ; woollen  cloth ; velvet ; filk  ; fatin  ; 
damafk  ; gold  and  filver  fluffs  ; linen  ; muflin  ; worked  and  block 
copper  ; dying  drugs,  more  efpecially  indigo  ; cochineal ; alum  ; 
Brazil,  and  logwood.  Alfo,  gum  lac;  rice;  fugar;  coffee;  and 
tobacco  (now  exported  from  the  fame  city) ; aloes’ wood ; cotton, 
and  cotton  thread ; anifeed ; fulphur;  opium;  maflic;  farfaparilla; 
perfumes;  paper;  dried  fruits  ; fpices  ; tin;  iron  (now  exported)  'r 
fleel ; and  Nurembourg  toys. 

After  writing  fuch  a lift,  and  fo  much  out  of  my  ufual  train  of 
fcribbling,  I think  I may  fafely  reft  my  hand,  and  bid  you  Good 
night ; but  remember,  that  this  coloffal  fcrawl  is  to  make  up  for 
feveral  pigmy  epiftles  on  my  lazy  days.  So  adieu. 

Letter  LXXXII. 
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From  Kerch,  the  Panticapcos  of  Scylax,  and 
Panticapeum  of  Strabo. 

X MAKE  no  doubt  that  you  are  happy  to  find  me  fairly  out  of  Caffa, 
and  on  my  way  to  the  antient  capital  of  the  Bofphorus,  now  Kerch  ; 
but,  as  you  know  that  I by  no’  means  like  driving  over  claflic  ground 
with  the  fwiftnefs  of  a courier,  I muft  here  inform  you,  that,  in- 
ftead  of  galloping  along  the  high  road,  ftraight  to  the  Cimmerian 
Bofphorus,  on  which  the  antient  Panticapeum  hands,  I intend  to 
do  juft  the  contrary,  and  jog  flowly  up  along  the  coaft,  to  look  for 
the  ruins  of  fome  antient  Greek  cities  which  once  ftood  there. 

The  firft  place  that  we  looked  for  was,  the  Zepherium  of  Pliny, 
which  Peyffonel  thinks  muft  have  ftood  at  Zavita  ; but  not  a trace 
now  remains  to  favour  the  learned  Conful’s  conjedture.  The  next 
that  we  fhould  have  met  with  was,  the  Kimerikon  of  the  middle 
ages,  which  ftood  at  the  fouth  entrance  of  the  Bofphorus,  where 
thefe  ftraits  enter  the  Euxine,  and  are  1 5 verfts  broad,  as  Strabo 
fays  veryjuftly  (for  his  74ftades  nearly  meafure  that  diftance)  ; but 
no  ruins  of  that  city  are  to  be  feen,  more  than  of  the  former  ; nor 
was  ourfearchfor  the  remains  of  the  Acra  of  Ptolemy  more  fuccefsful, 
which  Strabo  places  on  the  European  fide  of  the  Bofphorus,  directly 
oppofite  to  the  city  of  Corocondamus,  in  the  ifland  of  Phanagoria, 
or  Taman  (See  the  Map  for  the  pofition  of  all  thefe  antient  places). 

In 
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In  (hort,  we  arrived  here  without  having  met  with  any  veftige  of 
antiquity,  or  any  thing  elfe  worth  notice. 

The  Tartar  city  of  Kerch,  at  which  we  now  are,  is  undoubtedly 
the  Panticapeos  of  Scylax,  and  the  Panticapeum  of  Strabo  ; one  of 
thofe  built  by  the  Milefians  on  their  firft  fettling  in  the  Taurida  ; and 
it  feems  always  to  have  been  the  capital  of  the  kingdom  of  Bofphorus, 
and  the  refidence  of  its  kings. 

For  my  own  part,  I am  fully  convinced,  that  this  is  likewife  the 
city  which  was  afterwards  called  Bofphorus , although  geographers 
are  by  no  means  agreed  on  this  laftfadt  ; nay,  fome  even  dilpute  its 
claim  to  being  the  Greek  Panticapeos  ; but  all  thefe  contrary  opinions 
muft  fall  to  the  ground  of  themfelves,  as  the  other  city  Jenikal,  a 
little  farther  up  the  ftraits,  by  no  means  anfvvers  the  defcription 
given  of  the  antient  Bofphoric  capital  by  claffic  authors  ; its  port 
alone  being  a fufficient  refutation  of  the  miftake,  as  neither  the  fleet 
of  Mithridates,  nor  that  of  the  Romans,  could  either  have  found 
room  or  fhelter  there ; while  not  a veftige  of  ruins  is  found  at 
Jenikal,  though  many  are  ftill  feen  here  at  Kerch.  In  fhort,  to 
finifli  this  fubjedt  once  for  all,  as  reafoning  on  it  would  only  fatigue 
you,  I (hall  remark  that  the  accurate  geography  of  the  Cimmerian 
Boiphorus  by  Strabo  has  fortunately  come  down  to  us  ; and  that 
both  the  pofition  and  defcription  that  he  gives  us  of  Panticapeum 
agrees  perfectly  with  Kerch ; while  his  meafurement  of  70  ftades, 
between  that  antient  capital  and  the  city  of  Phanagoria  in  the 
oppofite  ifland  (late  Taman),  puts  the  matter  out  of  all  doubt;  nay 
this  diftance  has  been  again  meafured  by  Gleb,  prince  of  Tmuta- 
racan  (as  Taman  was  called  while  a Ruffian  province),  and  found 
to  be  exactly  18  Ruffian  verfts,  or  70  Roman  ftades  ; as  the  monu- 
ment 7 that  he  erected  on  the  occafion  ftill  teftifles.  Now  all  this 
will  by  no  means  apply  to  Jenikal  ; fo  that  it  would  only  be  lofs  of 
time  to  difcufs  the  queftion  farther. 

97  See  an  Engraving  of  this  Monument,  Plate  II.  Fig.  7. 
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Strabo  tells  us,  in  his  7th  book,  that  Panticapeum  was  20  flades 
in  circumference,  though  very  clofely  built,  and  defended,  as  at  pre- 
fent,  by  a fort  built  by  the  Milefians,  its  founders. 

[A  Correfpondent  of  the  Imperial  Academy  of  Sciences,  Mr.de 
Biberftien,  towhofe  manufcript  the  Editor  is  much  indebted  for  the 
Tauric  Antiquities  given  toward  the  end  of  this  volume93,  has  lately 
traced  the  remains  of  a wall  and  towers,  which  poffibly  once  fur- 
rounded  this  city  ; but  whether  of  Greek  or  Roman  workmanihip 
it  is  difficult  to  determine.] 

Before  entering  upon  the  modern  Rate  of  this  city,  it  may  not  be 
amifs  to  give  a hafly  Iketch  of  its  antient  hiftory  ; more  efpecially 
as  it  will  include  that  of  the  kingdom  of  which  it  was  the  capital, 
once  well  known  to  the  learned  from  the  frequent  mention  made 
of  it  by  claffic  authors,  although  now  probably  forgotten  in  Europe, 
by  having  been  fo  long  (hut  up  through  Turkilh  policy. 

We  are  told,  that  the  firft  fovereigns  of  the  Bofphorus  were  called 
Archaeana6lorides",  or  antient  chiefs,  according  to  the  real  meaning 
of  the  word  ; but  we  have  no  particular  information  refpedting  them, 
owing,  as  has  been  before  remarked,  to  the  lofs  of  the  great  work 
of  Trogus  Pompeius  ; fo  that  the  firft  prince  of  the  country,  of 
whom  we  know  even  the  name,  was  Spartacusthe  ift,  who  begem  the 
fecond  dynafty'00,  and  reigned  about  feven  years  ; when  he  was  fuc- 
oeeded  by  Seleucus  (fuppofed  to  be  his  fon),  who  lat  on  the  throne 

»8  Letter  XCIV. 

99  It  is  (aid,  that  in  the  fifth  century  the  Archaeanaktides,  a race  of  men  from  Mytilene,  founded 

this  monarchy ; an  article  of  information  which  I have  met  with  fincc  this  letter  was  written  ; but 
as  no  authority  is  given  I cannot  decide  on  it.  Editor. 

100  The  few  fails  colledled  relative  to  this  fecond  dynafiy  of  Bofphoric  Kings  are  found  in  the 
memoir  of  Mr.  de  Boze.  See  Mem.  de  1’  Academ.  des  Bel.  Lett.  Voi.  II.  and  the  Dififertation  of 
P.  Souciet,  Paris,  1736,  4-to.;  but  it  is  to  the  valuable  work  of  M.Cary,del’Academiede  Marfeille, 
intituled  “ Hitloire  du  Bofphore  Cimmerien,”  printed  at  Paris  in  1752,  that  I owe  all  their  medals 
given  in  this  work,  with  much  interefling  information.  It  is,  however,  only  the  defeription  of 
the  Bofphoric  medals  that  I owe  to  Mr.  Cary,  and  fome  fadts  in  the.  fupplement  to  my  hiflorical 
Iketch  of  the  kingdom,  made  out  with  much  labour  from  the  feeble  lights  in  antient  and  modern 
writers. 
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four  more  ; after  which  Diodorus  the  Sicilian,  our  only  guide  in  the 
Bofphoric  hiftory,  leaves  a blank  of  20  years,  which  is  ably  filled 
up  by  Mr.  de  Boze  with  Spartacus  II.  whofe  reign  of  20  years 
perfedtly  agrees  with  the  Bofphoric  cera,  fince  difcovered  by  a fuite 
of  medals  given  by  Mr.  Cary,  and  N which  I have  made  ufe  of.  Sa- 
tyrus,  fon  of  Spartacus  II.  who  fucceeded  his  father,  reigned 
14  years  ; and  muft  have  been  a man  much  beloved  by  his  fubjedts, 
if  the  monument  which  Strabo  fpeaks  of  by  the  name  of  Monu- 
tnentum  Satyri , and  which  (till  remains  in  the  Bofphorus,  was  eredted 
to  his  memory  by  the  people  whom  he  governed  (See  the  Map  for 
this  monument,  which  feems  to  have  been  his  tomb).  Thefe  four 
reigns  bring  down  the  Bofphoric  hiftory  to  the  time  of  Leucon, 
fon  of  the  laft  prince  Satyrus,  the  great  friend  of  the  Athenians, 
who  is  mentioned  in  my  XLIVth  Letter,  and  whofe  exploits  were 
recorded  by  the  Greek  philofopher  Chryfippus. 

Two  things  appear  evident  from  the  Grecian  accounts  of  this 
reign  ; viz.  that  the  Taurida  was,  even  at  that  early  period,  the 
occafional  granary  of  Greece  (as  it  has  long  fince  been  of  Conftan- 
tinople),  judging  from  the  immenfe  quantity  of  corn  fhipped  at  one 
time  for  Athens  from  the  port  of  Theodocia  alone  ; and  I think 
we  may  with  equal  juftice  draw  a fecond  conclufion,  that  this  king- 
dom muft  then  have  been  in  no  inconfiderable  ftate  of  civilization, 
when  foreign  minifters,  fuppofmg  them  only  to  have  been  Confuls 
for  the  purpofes  of  trade,  refided  in  that  city,  and  enjoyed  con- 
fiderable  privileges.  Leucon’s  reign,  according  to  Mr.  Cary,  was 
of  40  years. 

The  next  two  fovereigns,  Spartacus  III.  who  reigned  five  years, 
and  Paerifades  I.  38  years,  both  fons  of  Leucon,  feem  to  have 
kept  up  the  intereft  which  their  father  had  fo  well  cultivated  in 
Athens,  by  marked  attentions  to  the  famous  orator  Demofthenes  ; as 
we  find  Dinarchus,  in  a fpeech  that  he  made  againft  that  great  man, 
accufing  him  of  having  received  a yearly  gift  of  1000  bufhels  of 
wheat  from  thefe  two  princes  in  fucceftion. 
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As  to  the  fir  ft  of  them,  we  know,  from  Diodorus  Siculus,  that  he 
reftored  to  his  throne  a neighbouring  king  named  Hecateus,  upon 
fuch  cruel  conditions,  that  they  brought  on  him  a long  war, 
in  which  he  loft  a favourite  fon  ; * a circumftance  that  loon 
broke  his  heart,  and  laid  him  in  the  grave.  Thefe  conditions 
were,  that  Hecatasus  muft  put  to  death  his  wife,  and  marry 
the  daughter  of  Spartacus  : cruel  terms  indeed  to  be  prefcribed 
to  a man  of  any  humanity ; and  there  is  little  reafon  to  wonder 
if  he  fuffered  for  his  infamous  adlion,  inftead  of  reaping  the  defired 
advantage,  and  faw  his  family  weakened  and  diminifhed,.  inftead 
of  ftrengthened  and  augmented,  by  fuch  nefarious  means.  As  to 
Paerifades,  Polycenus  has  preferved  a curious  fa<5t,  that  he  kept 
three  different  drdfes  for  a day  of  battle  : in  the  firlt  he  formed  his 
army  in  battle  array  ; the  fecond,  which  he  wore  in  the  combat,  was 
only  known  to  his  principal  officers  ; and  in  the  third  drefs  he  was  ta 
efcape,  if  defeated1'1. 

101  The  medallic  hi  (lory  of  the  Bofphorus  begins  with 
Panifades  I.  at  lea  ft  his  coins  are  the  firft  as  yet  found  ; and 
from  their  having  no  date  they  feem  to  have  been  ftruck  be- 
fore the  kings  of  Bofphorus  had  adopted  the  aera  of  the  king- 
dom of  Pontus,  which  they  afterwards  did,  as  will  be  feen  on 
their  coins  given  here  in  as  regular  fucceflion  as  the  cabinets  of  Europe  can  at  prefent  enable  us 
to-do.  The  monogram  of  Panticapcum,  under  the  chair  of  Pallas,  fhows  that  the  above  coin  was 
ftruck  in  that  city. 
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From  Kerch,  on  the  Cimmerian  Bofphorus, 

If  you  be  not  tired  with  my  rapid  Iketch  of  the  hiftory  of  this 
city  and  kingdom,  which  cannot  be  feparated,  I will,  in  this  letter, 
bring  it  down  to  the  Roman  conqueft  of  the  Bofphorus  ; as  that 
period  will  include  the  tragical  death  of  the  great  Mithridates  (who 
fell  by  domeftic  treafon  in  the  very  place  where  we  now  arc),  and 
render  more  clear  and  intelligible  the  Medallic  Hiftory  of  the  king- 
dom which  I intend  giving  hereafter. 

To  refume  then  the  thread  of  our  ftory : — if  we  are  to  judge 
from  the  punifhment  of  heaven,  we  fhould  fufpect  that  Paerifades 
had  a hand  in  his  brother’s  cruelties  ; as  he  left  three  fons,  who  cut 
one  another  off  in  fuccefiion,  each  mounting  the  difputed  throne 
for  a moment,  only  to  be  hurled  down  by  an  enraged  and  unna- 
tural brother. 

The  firft  of  the  three  who  filled  this  dangerous  feat  was  Satyrus  If. 
who  wasfoon  attacked  by  his  brother  Emulus,  aided  by  Ariopharnes 
king  of  Thrace,  at  the  head  of  42,000  men.  Satyrus,  however, 
being  likewife  fupported  by  a reinforcement  of  32,000  barbarians, 
and  2000  Greeks,  commanded  by  a general  named  Menifcus,  gained 
the  vi£tory  over  his  rebellious  brother,  although  he  died  of  the 
wounds  that  he  received  in  battle,  after  a fhort  reign  of  nine  months. 
Menifcus  conveyed  the  king’s  corpfe  to  the  third  brother  Prytanis, 
then  in  Panticapeum,  who  caufed  it  to  be  interred  in  great  Rate, ; 
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and  feated  himlelf  on  the  throne,  from  which  he  was  foon  driven, 
and  killed  in  battle,  by  the  turbulent  Emulus,  on  his  refufing  to 
divide  the  kingdom  with  him. 

Emulus  I.  began  his  reign  by  putting  to  death  all  the  chil- 
dren of  his  brothers,  except  one,  called  Ptfrifades,  who  fortunately 
efcaped  to  Agaras,  a king  of  Scythia  (not  to  be  found  in  the  lift  of 
Scythian  kings  come  down  to  us),  but  who  does  not  appear  to  have 
ever  mounted  the  throne. 

This  ambitious  prince,  however  unfairly  he  came  by  the  throne, 
proved  according  to  the  evidence  of  Diodorus  Siculus  and  other 
writers,  to  be  the  greateft  ftatefman  and  warrior  that  ever  filled  it, 
although  he  only  reigned  five  years  and  a half,  judgement  for  his 
crimes  then  overtaking  him.  As  he  was  coming  from  Scythia,  in  a 
cart,  or  kabitka,  the  horfes  took  fright  at  a fort  of  umbrella  placed 
on  it  to  keep  off  the  fun,  and,  Emulus  being  thrown  out,  his  fword 
entangled  in  the  wheels,  fo  that  he  was  killed  before  the  wild  Scy- 
thian animals  could  be  flopped. 

The  prince  that  fucceeded  him  was  Spartacus  IV.  who  reigned 
20  years,  and  died  in  the  fourth  year  of  the  i22d  Olympiad,  or  the 
465th  year  of  Rome,  289  years  before  Chrift. 

After  his  death,  there  is  a chafm  of  170  years  in  the  Bofphoric 
hiftory,  till  the  good  king  Pasrifades  II.  mounted  the  throne,  which 
he  furrendered  to  MithridatesIjZ  without  a blow,  declaring  that  he 
could  not  think  of  permitting  his  beloved  fubjedts  to  fpill  their  blood 

lcl  The  grazing  (tag  on  this  medal,  as  well  as  the  crefcent 
and  ftar,  which  have  fo  much  puzzled  antiquaries,  evidently 
belong  to  the  Tauric  Diana,  then  worfhipped  in  all  thefe 
countries  ; while  the  A behind  the  animal  is  the  firft  letter 
of  her  name;  and  the  real'on  why  no  other  king  of  Bofphorus 
had  them  on  his  coins  feems  to  be,  becaufe  Milhridates 
alone  was  fovereign  of  the  ftrongly  fortified  peninlula  ot  Heraclea  Cherfonefus  ; where  her  temple 
ftood  ; which  he  took  by  ftorm  from  the  tyrant  Scilurus  ; for,  the  other  Bolphoiic  princes  were  lo 
far  from  commanding  there,  that  the  two  feparate  principalities  were  generally  at  war,  poffibly 
encouraged  by  the  Romans,  who  found  it  fometimes  necefiary  to  fet  one  againit  the  other,  toprc« 
f'erve  their  fupreme  fway  as  lords  paramount  of  the  Taurida.  See  Letters  XXIX,  &c. 
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in  fo  unequal  a conteft,  after  having  bled  fo  often  in  his  defence 
againft  the  Scythians.  So  that,  from  the  firft  foundation  of  the 
kingdom  of  Bofphorus,  up  to  the  conqueft  of  it  by  the  hero  of 
Pontus,  juft  mentioned,  we  have  a lift  handed  down  to  us  of  14 
kings,  in  a period  of  375  years  and  6 months.  [See  a continuation 
of  the  Medallic  Hiftory  of  the  kingdom  of  Bofphorus  at  the  end  of 
the  volume.] 

My  next  letter  will  contain  as  much  of  the  hiftory  of  the  great 
Mithridates  as  is  combined  with  that  of  the  Taurida;  and,  indeed,, 
his  death  in  this  city  is  one  of  the  moft  interefting  events  in  antient 
times ; as  it  freed  the  Romans  from  an  enemy  that  had  fet  their 
whole  power  at  defiance  for  30  years,  ever  fcorning  the  flavery  and 
fubjedtion  which  they  impofed  on  other  fovereigns. 


LETTER  L1L 


✓ From  Kerch , 

Mithridates,  king  of  Pontus,  on  the  oppofite  fide  of  the 
Euxine,  conquered  this  kingdom,  as  faid  before  in  my  letter  from 
Gherfon  io3,  at  the  fame  time  that  he  fubdued  the  reft  of  the  Taurida  ; 
but  we  find  that  the  Bofphorus  revolted  loon  after,  and  had  been  a 
fecond  time  reduced  to  obedience  by  the  old  hero,  who  had  placed 
his  fon  Maehares  on  the  throne,  and  was  leading  his  vidtorious  army. 

Letter  XXIX;,' 
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as  Appian  tells  us,  againft  the  Achseans,  a people  of  Grecian  ex- 
traction fettled  on  the  coaft  of  the  Cuban,  when  he  was  called  to 
defend  his  own  kingdom  of  Pontus,  again  invaded  by  the  Romans 
on  the  death  of  his  friend  Sylla,  who  had  kept  his  domineering 
countrymen  from  perfecuting  him  for  a time,  and  thereby  gave  him 
the  only  refpite  that  he  ever  enjoyed,  during  his  long  reign,  from  the 
conftant  attacks  of  thole  ambitious  republicans,  who  exacted  fub- 
miflion  from  every  country  which  their  legions  could  reach,  with 
the  facred  name  of  Liberty  profaned  on  their  bloody  banners. 

In  the  cataftrophe  of  his  death  I fhall  follow  Plutarch,  as  he 
wrote  in  the  reign  of  Vefpafian,  only  about  a century  after  the 
event,  when  there  might  (till  be  people  alive  who  had  the  particulars 
from  the  foldiers  of  Pompey,  his  conqueror  ; and  more  efpecially 
as  all  that  the  moralift  fays  is  confirmed  both  by  Appian  and  Dion 
Callius. 

Mithridates,  after  his  laft  defeat  by  Pompey,  fled,  only  accom- 
panied by  300  horfe,  and  his  faithful  miftrefs  Hypficratea  drefled 
and  armed  like  a man,  to  the  kingdom  of  Bofphorus,  then  governed 
by  his  foil  Machares,  who,  dreading  punilhment  for  having  leagued 
with  the  Romans,  retired,  according  to  the  tradition  of  this  country 
hill  remaining,  to  the  fort  of  Arabat  (the  Heraclum  of  Ptolemy) 
on  the  Putrid  Sea,  where  he  was  killed  by  fo me  of  his  father’s  faith- 
ful fubjects,  who  were  ftill  left  in  the  peninfula,  although  now  too 
few  to  fupport  his  tottering  fortune. 

The  old  king,  however,  by  no  means  loft  his  antient  courage, 
but  fet  about  making  vigorous  preparations  for  executing  a bold  pro- 
ject worthy  of  a better  fate  ; this  was  no  lefs  than  leading  an  army 
into  Italy,  and,  by  attacking  their  own  dominions,  to  oblige  the 
Roman  fenatetorecal  Pompey  from  Pontus,  as  Scipio  had  obliged  the 
Carthaginians  to  recall  Hannibal  from  the  gates  of  Rome.  But  this 
project  was  too  daring  for  the  courage  of  an  Afiatic  army,  as  Mi- 
thridates found  to  his  coft  ; more  efpecially  as  his  Bofphoric  troops 
were  partly  compofed  of  Roman  deferters,  who  trembled  at  the 

thought 
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thought  of  trufting  themfelves  in  Italy  ; fo  that  his  rebellions  fon, 
Pharnaces,  found  it  an  eafy  matter  to  ftir  up  a revolt,  both  in  the 
army  encamped  before  the  city,  and  in  the  fleet  moored  in  the  port 
of  Panticapeos. 

The  venerable  hero  had  gone  to  roufe  his  troops  to  the  bold  deed 
that  he  meditated,  when  he  found  his  favourite  fon,  whom  he  had 
juft  pardoned  for  an  attempt  on  his  life,  in  open  rebellion  againft 
him.  This  made  him  leave  the  camp  in  defpair,  and  llrut  himfelf 
in  Panticapeos104,  where  being  convinced  that  all  was  loft,  by  the 
horrid  fhouts  of  his  troops  in  proclaiming  the  traitor  king,  after 
fome  fruitlefs  attempts  to  gain  permiflion  from  the  monfter  to  fpend 
his  few  remaining  days  in  retirement105,  he,  with  tears  in  his  eyes, 
befought  the  gods,  from  the  battlements- where  he  flood,  to  make 
his  fon  one  day  feel  the  anguifh  of  a father  in  a fimilar  fltuation. 
He  then  retired  into  the  interior  of  the  palace,  and  there  difmifled 
with  prefects  and  bleflings  bis  few  remaining  friends,  only  retaining 
his  two  favourite  daughters,  Mithridata  and  Nifla,  brides  to  the 
kings  of  Egypt  and  Cyprus,  who  chofe  to  die  with  their  father 
rather  than  live  Haves  to  the  Romans  ; and  they  all  three  fvval lowed 
poifon,  which  Mithridates  had  conftantly  carried  concealed  in  the 
lcabbard  of  his  fword,  refolved  never  to  fall  alive  into  the  hands 
of  the  haughty  republicans  ; though  he  did  fo  when  dead,  as  his 
parricide  fon  ferit  his  body  to  Pompey,  who  buried  him,  with  great 
fplendour  and  ftate,  in  the  tomb  of  his  anceftors  at  Sinope  in  Pontus, 
and  thereby  gave  to  the  monfter  a fevere  reprimand. 

Thus  fell  at  laft,  by  means  of  domeftic  treafon,  in  the  69th 
year  of  his  age,  after  a glorious  reign  of  57  years,  the  hero  of  his 
country,  and  the  greateft  fovereign  of  his  time,  as  his  magnani- 
mous conqueror  acknowledged  ; and  fuch  is  even  the  language  of 

IC4  Plutarch  fays,  in  “ Panticapeos  direRIy  nppq/ite  (o-Phanagoria  now,  as  -we  know  that 
Phanagoria  was  the  city  fince  called  Taman,  the  capital  of  the  ifiand  in  antient  and  modern  times, 
this  paifage  confirms  the  pofition  of  Panticapeos  or  Kerch,  as  laid  down  by  Strabo  and  other  an- 
tient geographers,  for  it  is  exadlly  oppofite  to  the  city  of  Taman,  which  Jcnikal  is  not. 

105  Who,  they  fay,  anfwered  his  father’s  requeft,  with  the  horrid  expreffion.  Let  him  die. 
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the  writers  of  a country  of  which  he  had  fo  long  been  the  dread* 
while  they  accufe  him  of  luft  and  cruelty,  the  common  vices  of 
e a Hern  defpots.  Appian  allures  us,  that  he  was  a great  patron  of 
letters,  which  he  muft  have  cultivated  himfelf  to  good  purpofe,  as 
he  ufcd  to  fpeak  to  the  ambalfadors  of  twenty-two  nations,  each  in 
his  own  language  ; for  that  was  the  number  once  living  under  his 
fceptre.  It  will  be  needlefs  here  to  give  my  authority  for  this  laft 
fa 61,  as  I lhall  again  touch  on  the  fubjedt  when  I come  to  give  the 
hiftory  of  the  Greek  colonies  on  the  Euxine,  which  it  will  be  im- 
poflible  even  to  mention  without  naming  the  great  king  of  Pontus 
to  whofe  dominion  fo  many  of  them  were  fubjedted. 

But  the  belt  teftimony  of  the  greatnels  of  Mithridates  was,  the 
rejoicing  in  Rome  on  occafion  of  his  death.  The  joyful  tidings 
were  received  in  the  confulfhip  of  the  eloquent  Cicero  ; and  the 
Senate  decreed  a 12  days’ feftival  to  thank  the  gods  for  their  wonderful 
deliverance  from  an  old  man  of  70,  as  we  learn  from  the  famous 
orator  himfelf  ; while  the  tribunes  enadted,  that  Pompey  lhould 
wear  a laurel. crown  with  the  triumphal  robe  at  the  Circenfian  fports, 
,and  a purple  robe  at  the  fcenical  reprefentations. 

Thus  ended  the  Mithridatic  wrar,  which  had  lafted  30  years,  as 
Pompey  recorded  under  the  fpoils  hung  up  in  the  temple  of  Minerva 
at  Rome;  for  which  we  have  the  authority  of  Pliny. 

1 cannot  help  remarking,  that,  as  the  Romans  gave  the  kingdom 
of  Pontus  to  the  parricide  Pharnaces,  there  is  fome  retafon  to  fuf* 
pe£t  that  they  did  not  hold  his  treafon  in  all  the  abhorrence  which 
it  merited,  and  that  the  republican  dodtrine,  of  holy  infur  reblion  being 
ihemofi  /acred  of  duties,  is  not  quite  fo  new  as  fome  people  may  have 
fuppofed. 

The  wonderful  wealth  of  Mithridates,  though  not  proverbial  like 
that  of  Crcefus,  is  Hill  a matter  of  much  curiofity  ; asfuch,  I intend 
hlling  my  next  letter  with  Appian’s  account  of  his  treafure,  &c. ; 
and  muft  clofe  this,  without  beingable,  after  all  our  fearch  in  the  ruins 
-of  Panticapeum,  to  fend  you  any  thing  but  a catalogue  of  rarities. 

LETTER 
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From  Kerch. 

Ip,  before  hearing  the  fine  (lory  of  the  Greek  hiftorian,  who  only 
wrote  in  the  reign  of  Trajan,  you  choofe  to  hear  me,  I will  tell 
you  a few  anecdotes,  collected  from  thofe  who  wrote  before  him, 
relative  to  fome  coftly  trinkets  that  were  ftolen,  before  the  Roman 
commiffaries  began  their  30  days’  inventory,  and  which,  of  courfe, 
are  not  to  be  found  in  it. 

Firft,  Mithridates’  poifon  box,  or  fcabbard,  which  coft  400 
talents,  was  ftolen  by  a Roman,  and  fold  to  Ariarathes,  king  of 
Cappadocia. 

Secondly,  his  turban,  or  Rate  cap,  a curious  and  coftly  piece  of 
workmanfhip,  fet  with  rich  gems,  was  likewife  carried  off  by  one 
Caius,  and  given  by  him  to  Fauftus,  fon  of  Sylla,  the  king’s  old 
friend,  at  whofe  houfe  it  was  kept,  and  often  fhown  to  ftrangers, 
with  many  other  curious  things  from  Pontus. 

Now  attend  to  the  Alexandrian,  as  my  preliminary  anecdotes  are 
finiihed. 

Appian  firft  tells  ns,  that  Pompey  found  in  the  city  of  Talura, 
which  went  by  the  name  of  Mithridates’  wardrobe,  2000  cups  of 
onyx  let  in  gold,  with  fuch  a quantity  of  coftly  furniture  and  horfe 
trappings,  as  faddles,  bridles,  houfings,  &c.  fet  with  precious 
ftones,  that  the  Roman  commiffaries  were  thirty  days  in  making 
out  the  inventory  of  this  place  alone. 
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In  another  caftle  he  found  three  large  tables,  with  nine  falvers 
of  mafly  gold,  and  of  immenfe  value,  as  they  were  all  fet  witty 
precious  Rones.  He  likewife  found  here,  the  ftatues  of  Minerva, 
Mars,  and  Apollo,  all  of  mafly  gold,  and  moft  curious  workman- 
fhip.  But  what  molt  furprifes  us  in  this  lift  is,  the  mention  of  a 
pair  of  gaming-tables,  made  of  two  precious  ftones  ,o6,  three  feet 
broad,  and  four  long,  with  men  of  the  fame  material  (fo  that  they 
rauft  have  been  chefs  or  draught  boards)  ; and  on  each  was  a moon 
of  gold  of  30  pounds  weight. 

In  a third  fort,  fituated  in  the  mountains,  was  the  king’s  own 
ftatue,  eight  cubits  high,  with  his  throne  and  feeptre  ; and,  laftly, 
the  bed  of  Rate  of  his  anceftor  Darius,  fon  of  Hyftafpes,  King  of 
Perfia  ; all  of  mafty  gold. 

Appian  finifhes  his  account  of  Mitbridates’  treafure  by  telling  us, 
that  lome  of  thefe  line  things  had  been  depofited  by  Cleopatra  in 


106  The  precious  ftones  mentioned  here  muft  have  been  in  the  fecond  order  of  gems,  as  the 
firft  confifts  folely  of  fmall  prifms  of  a few  inches  at  moft ; fo  that  it  is  difficult  to  conceive  of 
what  gem  thefe  tables  were  made,  unlefs  it  were  of  lapis  lazuli  in  the  fecond  order,  a ftone  highly 
prized  in  antiquity,  for  its  beautiful  mixture,  of  a fine  blue,  and  lhining  particles  of  gold  or  filver. 
We,  however,  read  of  wonderfully  large  emeralds,  both  in  the  writings  of  antiquity,  and  of  the 
Middle  Ages  * ; but  we  now  know,  that  all  precious  ftones,  meafured  by  the  cubit  or  foot,  are 
only  fluurs  refembling  them;  fuch  as  that  fliown  in  the  Abbey  of  Rychenau,  near  the  Lake  of 
Conftance,  meafuring  two  feet  and  a half  in  length,  under  the  name  of  an  emerald.  The  fine 
purple  ffuor,  of  which  Derbyfhire,  in  England,  furniflies  fuch  noble  fpecimens,  was  likewife  an- 
tiently  confidered  as  a precious  ftone,  under  the  name  of  the  mother  of  amethyft  ; and  Abyfiinian 
Bruce,  on  vifiting  the  Iftand  of  Emeralds  in  the  Arabian  gulph  (from  whence  the  antients  are 
faid  to  have  drawn  their  large  emeralds),  found  nothing  there  but  bits  of  green  fluor.  Natural 
hiftcry  has  much  to  regret,  that  Mr.  Bruce  was  1b  little  acquainted  with  the  interefting  fcience  of 
mineralogy,  when  he  examined  the  Egyptian  mountains,  and  many  other  curious  fpots,  where 
he  talks  of  fubftances  in  terms  that  we  do  not  fufficiently  underfland,  to  give  them  their  place  in 
a fyftem  of  mineralogy.  This  wasjuft  the  cafe  in  the  Iftand  of  Emeralds.  In  like  manner,  tho 
hatchets  of  the  South  Sea  iftanders  are,  in  Cook’s  Voyage,  faid  to  be  made  of  green  talk,  a foft 
fubftance,  very  unfit  for  a hatchet ; whereas,  on  the  Editor's  receiving  one  of  them,  he  found  it 
made  of  green  petrofilex,  or  jade,  a moft  excellent  hard  ftone  for  the  purpofe,  inferior  only  to. 
iron  as  a tfiol. 

* S*e  the  Editoi’s  Treatifc  on  Gems  of  the  firft  and  fecond  orders,  printed  at  Edinburgh  by  Dr.  James  Anderfon. 

the 
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the  hands  of  the  Coans,  who  gave  them  up  to  the  King  of  Pontus  ; 
and  another  part  of  them  he  had  inherited  from  his  anceftors  of  the 
royal  houfe  of  Perfia.  So  far  the  Greek  hiftorian  ; but,  you  know, 
I love  to  make  my  own  remarks  upon  curious  fubjedls;  and  I can- 
not help  thinking,  that,  exclufive  of  the  large  portion  of  this  im- 
menfe  treafure  which  Appian  accounts  for,  a confiderable  part  mult 
have  been  collected  by  Mithridates  himfelf  ; for  even  the  number  of 
malTy  gold  ftatues  in  the  catalogue,  which  were  neither  Egyptian 
nor  Perfian,  (judging  from  the  perfonages  whom  they  reprefented) 
demonitrates  fuch  a wonderful  profufion  of  the  precious  metal  as 
tempts  one  to  fpeculate  on  the  fource  whence  it  was  procured  ; and 
as  he  once  poflefled  the  rich  kingdom  of  Colchis,  which  fo  early 
attradfted  the  avidity  of  the  Greeks  to  carry  off  its  golden  fleece,  in 
the  ulual  ftyle  of  Grecian  fable,  that  was  probably  his  Peru  ; as  1 
am  of  opinion,  not  only  that  the  rivers  wafh  down  gold  from  the 
mountains,  which  the  inhabitants  ftill  amafs  by  means  of  fheep- 
fkins  placed  in  the  rivers  to  interceptthe  precious  particles;  but  that 
antiently  the  gold  mines  from  which  they  come  were  known  and 
worked,  though  now  loft  and  neglected  by  the  prefent  barbarous 
inhabitants  of  the  Caucafus.  However,  as  I muft  not  only  refume 
this  fubjedl  elfewhere  la\  but  fhall  likewife  point  out  other 
fources  of  riches  in  the  dominions  of  this  prince,  I ihall  for  the 
prefent  bid  you  adieu. 

107  See  in  the  Appendix  the  continuation  of  the  antient  Bofphoric  Hi  dory,  illuftrated  by  the 

coins  of  its  kings. 
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From  Kerch,  the  Bofphorus  of  Procopius . 

The  Tartar  city  of  Kerch  has  very  little  to  recommend  it  as* 
fuch  ; the  only  thing  worthy  attention  here  being  ruins  of  the  an- 
tient  Panticapeos,  or  rather  of  Bofphorus,  its  laft  claflic  name  ; 
as  I fhould  fuppofe  that  the  ruins  of  the  firft  Milefian  edifices  muft 
be  long  fince  mouldered  away,  or  employed  in  building  the  fecond- 
city,  for  the  refidence  of  the  kings  of  the  country,  on  the  fite  of 
the  former. 

The  moft  remarkable  edifice  that  time  has  fpared  in  its  primitive 
form,  is  an  old  Saracen  or  Gothic  temple,  which  its  conftru£tion 
fhows  to  have  been  dedicated  to  Chrift,  and,  of  courfe,  built  after 
the  commencement  of  the  chriftian  aera. 

What  is  moft  remarkable  in  its  cunftru6tion  is,  the  periftyle,  fup- 
ported  by  pillars,  each  hewn  out  of  a fingle  block  of  marble,., 
while  fome  more  of  thefe  columns  of  a colofl’al  fize  lying  near  it, 
evidently  fhow,  that  fome  antient  Greek  temple  has  been  made 
to  contribute  to  this  pious  edifice. 

Antique  marble  ftatues,  of  Grecian  workmanfhip,  have  likewise: 
been  dug  up  in  Kerch,  together  with  a large  bafin  of  fine  marble,., 
now  employed  to  water  the  horfes. 

Thefe  remains  of  antiquity,  as  none  are  found  at  Jenikal,  would 
certainly  point  out  this  city  to  be  the  antient  capital  of  the  Bofphorus, 

iff 
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if  even  medals  were  not  alfo  dug  up  here,  bearing  the  name  of  Pan- 
ticapeos,  and  other  attributes  peculiar  to  it ,:8. 

We  cannot,  however,  expeCt  to  find  very  considerable  remains  of 
the  fine  arts  in  a country  which  has  been  fucceflively  in  the  pof- 
feffion  of  fuch  a number  of  different  nations,  fince  the  time  of  the 
Greeks  and  Romans,  its  antient  conquerors  and  inhabitants  ; many 
of  them  barbarous  Tartar  hordes,  who  certainly  had  but  little 
refpedt  for  the  works  of  their  polifhed  predecelfors  ; nay,  we  even 
perceive,  by  an  occafional  baffo  relievo  peeping  out  of  the  walls  of 
the  churches,  that  the  Gothic  chriftians  of  the  peninfula  have  made 
as  free  with  antique  materials,  as  either  the  Pagan  or  Mahometan 
Tartars. — But  to  continue  the  middle  age  and  modern  hiftory  of 
the  Bofphorus  ; more  efpecially  of  Kerch,  its  capital. 

Procopius,  fecretary  to  the  famous  Belifarius,  tells  us,  in  his  cu- 
rious Greek  hiftory,  that  the  Kozares,  or  Huns,  took  poffefTion  of 
the  city  of  Bofphorus  (now  Kerch),  and  of  the  kingdom  at  large, 
no  doubt,  after  the  expulfion  of  its  kings  ; as  he  adds,  that  they 
•were  matters  of  the  whole  Klimata,  or  Southern  coaft,  down  to 
Cherfon,  which  ftill  held  for  the  Romans;  by  which  he  mult  mean 
the  lower  empire,  or  the  Crefars  of  Confta'ntinople. 

He  next  informs  us,  “ that  Gyrgenes,  King  of  Iberia,  having 
44  implored  the  protection  of  the  Romans  againft  the  Perfians, 
44  Juftin  fent  Probus  to  raife  an  army  of  Huns,  or  Kozares,.  in 
44  the  maritime  city  of  Bofphorus,  dir'ccily  oppojite  to  Phanagoria, 
44  and  20  days  journey  from  Cherfon  a paffage  which,  in  my 
opinion,  points  out  Kerch  to  be  Bofphorus  as  well  as  Panticapeum, 
a matter  fo  much  difputed  among  geographers  ; for  there  is  no- 
other  maritime  city  in  the  v'hole  Taurida,  20  days  journey  from 
Cherfon,  befides  Kerch  or  Jenikal,  and  the  latter  is  not  oppofite  to- 
Phanagoria- 

,c8  Thefe  the  Editor  will  notice  more  particularly  in  the  Appendix,  where  he  has  allotted  a? 
place  for  all  the  antient  medals,  monuments,  and  Greek  infcriptions,  found. in  the  Taurida. 
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Kerch  is  placed  in  a fituation  fo  dry  and  barren,  that  nothing 
but  the  allurements  of  commerce  and  maritime  dominion  could  ever 
have  made  it  a favourite  refidence  for  the  fovereigns  of  the  country; 
its  port , however,  at  once  explains  the  caufe  of  this  marked  pre- 
ference, as  it  is  fo  much  fuperior  in  point  of  fafety  from  fhoals, 
rocks,  and  ftorms,  to  all  the  others  in  the  Cimmerian  Bofphorus, 
that  the  ihips  both  of  Jenikal  and  Taman  (the  antient  Phanagoria) 
commonly  winter  here  ; an  argument  which,  it  may  be  thought, 
fhould  alone  determine  its  having  always  been  the  capital  of  the 
kingdom,  whether  under  the  names  of  Panticapeos  or  Bofphorus, 
even  if  Strabo  had  not  fo  accurately  determined  its  pofition  under 
its  firft,  and  Procopius  under  its  fecond  appellation  ; as  othervvife 
we  muft  fuppofe  that  the  Greeks,  Romans,  and  Mithridates,  were 
carelefs  of  the  fafety  of  their  fleets,  and  the  merchants  blind  to 
their  own  intereft  ; a degree  of  fcepticifm  beyond  my  portion. 

The  defcription  of  the  country  round  this  city  anfwers  pretty 
nearly  to  that  of  the  whole  peninfula  of  Kerch,  which,  in  general, 
is  a low  flat  country,  very  little  raifed  above  the  level  of  the  fea, 
with  a few  fmall  hills  or  rather  hillocks.  In  fhort,  it  much  refem- 
bles,  in  thefe  refpedts,  the  ifland  of  Taman,  as  it  does  likewife  in 
its  fprings  of  Naphtha  and  Petrolium  (i.  e.  mineral  oil)  ; while  it 
contains  three  of  the  fait  mud  gulphs,  (to  be  defcribed  when  we  vifit 
that  ifland  ,09)  which  occafionally  vomit  out  their  contents  fo  much 
in  the  form  of  volcanic  eruptions,  as  to  be  taken  for  real  volcanos 
by  uninformed  travellers.  Three  valuable  fait  lakes  alfo  belong  to 
the  diflrict  of  Kerch,  called  Mifler,  Staraltfchik,  and  Ouzun,  once 
a fource  of  riches  to  this  city,  while  the  great  fiihery  exifted  on  the 
Macotis,  which  we  {hall  foon  have  an  opportunity  of  mentioning, 
when  we  crofs  the  Straits. 
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From  Jenikal,  the  Nympkccum  of  Strabo  and  Ptolemy, 

which  we  have  left,  and  Jenikal,  whither 
geographers  have  placed  two  other  cities, 
and  the  Tri£tata  of  Ptolemy  ; yet  we  were 
not  only  unable  to  trace  where  they  flood,  but  even  to  conceive  how 
two  cities  could  have  exifled  on  fo  barren  a fpot,  where  we  could 
perceive  no  means  of  fubfiftence  to  draw  men  together  in  municipal 
bodies  ; unlefs  the  population  and  riches  of  Panticapeum  and 
Nymphasum  were  fo  great,  as  to  fupport  manufa6turing  towns  in 
their  neighbourhood,  like  the  great  maritime  places  of  modern 
times.  However,  leaving  fuch  enquiries  to  men  like  the  immortal 
Adam  Smith,  I fhall  proceed  to  the  defcription  of  Jenikal,  where 
we  arrived  without  having  met  with  any  food,  either  for  the  mind 
or  body. 

It  is  at  prefent  little  more  than  what  its  Tartar  name  indicates, 
merely  a fort , called  in  that  language  the  new , to  diftinguifh  it  from 
the  old  fort  at  Kerch  ; both  built,  or  rather  repaired,  by  the  Turks, 
to  command  the  Straits  ; for  Strabo  mentions  the  fort  of  Pantica- 
peum in  his  time. 

This  city,  which  I take  to  be  the  Nymphasum  of  the  laft-men- 
tioned  antient  geographer,  is  fituated  at  the  North  entry  of  the 
Cimmerian  Bolphorus,  and  has  a port,  which,  though  not  equal 
to  that  of  Kerch,  was  once  well  frequented  at  lead  by  merchant- 

fhips. 
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viz.  the  Dia  of  Pliny, 
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fhips.  It  Rands  at  the  bottom  of  a bare  hill,  in  a counra  of  fo 
few  natural  refources,  that  it  is  evident,  that  Jenikal  mull  have 
principally  depended  on  commerce  for  its  fupport,  like  the  city 
which  we  have  juft  left. 

It  has,  however,  one  natural  advantage  over  the  greafxft  part 
of  the  peninfula  of  Kerch  ; which  is,  a plentiful  fupply  of  excellent 
frelh  water. 

Dr.  Pallas  fufpe<5ls,  from  the  fait  mud  eruptions,  atte^ed  with 
heat  and  fmoke,  but  more  efpecially  from  the  fprings  of  Petrolium 
before  mentioned,  that,  although  there  is  no  coal  to  be  found  near 
the  furface  of  the  ground,  there  m’jft  ftill  be  a ftratum  of  that 
mineral  at  a great  depth  in  this  neck  of  land,  and  probably  on  fire. 

With  regard  to  the  remaining  cities  which  antient  geographers 
fpcak  of  in  thefe  parts,  the  Hermifium  of  Pliny  and  Pomponius 
Mela  may,  poftibly,  have  flood  fomewhere  on  the  North  coaft  of 
this  peninfula  of  Kerch,  as  a couple  of  fmall  bays  opening  into  the 
Mxotis,  or  lea  of  Afoff,  may  have  probably  offered  a fite  on  that 
fide  for  feme  trading  town.  But  we  have  ftronger  indications  with 
regard  to  the  Myrmecion  of  Pliny,  Mela,  Sylax,  and  Strabo.  It 
feems  to  have  flood  on  the  extreme  point  of  the  Straits,  on  the  fide 
where  we  now  are,  which  proje6ls  into  the  Mxotis  ; while  the  Par- 
thenium  of  the  fame  geographers  occupied  exactly  the  oppofite 
cape,  on  the  Afiatic  fide  of  the  Bofphorus. 

Before  vve  crofs  over  it,  and  quit  Europe  for  a fhort  time,  I willjuft 
mention  a circumftance  which  tends  to  confirm  the  accounts  given 
us  by  the  antients  of  the  immenfe  commerce  of  the  Taurida  at 
large;  and  which,  I mull  own,  fometimes  ftaggered  my  faith,  on 
feeing  the  fallen  ftate  of  the  fea-ports  that  wx  vifited.  What  I 
allude  to  is,  the  vaft  revenue  that  Mithridates  drew'  from  this 
country  and  its  dependencies,  Tanais  (now  Afoff),  Phanagoria, 
&c.  viz.  20,000  minx  of  corn,  or  720,000  bufhcls ; with  two  talents 
of  filver,  or  200,000  ounces  yearly;  a quantity  of  that  precious 
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metal  which  probably  gave  rife  to  the  antient  perfuafion  that  gold 
and  filver  mines  exifted  in  the  Taurida  : an  opinion  which  we  now 
know  to  be  erroneous,  as  Pallas  could  not  difcover  a trace  of 
metals  in  the  mountains  of  the  peninfula ; and  declares,  that  as  to 
the  precious  metals,  even  their  matrices  are  wanting. 


LETTER  LVI. 


From  Taman,  the  Phanagoria  of  the  Greeks, 


On  the  Eaft  or  Afiatic  fide  of  the  Cimmerian  Bofphorus,  which 
we  have  now  crolfed,  hands  the  ifland  of  Taman,  originally  called 
Cimmerius , when  it  gave  its  name  to  the  Straits  of  which  it  makes 
one  fhore,  till  the  Milefian  colony  that  fettled  here  about  600  years 
before  Chrift110,  changed  it  to  the  Greek  appellation  of  Phana - 
gorla , and  founded  a city  on  it  of  the  fame  name,  which  ever  after- 
wards remained  the  capital ; for  the  Tartars,  in  changing  its  an- 
tient denomination  to  Taman , hill  left  it  its  antient  rank  as  a city, 
and  built  exactly  on  the  antient  fite. 

We  are  told,  that  the  G.reeks,  on  their  arrival  here,  found  a city 
called  Corocondamus  on  the  gulph  of  that  name,  now  the  Liman 
or  gulph  of  the  Cuban  (Cubanfkoy  Liman),  fuppofed  to  have 


1,0  The  learned  Abbe  Bertin,  in  his  excellent  chart  of  antient  hi  dory,  publiflied  lately  in 
London,  when  fpeaking  of  the  emigrations  from  Greece  occalioncd  by  the  invafion  of  the  He- 
jnclidae  1000  ye,ars  before  Chrift,  fays,  they  extended  to  the  coalis  and  iflands  of  Alia  Minor, 
where  many  colonies  were  founded. 


A A 
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been  placed  by  the  Maeotidae,  who  then  poffeffed  the  country,  on 
the  lame  Ipot  where  the  antient  city  of  Cimmerius  once  Hood, 
built  by  the  original  inhabitants,  the  famous  Cimmerii  or  Cimbri, 
according  to  Strabo,  Pliny,  and  Mela  ; a people  noted  for  their 
piracies  in  the  days  of  Homer,  and  in  procefs  of  time  too  well 
known  to  Italy,  and  indeed  to  all  Europe,  after  their  expulfion 
from  this  country  by  the  Tauro-Scythians,  when,  in  their  wav  to 
the  Weft  (where  they  appeared  under  the  name  of  Celts  and  Gauls), 
they  founded  a colony  in  Jutland,  the  Cimbrica  Cherfonefus  of  the 
Antients,  and  then  fpread  like  locuHs  over  France,  Britain,  &c. 
By  the  bye,  my  good  friend,  if  you  fhould  happen  to  have  a little 
Weljh  blood  in  your  veins,  and  not  all  pure  Caledonian,  you  would 
tread  with  reverence  on  this  foil,  the  primitive  abode  of  your  an- 
ceftors  ; for  the  Weljh  are  not  only  called  Gauls  to  this  day  by  their 
brethren  in  France,  but  even  name  themfelves  Cymro , or  Cimme- 
rians, the  real  and  original  appellation  of  their  forefathers  while 
they  were  Hill  here  at  home,  and  before  they  had  been  new-named 
Celts  and  Gauls  in  the  Weftern  countries  of  Europe  rl',  where  the 
ridiculous  cuftom  that  till  lately  obtained  among  us,  feems  to  have 
taken  early  root,  of  feldom  calling  a diftant  people,  prince,  or 
country,  by  their  proper  names  ; a folly  of  which  I have  fhown 
lome  inilances  even  in  this  Tour. 

However,  the  people  whom  the  Greeks  found  here,  and  on  the 
lhores  of  the  Palus  Maeotis,  or  fea  of  Afoff,  were  the  Maeotidte, 
as  the  Roman  geographers  call  them  ; probably  a horde  of  the 
Tauro-Scythians,  the  conquerors  of  the  Cimmerii ; and  we  find 
that,  according  to  the  too  common  practice  of  a polifhed  people 

1,1  Antiquaries  have  likewife  brought  the  Gothic  anceftors  of  the  Swedes  from  this  fame 
country,  under  their  famous  prince  or  leader  Odin,  afterwards  deified  ; and  I find,  that  this  con- 
jecture takes  origin  from  a pafiage  in  the  famous  Iceland  Chronicle,  which  fays,  that  Odin  and 
his  Goths  came  up  from  Jfgarud.  (the  antient  name  for  Afoff)  on  the  Palus  Maeotis  ; but  it 
feems  generally  agreed  by  the  learned,  that  Europe  was  peopled  from  the  difiridt  of  the  Caucafian 
mountains  ; and,  of  courfe,  they  muft  all  have  come  by  nearly  the  fame  road,  and  feem  to  have 
ifi'ued  from  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Maeotis  and  Euxine. 


with 
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with  regard  to  thofe  whom  they  call  barbarians,  the  Milefians  began 
by  feizing  on  their  valuable  fifhery  at  the  mouths  of  the  two  Rhom- 
bitae  XI*  (now  known  by  the  harfh  Tartar  names  of  the  i fchalbafh 
and  BilTac  rivers),  but  more  efpecially  that  at  the  two  mouths  of 
the  Verdanus,  now  the  river  Cuban,  where,  Strabo  fays,  they 
caught  a large  rich  fifh,  of  the  fize  of  a dolphin,  which  he  calls 
Antacaei,  (a  lpecies  of  the-  Acipenfer,  or  fturgeon  of  Linnams) 
with  which  the  laft-mentioned  river  fo  much  abounded,  that  1 fuf- 
pe6t  the  name  of  Antacae,  given  to  the  Verdanus,  or  Cuban,  by 
many  of  the  antients,  was  derived  from  that  circumftance. 

With  regard  to  the  antient  cities  in  this  ifland,  Pliny  mentions 
Cepi,  Hermonaffa,  Stratoclea,  and  the  fort  Acra,  which  the  Greeks 
built  to  command  the  entrance  of  the  lake  Corocondamus,  and 
protedf  their  filhery  ; which  they  further  guarded  by  a number  of 
towers  garrifoned  by  foldiers  placed  at  the  entrance  of  the  Verdanus, 
Rhombites,  &c. 

A moft  curious  objedt  in  this  ifland  was,  the  temple  of  Venus  the 
Jilt;  for  fo  we  may  interpret  Venus  Apataria,  from  Apaic,  deceit; 
and  furely  {he  well  deferved  the  appellation,  if  it  was  under  her 
aulpices  that  the  Greeks  jilted  the  fimple  Masotidae  gradually  out  of 
all  their  means  of  fubfiftence.,  by  rearing  one  tower  after  another, 
on  all  the  fpots  where  the  fifh  were  plenty,  till  the  unfortunate 
natives  were  reduced  to  the  fad  alternative  of  flavery  or  want  ; 
although,  with  the  ufual  fertility  of  Grecian  invention,  they  ac- 
counted for  her  Tauric  cognomen  from  her  having  vanquifhed  the 
giants  in  this  country  by  a ftratagem  taught  her  by  Hercules. 

Strabo  tells  us,  that  this  famous  temple  Rood  in  the  city  of 
Phanagoria,  the  capital  of  the  Afiatic  Bofphorus  ; and  there  feems 
to  have  been  another  in  the  city  of  Achillaeos,  farther  up  to  the 
North,  on  the  fame  fide  of  the  Straits.  They  likewife  founded 
feveral  towns  on  the  Eaft  fhore  of  the  Palus  Maeotis,  fuch  as  the 

*12  Probably  fo  called  from  Rhombus,  a turbot ; that  fiflr  being  caught  in  them. 
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city  of  Achillaeos  juft  mentioned  (although  fome  place  it,  as  faid 
' above,  on  the  Cimmerian  Bofphorus),  with  Gerafum,  Tyrambe, 
and  Paniardis,  built  at  the  three  famous  hilling-places  ; although 
it  is  probable  that  the  hrlt  of  the  three  exilted  before  the  arrival 
of  the  Milehans  ; for  Ptolemy  fpeaks  of  Gerafum  as  a Cimmerian 
village. 

In  advancing  up  the  Maeotis,  we  are  told,  that  the  Greeks,  be- 
fore they  founded  the  city  of  Tanais  (now  Afoff)  on  the  Don,  or 
Tanais  of  the  Antients,  as  their  great  Northern  market  for  the 
Sarmatians,  Scythians,  &c.  firft  founded  the  fettlement  of 
Alopecia,  on  an  ifland  at  its  mouth,  to  command  the  river,  and 
trade  with  the  natives,  while  they  were  employed  on  their  great 
work,  Afoff,  which  foon  fet  the  whole  Scythian  force  at  defiance, 
and  fecured  to  them  the  entire  navigation  of  the  Don. 

To  finilh  what  I mean  to  fay  here,  of  the  Maeotis  during  the 
period  when  it  was  in  the  polfelfion  of  the  Greeks,  I fhall  only  add  the 
names  by  which  it  was  antiently  known,  viz.  Paludus  Cimmeriae, 
from  the  firft  polfelfors  ; then  Palus  Maeotis,  from  the  fecond  ; and, 
laftly,  Mater  Ponti  Euxini,  a name  probably  given  it  by  the  Greeks, 
from  an  idea  that  the  Black  Sea  took  its  origin  here.  It  was  alfo 
called  by  fome  Palus  Sarmati,  and  Scythica  Stagna  ; though  I fuf- 
pe£t  that  this  laft  appellation  was  rather  intended  for  the  Dead,  or 
Putrid  Seas,  to  either  of  which  it  is  more  applicable. 

1 fhall  now  take  my  leave  for  this  evening,  with  giving  you  the 
antient  meafurement  of  the  Maeotis.  The  antients  made  its  circum- 
ference 8000  ftades,  or  1000  miles  ; and  its  length  375  geographic 
miles,  from  the  North  entrance  of  the  Bofphorus  to  the  Don. 

Adieu. 
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PhANAGORIA,  we  are  aflured  by  Dion  "* 

Cadi  us  and  Appian,  was  among  the  fir  ft 
cities  that  revolted  from  Mithridates 1,4 ; 

probably  owing  to  another  of  his  Ions  commanding  in  the  fort  of 
the  ifland,  who  might  be  in  a league  with  his  two  brothers  in  the 
Taurida,  in  favour  of  the  Romans,  who  had  the  addrefs  to  ftir  up 
the  children  againft  the  unfortunate  father. 

Appian  tells  us,  that  the  old  King  wifhing  to  throw  a garrifoii 
into  that  city,  after  having  taken  refuge  in  his  Bofphoric  capital, 
Panticapeos,  on  his  laft  defeat  by  Pompey,  fent  over  Tryphon,  a 
favourite  eunuch,  to  arrange  the  bufinefs ; but,  Tryphon  being 
killed  by  one  of  the  magiftrates  named  Caftor,  on  fome  real  or  pre- 
tended affront,  the  latter  engaged  the  citizens  to  fly  to  arms,  who 
not  only  refufed  to  admit  any  of  their  fovereign’s  troops,  blit  even 
attacked  the  fort  commanded  by  his  fon  Artaphernus,  when  the 
traitor  gave  hi mfelf  up,  with  fome  of  his  younger  brothers,  whom 
the  unhappy  father  had  placed  there  probably  for  fafety.  But  his 
heroic  After  Cleopatra,  the  moment  the  bafe  coward  was  gone, 

1,3  Probably  a head  of  Pan,  with  the  Scythian  bow  and  arrow  j a common  emblem  on  Scythio- 
Grecian  medals.  This  is  the  only  coin  of  Phanagoria  yet  found,  and  is  given  by  Mr.  Pellerin  in 
the  2d  vol.  (Plate  38,  Fig.  1)  of  his  “ Recueil  de  Medaillesde  Pettple  et  de  Villes-." 

114  We  find  that  Phanagoria  was  afterwards  particularly  honoured  and  diltinguilhed  by  the 
Romans  for  this  very  a&  of  treafon  j which  republicans  feem  in  all  ages  to  have  encouraged  when 
the  perfon  betrayed  was  a king. 

fhut 
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ftiut  the  gates  and  held  out  (till  Mithridates  had  time  to  fend  a 
veffei  to  carry  her  off),  rather  than  fall  into  the  hands  of  rebels. 

Phanagoria  again  claims  our  attention,  during  the  Middle  Ages, 
*is  a Ruffian  principality  under  the  name  of  Tmutaracan . 

It  is  a curious  hiftoric  fact,  that  this  principality,  although  fo 
often  mentioned  by  the  Ruffian  Chronicles,  was  yet  fo  compleatly 
forgotten,  from  the  fubfequent  conqueft  of  the  countries  by  the 
Tartars,  that  for  fome  ages  not  one  of  the  Ruffian  writers  could 
alcertain  its  pofition,  or  tell,  where  it  flood,  although  always  obliged 
to  mention  it  as  one  of  the  podcffions  of  the  imperial  crown  during 
the  Middle  Ages  ; a fact  of  which  the  reader  may  convince  himfelf 
by  only  looking  into  Mr.  Levefque,  the  laft  and  heft  foreign  his- 
torian of  this  empire,  as  I again  call  him,  who  bad  carefully  con- 
fulted  all  the  national  authors  in  vain  for  the  pofition  of  Tmuta- 
racan.  This  long-loft  principality,  however,  has  at  laft  been  dis- 
covered in  the  following  accidental  manner,  after  having  baffled  all 
the  learned  inquiries  of  the  Ruffian  literati. 

About  two  years  ago,  a Mr.  Pouftoufkin,  Capitain  of  the  Ruffian 
navy,  in  landing  on  this  ifland  a colony  of  what  are  called  the 
Black  Sea  Coffaks,  obferved  a large  ftone  of  about  a fathom  long, 
of  white  marble,  bearing  an  infcription  in  the  old  Ruffian  lan- 
guage, which  the  foldiers  in  garrifon  had  dug  out  of  fome  ruins, 
near  the  prefent  fort  of  Taman,  built  nearly  on  the  fite  of  the  an- 
tient  city  of  Phanagoria.  The  men  were  ufmg  it  as  a threfhold  to 
temporary  barracks  of  their  own  conftruction. 

Mr.  Pouftoufkm  conveyed  this  precious  Ruffian  relick,  fo  unex- 
pectedly found  on  an  ifland  fo  long  in  the  poffeffion  of  Turks  and 
Tartars,  to  his  commander  at  Sebaftapol  (the  worthy  and  enlight- 
ened Admiral  Mordwinof,  who  does  fo  much  honour  to  his  cloth 
and  country)  ; where  the  Phanagoric  marble  was  found  to  record, 
that,  in  the  year  1068,  Gleb,  Prince  of  Tmutaracan,  meafured  the 
diftance  between  his  capital  (of  the  fame  name)  and  Kretchevac,  or 
Kerch,  over  the  ice,  and  found  it  8054  fathoms,  or  16  Ruffian  verfts, 

exa6tly 
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exactly  the  meafurement  of  Strabo,  mentioned  in  my  letters  from 
Kerch,  who  likewife  afeertained  the  diftance  between  Panticapeum 
and  Phanagoria. 

A Drawing. of  this  curious  monument,  which  feems  to  have  been 
inlerted  in  a wall,  from  three  of  its  Tides  being  polifhed  and  the 
fourth  rough,  (See  Plate  II.  Fig.  yS)  having  been  fent  toMr.de 
Poufkin,  director  of  the  Imperial  academy  of  arts,  he  laid  it  before 
her  Imperial  Majeftv,  who  ordered  the  venerable  record  of  an  im* 
portant  fa£t  to  be  carefully  conveyed,  back  to  the  fpot  where  it  was 
found,  and  a wooden  (hade  to  be  built  over  it,  to  prevent  its  re.*- 
ceiving  any  injury  from  the  weather,. 

For  my  own  part,  1 cannot  help  thinking  that  this  (tone,  now  fo 
ufetul  in  afeertaining  the  pofition  of  a long  loft  province,  was  ori- 
ginally erected,  not  fo  much  for  marking  the  diftance  between  the 
two  famous  cities,  which  both  the  Greeks  and  Romans  had  done 
before,  as  to  record  the  extraordinary  phenomenon  of  the  conge- 
lation of  the  Cimmerian  Bofphorus,  confidering  its  current  in  the 
latitude  of  450  and  fome  minutes  north  ; more  elpecially  as,  in  doing 
fo,  he  followed  the  pradlice  of  the  Byzantine  writers,  who  were  in 
the  habit  of  recording,  as  an  event  worthy  of  hiftory,  every  extras 
ordinary  congelation  of  the  Euxine  ; and,  as  a few  of  thefe,  joined 
with  what  I have  already  laid  of  the  Spring,  Summer,  and  Winter 
plants  of  the  Taurida,  may  give  you  an  idea  of  the  climate  of  this 
country,  and  make  up  in  fome  meafure  for  the  want  of  thermo- 
metrical  oblervations,  which  I had  neither  time  norleifure  to  make, 
I fhall  here  quote  two  or  three  of  them. 

The  molt  remarkable  account  of  a.  fevere,  froft  in  the  Euxine  is 
recorded  by  Cedrenus,  vol.  II  page  464,  and  in  Zotiaras,  vol.  II. 
page  109.;  who  fay,  that  in  the  23d  year  of  Conftantinus  Coproni- 
mus  (fo  called  from  having  defiled  the  facred  fount  while  being 
baptifed),  or  in  the  beginning  of  October  763,  the  Euxine  was  fo 
ftrongly  frozen,  that  loads  were  tranfported  with  carts  and  horfes 
from  Kozaria  (the  Taurida)  to  Melembria  in  Thrace  (Romani); 

as 
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as  like  wife  from  Conftantinople  to  Chrifopolis  (Scutari) ; while 
Theophanes  tells  us,  that,  on  the  breaking-up  of  the  Euxine  this 
fame  winter,  mountains  of  ice  and  fnow  were  driven  by  the  wind 
through  the  Thracian  Bofphorus  with  fuch  force,  as  to  damage  the 
walls  of  Conftantinople  ; and  that  he  himfelf,  with  30  others, 
pa  (Ted  thole  Straits  on  one  of  thefe  floating  iflands. 

Here  is  an  inflance,  not  only  of  a remarkably  fevere  Winter  to 
which  this  climate  is  occaflonally  fubjedt,  but  of  its  beginning  fo 
early  as  the  JirJi  days  of  Ottober,  while  the  German  merchant,  to 
whom  I was  obliged  for  the  anecdote  of  the  fair  Circaflian  virgin, 
and  feveral  others,  mentions  his  having  driven  over  the  ice,  from 
Ochakoff  .to  Kinburn,  on  the  4th  of  February  1769;  fo  that  the 
duration  of  the  Winter  here  is  likewife  fometimes  very  conflderable. 

I cannot  help  remarking,  that  thefe  inftances  of  fevere  Winters 
on  the  Euxine  juftify  the  lamentations  of  poor  Ovid,  (which  I could 
not  help  fmiling  at  in  my  own  houfe  at  Peterfburg,  in  the  latitude 
of  60 north),  who  bitterly  complains  in  a letter  to  Veftalis  at 
Rome,  that  not  only  the  Euxine  was  frozen,  but  even  the  wine  that 
he  was  going  to  drink  ; a circumftance  that  does  notfo  much  afflict 
you  and  I every  Winter-  However,  as  all  thefe  things  are  com- 
parative, it  was  but  natural  for  a citizen  of  Rome  to  look  upon  a 
country  as  Hyperborean,  to  which  1 flew  as  a warm  climate,  and 
have  adtually  found  it  fo  in  the  recovery  of  my  health- 

You  will  certainly  think,  after  this  long  inquiry  into  theTauric 
climate,  which  the  Phanagorian  record  led  me  into.,  that  1 have  for- 
gotten the  difcovery  it  occafioned  of  the  long-loft  Tmutaracan  ; but 
there  you  are  miftaken ; for  I intend  making  that  Ruffian  princi- 
pality the  fubject  of  my  next.  So  adieu  for  the  prefent. 
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LETTER  LVIII. 


From  the  RuJJian  Principality  of  Tmutaracan. 

Tmuta  RAC  AN,  we  are  told,  both  by  Neftor  and  the  Byzan- 
tine hiftorian  Cedrenus,  (Vol.  11.  p.  464,)  was  annexed  to  the 
crown  of  Ruffia  by  Sviatoflaf  I.  father  of  Vladimar  the  Great,  in 
9 65,  when  he  conquered  the  Kozares,  and  took  their  capital, 
Sarkel  on  the  Donetz,  with  the  cities  Jafof  and  Kofogof,  fituated 
below  the  antient  Tanais,  now  Afoff,  together  with  nine  Volofti, 
as  Neftor  calls  them,  much  farther  down,  on  either  fide  of  the 
Verdanus,  now  the  river  Cuban. 

The  Ruffian  dynafty  of  this  long-loft  province  confifted  of  fix 
Princes. 

The  fir  ft  was  its  conqueror,  Sviatoflaf  I.  who  never  rcfided 
here. 

The  fecond  was  his  fon,  Vladimar  I.  furnamed  the  Great,  who 
being,  like  his  father,  Great  Duke  of  Kieff,  could  not,  of  courfe, 
refide  there  without  negledting  his  principal  throne. 

The  third  was  Mftiflaf,  feventh  fon  of  Vladimar,  to  whofe  por- 
tion Tmutaracan  fell  in  the  divifion  which  that  prince  made  of  his 
dominions  among  his  ten  fons  ; the  fatal  meafure  which  introduced 
thofe  deadly  feuds  among  the  princes  of  the  blood  of  Ruffia,  and  fo 
long  kept  them  weak,  divided,  and  flaves  to  the  Golden  Horde  of 
Tartars. 
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This  Mdidaf  who  was  the  fil'd  of  the  Ruffian  princes  that  refided 
intheifland,  fignalized  his  reign  by  rendering  the  Kozares  tributary 
to  his  principality,  and  by  killing  in  fingle  combat  Redda,  Prince 
of  the  Kafogi11*,  as  Ncdor  calls  them,  who  inhabited  the  country 
of  the  Don  Coffiaks,  and  probably  might  be  their  ancedors : this 
defeat  of  their  chief,  led  to  the  complete  overthrow  of  his  army. 

The  fourth  was  Jarofiaf  I.  Great  Duke  of  Ruffia,  who  of  courfe 
lived  in  Kieff,  and  governed  this  idand  by  a deputy. 

The  fifth  was  Sviatofiaf  II.  who  likewife  remained  at  his  capital, 
Kieff. 

The  fixth  and  lad  was  Gleb , the  very  prince  who  erected  the 
monument  lately  found  in  Phanagoria,  and  which  led  to  the  dif- 
covery  that  Tmutaracan  was  fituated  in  this  idand.  Gleb  mounted 
the  throne  of  this  principality  in  1059;  but  was  driven  from  his 
heritage  by  Rodidaf,  Prince  of  Vladimar ; and  though  reindated 
by  his  father  Sviatofiaf  II.  Great  Duke  of  Kieff,  dill  Rodiflaf  found 
means  to  fupplant  him  a fecond  time,  and  actually  kept  poffeffion 
of  the  idand  till  1065,  when  he  was  poifoned  by  a Greek,  fent,  as 
was  fuppofed,  from  Cherfon  ; the  rapid  conqueds  of  this  bold  and 
fortunate  ufurper  having  alarmed  that  Republic  for  its  own  fafety, 
although  they  denied  the  fact,  'and,  according  to  the  Ruffian 
Chronicle,  doned  the  affaffin  to  death,  to  cover  their  guilt.  At  any 
rate,  the  event  left  the  throne  once  more  vacant  for  the  lawful 
fovereign,  who  remounted  it  a third  time,  and  erected  the  marble 
record  of  his  meafurement  of  the  Bofphorusin  1068,  jud  three  years 
after  his  redoration. 

Here  ends  the  Ruffian  dynady  of  this  idand  ; although  we  find 
Nedor  fpeaking  afterwards  of  a Ruffian  Prince  Oleg,  fon  of  Sviato- 

ITS  The  Kafogi  of  Nettor’s  Chronicle  feem  to  have  been  the  Koffaks,  as  we  now  call  them  ; 
and  the  duel  of  1022  between  Mftiflaf  and  Redda  was,  according  to  Neftor,  a wreftling  match, 
in  which  the  Ruffian  prince,  having  thrown  down  the  Koffak,  ftabbed  him  with  his  knife  while 
lying  on  the  ground  ■,  and  ere6ted  a church  to  the  Virgin,  for  the  victory,  in  the  itlaud  of  Taman, 
which  Rill  lubfifted  when  the  Chronicle  fpeaks  of  the  duel. 
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flaf,  Grand  Duke  of  KiefF,  being  kidnapped,  while  failing  in  a 
pleafure-boat,  and  carried  from  Tmutaracan  to  Conflantinople  in 
1079  (which  mud  have  been  at  the  very  time  when  the  famous  chro- 
nologift  was  writing) ; but  being  releafed  in  1082,  on  his  getting 
back,  he  put  all  the  Kozares  to  death  who  had  a hand  in  the  plot  of 
carrying  him  off. 

This  mud  have  been  Oleg,  brother  to  Gleb,  probably  on  a vifit 
here  ; and  it  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  the  Greek  Emperor  did 
not  keep  him  there  for  life,  as  he  was  an  infamous  chara6ter,  who 
brought  much  mifchief  on  Ruflia,  by  calling  in  the  deflru&ive 
Polovtfi  to  lay  wade  his  native  country,  and  fatisfy  his  revenge. 


LETTER  LIX. 


■From,  Phanagoria. 

If  you  are  under  any  apprehenfion,  from  our  long  Ray  here,  that 
I have  taken  a particular  liking  to  this  ifland,  I hope  that  the  ac- 
count I am  going  to  give  you  of  its  modern  Rate  will  remove  it, 
unlefs  you  have  a worfe  opinion  of  my  taRe  than  I flatter  myfelf  it 
merits. 

The  ifland  of  Taman,  to  which  Catharine  II.  reflored  its  antient 
name  of  Phanagoria,  is,  as  Dr.  Pallas  very  juflly  fays,  a flat  country, 
but  little  elevated  above  the  level  of  the  Sea  ; containing  a few  hills, 
or  rather  hillocks,  for  they  are  rather  too  low  and  fmall  to  merit 
the  firR  appellation.  The  foil  is  compofed  of  Rrata  probably  de- 
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pofited  by  the  Sea  (which,  indeed,  feems  to  have  formed  the  whole 
ifland),  as  it  is  made  up  of  fand,  marl,  and  fea-fhells,  mixed  with 
a muddy  ore  of  iron,  while  the  fhells  are  fometimes  filled  with  cry- 
ftallized  red  felenite  ; it  mull:  however  be  acknowledged,  that  if  the 
whole  be  a prcfent  from  Neptune,  as  our  learned  naturalift  fufpects, 
it  is  a good  fample  of  the  bed  of  the  Euxine,  and  a very  fertile  lpot, 
though  it  was  fadly  neglected  before  the  colony  of  Black  Sea  Cofiaks 
mentioned  in  a former  Letter  fettled  here,  who  are  introducing  a 
breed  of  horfes,  and  attempting  to  rear  horned  cattle  of  the  large 
Ukraine  kind. 

As  to  the  capital,  very  little  of  either  the  Greek  or  Tartar  city 
remains,  (the  one  built  on  the  fite  of  the  other)  although  the 
ruins  of  both  ftill  fhow,  that  it  mult  have  been  formerly  equally 
large  and  magnificent ; indeed  its  port,  once  the  refort  of  all  the 
{hips  coming  from  the  Palus  Maeotis,  muff  have  greatly  contri- 
buted to  its  riches  and  profperity,  in  fpiteof  its  infecurity  in  winter, 
during  which  feafon,  it  is  probable,  theveffels  retired  to  Panticapeos, 
as  they  ftill  do  to  Kerch. 

The  fort  is  the  principal  objedt  here  at  prefent  in  an  entire  Rate  ; 
although  1 make  no  doubt,  that,  if  government  lhould  give  pro- 
tection and  countenance  to  the  new  colony,  Phanagoria  may  re- 
cover a part  of  its  antient  population  and  commerce,  as  its  fifheries 
and  paftures  will  furnifh  not  only  food  to  the  inhabitants,  but  ar- 
ticles alio  of  barter  and  trade. 

As  to  the  modern  topography  of  the  ifland,  the  lake  Corocon- 
damus  of  the  Antients,  fo  called  from  a city  of  the  fame  name  on  its 
bank,  is  now  the  Cubanfkoy  Liman,  or  Cuban  Lake  ; and  I fufpedt 
that  the  city~and  lake  of  Temruk  took  both  their  names  from  the 
Prince  Temruk,  of  the  Cuban  Circaffians,  who  became  father  in 
law  to  the  Ruffian  Emperor  Ivan  Vafilivitch  in  con.equence  of  his 
fair  daughter,  Maria,  having,  while  lhe  was  his  hoftage  in  Mofcow, 
captivated  the  heart  of  that  monarch  to  fuch  a degree  that  he  fo- 
lemnly  married  her  in  1560  ; and  we  find  him  in  t 565  fending  a 
{mail  army  to  the  affiftance  of  her  father  Prince  Temruk,  under  the 
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Command  of  a General  DafhkofF,  probably  the  anceftor  of  the  pre- 
fent  noble  family  of  that  name. 

There  is  little  more,  in  my  opinion,  worth  notice  at  prefent  in 
this  ifland,  independent  of  the  antient  ruins,  now,  alas  ! fadly  dimi- 
nilhed  through  the  conftant  ufe  of  them  in  other  buildings  by  a fuccef- 
fion  of  barbarians  who  have  occupied  the  fpot  fince  the  days  of  the 
Greeks  and  Romans.  However,  Brigadier  Woilant,  the  tameable 
engineer  to  whom  we  are  obliged  for  the  difcovery  of  Ovid’s  tomb, 
and  who,  among  his  other  profeflional  works  on  the  Euxine,  is 
charged  with  the  conftrudlion  of  this  fort,  allures  me  that  he  formerly 
faw  l'ome  fine  columns,  two  or  three  fathoms  long,  of  Paros  mar- 
ble, in  the  ruins  of  Phanagoria,  with  fome  cololTal  figures  of  lions, 
&c.  of  exquifite  workmanfihip.  In  fhort,  after  the  accounts  that  I 
have  received  from  people  of  credit  in  different  parts  of  the  Taurida, 
relative  to  the  ruins  which  exifted  fome  years  ago  on  the  very  fhores 
of  the  Euxine  that  we  have  been  furveying,  as  thofe  of  Olbia, 
Axiaca,  Cherfon,  Theodofia,  Panticapeum,  Phanagoria,  &c.  I 
muft  regret  that  I did  not  make  this  Tour  in  my  teens  ; when  I 
fhould  probably  have  been  able  to  give  you  a better  account  of  them, 
than  1 can  now  collect  from  oral  tradition10. 

1 iliall  now  take  my  leave  of  Phanagoria,  after  giving  you  in  my 
next  the  circumftantial  account  which  you  defire  of  the  extraordi- 
nary natural  phenomenon  that  was  imperfedtly  defcribed  in  a letter 
from  the  Chevalier  de  Bern  before  I left  home. 

In  the  mean  time  adieu,  till  I confult  your  friend  Dr.  Pallas,  in 
order  to  treat  the  fubjedt  with  fufiicient  accuracy  for  the  ufe  that  I 
know  you  will  make  of  it ; as,  no  doubt,  it  will  furnilh  a memoir'17 
to  fome  one  of  the  learned  focieties  of  which  you  area  member. 

1,6  Long  after  this  letter  was  written,  the  Editor  was  fuppliedby  the  liberality  of  the  Imp.  Aca- 
demy of  Sciences  with  the  fpecies  of  information  which  our  Traveller  regrets  fo  much  her  inability 
to  furnilh;  fo  that  the  Reader  will  find,  in  the  Supplement  (Letter XCIV.)  an  account  of  the 
antient  Monuments,  Inferiptions,  &c.  wanting  in  the  Lady’s  Letters. 

II?  The  Editor  did  as  his  fair  Correfpondent  fuppofed,  and  fent  a paper  on  the  lubject  to  the 
Royal  Society  of  London ; for  which  he  was  honoured  with  a letter  of  thanks. 


LETTER 


LETTER  LX. 


From  the  Mount  Kouhou  Oka,  in  the  ijland  of  Phanagoria, 
the  feat  of  the  late  Volcano. 


In  February  1794.,  the  inhabitants  of  Phanagoria,  and  of  the 
European  fide  of  the  Cimmerian  Bofphorus,  were  furprifed  and 
alarmed  by  a volcano  of  a new  fpecies,  which  burd  fuddenly  from 
a hill  called  Koukou  Oba,  fituated  to  the  North  of  the  gulph  of 
Taman,  of  which  I fend  you  a coloured  Drawing,  as  well  as  of 
the  ifland  at  large. 

The  explofion  was  attended  by  a noife  like  thunder,  a thick 
fmoke  and  gerbe  of  fire,  that  laded  about  half  an  hour ; not 
unlike  the  artificial  fire-work  of  that  name  fo  often  exhibited  at 
public  rejoicings  in  Ruflia,  but  upon  a much  larger  and  grander 
fcale.  The  fmoke,  however,  and  boiling  up  of  matter,  with  oc- 
cafional  explofions,  continued  till  the  next  day  ; when,  indead  of 
lava , the  ordinary  erupted  matter  of  all  other  mountains,  a vaft 
dream  of  [alt  mud  burd  forth,  and  ran  down  the  fide  of  the  hill 
to  the  plain  below,  in  fix  didindd  channels,  from  three  to  five  yards 
deep,  making  in  all  about  a hundred  thoufand  cubic  fathoms.  By 
the  month  of  July  all  thefe  fix  dreams  were  dry  at  the  furface, 
which  was  uneven  and  cracked  like  a parched  clay  foil  in  dimmer ; 
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and  in  July,  when  Dr.  Pallas  vifited  it,  the  crater  was  (hut  up 
with  dried  mud,  infomuch  that  it  could  be  walked  over  without 
danger,  although  a frightful  boiling,  dill  heard  in  the  bowels  of 
the  hill,  fhowcd  that  all  was  not  yet  fo  quiet  within  as  without. 

The  mud  thrown  out  by  this  and  all  the  other  hot  gulphs,  which 
are  numerous  in  the  ifland,  is  a loofe  homogeneous  argilla,  or  clay, 
of  a cindery  blue  colour,  mixed  with  fhining  particles  of  mica,  or 
marine  glafsv,  and  fragments  of  marly,  fandy,  and  calcareous 
fchiftus,  or  date,  in  a fmall  proportion,  which  feem  to  have  been 
torn  from  Strata  above  the  focus  of  the  eruption  in  its  padage  up- 
wards ; whdft  fome  brilliant  cryftalized  pyrites  flicking  in  the  date 
fhow  that  the  heat  applied  to  the  ftrata  which  contained  them  was 
not  very  intenfe  ; and  in  faCt  the  erupted  matter  was  merely  warm, 
inftead  of  boiling-hot,  as  might  have  been  expected  from  the  phe- 
nomena ; fo  that  the  dame  which  appeared  at  firft  was  probably  only 
produced  by  the  ignition  of  fome  indammable  air,  or  gas,  contained 
in  quantity  in  the  fait  mud,  and  which  feems  to  have  occafioned 
the  eruption. 

Every  circumftance  and  appearance  in  this  lingular  fpecies  of 
volcano  confpires  to  prove,  that  the  centre  of  aClion  was  below 
the  fea  ; and  the  DoCtor  hazards  the  following  conjecture  on  this 
fubjeCt. 

The  numerous  fprings  of  Naphtha,  or  Petrolium 1IS,  in  this 
idand  and  the  peninfula  of  Kerch,  make  it  probable  that  a flratum 
of  coal  lying  far  below  the  furface  of  the  earth,  as  hinted  in  a for- 

118  This  is  the  mineral  oil  which  fuftained  the  everlafting  fire  of  the  Perfians,  and  does  fo  ftill 
in  fome  places  where  the  old  adorers  of  that  element  ftill  exift  •,  but  the  progrefs  of  knowledge 
has  now  done  away  the  marvellous  from  this  natural  phenomenon  ; as  we  know  that,  in  any  piece 
of  ground  where  fprings  of  Naphtha  or  Petroleum  obtain,  by  merely  flicking  an  iron  tube  in  the 
earth,  and  applying  a light  to  the  upper  end,  the  mineral  oil  will  burn  till  the  tube  is  decompofcd, 
or  for  a vaft  number  of  years ; this  kind  of  tube  the  Perfian  idolaters  inclofe  in  a ftone  hut  open* 
at  top,  as  the  temple  of  their  God, 
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mer  letter119,  has  been  for  fome  ages  on  fire,  and  very  poflibly  oc- 
cafions  the  vapour  which  fo  often  covers  Taman  120  in  calm  weather. 

When,  therefore,  the  fea  (fays  Pallas)  finds  an  entrance,  from 
any  caufe,  into  thefe  burning  cavities,  it  is  natural  to  fuppofe  that 
it  will  be  converted  into  vapour,  which,  with  the  ignited  inflam- 
mable gas,  muft  buift  through  the  upper  ftrata'to  find  vent  in  the 
open  air.  The  opening  once  made,  the  elaflic  gas  contained  in 
the  mud  (which  the  Doctor  thinks  is  probably  only  a mixture  of 
coal  allies,  bituminous  flate,  and  fea  water),  muft  make  it  froth 
up  and  run  over  ; while  the  upper  itrata,  (battered  with  the  firft 
explofion,  muft  fall  down  into  the  boiling  cauldron  to  augment 
the  quantity  of  erupted  matter,  till  the  accidental  caufe  ceafes 
that  produced  the  whole  phenomenon.  Adieu  ; and  give  me  credit 
for  Rating  your  friend’s  opinions  fo  exactly  on  this  curious  fubject. 

[A  Chart  of  the  Island  of  Phanagoria,  with  a Represen- 
tation of  the  Eruption  defcribed  in  this  Letter,  is  annexed.] 

"3  Letter  LV. 

110  This  conttant  vapour  would  almoft  make  us  fufpedt  that  it  had  given  a name  to  the  ifland ; 
as  Tuman  means  a fog,  or  vapour,  in  the  Sclavonic  language,  which  was  fpoken  by  the  Sarmati, 
the  antient  inhabitants  of  thefe  countries.  This,  however,  is  merely  an  idea  thrown  out  en  pojjant, 
as  the  Tartar  name  feems  naturally  derived  from  Tamaracan,  by  which  it  was  known  to  the 
Byzantine  authors. 
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From  the  old  city  of  Crim,  the  Tauric  Cimmerium 
of  Strabo  and  Ptolemy. 

Having  fatisfied  our  curiofity  in  what  the  antients  called  the 
AJiatic  Bofphorus,  we  re-croiTed  the  Straits  to  the  European  fide  of 
that  antient  kingdom,  and  flopped  a moment  at  Kerch,  on  our  way 
to  the  antient  capital  of  the  Taurida,  and  Cimmerium  of  Strabo 
and  Ptolemy,  called  EJki  or  Starvi  Krim  in  the  language  of  the  Tar- 
tars; both  of  which  epithets  mean  old  Krim;  the  fame  city  that 
was  known  to  the  Byzantine  writers  in  the  Middle  Ages  by  the 
names  of  Karea  and  Kareonopolis. 

On  our  way  hither,  about  120  verfts  from  Kerch,  we  faw  fome 
pretty  villages,  particularly  two,  Kiflave  and  Kargeus,  well  fituated. 
in  a fertile  country ; which  brought  to  my  mind  an  affertion  of 
Strabo  in  his  7th  book,  that  from  Theodocia  to  Panticapeum,  a 
diftance  of  800  ftades,  or  170  verfts,  the  country  abounded  with 
corn  and  villages  ; which  is  partly  the  cafe  even  now,  fuppofing 
that  he  meant  the  diredt  inland  road,  and  did  not  make  the  tour  of 
the  coaft,  as  he  generally  does  in  his  geography  of  the  Cimmerian 
Bofphorus. 

In  coming  out  of  the  fmaller  into  the  greater  peninfula  lz\  we 
left  the  fort  of  Arabat,  the  Heraclum  of  the  Antients,  to  the  right, 

at 

111  The  fmall  peninfula  of  Kerch  is  fepavated  from  the  great  peninfula  of  Cherfonefus  Taurica, 
by  an  antient  deep  and  wide  trench  like  that  at  Perecop,  which,  probably,  once  defended  the 
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at  the  extremity  of  the  Putrid  Sea,  which  feems  to  have  been  a place 
of  ftrength  even  in  the  time  of  Mithridates,  if  the  tradition  of 
the  country  be  right  in  faying  that  his  rebellious  fon  Machares  re- 
tired thither  from  his  father’s  wrath,  and  met  the  death  he  fo  richly 
defer ved,  as  related  in  a former  Letter  2h 

Nothing  more  worth  notice  occurred  in  this  day’s  journey  till  we 
arrived  here  at  the  Old  Crim  ; a name  to  which  few  cities  can  have 
a better  claim,  if  it  was,  as  it  is  fuppofed  to  have  been,  the  capital 
of  the  Tauric  divifion  of  the  Cymbri,  as  Phanagoria  was  of  the 
Afiatic. 

The  choice,  which  they  made  of  an  inland  capital,  while  fo 
many  fine  maritime  cities  were  in  their  option,  feems  to  indicate, 
that  the  Tauric  Horde  of  that  antient  people  were  rather* (hepherds 
and  cultivators,  than  filhermen  and  pirates,  like  their  brethren  of 
Phanagoria  and  the  lhores  of  the  Masotis. 

The  modern  town  is  charmingly  fituated  (on  the  fite  of  the  antient, 
as  fuppofed),  at  the  foot  of  the  Mons  Cimmerius  of  the  Antients, 
a high  infulated  mountain  of  the  calcareous  chain  now  called 
Aghirmich. 

How  much  mull:  this  antient  city  have  buffered  from  the  late 
wars,  when  we  find  that  the  French  Conful  Peyffonnel  faw  here,  fo 
late  as  about  the  middle  of  this  century,  not  only  feveral  monu- 
ments of  the  Genoefe  fplendour  during  the  Middle  Ages,  but  even 
fome  works  of  antiquity,  which  have  now  all  difappeared,  and  left 
to  the  Old  Crim  little  elfe  befide  its  fine  fituation  to  recommend  it. 

The  filk-worm  feems  to  have  chofen  this  charming  and  quiet  re- 
treat for  its  elegant  induftry  ; as  we  found  a vail  number  of  thefe 
little  infebts  bufily  employed  in  fpinning  their  lhining  threads  under 

kingdom  of  Bofphorus  againft  the  Cherfonites.  This  trench  is  much  infefted  with  the  mortal 
crab  lpider,  the  Phalangium  Aranaeoides,  or  Builtarho  of  the  Crim  Tartars ; whole  bite  is  death,, 
if  the  wound  be  not  inftantly  fcarified  and  rubbed  with  frefli  butter;  a proof  that  animal  oil  is 
an  antidote  againft  reptile  venom,  as  well  as  vegetable , long  known  to  be  fo  from  the  experi- 
ments publilhed  by  the  Royal  Society  of  London  many  years  ago. 
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the  care  of  an  Italian  Count  Parma,  fent  thither  on  purpofe  by  the 
Ruffian  government ; but  who  complained,  that  his  little  labourers, 
though  fufficiently  favoured  with  the  foftering  funfhine  of  heaven 
in  that  climate,  ftill  wanted  a little  court  funfhine  to  make  them 
profper.  In  fhort,  we  found,  on  converfing  with  this  very  amiable 
and  zealous  gentleman,  who  feemed  to  have  the  fuccefs  of  his  little 
colony  much  at  heart,  that  for  want  of  a fufficient  number  of  atten- 
dants, and  fundry  other  neceffaries,  his  fine  plantation  of  the 
Tartarian  Mulberry  (Morus  Tatarica)  flourilhed  in  vain,  although 
adequate  to  the  fupport  of  a manufactory  that  might  be  of  fome 
ufe  to  the  Mofcovv  looms  ; whereas,  at  prefent,  it  was  a mere  play- 
thing, more  fuited  to  the  kingdom  of  Lilliput,  than  to  the  Great 
Empire  of  Ruffia. 

Such,  my  good  friend,  are  the  revolutions  on  this  globe,  that  I 
am  reduced  to  the  neceffity  of  filling  with  the  hiftory  of  a few 
filk-worms  my  Letter  from  a city  that  once  gave  its  name  of  Crim 
Tartary,  or  Crimea,  to  the  whole  peninfula  of  the  Taurida,  after 
having,  under  the  name  of  Cimmerium  (of  which  Peylfonell  fhows 
that  Crim  is  only  a Tartar  corruption),  held  the  firft  rank  as  the  ca- 
pital of  a famous  people  who  antiently  gave  laws  to  the  belt  part  of 
Europe,  and  were,  for  any  thing  I know  to  the  contrary,  not  only 
your  own  anceflors,  but  likewife  thofe  of  your  Gallic  Spoule, 

M.  G. 

P.  S.  Remember,  that  your  prefent  war  is  only  with  the  Franks, 
not  with  us  Gauls,  whom  they  conquered  and  opprefted.  I forgot 
to  mention,  that,  as  we  are  told  that  the  Tazus  of  Ptolemy  Rood 
to  the  North  Weft  of  Cimmerium,  I have  placed  it,  in  my  Map, 
on  the  river  Bulganak,  which  appears  to  me  to  be  the  pofition 
afiigned  to  it  by  that  antient  geographer. 
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From  Karafulaxar,  the  Portacra  of  the  Antients. 

X NOW  addrefs  you  from  the  Tartar  city  of  Karafubazar,  which 
means  the  market  on  the  Karafou,  or  Black  River,  in  the  language 
of  its  late  mafters ; and  am  forry  that  I have  found  nothing  on  our 
way  hither  from  Efki  Crim,  our  laR  Ration,  to  entertain  you  with* 
except  the  numberlefs  beauties  of  this  romantic  and  pi<Rurefque 
country,  fo  often  repeated  and  felt  in  this  Tour;  which  if  your 
elegant  Writer  on  the  Sublime  and  Beautiful  had  feen,  he  would 
not  only  have  Rill  farther  embellifhed  his  claflic  work,  but  probably 
have  given  you  a chapter  on  the  Horrible , drawn  from  the  Tauric. 
rocks,  which  appear  in  fome  places  diflocated,  and  ready  to  fall  from, 
their  native  mountains. 

This  Tartar  city  feems  to  Rand  on  the  fite  of  the  antient  Portacra, 
as  Ptolemy  places  that  town  five  minutes  to  the  WeR  of  Cimmerium,. 
and  Karafubazar  is  juR  24  miles  WeR  of  the  Old  Crim.  It  was  the 
Mavron  KaRron  of  the  Byzantine  writers,  and  then  a city  of  the 
firR  rank  in  the  peninfula  ; nay,  even  in  the  time  of  the  Tartars* 
it  Rill  contained  large  well-built  churches,  probably  eredRed-  by  the 
Goths  and  Genoefe,  with  a vaR  number  of  Greek  and  Armenian 
inhabitants,  befides  the  natives;  but  the  Ruffians,  who  took  it  in 
1737,  carried  many  of  them  into  fiavery,  and  the  two  fucceeding 
wars  nearly  completed  the  deRrudRion  of  this  devoted  country. 
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The  philofopher  may  be  here  led  to  afk  the  caufe  of  thefe  wars, 
which  he  detefts  ; and  I am  by  no  means  difpofed  to  anfwer  quef- 
tions  of  a political  nature,  which  are  much  out  of  my  line  of  re- 
fearch  ; yet  1 find  myfelf  under  the  neceffity  of  remarking,  as  it 
falls  fo  dire&ly  in  my  way,  from  the  information  I collected  in  my 
travels,  that  the  fovereign  of  Ruffia  had  no  other  means  of  pro- 
tecting her  fubjects  from  the  continual  depredations  of  the  Nogay 
and  other  Tartars,  than  by  extending  her  empire  down  to  the 
fhores  of  the  Euxine  ; as  no  precautions  could  guard  her  from  the 
fudden  incurfions  of  the  fleet  Tartar  cavalry,  which  broke  into  the 
neighbouring  provinces  like  a torrent,  often  in  the  dead  of  night; 
and,  after  laying  all  wafte  by  fire  and  fword,  retreated  before  the 
armed  force  of  the  country  could  colled  and  attack  them  ; carrying 
off,  in  their  dalbard  flight,  a multitude  of  Ruffian  fubjeds  into 
wretched  flavery,  as  both  men  and  women  were  fold  to  the  befl 
bidders  at  Caffa,  and  the  other  Turkifh  flave-»markets  on  the 
Black  Sea. 

You  will  find,  in  Bruce’s  Ruffian  Memoirs,  an  example  of 
thefe  bloody  incurfions  in  the  time  of  Peter  the  Great,  related 
with  fufficient  detail  to  explain  the  nature  of  the  evil,  which  I think 
the  fovereigns  who  fucceeded  him  were  perfectly  right  in  preventing 
by  every  means  in  their  power,  and  putting  their  fouthern  provinces 
on  afecure  footing,  by  fubduing  thefe  cruel  marauders,  and  thereby 
enabling  the  hufbandman  to  reap  the  grain  that  he  fows  in  peace 
and  fecurity.  Such  is  my  opinion  of  the  conquefl  of  the  countries 
on  the  Euxine  which  we  are  vifiting  ; independent  of  all  political 
confiderations  between  the  courts  of  Peterfburg  and  Conflantinople, 
and  merely  viewing  the  fubjeCt  on  the  principle  of  lelf-prefervation, 
the  firlt  law  of  nature. 

But  to  return  to  the  city  that  we  are  examining,  from  which  the 
Tauric  war  had  led  me  fo  wide. 

Karafubazar  is  fituated  in  a vaft  plain  interfered  with  fmall  hills, 
and  covered  with  charming  verdure,  enamelled  with  flowers  and 

beautiful 


198  A TOUR  THROUGH  THE  TAURIDA,  &c. 

beautiful  plants  ; while  the  whole  is  watered  by  the  limpid  Karafu, 
meandering  through  the  meadow,  and  giving  its  name  to  the  city 
on  its  banks. 

The  houfes,  however,  are  by  no  means  in  unifon  with  the  de- 
lightful environs  of  the  city,  being  ill-built,  and  as  mean  as  the 
flreets  are  narrow  and  dirty  ; while  the  fituation  of  the  whole  is  low 
and  unhealthy.  But  there  are  two  objedts  in  this  place  which 
attradled  all  bur  attention,  and  will  merit  defcription  in  my  next. 
Adieu. 


LETTER  LXIII. 


From  the  Antique  Bath  of  Karafulazar, 

The  fird  of  the  two  objedts  that  I alluded  to  in  my  lad  as  worthy 
of  attention  is,  a noble  antique  Bath,  in  a dile  of  architedture  much 
fuperior  to  what  either  Turks  or  Tartars  could  ever  pretend  to, 
although  ufed  by  both.  As  to  its  external  appearance,  it  is  a lofty 
drudture  of  hewn  done,  furmounted  by  two  cupolas,  or  domes, 
with  openings  in  them,  to  permit  the  efcape  of  the  fmoke.  Its  in- 
ternal form  will  be  bed  underdood  from  the  following  defcription  of 
it  by  a gentleman  who  went  through  the  wdiole  ceremony  of  Oriental 
purification,  on  purpofe  to  examine  at  his  leifure  every  part  of  this 
curious  edifice,  as  well  as  the  mode  of  bathing  in  it,  which  feems 
to  be  nearly  the  fame  as  wras  practifed  in  the  Hypocaudum  or  La- 
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conium  of  the  Greeks,  and  the  Sudatorium  or  Vaporarium  of  the 
Romans,  rather  than  the  common  Balnea  of  the  Antients  ; in  (hort, 
it  is  a fweating  bath  in  all  its  forms,  inftead  of  the  tepid  water  bath 
of  antiquity,  merely  calculated  to  refrefh  and  clean  the  body  after 
the  athletic  or  military  exercifes  then  in  ufe  ; and,  in  my  opinion, 
would  point  out  the  Turks  and  Tartars  to  be  of  Scythian  origin123, 
if  we  did  not  already  know  them  to  be  fo  ; as  even  Herodotus  de- 
fcribes  the  fweating  bath  of  the  Scythians,  upwards  of  2000  years 
ago,  pretty  nearly  in  the  rude  fimple  form  Rill  in  ufe  in  RuRia  ; 
while  the  procefs  obferved  here  feems  modified  to  the  difference  of 
climate. 

On  entering  this  public  bath,  you  are  firff  conducted  into  a large 
hall124,  furniihed  with  Rone  cifterns,  filled  fome  with  hot,  fome 
with  cold  water.  Here  you  fit  down  to  undrefs,  on  a Rone  bench 
which -furrounds  the  room.  You  are  then  prelented  with  a clean 
napkin ,2S,  to  tie  round  your  waiR,  and  a pair  of  wooden  fandals, 
inRead  of  flippers,  which  would  not  Rand  the  wet.  Thus  furnhhed, 
you  walk  through  a covered  corridor  into  another  lofty  and  fpa- 
cious  apartment  ornamented  with  Doric  and  Ionic  pillars,  the  walls 
of  which  are  of  unpoliffied  marble,  and  the  floor  of  broad  flag- 
ffones.  In  each  of  the  four  corners  of  this  quadrangular  hall  are 
placed  marble  feats,  with  backs,  before  which  Rand  as  many  marble 
bafins  with  warm  water,  as  there  are  benches  for  the  bathers. 
LaRly,  in  the  middle  of  thisTauric  Sudatorium  Rands  a very  low 
Rone  table,  or  rather  a feat  in  that  form  ; for  it  is  ufed  as  fuch  at 
pleafure,  and  is  not  railed  above  two  feet  from  the  floor  ; while  it  is 
heated,  like  the  others,  by  invifible  flues  conducing  hot  water  under 

113  This  is  only  a pa  fling  remark  ; for,  certainly,  as  the  Turks  did  not  build  the  bath,  no  in- 
ference can  be  drawn  from  their  bathing  in  it. 

li+  The  Apodyterium,  or  undretfing-room,  of  the  Antients. 

lts  By  a man  ho  executes  the  office  of  the  Capfarii  of  the  Antients,  as  he  takes  care  of  your 
clothes  w bile  you  are  bathing. 
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all  thofe  marble  fixtures,  to  raife  perfpiration  in  thofe  who  occupy 
them.  When  you  have  fat  a fufficient  time  on  one  of  the  heated 
flabs  to  open  the  pores,  one  of  the  Tartar  Balnearii  approaches 
you,  and,  by  rubbing  your  head,  fhoulders,  and  arms,  with  his 
hand,  promotes  a gentle  perfpiration.  But  when  you  defire  a more 
profufe  fweat,  he  puts  on  woollen  gloves  to  increafe  the  fridfion, 
which  makes  you  ftream  from  every  pore1  \ 

During  this  procefs,  warm  water,  taken  from  the  numerous 
marble  bafins  in  the  hall,  is  thrown  over  your  body  ; laltly,  you  are 
lathered  over  with  loap-fuds  by  means  of  a bunch  of  cotton  dipt 
in  them  ; then  receive  a final  bucket  of  water  over  your  whole 
body,  to  walk  off  the  foap,  and  are  prefented  with  a warm  cloth 
for  the  purpofe  of  drying  yourfelf'17. 

The  ablution  being  now  finifhed,  you  are  prefented,  as  on  enter- 
ing, with  a clean  warm  towel  to  gird  up  your  loins,  while  a fecond 
is  bound  round  your  head,  and  a dry  bathing  mantle  is  thrown  over 
your  fhoulders,  to  equip  you  tor  your  retreat  to  the  fame  hall  where 
you  undreffed  and  left  your  clothes.  There  you  find  a carpet 
thrown  over  the  {tone  bench,  and  covered  with  a iheet ; oil  which 
being  feated,  the  laft  adt  of  the  Tartar  Balnearii,  or  fervants  of  the 
Bath,  is  to  prefent  you  with  a cotton  cloth  of  a particular  manu- 
facture, having  a long  pile,  to  dry  away  the  remaining  perlpi ration, 
before  you  drefs  yourfelf  to  walk  out128.  For  this  long  operation, 

116  Such  were  the  functions  of  the  Alipta?  in  the  Baths  of  theAnticntsj  and  I cannot  help 
thinking  that  the  woollen  glove  is  a happy  fubftitute  for  the  ftrigilis  or  lcraper  of  the  Antients, 
whether  of  horn,  filver,  or  gold,  the  materials  of  which  it  was  made. 

,z‘  The  AlipUe  likewife  had  charge  of  the  lintea,  or  towels,  in  antiquity. 

128  I am  told,  what  very  probably  they  omitted  to  inform  the  fair  Traveller  of,  that,  befides 
the  number  of  Turkifh  Balnearii  which  the  has  enumerated,  there  is  Hill  one  who  poffibly  did 
not  offer  his  fervice  to  rhe  foreigner,  who  only  bathed  for  curiofity.  This  man  (or  woman,  ac- 
cording to  the  fex  of  the  bather,)  performs  the  functions  of  the  allriculae  of  the  Antients,  and  is 
armed,  like  them,  with  volfellae,  or  hair-pincers,  and  a fpecies  of  mineral  l’oap  (found  in  the 
Taurida)  which  anfwers  the  purpofe  of  the  dorpax,  or  cauftic  ointment,  of  antiquity,  in  freeing 
the  body  of  hair.  • Editor. 

you 
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you  pay  at  the  door  only  two  paras,  or  three-pence  halfpenny 
Englifli1”. 

Such  is  the  account  given  me  by  a Gentleman  who,  as  before 
faid,  went  through  the  whole  on  purpofe  narrowly  to  infpedl  the 
infide  of  the  building,  with  the  Tartar  ceremony  of  bathing. 

I cannot  quit  the  fubjedt  without  remarking  on  the  antient  preva- 
lency of  this  practice  ; as  we  know  that  it  was  regarded  as  a breach 
of  hofpitality  not  to  offer  the  luxury  of  the  bath  to  the  wearied 
traveller  who  came  to  vifit  you  ; but,  what  is  ff ill  more  curious,  and 
even  inexplicable,  is,  that  it  appears  to  have  been  the  ladies  of  the 
houfe  who  took  upon  them  the  office  of  Balnearii  in  the  very  remote 
periods  of  the  Grecian  republics  ; for  Homer,  in  the  days  of  purity 
and  innocence,  fends  the  beautiful  daughter  of  Neftor  to  lead  Te- 
lemachus  to  the  bath  ; and  the  chafte  Penelope  orders  Euryles  to 
do  the  fame  honour  to  Ulyffes. 

Let  me  now  take  my  leave  with  alluring  you,  that  if  I were  com- 
pelled to  choofe  between  the  Ruffian  and  Tartar  bath,  (who  never 
yet  found  either  nmeffary,)  I certainly  would  prefer  breathing  the 
warm  atmofphere  of  the  Karafubazar  Sudatorium,  to  filling  my 
lungs  with  the  hot  aqueous  vapour  that  you  are  obliged  to  refpire  in 
the  Ruffian  bath,  a real  vaporarium,  and  which  is  terribly  fuffo- 
cating  to  a ftranger  not  accuftomed  to  its  ufe  like  the  natives,  who, 
from  habit,  feem  to  breathe  in  water  with  as  much  eafe  as  filh  ; in- 
deed I once  found,  by  experience,  that  a room  heated  in  the  Ruffian 
manner,  by  throwing  water  on  red-hot  ftones,  fairly  overpowered 
my  organs  of  refpiration,  and  prevented  me  from  ever  repeating  the 
experiment. 

,:'3  This  lam,  fmall  as  it  appears,  is  much  larger  than  what  the  Romans  paid  ; for  th&Balnealor 
only  received  a quadrans,  or  farthing,  from  adults,  while  minors  paid  nothing. 
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Karafulaxur  Manufacture  of  Morocco  Leather. 

THE  other  obje£t  of  attention  in  this  city  is,  an  antient  Manu- 
fadlory  of  Morocco  Leather,  of  which  they  make  large  quantities 
from  the  (kins  of  the  numerous  flocks  of  Tauric  goats. 

They  begin  the  procefs  by  cleaning  the  fkins  in  the  following 
manner.  After  having  fteeped  forne  raw  hides  in  cold  water  for 
twenty-four  hours,  to  free  them  from  blood  and  other  impurities, 
the  flelhy  parts  are  fcraped  off  with  proper  inftruments.  They  are 
next  macerated  for  ten  days  in  cold  lime-water,  to  loofen  the  hair, 
which  is  likewife  fcraped  off  as  clean  as  poflible. 

For  fifteen  days  they  lie  in  clean  cold  water,  and  then  are  worked 
under-foot  in  a fucceflion  of  clean  waters  ; the  laft  being  impreg- 
nated with  dog’s  dung,  to  loofen  the  hair  ftill  more  ; when  they 
receive  a fecond  fcraping,  and  are  drained  of  their  humidity  ; which 
finifhes  the  cleaning  procefs. 

They  now  proceed  to  what  they  call  feeding  the  Ikins,  by  fleeping 
them  four  days  in  a cold  infufion  of  wheat  bran  ; then  in  a de- 
codtion  of  honey  and  water,  twenty-eight  pounds  to  five  pails, 
cooled  down  to  the  temperature  of  new  milk  ; out  of  which  they 
are  put  under  prefs  into  a veffel  with  holes  at  the  bottom  to  let  the 
liquor  efcape.  They  are,  laftly,  fteeped  four  days  in  a light  lolu- 
tion  of  fait  and  water,  one  pound  to  five  pails  ; this  finifhes  the 
preparation  ; and  the  leather  is  now  ready  to  receive  the  dye. 
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A Rrong  decodiion  of  artemifa  annua,  or  fouthernwood,  in  the 
proportion  of  four  pounds  to  ten  pails  of  water,  feems  to  be  the 
bafis  of  all  the  different  colours  that  they  give  to  the  Morocco  in  the 
Taurida,  Aftracan,  and  the  other  cities  formerly  belonging  to  the 
Tartar  empire,  where  the  fecret  has  remained  till  now. 

When  a red  colour  is  intended,  a pound  of  cochineal  in  powder 
is  gradually  ftirred  into  ten  pails  of  the  fine  yellow  decodtion  of 
artemifa,  and  boiled  up  in  it  for  half  an  hour,  with  five  or  fix 
drachms  of  alum,  and  poured  on  the  leather  in  a proper  veffel. 
They  are  next  worked  under-feet  in  an  infufion  of  oak-leaves  in 
warm  water,  till  they  become  fupple  and  foft ; when  they  are  finally 
rinfed  in  cold  water,  then  rubbed  over  with  olive  oil,  and  callen- 
dered  with  wooden  rollers  ; which  finifhes  the  manufadture. 

The  yellow  Morocco  is  dyed  with  the  decodtion  of  artemife  alone  ; 
only  ftronger,  twenty  pounds  of  it  to  fifteen  pails,  being  the  pro- 
portion when  ufed  without  other  admixture  ; but  two  pounds  of 
alum  in  fine  powder,  is  gradually  added,  by  half  a table-fpoonful 
at  a time  ; and  with  this  each  fkin  is  twice  Rained  before  the  laff 
operations  of  oiling  and  calendering. 

It  is,  however,  neceffary  to  remark,  that  there  is  a little  difference 
in  the  preparation  of  the  fkins  for  receiving  the  pure  yellow  dye  de- 
fcribed  above  ; as  neither  honey  nor  fait  are  ufed  ; but,  inftead  of 
them,  the  hides  are  Reeped  for  two  days  in  an  infufion  of  oak-leaves, 
(immediately  after  being  taken  out  of  the  infufion  of  bran  wherein 
they  muff  have  lain  four),  and  then  worked  under  feet  for  a few 
hours  of  two  days  ; next  rinfed  in  cold  water,  and  placed  one  above 
another  on  poles,  to  drain  off  the  water  and  make  them  ready  for 
Raining. 

This  is  all  the  certain  information  that  I have  been  able  to  obtain 
on  this  curious  fubject ; for  I can  by  no  means  depend  on  the  vague 
reports  that  I have  heard,  relative  to  the  colouring^matter  added  for 
Raining  the^rr^wand  blue  kinds  of  Morocco  ; fo  that  I prefer  leaving 
you  in  the  fame  uncertainty,  to  giving  as  fadfs  what  I cannot  myfelf 
upon. 
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From  the  Temporary  Imperial  Palace  of  Karaju • 

You  will,  I doubt  not,  be  happy  to  find  me  fairly  out  of  Kara- 
fubazar,  where  1 have  been  fcribbling  fo  long  ; but  it  by  no  means 
follows  that  we  are  to  quit  its  delightful  environs,  fo  worthy  the 
attention  of  travellers,  till  I have  made  out  another  Letter  or  two 
on  what  hasfo  flrongly  attracted  our  notice. 

I (hall  begin  with  one  of  thofe  fairy  palaces  which  arofe,  as  if  by- 
magic,  in  the  moft  romantic  fpots  of  the  Taurida,  by  the  fccret 
arrangement  of  Potemkin,  to  furprife  and  charm  Catharine  II.  when 
fhe  vifited  thefe  new  acquifitions  to  her  empire  ; and  in  this  the 
prince  only  followed  the  antient  example  of  the  Ruffian  courtiers, 
long  famous  for  fimilar  adts  of  gallantry  to  their  female  fovereigns  ; 
as,  for  example,  at  Mofcow,  when  the  Emprefs  Elizabeth  found  the 
whole  furniture  and  decorations  of  her  palace  changed  during  the 
long  church-fervice  of  an  Eafter  Sunday,  and  the  whole  corps 
diplomatique  were  running  about,  in  amazement  and  confufion,  to 
find  the  yoom  wherein  they  were  accuftomed  to  pay  their  compli-* 
ments  on  her  majefty’s  return  from  the  chapel ; while  the  matter 
of  the  ceremonies  took  care  to  keep  out  of  the  way  on  purpofe  to 
inereafe  the  buftle. 

The  fame  wooden  palace  being  burnt  down  while  Elizabeth  flayed 
at  Mofcow,  the  whole  was  rebuilt,  magnificently  gilded  and  painted,. 
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hung  with  tapellry,  furnilhed,  &c.  in  fix  weeks,  and  on  a much 
larger  fcale  than  before ; as  complete  wooden  houfes  were  pur- 
chafed,  at  any  price,  in  every  part  of  Mofcow,  and  inftantly 
tranfported  by  thoulands  of  men  and  horfes  to  be  incorporated  in 
the  magic  edifice  (at  leaft,  fuch  it  would  have  been  thought  any 
where  elfe  than  in  Rufiia)  ; while  all  kinds  of  ornamental  furniture 
were  brought  by  poll  from  Peterlburg,  Riga,  Archangel,  Ac.  to 
fit  up  the  hafly  new  palace  with  much  more  magnificence  tliam 
the  old. 

Such  are  the  anecdotes  related  by  fome  of  the  old  courtiers  of 
Elizabeth  who  yet  furvive  ; with  a third  of  the  fame  kind,  when  a 
bridge  of  boats,  called  Sampfon , was  thrown  acrofs  a branch  of  the 
Neva  near  Peterlburg,  in  one  night,  while  the  fame  Emprefs  was- 
on  a vifit  at  Pergula,  the  country  houfe  of  Count  Shuralow  ; a 
fortunate  piece  of  gallantry  for  the  prefent  generation,  as  the  bridge 
has  been  eredled  every  fummer  fince,  to  the  great  convenience  of 
the  new  capital. 

But,  to  return  to  the  fairy  palace  where  I am  now  writing,  and 
which,  as  I told  you  before,  was  one  of  thofe  fecretly  eredled  in 
this  peninfula  by  Prince  Potemkin,  to  furprife  his  imperial  miftrefs, 
in  the  antient  llyle  of  Ruffian  gallantry. 

Catharine,  on  arriving  hither,  with  a part  of  her  court,  and  fome 
of  the  foreign  minillers 13t>,  was  not  a little  aftoniihed  to  find  a 
large  and  elegant  imperial  manfion  ready  to  receive  her,  in  fo  ro- 
mantic and  charming  a fpot ; while  the  light  irregular  form,  moll 
artificially  given  it  to  imitate  the  Tartar  llyle,  added  much  to 
the  novelty  of  the  feene. 

It  is  placed  on  the  bank  of  the  limpid  Karafu,  which,  after 
ilfuing  in  form  of  a clear  fpring  from  the  deep  rocky  wall  of  a 
fine  neighbouring  valley,  winds  round  one  fide  of  this  Tauro- 
Rulfian  palace  ; while  fome  noble  hills  feem  placed  on  purpole  to 
bound  the  view  on  the  other. 

150  In  which  number  was  the  Britifli  envoy,  now  Lord  St.  Helen.’s.- 
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Here  you  fee  clumps  of  majeftic  trees,  the  Linnxan  nobles  of  the 
foreft,  proudly  lording  it  over  the  humble,  though  lovely  flower- 
ing fhrubs,  which  have  taken  fhelter  like  ourfelves  from  the  mid- 
day ardour  of  the  fun,  under  their  fpreading  branches  ; and,  I can 
alfure  you,  we  were  happy  to  find  ihade  in  fuch  fragant  company, 
in  our  fauntering  acrofs  a fine  and  moft  extenfiye  lawn,  to  gain  a 
charming  wood  which  makes  part  of  the  delightful  pleafure 
grounds  laid  out  by  your  countryman  Gould,  the  imperial  gardener, 
(then  in  the  fervice  of  Prince  Potemkin)  to  adorn  this  fairy  abode. 
How  eafy  mud  his  talk  have  been  here,  and  indeed  in  every  part  of 
the  romantic  Taurida  where  the  Prince  employed  him  ! as  Nature 
has  furnilhed  every  rural  beauty  in  fuch  profufion,  that  Mr.  Gould 
could  only  have  to  prune  away  fome  of  her  luxuriancies  to  give 
you  a better  view  of  the  reft;  and  this  we  found  he  had  done,  more 
efpecially  in  the  fine  wood  juft  mentioned,  where  a winding  road 
led  us  infenfibly  to  the  view  of  every  object  worth  attention,  as 
we  followed  the  meandering  path. 

On  returning  to  the  palace,  we  could  not  help  obferving,  that 
Potemkin,  while  he  thus  amufed  his  fovereign  with  fine  profpedts 
from  the  windows  of  her  temporary  abode,  took  care  at  the  fame 
time  to  ihow  her  the  means  that  he  had  provided  for  pneferving 
her  new  acquifition,  by  a magnificent  difplay  of  120  pieces  of 
ordnance,  on  the  heights  around  her  : a moft  judicious  ftation  for 
the  Tauric  artillery,  from  its  central  pofition  ; as  aid  might  be 
quickly  fent  from  this  place  to  any  part  of  the  peninfula  that  might 
be  expofed  to  an  attack.  Adieu. 
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From  the  Tau.ro~RuJfi.an  Palace  on  the  Karafit. 


InDEED,  my  good  Sir,  one  fo  feldom  has  the  pleafure  of  fcrib- 
bling  in  palaces,  that  I have  juft  chofen  the  moft  pleafant  window 
of  this  Tauric  edifice,  and  fat  myfelf  down  to  give  you  my  general 
remarks  on  the  fpecies  of  cultivation,  more  efpecially  the  culinary 
gardening,  pra<ftifed  in  the  calcareous  foil  of  the  Taurida;  and 
furely  they  could  never  be  written  either  with  more  pleafure  or  pro- 
priety than  in  this  lovely  fpot,  fituated  in  the  very  centre  of  the 


calcareous  chain. 

Firft,  as  to  the  vallies  about  Karafubazar,  Batcheferai,  Sym- 
pheropol,  &c.  their  calcareous  foil  gives  them  a furprifing  fer- 
tility in  corn  and  other  vegetables,  poflibly  from  attratfting  and  re- 
taining for  a length  of  time  the  humidity  of  the  neighbouring 
mountains-;  infomuch  that  plants  not  only  grow  more  luxuriantly 
on  it  than  any  where  elfe,  but  even  fuffer  lefs  in  dry  feafons,  although 
covered  with  but  a fmall  depth  of  mould. 

This  laft  circumftance,  however,  is  attended  with  a very  Angular 
advantage,  that  may  tend  to  the  prefervation  of  the  crop  ; as  the 
Shallow  foil  does  not  afford  fhelter  to  the  Souflik  (the  Mus  Citillus 
of  Tinnaeus),  or  any  of  the  other  little  troublefome  animals  fo 
deftru&ive  to  the  agriculture  of  plains. 
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What  is  faid  above  relative  to  the  Rate  of  the  Tauric  vallies,  holds 
equally  good  with  regard  to  the  plains,  where  the  conducing 
power  of  their  calcareous  foil  gives  a frefhnefs  and  vigour  to  the 
plants  that  grow  upon  them,  even  after  a long  continuation  of  hot 
dry  weather  : a fure  proof  that  they  polfefs  the  power  of  drawing 
humidity  from  the  mountains,  in  common  with  the  verdant  vallies 
juft  mentioned. 

This  fpecies  of  foil  likewife  produces  a number  of  valuable  wild 
plants  employed  in  ceconomics,  but  more  efpecially  in  the  dyeing 
branch  ; l'uch  as  madder  131  ; faffron  131 ; woad  133 ; two  forts  of  fu- 
mach  I34,  or  the  vinegar  plant,  fo  much  cultivated  in  Germany ; 
rocket135;  tournfol  no,  &c.  Befide  all  thefe,  there  grow  five  or  fix 
forts  of  wild  lint  on  this  calcareous  foil,  which  merit  oeconomical 
trials  ; and  it  is  here  that  the  cultivator  may  collect  all  kinds  of  the 
finer  grades,  to  form  artificial  paftures,  and  rival,  as  he  often  at- 
tempts, more  particularly  in  your  ifland,  the  gay  green  carpet  of 
nature  in  her  vernal  drefs,  when  decked  with  various  flowers,  like 
the  fine  lawn  before  my  window. 

But  the  dopes  of  the  calcareous  mountains  arc  equally  rich  in 
fine  forefts  made  up  of  oak,  beach,  horn-beam  I37,  linden  l3S, 
hag  V9,  and  the  wayfaring  or  mealy  tree  1 °,  afh,  poplar,  &c. 

The  effects  which  this  foil  has  on  certain  plants  well  merit  the 
attention  of  you  naturalifts  and  phyficians  (in  the  French  fen fe  of 
the  word),  who  attribute  the  colour  of  plants  to  the  prefence  of 
light,  and  their  want  of  it  to  their  being  deprived  of  the  rays  of 
the  fun. 

Here  the  beet-root  and  carrot  lofe  both  colour  and  flavour  in  a 
few  generations,  and  become  white  and  inflpid  even  under  the 
conftant  fplendour  of  the  Tauric  fun.  Some  forts  of  pot-herbs 

>3'  Rubin  tinaorum.  131  Crocus.  133  Ifatis.  134  Rhus  Cotinus. 

us  Refetla  Luteola.  136  Litmus.  137  Carpinus  betulus.  139  Til  in  Europca. 

Sorbis  Acaparia.  140  Viburnum  Can  tana. 
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fare  as  badly  as  the  coloured  roots  ; while  trees  are  obliged  to  feek 
the  banks  of  rivers  for  fufficient  depth  of  foil  to  enable  them  to 
ftand  the  gufts  of  wind  that  occafionally  burft  upon  them  from  be- 
tween the  mountains,  and  which  would  foon  overturn  lofty  trees 
with  fo  flight  a hold  as  the  fuperhcial  foil  could  afford  their  roots. 
Laftly,  the  water  that  runs  through  this  calcareous  country  is  hard, 
though  fine  and  clear,  and  is  found  ferviceable  in  cafes  of  acidity 
in  the  firfl  paflages. 

I fhall  now  clofe  thefe  remarks  (which,  by  the  bye,  you  owe 
more  to  your  friend  Pallas  than  to  the  writer)  with  fame  account 
of  the  foflil  riches  of  the  high  calcareous  mountains  on  the  rivers 
Salgir  and  Karafu,  a chain  that  indeed  contains  a number  of  curious 
petrifadlions,  and  fome  of  them  very  large,  more  particularly  the 
diluvian  141 ; fuch  as  the  lenticular  ftone  ; the  heavy  diluvian  oyfter 
(as  long  as  your  hand)  ; the  gryphites,  &c.  all  completely  calcined: 
a circumftance  which,  when  combined  with  the  curious  fact  that 
none  of  the  many  lhells  found  in  thefe  mountains  are  natives  of 
the  furrounding  feas,  muft  give  us  an  idea  of  the  great  age  of  this 
chain,  as  the  marine  bodies  mull  have  been  lodged  there  by  the 
univerfal  deluge,  and  brought  from  diftant  parts  of  the  world. 

A remark  of  an  Englifh  poet  I think  highly  applicable  to  thefe 
Tauric  fhells  ; the  particular  words  I have,  perhaps,  forgotten  ; 
but  I remember  well  the  fenfe  of  the  lines,  which  are  to  this  effect: 

IVe  know  the  things  are  neither  rich  nor  rare , 

But  wonder  how  the  devil  they  got  there  ! 

141  Diluvian  petrifactions  are  fuch  fhells,  and  other  marine  productions,  as  are  not  now  found 
in  the  fea  in  their  frefh  ftate. 
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-zVFTER  writing  my  laft  letter,  we  fet  out  once  more  for  Sym- 
pheropol ; as  it  is  from  that  new  Tauric  capital  that  we  are  to  take 
our  final  departure  from  the  fine  mountainous  part  of  the  peninfula  ; 
and  how  much  did  I regret  your  not  being  of  the  party,  when  we 
difcovered,  in  a charming  valley  on  the  road,  a little  hermitage 
fweetly  fituated  on  the  murmuring  Alma,  inhabited  by  a hofpitable 
Englilhman  named  Willis,  who  gave  us  a good  dinner,  and  a 
hearty  welcome,  in  a fpacious  hall,  formed  by  a clump  of  venerable 
oaks,  that  kindly  unite  their  lofty  branches  to  conftrucft  fuch  a 
dining-room,  as  was  worthy  of  the  roaft-beef  and  plum-pudding 
which  graced  the  table. 

This  Britifh  original  has  bought  himfelf  a Tartar  wife  (from  the 
humble  clafs  of  Tauric  fhepherds),  for  a cow  and  a few  fheep, 
according  to  the  cuftom  of  the  country  ; with  whom  he  lives  con- 
tented and  retired  on  the  banks  of  the  cryftal  Alma,  which  runs 
through  his  eftate. 

You  would,  of  courfe,  fuppofe  from  the  diminutive  fize  of  his 
hermitage  (which  fortunately  obliges  him  to  entertain  travellers  out 
of  doors,  in  the  Druidical  hall  juft  defcribed,)  that  his  eftate  is 
upon  the  fame  fcale  ; but  that  is  by  no  means  the  cafe  ; for  his  do- 
main is  as  large  as  his  cottage  is  fmall,  and  famous  as  a Winter 

pafture 


A TOUR  THROUGH  THE  TAURIDA,  Ac. 


21 1 

pafture  for  the  valuable  breed  of  Tauriciheep  that  here  find  (belter 
in  a warm  valley  during  the  hardefi:  weather  of  this  climate  ; a cir- 
cumftance  which  alone  brings  him  a fufficient  revenue,  without 
either  care  or  labour;  fo  that  he  is  at  liberty  to  tune  his  oaten  reed 
and  loll  out  the  day,  at  the  fide  of  his  fine  purling  ftream,  which,  I 
believe,  is  pretty  nearly  the  way  in  which  this  eccentric  being  fpends 
his  time.  But  to  return  to  our  green  hall.  Our  dinner  was  en- 
livened by  a ferenade  of  Tartar  mufic,  which,  together  with  the 
fine  profpedt  through  the  foliated  pillars  of  the  banqueting-room  ; 
the  mildnefs  of  the  air;  the  fragrance  of  furrounding  flowers,  all 
planted  by  our  hoft’s  own  hand  ; the  prefence  of  his  timid  fpoufe, 
who  occafionally  Role  a look  at  us,  produced  all  together  one  of  the 
mod  agreeable  and  curious  repafts  that  I ever  partook  of.  The 
company  of  his  Tartar  wife  at  table  was,  however,  a very  uncom- 
mon circumftance,  and  coft  him  no  little  trouble  to  bring  about ; 
as,  on  the  firft  noife  produced  by  the  arrival  of  ftrangers,  (he  flies  to 
cover,  like  a hare,  and  is  obliged  to  be  fought  for  much  in  the  fame 
manner  as  that  timid  animal  ; for  it  really  Teemed  to  be  the  lady’s 
favourite  dog  that  ran  before  Mr.  Willis  and  pointed  out  the  retreat 
of  his  miftrefs  in  the  garden,  when  he  wifhed  to  prefent  her  to  the 
company,  contrary  to  the  cuftom  of  her  country,  where  it  is  a 
difgrace  for  a woman  to  fhow  her  face  to  any  other  man  than  her 
hufband14’. 

She  is  a very  well-looking  young  woman,  though  of  fwarthy 
complexion ; and  became  by  degrees  fufficiently  at  her  eafe  to  ar- 
ticulate the  few  Englifh  words  which  fhe  had  learned  of  the  civil 
complimentary  kind. 

In  our  way  from  the  hermitage  of  your  whimfical  countryman  to 
Sympheropol,  my  attention  was  attradfed  by  a fcene  which  certainly 

141  You  muft  remember  a king  of  the  oppofite  coaftof  Alia  Minor,  whom  his  wife  caufed  to  be 
murdered  for  ihewing  her  unveiled  charms  to  a friend. 
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many  would  have  paffed  without  notice,  who  had  feen  the  grand 
cafcades  of  America,  the  Rhine,  &c. ; I mean  a fmall  fheet  of  cry- 
fial  water,  which  we  fpied  healing  from  a cooling  fpring,  among  a 
duller  of  fine  fruit-trees  ; and  although  it  did  not  fall  above  the 
height  of  four  feet,  and  that  only  over  a piece  of  uneven  ground, 
inftead  of  rocks  and  pebbles,  yet  the  effeCt  was  great,  upon  my 
feelings  at  leaft ; probably  from  the  happy  hate  of  mind  which  our 
late  unexpected  treat  al frefco  had  produced  ; but,  indeed,  it  muft 
be  confelfed,  that  the  very  fight  and  noife  of  water  brings  delight, 
in  the  fultry  Tauric  Summer,  even  unadorned  with  the  rural  fcenery 
that  furrounded  this  little  murmuring  cafcade  ; and  you  will  be 
furpriled  when  I allure  you,  that  by  nine  or  ten  o’clock  in  the  even- 
ing of  thefe  fultry  days,  you  find  a peliffe  as  agreeable  as  a cooling 
fountain  at  noon  ; nay,  thofe  who  negleCt  fome  fuch  precaution,  in 
the  cool  nights  of  this  peninfula,  generally  arefeverely  punifhed  for 
it,  by  the  intermitting  fever  of  the  country. 

Here  again  is  a phenomenon  to  exercife  the  ingenuity  of  you 
natural  philofophers  ; for,  although  I fhall  venture  to  conjecture 
that  this  cold  wind  is  owing  to  the  neighbourhood  of  the  mountains, 
yet  I will  by  no  means  attempt  to  explain  how  they  produce  it : 
fo  adieu. 
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As  I described  Sympheropol  on  our  former  vifit,  I have  nothing 
to  add  to  that  defcription  here  ; but  I am  convinced  that  you  would 
be  much  difappointed  were  I to  quit  the  laft  Tartar  city  of  the 
Taurida  (for  Perecop  rather  belongs  to  the  wilds  of  Scythia,)  with- 
out giving  you  fome  account  of  the  manners,  cuftoms,  &c.  of 
the  inhabitants. 

To  begin,  then,  with  the  different  nations  in  the  Taurida.  Al- 
though all  the  native  inhabitants  are  included  in  the  general  name 
of  Crim  Tartars,  and  all  fpeak  nearly  the  fame  language,  (till 
there  appears  to  e to  be  three  different  races  of  men  even  among 
the  Tartars;  and  each  to  be  diftindtly  marked  by  their  features, 
independent  of  the  Greeks,  Armenians,  Jews,  &c.  diflinguilhed 
by  religion,  manners,  and  every  thing  elfe,  from  the  natives  of  Scy- 
thian origin. 

For  example  : on  entering  the  peninfula,  you  find  in  the  ftept, 
or  defert,  the  Hunnifh  or  Kalmouk  face,  diftinguifhed  by  high 
cheek  bones;  little  oblique  eyes  funk  into  the  head,  which  is  large 
in  proportion  to  the  body ; high  lhoulders  ; bad  legs ; fwarthy 
complexion ; black  hair,  with  little  or  no  beard ; in  fhort,  the 
frightful  fqueaking  Huns  of  antient  authors,  who  committed  fuch 
horrible  ravages  in  Europe  in  old  times,  and  compared  with  whom 
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the  Goths,  Vandals,  &c.  were  civilized  nations.  Thefe  people  are 
then,  very  probably,  a remnant  of  the  Kozares  who  antiently 
poffeffed  the  Taurida,  and  whom  all  agree  to  have  been  of  Hun- 
nifh  origin. 

The  fecond  race  of  men  that  feemed  to  me  different  from  the 
Crim  Tartars,  we  found  in  the  mountains,  with  a full,  round, 
and  rather  ruddy  face,  and  ftout  well-made  bodies  ; thefe,  poffibly, 
are  the  remains  of  the  Goths  who  maintained  a highland  princi- 
pality there  till  the  Turkilh  conqueft. 

The  third  and  laft  variety  of  the  human  fpecies  are  the  real 
Crim  Tartars,  who  inhabit  the  vallies  and  other  parts  of  the  low 
country,  and  are  diftinguifhed  by  a dark  complexion  and  a rather 
longiih  face,  with  features  much  more  refembling  the  European 
than  the  frightful  Calmouk  ; while  their  figure  all  together  has 
nothing  of  deformity  about  it.  However,  I muff  once  more  remind 
you,  that  thefe  obfervations  are  merely  the  refult  of  my  own  re- 
marks; fo  that  I will  not  anfwer  for  other  travellers  feeing  the 
natives  in  the  fame  point  of  view  ; and  you  muff  likewile  remember 
that  I do  not  include  under  this  head  the  Armenians,  Greeks, 
Jews,  &c.  although  naturalized  in  this  peninfula  for  ages  ; as 
they  Rill  preferve  their  national  religion,  cuRoms,  &c.  &c. 
and  do  not  feem  to  have  mixed  their  blood  in  any  confiderable  de- 
gree with  the  Tartars. 


Dress  of  the  Crim  Tartars. 


The  men  wear  the  caftan,  or  long  Eaffern  garb,  over  a fhorter 
tunic,  that  ferves  for  the  waiRcoat  in  ufe  with  the  Turks,  Perfians, 
Ruffians,  &c.  tied  round  the  middle  by  a fafii,  or  koufak,  the 
zona  of  the  Ancients ; with  a pair  of  loofe  drawers  and  boots  ; 

and 
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and  under  all  a flhirt  of  coloured  filk  and  cotton,  commonly  ftriped, 
like  the  figures  fketched  by  Bruce  (playing  on  harps)  in  the  caves 
of  Egyptian  Thebes.  Their  arms  confift  of  a fabre,  dagger,  and 
pijlols  ; fometimes  alfo  a gun : modern  inftruments  of  deftru6tion 
which  have  now  fupplanted  the  old  Scythian  bow. 

As  to  the  women’s  drefs,  it  much  refembles  that  of  the  Turks  ; 
and  indeed,  if  the  Oriental  and  Byzantine  authors  be  founded  in 
aflerting  that  the  Turks  and  Tartars  are  the  fame  people,  the 
exa£t  fimilitude  of  the  female  garb  will  be  eafily  believed  and 
accounted  for. 


Houses. 

The  Tartar  houfes  are  of  one  (lory,  conflrudted  of  Hone,  ce- 
mented together  by  a calcareous  clay,  and  covered  with  tiles. 
Toward  the  ftreet  they  have  no  windows  ; polygamy,  and  its 
natural  confequence,  jealoufy,  having  turned  the  fa9ade  of  Tauric 
dwellings  to  the  inner  court, where  the  women  may  breathe  the  freih 
air  through  muflin  blinds. 
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Manners  of  the  Crim  Tartars. 

The  natives  of  this  peninfula  were  much  diftinguifhed  for 
Oriental  hofpitality  while  under  their  Khans  ; and  are  (till  fo  in 
proportion  to  their  means. 

So  late  as  1 780  Mr.  Keelman  found  Hans I43,  or  houfes  of  public 
entertainment  for  travellers,  liberally  maintained  by  the  noble 
families  on  their  eftates  ; wherein  you  were  moft  generoufly  enter- 
tained, with  your  fervant  and  horfes,  without  a fhilling  expence  ; 
nay  even  the  han-keeper  could  not  be  prevailed  on  to  receive  a 
prefent  for  all  his  attentions. 

On  vifiting  a Tartar,  men  are  prefented  with  a pipe  and  a difli 
of  coffee  ; the  firft  being  a mark  of  particular  courtefy,  and  even 
diftindtion,  from  a man  of  rank. 

Their  repafts  are  very  quickly  difpatched,  although  fometimes 
compofea  of  a number  of  difhes  ; as  a want  of  the  exhilarating  and 
focial  juice  of  the  grape  renders  the  Tartar  meals  both  fhort  and 
ferious  ; for  example,  a dinner  of  30  difhes  given  us  by  one  of  their 
murfas,  or  chiefs,  lafted  but  half  an  hour,  and  more  refembled  a 
quaker’s  meeting  than  one  of  our  convivial  European  treats. 

Their  cookery  refembles  that  of  the  antients,  in  honey  being  a 
favourite  ingredient  ; but,  inftead  of  oil,  a large  proportion  of 
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butter  makes  their  dillies  as  greafy  as  fweet,  and  infipid  to  a Euro- 
pean palate,  accudomed  to  high-feafoned  food,  which  excites  to 
drink  what  Mahomet  has  refufed  the  faithful,  and  which  is  but 
poorly  replaced  by  cooling  beverages,  compofed  of  the  juice  of 
fruit  and  honey,  the  Pofea  and  Sera  of  the  Antients.  The  gentle- 
men of  the  company  did  not  feem  much  pleafed  with  the  Tauric 
regimen;  and  1 muff  own,  that  even  my  domach  gave  me  fome 
hints  during  the  evening,  that  a glafs  of  wine  would  have  been  a 
proper  corredtor  of  the  Tartar  fherbet.  Mahomet  furely  was  not  fo 
well  (killed  in  dietetics  as  in  many  other  things,  or  he  would  have 
recommended  the  high-fpiced  food  of  the  Orientals,  which  fuper- 
fedes  the  ufe  of  drong  liquors  in  the  Ead,  and  renders  pure  water  a 
fufficient  beverage  for  Bramins,  Gentoos,  &c. 

After  dinner,  a dilh  of  coffee  and  a pipe  are  prefented  as  di  get- 
ters ; and,  after  fmoking  fome  time,  the  mailer  of  the  houfe  takes 
leave  of  his  guelts  to  retire  to  his  afternoon  repofe. 


Marriages  and  Funerals. 

The  Oriental  jealoufy  which,  as  I remarked  in  my  lad,  has  turned 
the  front  of  the  Tauric  houfes  to  the  court-yard,  indead  of  the 
ftreet,  and  obliged  the  ladies  to  admire  cattle  indead  of  men  from 
their  mudin  windows,  has  done  dill  more  than  all  that  in  this 
country  ; as  it  has  likewife  covered  with  a veil  the  face  of  the  fair, 
and  indeed  almod  every  thing  concerning  them  ; fo  that  all  is 
mydery  here  that  relates  to  the  fex,  fhut  up  in  a modern  gaeneceon, 
or  haram,  only  acceffible  to  their  own  lords  and  maders,  who  are 
literally  fo  in  Mahometan  dates,  though  we  right  chridian  wives 
only  call  you  fo  to  laugh  at  your  lordfhips. 

Marriages,  we  are  told,  are  made  in  heaven  ; and  lucky  it  is  that 
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they  are  fo  ; for  an  inhabitant  of  the  Taurida  never  fees  his  bride  till 
the  nuptial  torch  is  lighted  up  ; fo  that  if  it  were  not  for  the  friendly 
miniftry  of  a grave  matron,  or  go  between  (the  Pronuba  of  the 
Antients),  who  has  the  privilege  of  taking  a peep  at  the  bride,  a 
man  might  marry  the  grandmother  inftead  of  the  daughter. 

When  a lover  has  acquired,  in  this  manner,  intimation  of  a mar- 
riageable girl  through  the  means  of  the  privileged  matron,  he  waits 
on  the  father  (for  the  mother  is  as  invifible  as  the  daughter),  and 
bargains  for  his  wife  in  the  manner  of  the  antients  before  the  in- 
troduction of  dowries,  by  offering  a valuable  consideration,  which 
is  here  commonly  a cow,  and  a greater  or  lefs  number  of  lheep, 
according  to  the  rank  of  the  parties  ; the  iman,  or  pried,  then 
marries  the  loving  couple  without  further  ceremony,  and  the 
hufband  carries  home  his  beauty  on  the  faith  and  tafte  of  the  Tauric 
Pronuba. 

The  new-married  man  entertains  his  companions  and  friends 
with  pipes,  coffee,  and  lherbet,  on  the  joyful  occafion  ; but  he 
takes  care  to  do  it  al  frefco , before  the  forbidden  door  of  the  houi§ 
that  contains  his  jealous  care. 
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Burials, 

If  the  living  move  along  the  ftreets  of  this  peninfula  with  Afiatic 
(latelinefs  and  folemnity,  the  dead,  on  the  contrary,  are  carried  to 
the  grave  at  fiich  a pace  as  would  beat  your  London  penny-pod:. 
This  adertion  is  by  no  means  jocular  ; for  we  actually  favv  the  other 
day  a party  of  Tartars  fcampering  away  with  a corpfe  at  fuch  a 
rate,  as  obliged  us  ftrangers,  who  wilhed  to  fee  the  ceremony,  to 
take  to  our  heels  in  a mod:  indecent  manner,  to  keep  up  with  thefe 
Scythian  pall-bearers.  But  how  were  we  aftonifhed  to  find,  that  it 
was  the  neared:  relations  of  the  deceafed  who  were  thus  hurrying 
him  to  his  long  home,  as  if  in  fear  of  his  recovery. 

This  extraordinary  difpatch,  with  which  Mahometans  are  buried 
within  i 2 hours  of  their  death,  by  exprefs  order  of  their  prophet, 
may  have  taken  origin  from  the  heat  of  the  climate  where  he 
preached  and  legidated  for  his  difciples  ; and  I think  that  the  lotions, 
envelopes,  and  perfumes,  which  he  commanded  on  thefe  occafions, 
feerr.  to  confirm  the  conje£ture. 

The  coffin  was  covered  with  a plain  fluff,  and  only  ornamented, 
if  it  merited  the  name,  with  a bit  of  black  filk,  embroidered  with 
holy  paffages  from  the  Koran,  thrown  over  one  end  of  it ; this,  we 
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were  aflured,  was  a morfel  of  a confecrated  veil  from  Mecca,  of 
great  value  and  eftimation  in  the  eyes  of  true  believers. 

This  funeral  was  neither  accompanied  by  flambeaux,  tapers,  in- 
cenfe,nor  church  chanting  ; nor  was  a wet  eye  to  be  feen,or  a groan 
to  be  heard  ; nay,  even  a mourning  drefs,  the  outward  mark  of 
grief  with  us,  was  compleatly  wanting  here  ; poflibly  from  an  idea 
of  the  happinefs  of  the  deceafed  in  his  new  fociety  of  houries, 
promifed  by  Mahomet. 

We  likewife  obierved,  that  no  prayers  were  faid  during  the  in- 
terment ; but  afterwards  an  iman  fat  down  on  his  hams  by  the  fide 
of  the  grave,  and  feemed  to  be  offering  up  orifons  for  the  departed 
Muflulman  ; a very  proper  time,  in  my  opinion;  as,  the  body  being 
then  covered  with  earth,  neither  the  pried  nor  the  company  ran 
any  rifle  from  putrid  exhalations  arifmg  from  the  corpfe  in  fuch  a 
climate. 

On  quitting  the  fubje&s  treated  of  in  thefe  laft  three  letters,  I 
muff  obferve,  that  if  Mahomet  had  no  hand  in  the  veiled  nuptials , 
I give  him  credit  for  the  reft  of  the  inftitutions  that  we  have  as  yet 
obferved  ; and  even  thofe  may  have  been  fagely  intended  to  make 
every  girl  equally  partake  of  the  advantages  of  holy  wedlock,  in- 
ftead  of  adding,  like  you  chriftians,  one  misfortune  to  another,  by 
condemning  to  the  ftate  of  old-maidifm  thofe  who  may  be  deprived 
of  external  charms. 
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Religion. 

I MUST  own,  that  the  ftriking  fimplicity  of  both  the  mofques  (or 
metchets)  and  religious  worlhip  of  the  Crim  Tartars  pleafed  me 
much  ; probably  from  being  a proteftant ; though  it  is  poflible  that 
a greek,  or  catholic,  might  have  been  of  a different  opinion,  on 
feeing  their  prielfs  without  facerdotal  garments,  and  their  temples 
without  other  ornaments  than  a few  metal  tuftres  and  fmall  lamps, 
merely  to  illuminate  the  edifice  when  deprived  of  the  light  of  day. 

Neither  graven  image,  nor  the  likenefs  of  any  thing  that  is  in 
heaven  above,  or  in  the  earth  beneath,  or  in  the  waters  under  the 
earth,  are  to  be  feen  in  their  metchets  (mofques),  made  by  the  hand 
of  man  ; nay,  this  commandment  is  lo  ftridtly  obeyed  by  the  dif- 
ciples  of  Mahomet,  that  they  have  even  no  painters  among  them  ; 
fo  that  your  Sir  Jofhua  Reynolds,  if  he  had  been  born  a Turk  or 
Tartar,  would  have  died  without  leaving  behind  him  a fingle  por- 
trait to  immortalize  his  name  ; nor  would  his  able  fucceffor  in  the 
academic  chair  have  ever  difplayed  his  powers  in  hiftoric  painting, 
had  he  been  born  a mahometan  inftead  of  a quaker.  The  whole 
furniture  and  fixtures,  then,  of  a Tartar  metchet  are  reduced  to 
a few  lamps,  a little  pulpit,  and  a niche  in  the  wall  on  the  fide 
towards  Mecca,  to  diredt  the  bows  of  the  faithful  to  that  holy 
fhrine  ; as  you  find  there  neither  chairs  nor  benches  ; but  all  muff 
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fquat  down  on  the  carpets  or  mats  which  cover  the  floor,  without 
diftindlion  of  rank  ; as  “ all  are  equal  in  the  fight  and  temple  of 
God,”  fays  Mahomet  very  wifely. 

“ Five  namas,  or  prayers,  each  day  are  neceflary  to  be  regarded  !** 
a good  Muflulman  announced  from  the  top  of  the  Minaret  by  a 
crier,  in  head  of  a bell,  at  Rated  hours  ; and  each  time  the  con- 
gregation imift  leave  their  flippers  at  the- door  of  the  mofque,  that 
they  may  not  deflle  the  holy  place,  and  alio,  perhaps,  that  they 
may  not  dirty  the  carpets  which  they  are  to  fit  upon. 

I fhall  finifh  the  few  remarks  that  I am  able  to  make  on  the  re- 
ligion of  the  Tartars,  with  obferving,  that  the  fagacious  Mahomet 
feems  to  have  compofed  the  externals  or  ceremonies  of  his  worihip 
from  thofe  of  both  Pagans  and  Chriftians,  probably  to  make  them 
more  agreeable  to  the  mixed  mafs  of  his  difciples.  For  example, 
he  feems  to  have  taken  the  number  of  his  namas,  or  daily  prayers; 
the  mode  of  fitting  bare-foot  on  carpets,  &c.  from  the  religion  of 
the  Eafl  India  Seeks'44,  and  fomething  from  the  Greek  or  oriental 
Chriftian  church. 

Laftly,  I have  to  remark,  that  women  are  as  little  feen  in  mofques 
as  any  where  elle  in  the  Taurida. 

r x 

Administration  of  Justice. 

Juflice,  while  in  the  hands  of  the  Tartars,  was  of  fo  fummary 
a kind,  that  little  can  be  faid  of  it.  Indeed,  when  we  confider  that 
the  whole  Code  of  Laws  facred  and  profane  is  contained  in  the 
Koran  of  Mahomet,  it  is  eafy  to  conceive  that  it  could  not  be  very 
complicated. 

The  proper  magiftrate  adminiftercd  juflice  on  the  fipot ; fo  that 
the  contending  parties  were  put  to  no  expcnce  to  obtain  it ; nor 
alternately  agitated  by  hopes  and  fears.  Crimes  likewife  were  im- 
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mediately  and  publicly  punilhed.  A fhopkeeper  caught  in  the  act 
of  cheating  with  falfe  or  ihort  weights  was  nailed  by  the  ear  to  his 
own  ihop-door,  that  the  whole  market  might  know  the  knave,  and 
watch  him  in  future  ; a punifhment  which  fet  Jews,  Armenians, 
and  Greeks,  the  ordinary  offenders  in  this  country  (for  Turks  and 
Tartars  are  very  little  given  to  cheating),  much  on  their  guard, 
as  they  had  but  little  chance  of  efcaping  the  vigilant  police. 
Leffer  offences  were  inflantly  punifhed  with  the  baflinado,  and 
greater  with  the  bow-ftring,  if  a true  believer  ; for  a halter  was 
the  portion  of  an  infidel ; as  they  thought  their  old  Scythian  weapon 
difhonoured  by  the  neck  of  a Chriflian  or  Jew. 

All  this  is  now,  of  courfe,  changed,  under  the  Ruffian  dominion  ; 
where  feveral  courts  of  juftice  fupply  the  place  of  the  Cady’s  market- 
tribunal  But  it  maybe  fairly  remarked  here,  as  in  every  country 
where  complicated  laws  and  forms  exift,  that,  although  decifions 
may  be  made  with  more  deliberation  than  formerly,  yet  the  balance 
is  often  folong  held  in  the  hand  of  the  judge,  that  the  accufed  may 
grow  light  in  the  fcale  before  his  merits  are  weighed  ; and  it  fre- 
quently kicks  the  beam  from  that  very  circumflance. 

1 ihall  now  take  leave  of  this  honeft  and  hofpitable  race  of  men  ; 
(although  I may  ftill  fay  a few  words  on  their  nomade  brethren  in 
our  way  home  through  theTauric  flept,  or  plain)  with  inferring  the 
price  of  provifions  during  the  reign  of  the  Tartar  Chans,  as  left 
us  by  Mr.  Nicholas  Keelman  in  1769,  and  contrafling  it  with  their 
value  when  we  vifited  the  Taurida. 

Price  of  Provifions  in  Crim  Part  ary  in  1769,  under  the  P art  ar 

government. 

Bread , an  ocka  (23 1 ounces,  troy)  4 afpers,  or  id.  Englifh. 
Butcher's  Meat , an  ocka,  2 paras,  or  3|  d. 

A Turkey , 7 paras,  or  1 s.  o | d. 

A full-grown  Fowl , 3 paras,  or  5 | d. 

Eggs* 
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Eggs,  20  or  30,  according  to  the  feafon  of  the  year,  1 para,  or  1 1 d. 
Butter , an  ocka,  8 paras,  or  is.  2d. 

T auric  Wine,  an  ocka  of  the  beft,  5 afpers,  or  1 1 d. 

N.  B.  An  afpcr  is  an  Englilh  farthing  in  value;  a para 

equal  to  1 1 d. 


Price  of  Provifions  in  179 5,  under  the  Ruffian  government'". 


An  ocka  of  Mutton  - 

An  ocka  of  - 

si  Turkey  - 

^ Few/  .... 

Ten  Eggs  - - 

TPine , 1 6 bottles,  from  1 rouble  50  copecks  to 


Roubles.  Copecks. 


0 

l5 

0 

60 

0 

5° 

0 

*5 

0 

7 

3 

0 

N.  B.  A rouble  was  equal  to  30  pence  at  the  time  here  mentioned, 
varying  with  the  exchange;  100  copecks  are  equal  to 
a rouble,  copper. 


145  By  this  comparative  ftatement,  the  price  of  provifions  feems  to  have  been  doubled  under 
the  Ruffian  government,  from  the  vaft  depopulation  ©f  the  peninfula,  and  confequent  want  of 
cultivation. 
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From  the  Tauric  Stept,  or  Defert. 

We  fet  out  from  Sympheropol  this  morning,  and  bade  adieu  to 
the  fine  mountainous  part  of  the  Taurida,  to  launch  once  more  into 
the  Defert  that  occupies  the  Northern  half  of  the  peninfula,  from 
the  river  Salgir  to  the  Golden  Gate  ; a tra6l  only  calculated  for 
paftoral  Tartars  and  their  flocks;  of  courfe,  we  could  not  expect 
many  interefting  objects  in  our  this  day’s  journey. 

I have  always  obferved,  however,  that  when  a traveller  is  refolved 
to  be  pleafed,  and  to  draw  fome  kind  of  amufement  from  every- 
thing, inftead  of  getting  out  of  humour  at  the  more  barren  parts 
of  a journey,  he  may  commonly  find  fomething  or  other  worthy  of 
his  attention  : and  this  was  juft  our  cafe  ; for  we  met  with  fome 
ftraggling  Tartar  villages  in  the  ftept,  and  fome  flocks  of  the  fmall 
lean  Tauric  fheep  fo  famous  for  their  valuable  furs  and  the  fweet-» 
nefs  of  their  flefh  ; but  we  obferved  that  they  were  either  black  or 
fpotted,  comprifing  but  few  of  what  is  vulgarly  called  the  blue 
colour,  which  brings  fo  high  a price  for  peliffes,  muffs,  caps,  &c. 
But  what  more  particularly  attracted  our  attention  was,  a real 
Scythian  cart  drawn  by  a couple  of  dromedaries. 

This  was  a deep  vehicle,  mounted  on  two  high  ftrong  wheels, 
fomething  like  an  Englifh  baker’s  cart,  lined  firft  with  rufhes,  and 
then  with  the  fame  felt  fluff  with  which  the  Tartar  tents  are  made. 

G g A covering 
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A covering  of  the  fame  felt  was  laid  over  the  top  when  we  faw  it 
pafs,  poffibly  to  conceal  the  women,  who,  we  were  told,  had  com- 
monly travelled  in  that  kind  of  equipage  from  time  immemorial. 

Independent  of  what  we  did  fee,  you  know  that  I derive  a fund 
of  amufement  from  looking  for  what  I very  feldom  find,  viz.  the 
ruins  of  the  antient  cities  which  once  ftood  in  the  Taurida;  and 
fuch  was  my  paftime  to-day  in  returning  by  the  Eaftern  road  along 
the  coaft  of  the  Putrid  Sea,  for  the  fake  of  variety;  as  we  came  into 
the  peninfula  by  the  Weftern,  along  the  coaft  of  the  Dead  and 
Black  Seas. 

The  Limen  Zapra,  as  the  Greeks  called  the  Putrid  Sea,  feems  to 
be  a portion  of  the  Sea  of  Afoff,  cut  off  from  it  by  the  gradual  for- 
mation of  a long  narrow  fand-bank ; at  a very  remote  period,  how- 
ever, as  it  had  the  name  of  the  peninfula  of  Zeno  (Cherfonefus 
Zenonis)  in  the  time  of  the  Antients. 

This  was  the  firft  objeCt  that  drew  my  attention  to-day  in  begin- 
ning our  gallopping  hunt  after  antiquities,  while  the  fleet  Tartar 
horfes  carried  us  brifkly  forward  ; and  I was  not  a little  puzzled  to 
conjecture  how  a Greek  philofopher  could  have  left  his  name  on  a 
Tauric  fand-bank  ; till  I recollected,  that  a fon  of  the  orator  Zeno 
was  made  king  of  the  Bofphorus  by  Marc  Anthony ; this  folved  the 
difficulty  ; and,  as  to  the  name  of  Putrid  given  to  the  lake  thus  cut 
off'  from  the  fea  of  Afoff',  by  the  Cherfonefus  Zenonis,  nothing  can  be 
more  applicable  ; as,  in  faCt,  the  narrow  Straits  of  Jenitchi,  at  the 
end  of  the  bar,  being  the  only  communication  between  them,  the 
Putrid  Sea  is  really  nothing  elfe  than  a ftagnant  pool,  for  want  of 
fufficient  circulation  ; exhaling  a dangerous miafma  during  Summer, 
which  has  effectually  prevented  the  founding  of  any  modern  city  on 
its  fickly  coaft.  Ptolemy,  indeed,  mentions  a couple  of  antient  ci- 
ties in  this  diftriCt ; but  in  fo  vague  a manner,  that  we  are  left  to 
our  own  conjectures  relative  to  their  pofition. 

One  of  the  two,  Tarona , which  Ortelius  places  to  the  S.  E.  of 
Perecop,  and  the  Eaft  of  the  antient  Satarcha,  mentioned  in  a 

former 
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former  letter,  I will  venture  to  fuppofe  may  have  Rood  on  the 
Solinoy  Ozera,  or  Salt  Lake  of  the  Ruffian  maps  ; as  a trade  in  that 
mineral,  (till  a capital  article,  might  well  maintain  a city  on  its  banks  ; 
for,  to  look  for  any  thing  above  the  rank  of  a paltoral  village  in 
any  other  part  of  this  fide  of  the  grazing  plain,  where  there  is  not 
a fource  of  commerce  and  wealth  to  fupport  a city,  would  {hew 
great  ignorance  of  the  principle  which  has  in  all  ages  collected  men 
into  large  municipal  bodies. 

As  to  the  pofition  of  the  other  city  of  which  Ptolemy  fpeaks,  let 
fome  future  traveller  conjecture  refpeCting  its  fite,  who  can  difcover 
fourcesof  wealth  hidden  from  the  rapid  furvey  of  Yours,  &c. 


LETTER  LXXIII. 


lo  U certainly  expeCt  me  to  pafs  the  remainder  of  the  Tauric 
defert  without  finding  any  thing  more  worthy  of  remark  ; but  there 
you  are  miftaken  ; for,  on  the  contrary,  we  found  a new  fubjeCt  of 
attention  very  much  in  your  own  line  of  refearch. 

On  (topping  at  a village,  the  hofpitable  Tartars  brought  us  a 
wooden  diffi  of  their  favourite  koumis , with  a fmall  veil'd  of  brandy, 
both  made  from  mares’  milk,  in  defiance  of  the  opinion  of  chemifts, 
who  formerly  afferted,  that  an  ardent  fpirit  could  not  be  drawn  from 
milk , till  they  were  taught  the  Tartar  mode  of  diftillation  in  the 
wilds  of  Scythia. 
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You  will  eafily  believe  that  I did  not  let  flip  fo  favourable  an 
opportunity  of  procuring  information  relative  to  the  famous  Tartar 
dith  fo  often  the  fubject  of  converfation  in  Ruffia  ; more  particularly 
as  I knew  that  it  would  be  moft  acceptable  to  you  ; and  you 
will  judge  of  my  fuccefs  on  perufing  the  following  refult  of  our 
inquiry. 


Preparation  of  Koumis. 

To  any  given  quantity  of  warm  Mares’ Milk,  the  Criin  Tartars 
add  a fixth  part  warm  water  of  the  fame  temperature,  with  a little 
old  Koumis,  four  cows’  milk,  or  a piece  of  four  leaven  of  their  rye- 
bread,  as  a ferment ; and  mix  all  together  in  a fpecies  of  churn. 

In  the  heat  of  Summer,  very  little  agitation  is  requifite  to  throw 
this  mixture  into  fermentation  ; after  which,  nothing  more  is  necef- 
fary  than  to  break  the  thick  fcum  that  forms  at  top,  and  intimately 
mix  it  with  the  reft  of  the  fermenting  mafs,  by  three  or  four  ftrokes 
of  the  churn- ftaff  feveral  times  repeated  during  the  twenty-four 
hours  that  the  procefs  lafts  ; for  in  one  day  and  a night,  during  this 
hot  feafon,  the  koumis  is  ready  ; but,  in  Winter,  artificial  heat  and 
more  agitation  are  neceffary  to  produce  the  vinous  fermentation. 
In  fhort,  the  inftrudtions  that  you  gave  for  the  preparation  of  our 
Ruffian  quafs  in  the  LXIXth  Volume  of  the  “ Philofophical  Tranf- 
adtions  of  the  Royal  Society  of  London,”  for  the  year  1778,  are 
perfectly  applicable  to  the  Winter  preparation  of  koumis,  with  the 
foie  exception  of  the  difference  in  the  ingredients. 

The  koumis  has  a fourifh  fweet  tafte  by  no  means  unpleafant  to 
my  palate,  and  greatly  refembling  a preparation  of  milk  which  I re- 
member eating  very  often  in  my  vifit  to  Edinburgh  fome  years  ago140. 

146  The  Scotch  preparation  of  milk  to  which  Mrs.  G.  here  alludes,  is  known  in  Edinburgh  by 
the  name  of  a village  famous  for  it,  called  Corftarfin  ; from  which  the  diflt  is  named  Corftarhn 
Cream.  Editor. 

However, 
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However,  I fliould  by  no  means  choofe  to  partake  of  their  koumis 
out  of  the  goat-fkin  facks  in  which  the  Tartars  carry  it  on  their 
nomade  expeditions,  as  the  Spaniards  do  their  wine  ; which,  by  the 
by,  is  a practice  fo  common  in  Spain,  as  to  give  the  name  of  Sack  to 
a fpecies  of  fweet  wine  once  highly  prized  in  Great  Britain,  if  we 
are  to  judge  from  its  being  your  Poet  Laureat’s  aulic  reward,  and 
the  favourite  drink  of  your  humourous  glutton  Falftaff. 

But,  to  return  to  our  mares’  milk.  T hat  fluid  has  been  long 
known  to  yield  an  ardent  fpirit ; but  Pallas  tells  us,  that  he  met  in 
his  travels  a horde  of  Tartars  who  poffefled  the  fecret  of  throwing 
cows'  milk  into  the  vinous  fermentation  ; or,  in  other  words,  of  con- 
verting it  into  koumis, underthe  name  of  Arien,  from  which  they  drew 
an  ardent  fpirit  called  Arika  ; a liquor  that  may  probably  have  com- 
municated its  name  to  the  well-known  Eaft  India  fpirit  Arrack  ; at 
leaft,  I hazard  fuch  a conjedture  with  my  ufual  boldnefs,  as  I regard 
thefe  Scythian  arts  as  of  high  antiquity. 

However,  left  you  fliould  eredf  a ftill  in  our  dairy,  in  hopes  of 
converting  all  our  milk  into  cow  brandy,  permit  me  juft  to  whifper 
you,  that  the  milk  of  this  animal  gives  only  one-ninth  its  quantity 
of  arefent  fpirit,  while  the  milk  of  mares  gives  one-third  ; a won- 
derful difference  in  ceconomics,  which  you  would  do  well  to  calcu- 
late before  you  begin  your  diftillation,  if  you  have  fpeculated  on  the 
fubjeft ; but  indeed,  whether  you  have  or  not,  you  never  efcape  the 
jokes  of  your  moft  dutiful  fpoufe,  M.  G. 
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As  on  entering  the  Taurida  I faid  every  thing  that  fuch  a town  as 
Perecop  can  merit  from  a traveller,  I fhall  now  only  tell  you,  that 
we  flept  there  laft  night,  and  left  it  this  morning,  to  plunge  a fecond 
time  into  the  Nogay  defert  in  our  way  back  to  Nicolayef  on  the 
Bog,  our  head- quarters  for  a time ; indeed,  till  the  roads  fhall  be 
good  enough  for  our  return  to  Peterfburg. 

In  hopes  of  varying  the  monotonous  fcenery  of  a vaft  wild,  we 
took  a different  route  from  what  we  purfued  in  coming,  and  crofTed 
the  defert  towards  the  fhore  of  the  Dead  Sea ; to  which  I was  the 
rather  induced  by  a hope  of  feeing  the  ruins  of  fome  of  the  antient 
cities  which  the  Greek  and  Roman  geographers  fpeak  of  on  that 
coaff. 

Our  fearch  after  ruins,  however,  was  as  fruitlefs  here  as  it  had 
often  been  in  the  Taurida  which  we  have  left;  yet  that  did 
not  deter  me  from  marking  the  pofition  of  one  of  them  in  my  Map, 
on  the  angle  of  the  Sinus  Carcinatis  of  the  Antients  ; as  we  know 
that  this  city  gave  its  name  of  Tamyraca  to  that  gulph,  before  the 
Crim  Tartars  changed  it  a third  time  to  the  name  that  it  ftill  bears, 
viz.  the  Gulph  of  Koreli. 

How  the  antient  cities  faid  to  have  formerly  flood  on  this  coaft 
were  fupplied  with  frefh  water,  is  a queftion  that  we  mufl  naturally 
afk,  after  having  found  neither  rivers,  rivulets,  nor  fprings,  in  its 
whole  extent ; nay,  we  did  not  even  fee  a trace  of  the  deep  wells 

which 
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which  they  mu  ft  have  dug  to  fupply  the  want  of  them  ; although, 
indeed,  they  may  have  been  filled  up  with  fand  in  a number  of  ages, 
and  fo  compleatly  levelled  with  the  reft  of  the  plain  as  not  to  be 
now  vifible. 

Leaving  then  the  fruitlefs  fearch  of  ruins,  we  found  fome  enter- 
tainment in  examining  a number  of  fculptured  ftones  fcattered  over 
the  deferts  to  the  Eaft  of  the  Dnieper. 

They  are  Handing  perpendicularly  in  the  ground,  bearing  each 
the  buft  of  a man  or  woman  tolerably  fculptured  for  Tartar  work- 
manlhip  ; which  there  can  be  no  doubt  of  their  being,  from  the 
particular  drefs  in  which  they  are  reprefented,  and  the  marked  fea- 
tures of  the  Calmouks,  or  Huns.  But  whether  thefe  rude  monu- 
ments of  antiquity  (for  the  prefent  race  of  Tartars  know  nothing 
about  them,)  'were  originally  intended  to  diftinguifh  the  grave  of  a 
Scythian  chief147,  or  to  mark  the  limits  of  his  grazing  ground,  like 
the  Roman  termini , I will  not  take  upon  me  to  determine  in  my 
pre  ent  inadequate  knowledge  of  Tartar  antiquities  ; although  I 
have  travelled  over  fo  much  of  their  territory,  and  even  tailed  their 
koumis  and  mares’  milk  brandy. 

We  had  now  given  over  all  hopes  of  drawing  further  amufement 
from  the  Nogay  defect,  and  were  hurrying  on  to  the  Boryfthenes, 
when  we  molt  unexpectedly  fpied  a few  Scythian  tents,  exactly  the 
fame  to  this  day  as  defcribed  by  Greek  and  Roman  authors.  To 
enable  you  to  judge  for  yourfelf,  however,  1 fhall  give  you  an  exact 
defcription  of  thole  which  we  examined. 

They  were  of  a circular  form,  about  four  feet  high  and  eight  feet 
in  diameter,  covered  firft  with  rufhes,  and  then  with  a very  thick 
fpecies  of  felt  cloth,  both  outwardly  and  inwardly ; fo  as  to  keep 
the  inhabitants  warm  and  dry  in  all  weathers. 

147  See  an  Inquiry  into  the  Origin  of  thefe  rude  Statues  at  the  end  of  the  volume.  Appendix, 

No.  III. 
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At  the  top  is  a round  opening,  out  of  which  arifes  aflag-ftaff  and 
banner,  to  diftinguifh  the  horde  ; and,  as  the  fire-place  is  in  the 
center  of  the  tent,  the  fmoke  iffues  from  the  fame  opening,  and 
keeps  the  Tartar  pendant  in  conftant  motion,  even  when  there  is 
no  wind.  However,  a fire  is  never  lighted  in  the  banner-tents  but 
in  very  cold  weather  ; as  there  are  others  allotted  to  the  purpofe 
of  cookery,  &c. 

The  door,  which  i-s  always  covered  with  a fluff  of  the  fame 
colour  as  the  banner,  is  fo  fmall  and  low,  that  you  can  with  diffi- 
culty get  into  thefe  nomade  tents,  even  to  vifit  a chief ; and  when 
you  do,  you  find  no  other  furniture  than  a bulrufh  mat  or  carpet, 
a couple  of  felt  mattralfes  fpread  on  the  ground,  with  a fabre,  bow 
and  arrows  hanging  up  on  the  fide  ; and  when  the  owner  is  able  to 
add  a gun  and  piftol  to  his  armory,  he  is  moft  completely  equipped 
for  the  fpecies  of  irregular  war  that  he  occafionally  engages  in. 
Thefe  laft-mentioned  inflrumcnts  of  death  are  the  only  addition  to 
the  furniture  of  a Scythian  tent  fince  the  days  of  Herodotus,  who  firfl 
mentioned  them  and  their  owners  under  the  name  of  Hamaxobitii'^ , 
or  a people  dwelling  in  tents  drawn  by  horfes  ; as  applicable  to  the 
Tartars  cf  the  prefent  day;  as  to  their  anceftors  the  Scythians; 
for  the  very  tents  that  I have  been  delcribing,  called  Kabitkics , are 
placed  on  carts  of  the  fame  name,  and  drawn  with  their  inha- 
bitants from  one  grazing  ground  to  another,  as  the  difference  of 
feafon,  or  a want  of  pallure  for  their  numerous  flocks,  demands  a 
change  of  place.  The  women  are  kept  in  feparate  tents  pitched 
ne^r  thofe  of  the  men,  and  clofely  Ihut  up  from  public  view  ; fo 
that  we  here  found  the  haram  or  feraglio  in  its  primitive  form, 
which  feems  to  have  taken  origin  in  the  defert. 

The  kitchen  utenfils,  as  Ample  as  the  drefs,  manners,  and  food 
of  thefe  paftoral  wanderers,  are  kept  in  the  female  tents,  and 

See  Letter  X. 
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confift  only  of  a large  iron  kettle,  a fmaller  with  a tripod,  and  a 
block  of  wood  for  the  kitchen  drelfer. 

When  a horde  are  encamped  together,  as  is  commonly  the  cafe 
(for  the  party  that  we  faw  were  only  a {mail  detachment),  they  are 
under  the  command  of  their  murfa,  a kind  of  patriarchal  chief,  of 
much  fuperiour  confequence  and  authority  to  the  petty  leader  to 
whom  we  paid  our  compliments  from  a motive  of  curiofity. 

Nothing  more  attracted  our  attention  till  we  arrived  at  Alelky,  a 
handfome  village  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Dnieper  (much  lower 
down  than  the  town  of  Beriflaf,  where  we  croffed  that  river  in  going 
to  the  Taurida),  placed  in  a fertile  fpot,  abounding  in  rich  pafture ; 
a fact  of  which  the  quality  of  the  milk  and  butter  that  we  met 
with  here,  would  have  convinced  us,  even  if  we  had  not  feen  the 
herd  of  fine  cows  that  produced  them.  This  village  likewife  fur- 
nifhed  us  with  melons  of  an  extraordinary  fize  and  flavour  ; but 
what  moft  particularly  excited  our  furprife  was,  the  fize  of  their 
millet  feed,  growing  on  (talks  as  thick  as  fmall  bamboos. 

How  much  is  it  to  be  regretted,  that  fo  valuable  a diftridt  fhould 
imbibe  the  feeds  of  deftrudtion  to  man,  from  the  fame  caufe  to 
which  it  owes  its  fertility  ! for,  the  vernal  overflowing  of  the  Bo- 
ryfthenes  leaves  here  a valt  quantity  of  vegetable  and  animal  mat- 
ter, which,  though  it  greatly  enriches  the  foil,  exhales,  during  July 
and  Auguft,  a dangerous  marfh  miafma,  which  is,  unfortunately, 
watted  to  Cherfon  by  an  Eaft  wind  that  reigns  in  thofe  months,  and 
carries  with  it  death  and  deftruction  to  the  inhabitants  of  that  de- 
voted city,  now  aefervedly  abandoned  for  Nicolayef  by  the  troops, 
&c.  as  explained  in  a former  letter. 

This  and  fome  other  examples  which  I have  obferved  in  my 
travels  evidently  demonftrate,  that  the  overflowing  of  rivers  in  hot 
climates  is  either  a curfe  or  a blefling  to  man,  according  to  his  in- 
dolence or  induftry  ; for,  if  this  fuperfluous  water  were  wifely  con- 
duced, by  fmall  canals  and  other  contrivances,  to  fertilize  the  ad- 
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joining  country,  inftead  of  letting  it  form  a dangerous  morafs  in 
one  fpot,  it  would  be  as  ufeful  to  man,  as  it  is  now  deftruytive. 

One  molt  Itriking  illullration  of  this  fa£f  we  have  in  the  over- 
flowing of  the  Nile  ; which,  to  the  antient  induftrious  Egyptians, 
was  a l'ource  of  wealth  and  health  ; while  to  the  prefent  flothful 
race  it  only  brings  yearly  peltilence  fince  the  antient  canals  and  re- 
fervoirs  have  been  allowed  to  fill  up.  However,  it  mult  at  the 
fame  time  be  acknowledged,  that  fuch  public  works  not  only  require 
tire  aid  of  government,  and  a number  of  hands,  but  likewife  a 
more  intelligent  and  laborious  race  of  men  than  the  prefent  Tartar 
inhabitants  ; for  no  branch  of  rural  ceconomy  demands  more  Ikili 
and  attention  than  a well-regulated  fyltem  of  irrigation149. 

But  to  continue  our  journey  : — We  embarked  at  Alefky,  where 
the  Boryfthenes  is  magnificently  wide,  and  rolls  its  majeftic  waves 
through  a foreft  of  rulhes,  peopled  with,  fuch  a variety  of  water- 
fowl,  that  when  dilturbed  they  darken  the  air.  From  thence  we 
failed  about  20  verlts  up  to  Cherfon  ; and,  in  following  the  various 
turnings  of  the  river,  had  every  now  and  then  a glimpfe  of  that  city, 
which  we  prefently  loft  again.  This,  occurring  many  times  during 
our  fhort  voyage,  became  a curious  fort  of  game  at  hide  and  feek, 
which  had  a fine  effedft,  and  agreeably  beguiled  the  diftance  by 
flattering  us  feveral  times  with  being  at  the  end  of  our  journey 
before  we  really  arrived.  In  fhort,  my  good  friend,  we  ended  our 
Tour  (for  the  remainder  of  our  route  to  Nicolayef  you  know 
already)  with  a moft  fportive  play  of  perfpedlive,  which  brought 
us,  in  good  humour,  to  Cherfon  ; whence  we  lhall  fet  off  to-mor- 
row morning  for  our  head- quarters  on  the  Bog,  and  remain  with 
the  hofpitable  family  of  the  Commander  in  Chief,  till  the  roads 
permit  my  return  to  my  own  in  St.  Peterfburg,  where  I hope  foon 
to  fhow  all  my  friends  with  what  health,  fpirits,  and  gaiety,  an. 

149  See  a paper  On  the  Philofophy  of  Agriculture  by  the  Editor  of  this  Tour,  printed  in  the 
additional  Appendix  to  the  Report  on  Manures  by  the  Board  of  Agriculture. 

invalid 
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invalid  returns  from  the  charming  vallies  of  the  Taurida,  to  em- 
brace her  anxious  friends  and  relatives  at  home ; and  to  convince 
you  with  how  much  fincerity  and  attachment  (lie  is  your  affec- 
tionate wife,  Maria  Guthrie. 


L ETTE  R LXXV. 

r- 


Nicolayif,  on  the  Bog. 

Here,  my  good  friend,  am  I caught  in  a manner  that  I never 
dreamed  of,  and  compelled  to  winter  in  Nicolayef,  as,  from  the 
mildnefs  of  the  feafon,  there  is  no  appearance  either  of  the  rivers 
being  frozen,  or  the  roads  pra&icable  in  a fledge  ; and  as  for  my 
attempting  the  journey  to  Peterfburg  in  my  pofl-coach  on  wheels , it 
is  perfedlly  out  of  the  queflion  ; for  the  couriers  who  arrive  in  the 
light  Kabitkies,  or  carts  of  the  country,  have  much  difficulty  to 
reach  us,  after  hair-breadth  efcapes  on  the  intermediate  rivers, 
filled  with  floating  ice,  which  is  formed  in  the  North,  though 
unable  to  unite,  as  ufual,  in  the  South,  for  want  of  the  accuftomed 
degree  of  cold. 

Patience,  then,  I mult  not  only  take  to  myfelf,  but  preach  it 
to  my  family  at  home. 

To  make  the  molt,  therefore,  of  fo  cruel  a difappointment,  I 
ihall  employ  my  leifure  hours  till  fpring  (when  I can  be  retired 
from  the  company  of  the  amiable  family  of  the  x^dmiral),  in  giving 
you  a fketch  of  the  general  hittory  of  the  antient  colonies  on  the 
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Ihores  of  the  Euxine  and  Maeotis,  to  connect,  and  bring  into  one- 
point  of  view,  the  detached  and  local  hiltories  of  iuch  of  them  as 
we  vifited  in  our  Tour  ; for,  it  mull  be  acknowledged,  that  the 
whole  were  fo  intimately  linked  together  by  ties  of  blood,  inter- 
courfe,  and  commerce,  that  it  is  difficult  to  form  a clear  idea  of  a 
part,  without  a certain  degree  of  acquaintance  with  the  totality  of. 
the  fubjecl. 

This,  however,  I (hall  enter  upon  in  my  next  ; as  gratitude,. 
refpeCt,  and  even  admiration,  induce  me  to  dedicate  the  remainder  of 
the  prefent  letter  to  the  charming  family  in  which  1 live,  and  which 
nothing  could  engage  me  to  wifh  to  leave  fo  foon,  but  the  ardent 
defire  of  a mother  to  fee  her  children  ; for  I will  not  fay  a word  of 
my  impatience  to  rejoin  my  hulband,  as  you  men  are  already  quite 
vain  enough  without  fuch  declarations. 

As  to  your  mod  refpeflable  old  friend  Admiral  Mordwinoff,  yon 
know  better  than  I can  tell  you  the  uprightnefs  of  his  mind,  and. 
the  fuavity  of  his  manners  ; but  as  your  fair  countrywoman,  his 
lady,  never  accompanies  her  hulband  to  Peterfburg,  although  fo 
well  entitled  in  every  refpedt  to  appear  at  court,  fome  account  of 
that  interelling.  fair-one  1 am  lure  will  be  acceptable  ; and  I will 
begin  it  by  alluring  you,  that  file  feems  to  have  been  intended  by 
nature  for  the  worthy  Admiral,  to  whom  by  fortune  Ihe  has  been 
united. 

The  entire  pleafure  and  happinefs  of  this  ornament  of  her  fex 
feems  to  confift  in  her  line  family  and  domellic  duties  ; for  Ihe  really* 
appears  above  the  little  vanity  of  etiquette  and  precedency  attached 
to  her  fituation  and  rank,  as  wife  of  the  Commander  in  Chief  of 
the  fleets  on  the  Black  Sea  ; behaving  to  every  one  with  that  noble 
fimplicity  of  manner,  and  native  unaffected  politenefs,  which  ever 
fpring  from  a cultivated  mind  and  found  judgment. 

The  influence  that  the  example  of  chiefs  has  on  the  manners 
and  morals  of  a rifing  colony,  is  finely  illuflrated  at  Nicolayef  in 
many  refpeCts  ; but  it  ftruck  me  molt  forcibly  at  the  Admiral’s 
public  affemblies ; where  I obferved,  that  every  lady  feemed  to  vie 
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with  her  neighbour,  who  fhould  appear  there  with  the  greateft 
neatnefs  and  fimplicity  of  drefs,  to  be  in  uniformity  with  the  charm- 
ing miftrefs  of  the  houfe,  who  always  prefides  in  a plain  linen  or 
cotton  gown,  more  ornamented  by  her  native  graces  and  diftin- 
guifhed  urbanity,  than  by  all  the  ruinous  finery  fo  common  every 
where  elfe  in  Ruffia,  but  which  the  example  of  this  worthy  couple 
has  banifhed  from  the  fettlement  entrufted  to  their  care,  to  the 
great  relief  of  the  inhabitants  (moftly  in  the  fervice  of  govern- 
ment), who  are  thereby  enabled  to  live  comfortably  on  their  pay, 
although  very  inadequate  to  fupport  luxury  at  the  end  of  the  1 8th 
century,  however  ample  it  may  have  been  in  the  time  of  Peter  I, 
the  great  founder  of  the  military,  naval,  and  civil  eftablifhments. 

There  is  one  material  want  moft  evident  in  this  new  colony  ; and 
that  is  of  ladies,  if  I may  judge  from  the  number  of  fuitors  for 
the  hand  of  the  young  woman  who  left  her  attendance  on  our 
children  to  accompany  me  in  my  journey. 

The  amiable  Lady  Mordwinof,  who  is  fo  much  above  all 
petty  prejudices,  having  infilled  on  her  dining  at  table,  fhe  was 
courted  alternately  by  three  officers,  and  married  the  laft  who  en- 
tered the  lifts  (I  verily  believe)  beoaufe  he  was  an  Englifhman,  as- 
fhe  had  a liking  to  your  country,  and  fpoke  the  language. 

Thus  you  fee,  my  good  friend,  that  the  liberality  of  mind  of  my 
fair  hoftefs,  and  the  fcarcity  of  females  in  Nicolayef,  has  left  me 
to  return  alone  to  St.  Peterfburg,  if  I can  find  no  one  to  fupply  the 
place  of  Mrs.  Young,  for  that  is  her  new  name  ; but,  imiead  of 
being  offended  at  Cupid  for  playing  me  fuch  a trick,  I am,  or  the 
contrary,  thankful  that  he  did  not  draw  his  bow  before  my  Tour, 
to  the  Taurida  ; and  I confole  myfelf  with  contemplating  the  hap- 
pinel's  of  the  young  couple. 

Do  not,  however,  be  alarmed  at  the  idea  of  my  travelling  uni- 
attended,  as  the  Admiral  has  appointed  an  officer,  a ferjeant,  and. 
a foldier,  to  fee  me  fafe  to  my  own  houfe  ; fo  that  only  a female 
is  wanting  ; and,  if  I can  do  no  better,  I {hall  take  with  me  a 
failor’s  wife,  who  now  acts  as  waiting-woman  to  Yours,  &c.. 

LETTER. 
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I SHALL  now  begin  my  purpofed  hiftorical  fketcli  of  the  Greek 
and  Roman  colonies,  &c.  founded  on  the  ihores  of  the  Euxine  and 
Mteotis. 

We  are  told,  that  on  the  fall  of  Troy 150  the  reftlefs  Grecian 
chiefs  difperfed  in  queft  of  new  exploits  ; Menelaus  to  Phoenicia  and 
Egypt ; Diomede  to  the  i\driatic  ; and  fo  on.  But  the  hero  whofe 
adventures  relate  to  my  fubjedt,  and  with  whom  alone  I have  any 
thing  to  do,  was  Neoptolemus  (fon  of  Achilles),  who  failed  with 
his  ThefTalians  into  the  Euxine  or  Black  Sea,  and  made  his  firft 
landing  at  the  mouth  of  the  Danube,  known  to  the  Greeks  70 
years  before  by  the  flight  of  Jafon,  who  took  that  road  with  the 
daughter  and  treafur.e  of  the  unhappy  King  of  Colchis,  who  was 
robbed  of  both  by  the  Argonauts  fo  famous  in  antient  hiftory  for 
this  piratical  expedition  ; nay,  foirie  of  thefe  lawlefs  adventurers 
were  even  deified  for  the  nefarious  exploit,  which  certainly,  in  a 
political  point  of  view,  fetting  afide  the  moral  turpitude  of  the 
adtion,  was  of  infinite  national  importance  to  Greece  ; as  the  dis- 
covery of  the  rich  countries  on  the  fhorcs  of  the  Black  Sea  opened 
a new  and  vaft  field  for  commerce  and  colonization,  to  bold  and 
enterprifing  maritime  dates  ; although  they  clothed  the  great  event 
in  the  drefs  of  fable,  according  to  their  ufual  cuftom  in  all  fuch 

150  In  fpite  of  every  argument  brought  to  prove  the  non-exiltence  of  the  fiege  of  Troy,  in  the 
very  ingenious  work  of  the  learned  Pretident  of  the  Antiquarian  Society  of  London,  the  Grecian 
chiefs  evidently  feem  to  have  been  alfembled  about  that  time  on  fome  expedition. 
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cafes  ; and  it  muiT  be  remarked,  that  the  mode  of  collecting  the 
gold-dull  wafhed  down  from  the  Caucafus  by  mountain  torrents,  as 
ftill  praCtifed  in  the  antient  Colchis,  greatly  favoured  the  Grecian 
tafte  for  apologue  ; as  the  woolly  fheep-fkins,  funk  in  the  rivers  to 
colled  the  glittering  treafure,  are  by  no  means  unlike  a golden 
fleece  when  drawn  out  of  the  water  all  befpangled  with  particles  of 
that  precious  metal. 

This  expedition,  then,  of  Neoptolemus,  with  which  I begin 
my  fubject,  feems  to  have  been  the  firft  attempt  to  turn  to  national 
advantage  the  Argonautic  difeoveries  ; as  we  find  him  immediately 
beginning  a fyftem  of  colonization,  by  driving  a Scythian  horde, 
highly  celebrated  by  Strabo  for  innocence  and  gentlenefs  of  man- 
ners, from  their  lands  at  the  mouth  of  the  liter,  or  Danube,  and 
obliging  them  to  take  refuge  in  the  ifland  of  Pence , furrounded  by 
two  of  the  branches  or  mouths  of  that  noble  river. 

On  the  fpot  thus  obtained  by  cruelty  and  violence,-  he  formed  the 
fettlement  of  Tome  Isl,  afterwards  fo  famous  for  the  exile  of  Ovid  ; 
and  thence  proceeded  to  the  Tyras,  now  the  river  Dniefter  ; at  the 
mouth  of  which  he  ereCted  a tower  bearing  his  own  name,  probably 
as  a mark  of  poffeffion,  as  the  moderns  plant  a crofs  or  flag  on  a 
newly- difeovered  ifland  ; and  there  left  a fmall  colony  which  he 
called  Hermonaffa. 

Neoptolemus  next  proceeded  to  the  neck  of  land  where  the 
Ruffian  fort  of  Kinburn  now  hands.  There  he  built  a maufo- 
leum 15z  furrounded  by  a facred  w'ood,  and  celebrated  eque-ftrian 
games  to  the  manes  of  his  father  ; which  occafioned  the  fpot  to  be 
ever  after  called  by  the  antients  Dromos  Achilleos  I53,  or  the  Courfe 
of  Achilles  ; indeed  that  antique  appellation  feems  to  be  ftill 
preferved  in  the  Turkifh  name  of  the  place;  for  Kill,  or  Achill- 

151  Strabo  tells  us,  in  his  7th  hook,  that  Achilles  was  worfhipped  amongft  the  Getesj  (e  and  on 
the  Danube,”  adds  Dion  Cliryibftom  in  his  36th  oration. 

152  Rather  a cataphaleus. 

153  Strabo  tells  us,  in  his  7th  book,  p.  472,  that  Achilles  had  a flattie,  temple,  and  Radium  cn.- 
the  Eorytihenes  y the  lad.  he  calls  Ago?™,-  A^i \\iui. 

bourn. 
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bourn,  means  the  Cape  or  Promontory  of  Achilles.  Here  ended 
expedition  of  Neoptolemus. 


IS6 


The  next  fleet 
of  adventurers 
that  entered  the 
Euxine,  appear 
to  have  been  the 
Cariens,  or  Mi- 
le fians  IJS,  from 
the  city  of  Miletus  in  Caria  ; a peo- 
ple who  feem  originally  to  have  been 
what  the  Greeks  called  Barbarians  (an 
appellation  which  they  proudly  be- 
llowed on  every  one  not  of  Grecian 
origin),  although  they  were  early  incorporated  with  them  in  their 
military  exploits,  from  being  the  Svvifs,  or  foldiers  of  fortune,  of 
that  period  ; ever  ready  to  hire  themfelves  out  to  the  belligerent 
powers,  or  even  to  co-operate  at  their  own  expence  where  rich 
plunder  was  the  prize;  like  the  Ruffian  Colfaks,  Bafkeers,  &c.  to 
this  day  ; infomuch  that  they  were  even  faid  to  have  given  origin  to 
the  word  Miles , a foldier.  Thefe  profeflional  warri-ors  foon  van- 
quilhed  the  feeble  fleet  of  the  Chaldeans,  or  Chalybs,  the  foie  pro- 


IS4  The  temple  of  Apollo  Didymenos  of  Milet,  burned  by  Xerxes;  with  his  ftatue,  and  two 
•men  with  lighted  brands  in  the  aft  of  firing  it. 

Iss  As  the  Editor  confidered  the  Greek  colonies  on  the  Euxine  as  very  imperfectly  known  to 
the  Public  at  large,  he  thought  that  giving  fkctches  of  autonamate  coins  fitruck  by  the  principal 
cities  mentioned  in  this  Tour,  when  they  were  free  and  independent  Greek  towns/  might  have  a 
good  effeft  in  convincing  fceptical  readers  not  only  of  the  exiftence  of  fuch  colonies,  but  even  of 
their  antient  confequence ; for  which  reafon  only  three  Imperial  medals  will  be  found  in  the  whole 
number;  that  is  to  fay,  .coins  ltruck  by  them  after  being  conquered  by  the  Romans ; and,  as  moft 
of  thofe  colonies  were  planted  by  the  Milefians,  a couple  of  fine  medals  of  the  mother  country 
(viz.  the  city  of  Miletus  in  Caria)  are  given,  to  begin  with,  from  Pellerin,  as  are  moft  of  the 
others.  More  on  this  fubjeft  will  be  found  in  Letter  LXXXV. 

*-'6  Obvcrfe,  the  Didym.cn  Apollo.— — Reverfe,  the  proper  arms  or  emblem  of  Milet,  with  the 
infeription  Milefi. 

tedlion 
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tedlion  of  the  Southern  coaft  of  the  Euxine,  and  founded  feveral 
colonies  in  Afia  Minor  ; fuch  as  Trapezus,  Hermonafta,  Ccrafus, 
Ifcopolis,  &c.  but  above  all  Sinope  and  Heraclea,  the  capitals  of 
their  fettlements  in  Paphlagonia  and  Bythinia,  with  which  they 
probably  began  their  fyftem  of  colonization,  as  being  neared;  at 
hand,  and  extended  it  gradually  Eaftvvard  along  the  coaft,  as  far  as 
Trapezus,  or,  as  it  is  now  called,  Trebifond. 

It  was  not  long  before  they  difcovered  like  wife  the  oppofite  coaft 
of  the  Taurida,  by  the  fhipwreck  thereon  of  Oreftes,  and  his  fub- 
fequent  efcape,  with  his  filler,  from  the  bloody  temple  of  Diana  ; 
for  they  availed  themfelves  of  his  knowledge  of  the  country,  to 
fend  him,  at  the  head  of  a colony  from  the  Greek  fettlement  of 
Heraclea  in  Bythinia,  which  founded  the  city  of  Cherfon  in  a fmall 
peninfula,  that  they  named,  in  honour  of  the  mother  colony, 
Cherfones  Heraclea , clofe  by  the  temple  of  the  Tauric  goddefs  ; and 
revenged  on  the  cruel  inhabitants  their  leader  Oreftes,  who  had  fo 
nearly  been  facrificed  on  her  altar. 

They  now  extended  their  fettlements  along  the 
Tauric  coaft,  as  far  as  the  Cimmerian  Bofphorus  ; (0^4 
building,  in  fucceftion,  the  cities  of  Tbeodocia  yKp 
and  Panticapeos  ; then,  palling  the  Straits,  they  founded  the  city 
of  Phanagoria  on  the  illand  of  that 
name,  and  ran  up  their  polls  along 
the  Afiatic  fhore  of  the  Masotis,  as 
far  as  their  great  northern  mart 
Tanais,  or  AfofF,  which  they  built 

on  the  Don  (then  the  river  Tanais)  ; with  Alopecia,  on  an  illand 
at  its  mouth  ; and  the  other  intermediate  cities  mentioned  in  the 
Tour,  and  laid  down  on  the  Map  that  accompanies  it. 

Befide  all  thefe  fettlements  in  the  Taurida,  and  on  the  Afiatic  fide 
of  the  Bofphorus,  it  feems  to  have  been  the  lame  commercial 
Cai  lans,  01  IMilcfians,  who  reaped  all  the  fruits  of  Neoptolemus's 
•expedition  to  the  Jfter,  Tyras,  &c.  ; for  we  hear  no  more  of  either 
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him  or  his  colony  ; while  we  know  that  all  the  trading  cities  on  the 
Dniefter  and  Dnieper  were  built  by  the  Milefians  ; fuch  as  Ofiufa, 
Niconia,  and  Tyras,  on  the  firft  of  thefe  rivers  ; with  the  city  of 
Olbio,  or  The  Happy,  on  the  fecond,  the  great  mart  for  Scythian, 
as  Tanais  on  the  Don  was  for  Sarmatian  barter. 

i 


LETTER  LXXVII. 


To  finifh  the  hiftory  of  the  Milefian  colonies  on  the  Euxine,  with- 
out interrupting  the  narration  with  the  eftablifhmcnts  made  by 
others,  I fhall  now  follow  them  to  the  Well:  coall  of  the  Black  Sea  ; 
although  in  fo  doing,  for  the  fake  of  perfpicuity,  I fhall  be  guilty 
of  a great  anachronifm  ; as  the  colonies  of  the  Cuban  and  the 
Caucafus  were  certainly  planted  by  the  other  Grecian  Rates,  before 
the  Milefian  fettlement  of  Heraclea  in  Afia  Minor  had  had  time  to 
multiply  to  fuch  a degree,  as  to  fend  forth  two  fucceffive  de- 
tachments. 

When  the  colony  of  Heraclea  had  fo  much  increafed  in  popu- 
lation, as  to  be  ready  for  a fecond  emigration,  alter  fending  out 
the  Tauric  colony  mentioned  above,  they  diredted  their  courfe  to 
the  Weft  coall:  of  the  Euxine,  as  the  only  remaining  fhore  of  this 
fea  that  offered  a chance  for  a new  fettlement ; and  even  that  was 
already  occupied  in  its  whole  extent,  except  a fingle  fpot  (which 
will  be  mentioned  toward  the  end  of  this  Tetter),  moftly  by  their 

own 
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own  countrymen  the  Milefians,  diredtly  from  the  mother  country, 
who  feem  to  have  rivalled  even  the  Phoenicians  in  a daring  fpirit  of 
mercantile  adventure.  We  muft  now  take  a furvey  of  the  Weft 
coaft  at  the  time  when  the  Heraclean  colony  arrived  there. 

Tome  and  Iftria  toward  the  mouth  of  the 
Danube,  thirty-one  miles  diftant  from  each 
other,  belonged  to  the  Carians  (both  reduced 
to  infignificant  places  in  the  time  of  Strabo)  ; 
and  the  fame  people  had  like  wife  founded  the 
two  cities  of  Crulii  and  Odefta  a little  far- 
ther to  the  South,  and  bordering  on  the 
fettlements  of  Naulocus  and  Mefembria, 
founded  by  the  Megarians.  Then 
again,  the  Milefian  colonies  occupied 
the  coaft  to  the  Southward  of  Mount 
Hemus,  where  flood  their  ftrong  for- 
tified city  of  Apollonias,  built  partly 
on  an  ifland,  partly  on  the  continent,  and 
noted  for  both  its  fort  and  arfenal  ; while 
its  temple  of  Apollo,  and  its  celebrated 
ftatue  of  that  god,  made  it  famous  through 
all  Greece,  till  that  fine  piece  of  antient 
fculpture  was  carried  to  Rome  by  Lucullus,  on  the  Roman  conqueft 
of  the  country. 

The  reft  of  the  coaft  down  to  Byzantium,  now  Conftantinople, 
was  moftly  occupied  by  the  Tynian  Thracians,  mafters  of  the  cities 
of  Thinopolis,  Andrea,  and  Salmidefta ; while  the  remainder  was 
a dangerous  rocky  ftiore,  without  a {ingle  port  to  take  refuge  in  ; 
indeed,  all  navigators  drove  to  keep  at  a diftance  from  it ; as  either 

157  A branch  of  the  Vine  on  the  reverie  of  Mefembria  fhows  either  that  it  was  famous  for 
wine,  or  that  Bacchus,  whofe  head  is  reprefented  on  the  obverfe,  was  worlhiuped  there. 
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death,  or,  what  was  (till  worfe,  Thracian  flavery,  awaited  the  un- 
happy feamen  who  reached  the  inhofpitable  land158. 

After  this  furvey  of  the  Weft  coaft  of  the  Euxine,  from  the  Danube 
down  to  Byzantium-,  it  becomes  evident  that  the  Heraclean  colony 
had  no  great  choice  of  place  ; and,  in  fabl,  they  only  found  one 
fpot  vacant  a little  to  the  South  of  Tome,  in  beginning  their 
furvey  ; which  probably  had  been  left  unoccupied  on  account  of  the 
dangerous  nature  of  the  place  ; as  the  city  of  Callatiae,  which  they 
built  there,  was  foon  after  demolifhed  by  the  fame  earthquake 

which  fwallowed  up  nearly  half  the 
city  and  port  of  Byzon,  another  Gre- 
cian fettlement  on  this  fhore. 

So  tragic  an  end  of  their  new 
eftablifhment  obliged  them  to  fleer 
their  courfe  home  again  ; but,  as  probably  the  fame  caufe  which 
had  made  them  emigrate  ftill  exifted  in  Heraclea,  and  prefented  a 

I5?  Byzantium  was  originally  founded  by  the  Megarians  722  years  before  Chrift,  and  rebuilt  by 
the  Milefians  on  account  of  its  line  lecure  port,  and  its  favourable  lituation  to  command  the 
Thracian  Bofphorus ; which  afterwards  canted  its  alliance  to  be  courted  both  by  Sparta  and  Athens  ; 
though  the  laft  fucceeded,  on  account  of  its  great  commerce  and  naval  power,  which  enabled  it 
to  hold  in  fubjeftion  molt  of  the  illands  in  the  ^Egean  Sea,  from  Attica  all  the  way  up  to  Byzan- 
tium, and  to  have  a chain  of  colonies  or  factories  upon  them/extending  even  through  thefe  Straits, 
and  along  the  coaft  of  Alia  Minor  on  the  Euxinej  down  to  the  city  of  Amifas,  which  they  beau- 
tified ; and  I fulpedt  that  the  city  of  A then*  (now  Athenah),  much  farther  down  the  coaft,  was 
built  and  named  by  them  after  their  Attic  capital.  The  city  of  Byzantium  was  noble  and  fpacious, 
enjoying  a popular  government,  with  fine  public  buildings,  a ftrong  fort,  gymnafium,  &c.  &c. 
It  owed  its  great  opulence  to  a lucrative  fifhery-,  and  a duty  on  all  lhips  palling  to  and  from  the 
Euxine,  like  Denmark  at  prefent  with  regard  to  the  Baltic  ; befides  the  great  profit  that  it  drew 

from  all  the  paffiug  fiiips  fpending  money  there,  and  afterwards 
leaving  goods  for  fale,  inftead  of  carrying  them  to  the  Euxine 
markets,  when  the  feafon  was  not  favourable  for  navigating 
that  dangerous  Sea.  — Its  fait  filh  was  famous  all  over 
Greece. 


* As  the  fifhery  of  the  Pelamides  xvas  a great  ohjefl  to  the  inhabitants  of  Byzantium,  it  would  feem,  from  the  fiih- 
kook.  in  a laurel  crown,  that  rewards  were  given  to  expert  filhers, 

valid 
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valid  reafon  againft  their  re-entering  the 
fettlement,  they  found  themfelves  obliged 
to  turn  their  force  againft  the  adjacent 
country  of  Paphlagonia,  inhabited  by 
the  Cauconiand  Heneti,  of  which  they  took 
pofteftion  without  much  oppofition  ; moft  oft  y 
the  able-bodied  men  being  foldiers  of  for- 
tune,  who  ferved  any  State  that  chofe  to  employ  them,  and  were 
then  abfent  on  a diftant  expedition  ; fo  that  they  feizcd  on  the 
remaining  part  of  the  province  exatftly  in  the  fame  manner  that 
their  anceftors  had  feized  on  the  firft  portion  of  it,  when  they 
founded  Sinope  and  the  other  Milefian  cities  on  this  coaft  ; that  is  to 
fay,  in  the  abfence  of  its  natural  defenders  the  Heneti  (then  famous 
as  cavalry,  and  for  the  firft  breed  of  mules  known  to  antiquity),  who, 
having  followed  their  King  Pylemenus  to  defend  Troy,  when  fum- 
moned  by  old  Priam,  for  the  moft  part  fell  there  with  their  valiant 
fovereign,  and  left  their  country  an  eafy  conqueft  to  the  enterprifing 
Carians  ; exactly  as  in  the  cafe  I am  fpeaking  of,  when  their  de- 
fcendants  obtained  pofteftion  of  the  remaining  lands  of  the  devoted 
Paphlagonia. 


159  It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  the  head  of  Hercules  on  the  obverfe,  and  his  club  on  the 
reverfe,  of  thefe  rare  medals  of  this  fhort-lived  unfortunate  city,  points  out  its  origin  from 
Heraclea*  (being  founded,  according  to  the  Grecian  fable,  by  that  demi-god),  independent  of  the 
Greek  infcription  round  his  head  in  Fig.  6. 
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VV  HI  LE  yet  the  rage  of  forming  fettlements  on  the  fhores  of  the 
Euxine  obtained  in  Greece,  a colony  of  Acheans  edablidied  them- 
felves  on  the  coall  of  the  Cuban,  to  the  Ead  of  Phanagoria  ; nay, 
one  even  from  Lacedemonia,  the  lead  mercantile  of  all  the  Grecian 
dates,  took  pofleflion  of  the  remaining  part  qf  the  fea  fhore  between 
the  Acheans  and  the  famous  kingdom  of  Colchis,  giving  themfelves 
the  name  of  Henioches,  or  coachmen,  in  honour  of  Recas  and 
Amphidrates,  charioteers  of  the  Argonaut  heroes,  the  two  Diof- 
cures  ; and  even  called  their  capital  Diofcurus  ; the  very  city  after- 
wards fo  celebrated  (under  the  name  of  Sebadapolis)  as  a great 
mercantile  emporium  up  to  the  Middle  Ages. 

Thefe  fird  fettlers,  however,  feem  to  have  had  no  hand  in  carry- 
ing on  the  extended  and  honourable  commerce  which  in  time  ren- 
dered this  country  the  admiration  of  the  world,  as  I Oiall  after- 
wards fhow,  in  treating  of  the  Euxine  trade  ; but,  on  the  contrary, 
the  Acheans  and  Henochi  were  fo  far  from  cultivating  honed  trade, 
that  they  even  joined  with  their  neighbours,  the  Zigi,  in  a<5ts  of 
piracy,  and  helped  to  form  a fleet  which  was  long  the  terror  of  the 
Euxine  under  the  antient  and  general  name  of  Pelafgi ; from  whom 
neither  merchant  Chips  on  the  fea,  nor  the  defencelefs  fettlements 
on  the  fliores,  were  in  fafety,  till  they  at  lad  taught  the  inhabitants 
of  the  Euxine  to  fortify  their  ports,  and  the  commercial  nations  to 

create 
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create  a marine  to  prote£t  their  trade,  which  in  time  put  an  end  to 
their  depredations. 

The  colonies  fettled  on  the  coaft  of  the  Cuban,  when  driven  from 
maritime  piracy,  feem  to  have  taken  to  plundering  on  land,  as  we 
lliortly  after  find  the  Greek  colony  of  Pitiuntus  Magnus,  fituated 
a little  to  the  Weft  of  Diofcurus,  building  the  famous  Validus 
Murus  acrofs  a valley,  to  fecure  themfelves  againft  thefe  lawlefs 
robbers  ; but  to  little  purpofe,  as  they  found  means  to  fcale  thecoftly 
wall,  and  deftroy  that  rich  and  flourishing  fettlement ; it  was  after- 
wards, indeed,  rebuilt  by  the  great  Mithridatcs,  when  he  became 
mafter  of  thefe  countries  ; but  a fecond  time  ravaged  by  the  Goths 
while  in  the  poflefiion  of  the  Romans,  the  conquerors  of  that 
Afiatic  hero.  It  began  the  attacks  of  the  Goths  by  fea  on  the  Roman 
empire,  which  they  afterwards  diredled  againft  Trebifond,  Bythinia, 
Greece,  and  Italy,  in  large  fleets  from  the  Taurida. 

But,  of  all  the  Greek  fettlements  on  the  Euxine,  thofe  in  the  rich 
kingdom  of  Colchis  certainly  took  the  lead  ; not  fo  much,  however, 
for  the  gold  collected  in  its  rivers,  as  for  the  lucrative  Indian  trade 
which  then  flowed  in  that  channel,  as  will  be  foon  fhovvn  on  the 
fubje6t  of  commerce. 

The  Greeks  founded  feveral  cities  in  Colchis,  efpecially  on  the 
noble  river  Phafis  (lo  famous  in  the  antient  Argonaut  fable), 
which  divides  the  kingdom  into  halves.  The  principal  of  thefe 
was  Sarapanis,  built  about  80  verfts  up  the  Phafis,  where  the  river 
begins  to  be  navigable  for  Blips  of  burthen  coming  down  to  the 
Euxine;  and  it  was  there  that  they  placed  the  emporium  of  their' 
Indian  commerce,  and  that  their  veflels  went  up  to  load  the  rich 
produce  of  the  Eaft. 

Iberia  is  a Bribing  example  of  the  happy  effecl  that  commerce  has 
on  the  opulence  of  a country  ; as  the  Indian  trade,  by  only  pafling 
through  it  on  its  way  to  the  Grecian  emporium  on  the  Phafis,  men- 
tioned above,  not  only  rendered  it  one  of  the  bell:  cultivated  coun- 
tries of  Afia,  but  even  crowded  it  with  cities  built  of  ftone,  and 

covered 
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covered  with  tiles,  containing  temples  and  other  public  edifices,  as 
the  Greek  writers  affure  us  ; nay,  they  add,  that  even  the  adjoining 
country  of  Albany  was  a lino  ft  equally  benefited  by  the  Indian  trade 
having  been  carried  on  for  ages  by  the  fame  route,  long  before  any 
•Grecian  colony  was  founded  in  Colchis  ; a curious  fa£t,  which 
explains  the  caufe  of  the  riches  of  that  antient  kingdom  when  the 
firft  Grecian  adventurers  arrived  there.  . - 

Strabo  tells  us,  that  the  people  of  the  country  of  which  I am  now 
treating,  were  divided  into  cafts,  like  the  Indians;  and  gives  us 
much  curious  information  relative  to  this  part  of  the  world  ; but 
if  I were  to  indulge  in  quoting  from  claftic  authors,  in  this  and 
feveral  other  parts  of  my  rapid  glance  at  the  Euxine  colonies,  (more 
efpecially  in  the  antient  Pontus  and  on  the  coaft  of  Afia  Minor  in 
general,)  I fhould  at  leaft  add  another  volume  to  the  Tour  of 

Your’s,  &c. 
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.ALTHOUGH  I would  not  follow  Strabo  through  all  his  curious 
remarks  on  the  countries  fituated  among  the  Caucafian  mountains; 
yet  1 lhall  give  him  as  my  authority  for  faying,  that  a number  of 
Greek  cities  Hill  exifted  in  his  time  on  the  river  Cyrus  (now  Cur, 
or  Kur)  all  the  way  down  to  the  Cafpian  ; probably  different  Rations 
for  the  boats  and  merchandize  on  their  way  up  from  that  lea  ; and 
we  know,  from  the  example  of  Palmyra,  that  even  the  paifage  of 
the  India  goods  lupported  populous  cities  of  old. 


But 
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But  to  return,  once  more  to  the  Phafis.  With  regard  to  the  other 
Greek  cities  on  this  central  river,  Strabo,  Ptolemy,  and  Pompo- 
nius  Mela,  tell  us,  that  the  town  of  Phafis  placed  on  its  South, 
bank,  near  to  its  mouth,  was  the  moft  confiderable  of  all  ; and,  in 
fact,  it  became  the  capital  of  Colchis  during  the  Greek  reign  in  that 
country.  This  city  is  fuppofed  to  have  been  founded  by  Themif- 
tagorus,  and  to  have  contained  the  temple  of  Phryxus,  and  the 
bower  of  the  golden  fleece  ; and  is  Rill  called  Phafhe  by  the  Turks 
(who  keep  it  garrifoned  by  Janifaries),  an  evident  corruption  of 
its  antient  name  ; or,  rather,  a modification  of  it  to  their  pro- 
nunciation. 

Another  Greek  city  on  the  fame  fide  of  the  river  was  Circeum , 
now  the  ruined  fort  of  like;  both  commercial  places  in  antient 
times;  more  efpecially  the  firfl;  for  Arrian  fpeaks  very  highly  of 
the  opulence  and  trade  of  Phafis  in  his  Tour  of  the  Euxine  fo  often 
quoted  in  mine. 

A third  celebrated  city  of  antiquity  fituated  near  the  mouth  of 
this  river  (or  rather  a fourth,  as  the  Greek  Emporium  Sarapanis 
mud  be  counted  here,  though  mentioned  in  a former  letter),  was 
JEa , the  refidence  and  capital  of  the  unhappy  King  of  Colchis, 
who  was  the  victim  of  the  Argonautic  expedition. 

Arrian  tells  us,  that  in  his  time  the  inhabitants  of  this  city 
fhowed  part  of  a Rone  anchor  which  had  been  left  there  by  Jafon. 

The  remaining  towns  on  the  Phafis  were,  the  Tyndaride  and 
the  Cygnus  of  Pliny  ; the  firfl  now  Pandary  ; the  fecond,  pro- 
bably, no  longer  exifls. 

They  likewife  poffeffed  Cyta,  the  birth-place  of  Medea,  now 
Cutatis,  the  capital  of  Turkifh  Georgia,  fituated  on  the  Rhoas  of 
Pliny,  or  the  river  Rione  of  the  Turks. 

The  original  inhabitants  of  Colchis  feem  to  have  been,  as  they 
themfelves  afferted,  of  Egyptian  extradtion  160 ; at  lead  if  we  may 

* judge 

I6c  We  are  told  by  antient  authors,  (and  even  the  fceptic  Mr.  Jacob  Bryant,  in  his  learned 
attack  on  the  iiege  of  Troy,  cites  the  hiftorical  fa6t)  that  the  Egyptians  at  an  early  period  had  the 
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judge  from  certain  circumftances  to  be  mentioned  in  the  article  of 
their  commerce,  and  the  forcible  argument  of  Herodotus,  that  they 
were,  of  all  the  numerous  nations  of  Caucafus,  the  only  people 
who  pradtiled  circumcifion. 

I have  now  enumerated  all  the  Greek  colonies  on  the  fhores  of 
the  Euxine,  and  fuch  cities  as  were  commercial ; for  to  give  an 
account  of  the  whole  would  be  a voluminous  work  of  itfelf.  I 
mean,  therefore,  to  appropriate  the  remainder  of  this  Letter  to  a 
few  remarks  on  the  interefting  mountains  of  Caucafus,  (where  I 
chanced  to  finifh  my  little  fketch  of  the  Grecian  reign  in  the  Eux- 
ine) as  one  of  the  moll  curious  chains  in  the  world,  running  from 
near  the  river  Cuban  to  the  Cafpian  fea,  and  prefenting  both  to  the 
natural  hiftorian  and  the  philofopher  very  interefting  phenomena. 

The  firft  that  it  falls  into  the  nature  of  my  plan  to  take  notice 
of  here,  are  fome  curious  cuftoms  of  the  celebrated  Circaflians, 
more  efpecially  as  they  inhabit  that  part  of  the  Caucafus  which  was 
antiently  the  country  of  the  Amazons,  and  may  therefore  ferve  to 
throw  fome  light  on  the  antient  fables  concerning  that  nation  of 
warlike  ladies  ; for,  in  fadt,  to  this  day,  a traveller  finds  tnere  the 
women  living  feparately  from  the  men,  to  all  appearance  at  leaft  ; 
and  as,  even  in  modern  battles  between  the  different  Caucafian 
nations,  thefe  infulated  viragoes  have  been  found  among  the  (lain 
completely  clad  in  armour  (See  Mr.  Ellis’s  Memoir  accompanying 
his  Map  of  thefe  mountains),  a ftranger,  with  but  a little  turn  to 
the  marvellous  in  his  difpofition,  might  ftill  imagine  that  he  had 
difeovered  a community  of  warlike  females,  dwelling  diftindt  from 
the  men,  and  only  admitting  their  vifits  to  prevent  the  total  ex- 
tinction of  their  Amazon  ftate  ; for  in  reality  all  this  appears  on 
the  face  of  the  cafe,  and  requires  the  following  explanation  to  in- 
duce a different  opinion  of  the  whole. 

empire  of  the  fea,  and  conquered  many  of  the  Greek  iflands,  with  a part  of  the  coaft  of  Afia 
Minor  ; fo  that  it  is  very  poffible  they  may  have  then  planted  a colony  in  Colchis,  as  they  cer- 
tainly did  in  Greece. 


Firft, 
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Firft,  by  an  old  eftablilhed  cuftom  among  the  Circaflians,  the 
men  Real  in  like  midnight  thieves  to  cohabit  with  their  wives,  who 
live  perfectly  alone  and  feparated  from  the  men,  without  even  a 
male  child  under  their  care  ; while  it  is  a great  difgrace  to  the  men 
to  be  caught,  or  even  feen,  on  fuch  vifits. 

Secondly,  every  boy  is  removed  from  his  mother  as  foon  as  born, 
to  be  educated  folely  by  the  men,  in  order  to  his  becoming  a bold 
foldier,  and  an  expert  thief;  which  here,  as  in  antient  Sparta,  is  a 
high  qualification  ; and  to  be  dete6ted  in  the  a£t,  a great  fhame. 

Now  I cannot  help  thinking,  that  any  traveller,  confidering  with 
attention  thefe  cujicms , Rill  cxiRing  among  the  Circaflians  in  the 
antient  country  of  the  Amazons,  mull;  readily  dilcover  in  them  the 
origin  of  the  Grecian  fables  concerning  thofe  famous  ladies  of  an- 
tiquity ; and,  indeed,  if  the  Greeks  had  as  much  foundation  for 
all  their  celebrated  fictions,  as  for  the  two  that  took  origin  in  this 
part  of  the  world,  viz.  their  golden  fleece  and  the  kingdom  of  the 
Amazons,  we  can  by  no  means  give  them  all  the  credit  for  poetic 
imagination,  which  has  been  commonly  allowed  to  that  nation.  I 
cannot  take  leave  of  this  fubject  without  hazarding  a conjecture, 
that,  as  the  country  I have  been  fpeaking  of  is  regarded  by  many 
as  the  great  cradle  of  the  European  variety  of  the  human  fpecies, 
the  Lacedemonian  cuftoms  which  diftinguifhed  them  from  the  other 
Grecian  Rates  may  have  taken  origin  in  the  Caucafus,  where  our 
late  imperial  academician  Guilinftead  has  found  the  ftriking  refem- 
blances  related  above  ; and  on  which  it  is  unnecefiary  to  comment 
to  thofe  well  acquainted  with  Grecian  hiftory,  who  will  probably 
find  with  me  the  bafis  upon  which  the  Spartans  erected  their  fyRem 
of  public  education  detached  from  the  women,  their  art  of  thieving 
undifcovered,  &c. 

There  is  ftill  another  cuftom,  however,  which  I negledted  to 
mention,  viz.  a leathern  belt  fewed  round  the  waift  of  female 
children  in  Circaffia,  and  which  is  renewed  as  often  as  bui  ft  by  the 
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growth  of  the  girl,  till  the  nuptial  night,  when  it  is  cut  loofe 
by  the  fabre  of  the  hufband  in  defiance  of  the  bride’s  refiftance. 
Is  it  not  eafy  to  find,  in  this  antient  ufage,  the  origin  of  the 
ftruggle  which  took  place  between  the  Spartan  bride  and  her  huf- 
band before  he  could  untie  the  zone,  where  marriage  feemed  a lpe- 
cies  of  privileged  rape  ? 


LETTER  LXXX. 


As  the  colonies  founded  by  the  Greeks  on  the  fhores  of  the 
Euxine  and  Maeotis  are  now  about  to  change  their  mailers,  it  may 
not  be  amifs  to  fay  a few  words  of  their  firft  conqueror,  before  we 
come  to  relate  his  fuccefs,  and  the  ufe  that  he  made  of  his  vidtories. 

Mithridates,  King  of  Pontus  (defervedly  furnamed  The  Great, 
as  he  made  head  for  30  years  againft  the  powerful  republic  of  Rome 
in  all  its  ftrength  and  glory,  and  is  acknowledged  by  the  Latin 
writers  to  have  given  more  trouble  to  Rome  than  Pyrrhus  or  Han- 
nibal, with  the  Kings  of  Scythia  and  Macedon  united),  mounted 
the  throne  of  Pontus  124  years  before  the  commencement  of  our 
aera,  whilft  yet  a child  of  1 1 years  of  age,  and  was  educated  by 
Greeks  in  his  capital  Sinope,  in  all  the  knowledge  of  the  times, 
more  efpecially  of  Grecian  tadtics ; as  the  Romans  found  to  their 
coft,  when  he  kept  their  famous  legions  at  bay  for  fuch  a number 
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of  years,  leading  their  generals  and  eagles  in  triumph  more  than 
once  during  that  period.  However,  his  acquirements  were  by  no 
means  confined  to  the  military  fcience ; as  even  the  Roman  authors 
acknowledge  that  he  converfed  with  24  different  ambaffadors  each 
in  his  own  language  ; for  which  we  have  the  refpectable  authorities 
to  be  mentioned  in  another  part  of  this  letter. 

After  Mithridates  came  of  age,  he  fet  out  on  his  travels  into  fo- 
reign countries,  from  which  he  returned  in  three  years,  after 
having  vifited  many  parts  of  the  Eaft,  and  confiderably  enlarged 
his  view  of  things.  The  firft  work  that  he  fet  about  on  coming 
home  was  the  forming  of  an  army  to  the  Grecian  manoeuvres,  and 
arming  it,  in  their  manner,  to  refift  the  Romans  ; being  unwilling 
to  remain  a fiave  to  thefe  haughty  republicans,  as  his  father  and 
grandfather  had  been  ; the  one  through  neceflity,  the  other  from 
choice. 

He  therefore  began  his  fyftem  of  independence,  by  loudly  de- 
manding juftice,  both  of  the  fenate  and  their  pro-conful  in  Afia, 
for  certain  encroachments  on  his  patrimony  ; and  on  their  treating 
his  reprefentations  with  derifion,  according  to  their  ufual  ftyle  to 
Afiatic  princes,  he  immediately  fet  about  righting  himfelf,  and, 
with  the  rapidity  of  an  Alexander,  not  only  recovered  all  Afia 
Minor,  but  even  drove  the  Romans  out  of  Greece,  Macedon, 
Thrace,  & c.  leading  two  of  their  generals  with  him  in  chains,  viz. 
Quintus  Appius,  and  Manius  Aquilius.  The  laft  of  the  two  he 
punifhed  for  all  the  extortions  and  rapine  that  he  had  committed  on 
his  fubjedts,  by  ordering  melted  gold  to  be  poured  down  his  throat ; 
as  he  was  the  fomenter  and  caufe  of  the  Mithridatic  war,  which, 
indeed,  only  ended  w7ith  the  death  of  the  Afiatic  hero,  afrer  a glo- 
rious ftruggle  of  30  years  againffc  the  overgrown  power  of  Rome  ; 
and  even  that  was  effected  by  the  treafon  of  his  own  children,  as 
has  been  already  fhown  161  on  vifiting  Panticapeos,  the  feene  of  the 
tragic  event. 


161  Letter  LII. 
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The  only  part  of  Mithridates’  conqueft,  however,  that  belongs 
to  my  fubjedl  is  that  of  the  Greek  colonies,  which  he  fubdued  with 
wonderful  celerity  from  the  Thracian  Bofphorus,  or  ftraits  of 
Conftantinople  (the  antient  Byzantium),  all  the  way  Eaft  to  Tra- 
pezius or  Trebifond,  and  then  carried  his  victorious  arms  to  the 
kingdom  of  Colchis,  the  Cuban,  Phanagoria,  the  kingdom  of 
Bolphorus,  and  the  Taurida;  nay,  he  feems  even  to  have  given 
law  to  the  colonies  and  nations  dwelling  on  the  Boryfthenes,  Hy- 
panis,  Axiacus,  andTyras;  as  we  find  his  general  Diophanes  de- 
feating the  Scythians  in  a pitched  battle  with  a very  inferior  force, 
on  his  victorious  march  to  thofe  countries  after  his  conqueft  of  the 
Taurida. 

But  we  have  another  proof  of  his  having  carried  his  arms  at 
leaft  as  far  as  the  Tyras,  or  Dniefter  ; for  even  the  Roman  authors, 
Aulus  Gellius,  Valerius  Maximus,  and  Quintillian,  when  confefiing 
that  Mithridates  fpoke  to  24  ambaftadors  every  one  in  the  language 
of  his  refpedtive  country  (as  faid  in  the  beginning  of  this  letter), 
tell  us,  that  the  ambaffador  of  the  Roxolani  was  one  of  the  num- 
ber ; a people  that  we  know  dwelt  between  the  Dniefter  and  Bog, 
or  rather  wandered  with  their  herds  within  the  confines  of  thole 
two  rivers,  the  very  country  lately  ceded  to  Ruflia,  and  which  muft 
have  been  only  a reftitution  made  by  the  Turks,  if  the  Roxolani 
were,  as  fuppofed,  the  anceftors  of  the  Ruffians12. 

This  polifhed  prince  rebuilt  the  famous  commercial  city  of  Diof- 
curus,  afterwards  called  Sebaftapolis  in  honour  of  Auguftus,  and 
encouraged  trade  throughout  all  his  conquefts ; that  is  to  fay,  as 
much  as  his  long  defenfive  war  would  permit  him  to  cultivate  the 


161  The  Editor,  from  his  inquiries  into  the  antiquities  and  origin  of  the  Ruffians,  is  of  this 
opinion,  though  more  from  internal  evidence  than  politive  proof,  which  made  him  cautious  of  ad- 
vancing it  in  his  late  work. 
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arts  of  peace  ; but,  as  the  Romans  never  left  him  in  quiet,  except  in 
the  two  years  of  his  long  reign  which  elapled  between  the  firft  and 
fecond  Mithridatic  war,  it  is  impofiible  to  fay  what  fuch  a genius 
might  have  done  in  favour  of  commerce  and  letters,  which  he  loved 
and  cultivated,  had  he  enjoyed  more  eafe  and  tranquillity. 
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On  the  death  of  Mithridates,  the  Romans  reduced  all  his  vaft 
dominions  to  the  hate  of  Roman  provinces,  governed  either  by 
praetors,  or  tributary  princes  ; among  which  laft  number  was  the 
traitor  Pharnaces,  who  was  left  for  a time  in  the  government  of 
the  Taurida  and  Bofphorus,  till,  in  an  unfuccefsful  attempt  to 
recover  the  reft  of  his  father’s  realms,  he  met  the  juft  punifhment 
of  his  unnatural  crime,  in  the  well-known  battle  begun  by  Julius 
Caefar  with  the  memorable  words,  “ Shall  this  treacherous  parricide 
go  unpunijhedf"  and  who  related  his  vidfory  to  the  Senate  in  the  cele- 
brated line,  Veni,  vidi , vici  ! I came,  faw,  and  conquered  ! 

It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  the  field  of  battle  was  the  fame  on 
which  Mithridates  defeated  the  Roman  general  Triarius. 

The  Romans,  however,  wifely  and  politicly  declared  moft  of  the 
principal  commercial  Greek  cities  free,  to  the  great  advantage  of 

trade, 
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trade;  and  the  warlike  Emperor  Trajan  afterwards  added  to  the 
conquefts  of  Sylla,  Lucullus,  Pompey,  and  Julius  Caefar,  on  the 
fhores  of  the  Euxine,  that  of  the  paftoral  nations  to  the  Eaft  and 
North  of  the  Taurida,  at  the  time  when  he  carried  his  vidtorious 
arms  from  the  Danube  to  the  Don,  and  planted  Roman  colonies  in 
the  wilds  of  Scythia,  where  Darius  and  Philip  of  Macedon  had  met 
with  nothing  but  difgrace. 

Thefe  mighty  conquefts,  however,  added  more  to  the  military 
reputation  of  Trajan,  than  to  the  profit  of  the  empire,  if  commerce 
was  in  view  in  this  pagan  croifade  to  plant  the  Caduceus  of  Mer- 
cury, as  we  afterwards  fo  devoutly  ftrove  to  plant  the  Crofs  of  Chrift 
by  force  of  arms  ; a conclufion  in  which  1 am  warranted  by  the 
fubfequent  condudt  of  the  wife  Adrian,  who,  finding  the  numerous 
garrilons  neceftary  to  preferve  thefe  countries  only  a burthen  to  the 
ftate,  without  any  adequate  advantage,  withdrew  them  by  degrees, 
fo  as  not  to  expofe  the  lives  of  the  Roman  colonifts  fettled  there,  as 
would  certainly  have  been  the  cafe  had  he  done  fo  at  once,  before 
they  were  prepared  to  defend  themfelves. 

I fhall  now  finifh  this  flight  mention  of  the  Roman  pofTeflions  on 
the  Euxine  (to  be  foon  refumed  on  the  fubjedt  of  their  commerce), 
with  obferving,  that  moft  of  our  geographical  knowledge  of  thefe 
countries  was  acquired  during  the  dominion  of  this  enlightened 
people  ; for,  what  we  poftefted  before,  was  merely  the  information 
from  Herodotus,  and  the  Periplos  of  Scylax,  both  works  of  high 
antiquity. 

Pliny  has  given  us  all  that  was  collected  by  Varro  (who  accom- 
panied Pompey),  Mutius,  and  Cornelius  Nepos  : information, 

which  only  reached  as  far  Eaft  as  the  city  of  Diofcurias,  or  Sebafta- 
polis;  for  the  remainder  we  owe  to  the  excellent  Periplos  of  Arrian, 
fo  often  mentioned  in  this  Tour,  who  wrote  in  the  reign  of  Hadrian  ; 
certainly  with  fuperior  advantages,  from  his  being  a native  of 
Bythinia,  governor  of  Cappadocia,  and  employed  to  make  the 
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furveys,  with  a Roman  fleet,  of  both  the  Euxine  and  the  colonies 
placed  on  its  fliores ; and  accordingly  we  find  in  his  work  a much 
more  minute  account  of  them  than  in  thofe  of  Pomponius  Mela, 
Strabo,  Ptolemy,  and  fome  other  antient  writers,  though  all  of 
them  have  treated  of  thefe  countries. 

Since  the  time  of  the  Romans,  we  find  but  little  on  the  Euxine, 
if  we  except  the  valuable  information  furnilhed  by  the  Greek  Em- 
peror Conftantinus  Porphyrogenitus,  in  his  “ De  Adminiftrando 
Imperio  for  both  the  Venetians  and  Genoefe  were  too  much 
occupied  with  commerce,  and  in  difputing  the  pofleffion  of  the 
valuable  Tauric  cities,  &c.  to  write  on  the  geography  of  the  coun- 
tries they  were  fighting  for,  although  highly  qualified  to  do  fo,  as 
the  mod  enlightened  nations  of  that  period.  Laftly,  as  the  Euxine 
and  its  colonies  have  been  for  fome  centuries  in  the  hands  of  the 
ignorant  Turks,  who  took  them  from  the  Genoefe,  we  could 
expe£t  no  information  from  men  who  have  not  even  at  this  day  the 
invaluable  art  of  printing  general  among  them  ; fo  that  it  was 
referved  for  the  Ruffian  dominion  in  thefe  countries  to  revive  inquiry 
into  the  prefent  ilate  of  the  antient  Greek  colonies. 
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Venetian  and  Genoese  Possession  of  the  Euxine  Colonies. 


THE  Venetians  began  to  predominate  in  the  Euxine  toward  the 
decline  of  the  Eaftern  Roman  empi  e ; as  it  was  about  that  time 
that  the  degenerate  Cacl'ars  courted  their  maritime  aid  againft  the 
Saracens  and  Turks,  who  had,  by  degrees,  almod  penned  them  up 
in  Conftantinople  by  their  repeated  conqueds  ; and  it  is  but  little 
furprifing,  that  the  feeble  fucceffors  of  the  great  Conftantine  lhould 
declare  the  powerful  Venetians  the  mod  favoured  nation,  when 
even  the  terrible  (laughter  made  among  their  enemies  the  Turks  by 
the  famous  Timur  Beg  (better  known  in  Europe  by  his  nick  name 
Tamerlane,  or  the  lirnper,)  could  not  retrieve  their  affairs  ; al- 
though he  came  to  the  aflidance  of  the  declining  empire,  and 
almoft  annihilated  the  Turkifh  army,  taking  their  Sultan  Bajazet 
prifoner,  near  Mount  Stella  in  Pontus : a fpot  already  noted  for  the 
total  overthrow  of  Mithridates  by  Pompey. 

The  politic  republicans,  however,  to  drengthen  dill  more  their 
intered  in  Condantinople,  had  the  addrels  to  direct  a part  of  the 
wild  chivalry  of  the  Croifades  to  that  quarter  ; well  convinced,  that 
byfeating  a Latin  Prince  on  the  throne,  they  mud  infallibly  receive, 
as  they  did,  a monopoly  of  the  Euxine  trade,  to  counterbalance 
the  lot's  of  their  commerce  in  the  Saracen  ports  of  the  Mediter- 
ranean, 
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rancan,  then  almoft  entirely  interrupted  by  the  torrent  of  church 
militants  rolling  in  that  dire£lion,  and  who  would  certainly  all 
have  taken  that  road,  had  not  the  Venetians,  as  faid  above,  tranf- 
ported  40,000  of  thole  fanatics  to  the  metropolis  of  the  Greek  em- 
pire, and  helped  to  feat  a Frenchman  on  the  throne. 

The  Venetians  now  rode  triumphant  on  both  the  Black  and  Afoff 
Seas,  while  they  were  at  liberty  to  form  fettlements  on  their  Ihores, 
and  accordingly  took  poffelTion  of  Theodocia,  Tanais  (or  Afoff), 
Trapezus  (or  Trebizond),  &c.  till  a fecond  revolution  threw  the 
commerce  and  colonies  on  the  Euxine  into  the  hands  of  their  rivals 
the  Genoefe,  who  baffled  them  at  their  own  weapons,  and  reftored 
the  Greek  dynafty,  by  which  they  became  the  mod  favoured  nation, 
and  monopolized  in  turn  all  the  mercantile  advantages  enjoyed  by 
their  rivals  during  the  lhort Latin  reign. 

Several  bloody  battles,  however,  were  fought  between  the  two 
maritime  republics,  for  the  empire  of  the  Euxine  and  Maeotis ; 
till  at  length  Venice  gave  up  a conteft  entirely  fruitlefs  on  their  fide, 
while  all  advantages  and  privileges  were  given  to  Genoa  by  the 
grateful  Michael  Palasologus. 

It  was  now  that  the  democratic  republic  founded  a fort  of  empire 
in  the  Taurida,  and  chofe  the  antient  city  of  Theodocia  for  its 
capital,  to  which  they  reftored  its  antique  Roman  name  of  Cafum, 
modified  to  Caffa  to  fuit  their  own  language.  This  they  found  in  a 
ruined  condition  ; as,  indeed,  was  the  cafe  when  Arrian  vifited  it ; 
who  fays,  that  he  favv  only  fome  Greek  infcriptions  on  its  moul- 
dering walls.  A company  of  Genoefe  merchants  fettled  there  foon 
after  the  reftoration  of  the  Greek  emperor  l63,  by  permifflon  of  the 
Chan  of  the  Eozares,  then  fovereign  of  the  Taurida,  or  Kozaria,  in 
confequence  of  a treaty  made  with  him,  or  rather  a charter  of  pri- 


163  It  may  not  be  amifs  to  remind  the  reader  that,  in  fpeaking  of  a Greek  and  Latin  Emperor 
filling  the  throne  of  the  Roman  empire  ere&ed  in  Conftantinople,  the  Writer  merely  alludes  to 
their  belonging  to  the  Greek  or  Latin  Chureh.  Editor. 
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vileges  granted  them,  which  has  been  handed  down  to  us,  and  is  as 
follows : 

Article  I.  The  Genoefe  fhali  pay  the  ordinary  duties  on  all  goods 
imported  and  exported  by  them  to  and  from  Kozaria  in  Genoefe 
Ships. 

Article  II.  Every  Genoefe  Subject  fhali  have  permiflion  to  buy  and 
fell  all  goods  brought  into  Kozaria  from  every  country  whatfoever. 

Article  III.  The  Genoefe  final  1 be  permht  d to  build  houfts  and  • 
magazines  lor  themlelves  and  their  merchandize,  in  fuch  places  as 
the  Chan  fhali  think  proper. 

Thus  the  Genoefe  very  modeftly  began  their  Tauric  colonization  ; 
but  the  port  of  Caffa  was  fo  excellent,  and  its  fituation  fo  central 
for  the  commerce  of  the  Euxine,  that  they  foon  engrolfed  it  almoft 
entirely,  and  daily  increaled  the  number  of  mercantile  Settlers, 
hollies,  magazines,  &c. ; till  at  latt  the  fallen  Theodocia  arofe  from 
its  ruins,  and  became,  under  its  new  name  of  Caffa,  a greater  and 
more  flourishing  city  than  ever  it  had  been  in  the  time  of  the  Greeks 
and  Romans. 

The  enterprizing  republicans  now  thought  it  time  to  iecure  their 
Euxine  mart  from  all  attacks  by  land  and  Sea  ; and,  in  purfuance  of 
this  plan,  obtained  permiflion  of  the  unfufpe6bng  prince  to  cut  a 
trench  round  it,  under  pretence  of  guarding  their  magazines  againft 
any  Hidden  danger  from  the  many  pirates  who  infefted  the  Seas  ; 
and,  on  obtaining  this  apparently-trifling  favour,  mod  artfully 
employed  it  to  make  themfelves  independent,  and,  in  fa£t,  fove- 
reigns  of  the  peninfula,  in  the  following  manner. 

The  earth  of  the  trench  they  heaped  up  on  the  outer  fide  of  it 
all  round,  as  a Species  of  Ample  rampart ; which  gave  neither  um- 
brage nor  alarm  to  the  reigning  prince,  who  never  fufpe£ted  that 
behind  this  Screen  they  were  bufily  employed  in  building  one  of 
brick,  which,  when  finilhed,  was  furnilhed  with  turrets  at  proper 
distances,  on  various  pretences  ; thefe  the  Tartars  only  flared  at  as 
novelties,  till  Caffa  became  a place  regularly  fortified  in  the  Stile 
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of  that  period,  and  able  to  refill  all  the  force  that  Scythia  could 
bring  againft  it. 

Exulting  in  their  flrength,  it  was  not  long  before  the  infolence  of 
the  colony  fet  the  Kozar  power  at  defiance,  and  fhowed  the  too 
credulous  prince  the  real  ufe  of  the  buildings  that  had  excited 
his  furprize. 


LETTER  LXXXIII. 


i.  HE  Genoefe  had,  from  their  advantages  of  every  kind  over  an 
ignorant  fimple  race  of  men,  become  umpires  in  all  difputes  among 
the  natives  ; and  had  gradually  gained  fuch  an  afcendancy  in 
Kozaria,  as  at  lafl  even  to  influence  the  choice  of  its  Chan,  and 
fettle  all  difputes  among  the  princes  of  the  blood  relative  to  the  fuc- 
cefli  >n,  &c.  At  length,  a Tartar  having  a difpute  with  a Genoefe 
fhopkeeper  in  the  market  of  Caffa,  it  ended  in  a fray  wherein  the 
Tartar  was  killed. 

The  Chan,  regarding  this  as  an  attack  on  his  fovereignty,  ordered 
the  Genoefe  to  evacuate  the  peninfula ; as  he  had  only  granted 
them  a fettlement  on  his  territory  during  their  good  behaviour,  and 
had  now  great  reafon  to  be  dilpleafed.  The  colony,  however,  al- 
though convinced  that  they  had  nothing  to  obje6l  to  the  fovereign 
right  of  the  Chan,  were  too  haughty  to  deprecate  his  wrath  hy  an 
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apology  and  a prefent,  in  the  Oriental  ftile,  as  might  eafily  have  been 
done,  but  rather  chofe  to  let  his  authority  at  defiance,  and  fent  back 
his  herald  with  a {cornful  anfwer ; convinced  that  their  fortifications 
were  proof  againft  all  the  force  of  the  Tartars,  as  was  foon  proved 
to  be  the  cafe  ; for  they  met  death  under  the  walls  of  Caffa,  yet 
were  unable  to  hurt  a fingle  republican  by  their  arrows. 

The  Kozares,  thus  taught  by  fad  experience  the  inequality  of  the 
combat,  turned  their  fruitlefs  attack  into  a blockade  ; but  here  again 
they  were  equally  unfuccefsful  ; for  the  Genoefe  gallies  plentifully 
furnilhed  the  city  with  every  neceffary,  while  they  prevented  neutral 
veffels  from  bringing  the  Chan  any  kind  of  fupplies,  or  even  trading 
with  the  natives  ; fo  that,  in  fadt,  he  found  himfelf  befieged,  in- 
Read  of  the  colonifts,  who  enjoyed  plenty  and  a free  commerce. 
Even  this,  however,  was  not  all  ; for,  as  the  afpiring  Genoefe  had 
by  degrees  poffefTed  themfelves  of  the  other  ports  of  the  Taurida, 
during  the  period  of  unlimited  credit  and  confidence  which  they 
enjoyed  before  the  rupture,  and  even  built  forts  at  Soudaja  (or 
Soudak),  and  the  Portus  Symbolon  ( now  Balaklava ),  they 
made  defcents  with  their  fleet,  and  plundered  the  country  ; fo  that 
the  Kozares  were  reduced  to  a moft  humiliating  and  diftrcfling 
fituation. 

Thefe  proceedings,  however,  at  laft  drew  the  attention,  and 
roufed  to  arms  the  whole  coaft  of  the  Euxine,  alarmed  at  the  fpirit 
of  ufurpation  affumed  by  a fet  of  mercantile  adventurers,  who, 
throwing  afide  all  juftice  and  equity,  with  regard  to  a native  fove- 
reign  whom  they  had  betrayed  and  infulted,  were  now  difpoffefTing 
him  of  his  dominions. 

All  the  other  Genoefe  colonies  were  immediately  attacked  and 
taken,  beginning  with  Trebizond,  the  antient  Trapezus,  and  prin- 
cipal of  the  whole,  excepting  Caffa ; fo  that  they  would,  in  all 
probability,  have  paid  dearly  for  their  ufurpation,  had  not  fortune 
moft  unexpectedly  delivered  them  from  the  danger  they  were  in, 
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even  after  their  fleet  had  been  beaten  by  that  of  Venice  and  Pifa 
in  a bold  attempt  made  by  the  republic  of  Genoa  (who  coun- 
tenanced the  proceedings  of  their  Tauric  colony)  to  furprize  Con- 
ftantinople  itfelf,  by  a powerful  fquadron  with  8000  land  troops  on 
board,  and  the  afliftance  of  their  countrymen  fettled  in  Galata,  one 
of  the  fuburbs  of  that  city. 

Their  miraculous  deliverance  came  from  a quarter  the  leaft  ex- 
pected. Batis,  or  Baarty,  nephew  of  the  famous  Tartar  con- 
queror, Zingis  Chan,  in  marching  to  fubdue  Ruflia  in  the  begin- 
ning of  the  thirteenth  century,  exterminated  the  Kozares,  and 
placed  their  own  Mongul  horde  in  the  Taurida  (which  they  now 
called  Crimea,  or  Crim  Tartary),  to  the  great  joy  of  the  Genoefe, 
who,  by  that  revolution,  were  not  only  delivered  from  their  ene- 
mies, but  even  found  means  to  conciliate  the  good-will  of  their 
new  fovereigns  ; by  offering  to  furnifh  them  with  every  thing 
that  a people  without  arts  and  manufactures  muff  ftand  in  need 
of,  in  return  for  a little  of  the  fuperfluous  riches  that  they  had 
amaffed  in  plundering  India  and  Perfla,  which  had  obtained  them 
the  name  of  the  Golden  Horde. 
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Although  the  Genoefe  colony  of  Caffa  fortunately  weathered 
the  Storm  which  their  infolence  and  daring  ufurpation  had  railed, 
as  related  in  my  laft ; or,  rather,  was  delivered  from  the  punish- 
ment that  awaited  their  tyranny  by  a fpecies  of  miracle,  when  the 
whole  Euxine  was  in  arms  againfl:  them,  aided  by  the  fleets  of 
Venice  and  Pifa  ; yet  even  that  ferious  leflon  does  not  feem  to  have 
had  much  effe£t  on  their  future  conduct ; for  we  find  them,  after 
monopolizing  the  Commerce  of  the  Euxine  for  1 50  years  more, 
again  renewing  on  the  Crim  Tartars  the  fame  infults  which  had 
armed  the  Kozares  againfl:  them,  till  they  laid  their  proud  city  in 
the  duft,  and  entailed  on  themfelves  and  their  pofterity  the  galling 
yoke  of  Turkifh  Slavery.  The  particulars  of  this  interesting  event 
will  finilh  our  propofed  Iketch  of  the  Euxine  colonies,  as  it  brings 
their  hiitory  down  to  the  Turkish  conqueSt. 

In  1474  (while  Caffa  was  governed  by  Anthony  Cabella,  asconful, 
with  two  counfellors  or  afliflants,  named  Francis  Fiefchi  and  Hubert 
Squarciafico,  all  three  Genoefe  ; and  a fourth  magistrate,  commonly 
a native,  and  named  by  the  Chan,  becaufe  he  exercifed  a jurisdiction 
over  the  Chan’s  Subjects  in  the  fervice  of  the  Genoefe  colony,  at 
their  country  feats,  farms,  &c.  although  afterwards  to  be  approved 
of  by  the  Governors  of  Caffa),  a man  named  Mamac,  who  filled 
this  fourth  magisterial  office,  happening  to  die,  Melinchery  (or 
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Mengly  Gheray)164,  Chan  of  the  Crimea,  appointed  one  Eminek  in 
his  place  ; but  the  widow  of  the  deceafed,  having  found  means,  by 
the  judicious  diftribution  of  300  fequins,  to  engage  the  Genoefe 
magiflrates  in  favour  of  her  fon  Seitak,  the  Chan  was,  of  courfe, 
highly  offended  ; till  it  was  agreed  on,  that  the  Genoefe  govern- 
ment, as  an  acknowledgement  of  the  Sovereign’s  right,  fhould 
confirm  any  other  perfon  whom  the  Chan  might  name  to  the  office, 
except  his  firft  choice  Eminek,  to  whom  they  pretended  to  have 
a diflike.  Melinchery  now  appointed  another,  named  Carai- 
merfa,  and  accompanied  him  in  perfon  into  the  city,  probably  by 
way  of  fhowing  that  he  had  forgotten  any  reafon  that  he  had  had  to 
be  difpleafed  with  what  had  happened.  But  how  much  muff  the 
too  credulousChan  have  been  fhocked  at  finding  himfelf  a prifoner  in 
the  hands  of  the  faithlefs  republicans,  as  he  foon  faw  was  the  cafe, 
when  they  plainly  told  him,  that  they  mud  dill  have  Seitak  for  their 
Prefect  (being,  probably,  unwilling  to  refund  his  mother’s  gold)  ; 
and  the  Counfellor  Squarciafico  rofe  to  threaten  him  with  inftantly 
fending  to  open  the  Rate  prifon  of  Soudaja  (Soudak),  and  letting 
loofe  the  next  heirs  to  his  crown165,  while  he  would  be  kept  prifoner 
in  Caffa  till  his  throne  was  feized  upon,  if  he  did  not  immediately 
comply  with  their  will : a piece  of  treachery  that  had  the  effect,  in 
the  mean  time,  of  making  Seitak  prefect,  but  which  hung  the  in- 
folent  counfellor  on  a gibbet  as  foon  as  the  city  was  taken. 

164  The  laft  of  thefe  appellations  is  the  proper  name  of  this  Chan,  although  commonly  written 
Melinchery,  after  the  Tartar  pronunciation.  He  is  faicl  to  have  been  taken  prifoner  when  very 
young  by  the  Genoefe,  and  carefully  educated  by  them,  fo  as  to  be  attached  to  themfelves  and 
their  cuftoms,  &c.  in  cafe  they  fhould  find  it  for  their  intereft  to  raife  him  to  the  Chanate  as  a 
defeendant  of  Tfchingis  Chan,  fhould  the  Prince  of  the  Peninfula  not  be  fufficiently  fubmiffive  to 
their  will;  and  they  accordingly  did  fo  through  the  protection  of  Mahomet  IT.  while  in  difpute 
with  the  reigning  Chan;  though  they  afterw  ards  even  domineered  over  him  in  fuch  a manner  that 
their  own  flave  and  creature  could  not  bear  it. 

165  In  mofl  Eafiern  countries,  the  next  heirs  to  the  throne  are  kept  under  guard,  and  carefully 
•.-.“itched  , to  prevent  infurre&ions  and  revolutions  in  the  date. 
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The  means  which  they  took  to  force  the  Chan  into  compliance 
with  their  tyrannick  will  fo  far  fucceeded ; but  the  injured  Eminek, 
not  having  the  fame  political  reafons  as  his  fovereign  for  putting  up 
with  his  wrongs,  had  recourfe  to  the  all-powerful  protection  of 
Mahomet  II.  Sultan  of  the  Turks,  juft  returned  from  his  fucccfsful 
expedition  againft  Perfia,  and  mafter  of  a fleet  of  482  armed  veffcls 
built  for  the  conqueft  of  Rhodes,  who,  finding  that  the  reduction 
of  the  rich  colony  of  Caffa  would  make  a good  beginning  to  his 
maritime  exploits,  and  infure  Conftantinople  a fupply  of  corn,  during 
his  abfence  from  the  Taurida  (then  the  granary  of  the  Euxine), 
ordered  an  embarkation  of  10,000  Azaphs,  and  as  many  Janiffaries, 
on  board  the  fleet,  which  he  fent  to  beflege  Caffa,  while  Eminek, 
with  a body  of  Tartars,  attacked  it  on  the  land  fide. 

This  event  decided  the  fate  of  that  flourifhing  city  ; for,  although 
Melinchery,  forgetting  his  perfonal  wrongs  in  the  general  danger 
of  the  peninfula,  which  was  going  to  be  torn  from  him,  ran  to  its 
afliftance  with  all  the  force  that  he  could  command,  yet  the  terror 
with  which  fuch  an  armament  ftruck  the  late  infolent  and  haughty 
colonifts  was  fo  great,  that  they  made  not  even  one  effort  to  prevent 
the  landing  of  the  forces  and  artillery,  which  foon  battered  down  a 
part  of  their  old  walls,  and  made  them  lower  the  crofs  to  the 
crefcent,  even  without  conditions  ; fo  that,  although  AchmetBacha, 
their  conqueror,  granted  the  citizens  their  lives  on  furrendering 
at  diferetion,  he  tranfported  them  to  populate  a fuburb  of  Con- 
ftantinople, confounded  with  the  other  Haves  of  the  Ottoman 
empire.  But  while  he  fpared  all  the  reft,  after  the  fword  was 
fheathed,  he  hung  upon  a gibbet  the  venal  traitor  Squarciafico, 
immediately  on  his  arrival  in  the  Turkifh  capital,  without  letting 
him  enter  its  gate,  or  defile  the  city  by  his  prefence. 

On  the  fall  of  the  Gcnoefc,  their  rivals,  the  Venetians,  applied 
for  the  commerce  of  the  Euxine  ; which  the  politic  Mahomet 
granted,  on  the  exprefs  condition  that  fire-arms  and  gunpowder 
ihould  conftitutc  a part  of  every  cargo;  by  which  means  he  foon 
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am  ailed  a fnfficient  quantity  of  both,  to  fhut  up  the  Thracian 
Bofphorus  againft  Venice  and  all  other  nations:  a fyftem  which 
was  followed  by  his  fuccelfors  for  300  years,  till  Ruffia  lately 
opened  it  again  with  the  fame  key  that  Mahomet  had  employed  to 
fhut  it. 


LETTER  LXXXV. 


The  antient  Commerce  of  the  Euxine  Colonies,  from  the 
Time  of  the  Greeks,  to  the  Russian  Conquest  of  the 
North  Shore  of  the  Black  Sea. 

Having  now  completed  the  little  (ketch  that  I propofed  of  the 
hiltory  of  the  Euxine  colonies,  I (hall  finifh  my  Tour  with  a rapid 
glance  at  their  antient  commerce ; as  I fee  no  profpedl  of  winter 
roads  in  this  mild  fcafon,  to  carry  me  home  to  Peterfburg  ; fo  that 
I feem  deftined  to  fcribble  on  the  banks  of  the  Bog  till  next  fpring, 
and  know  no  fubject  likely  to  intereft  you  fo  much,  as  the  one  with 
which  I am  now  amufing  myfelf. 

Greek  Commerce. 

If  the  Greeks  were  really  allured  into  the  Euxine  by  the  gold  of 
Colchis,  they  were  much  more  fortunate  than  they  deferved  ; as 
they  found  a more  permanent  fource  of  riches  in  its  furrounding 
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ihores,  than  even  the  mines  of  Peru  and  Mexico,  fuperior  to  any 
in  the  antient  world  ; and  dill  the  lad  example  of  Spain  thews 
what  would  have  been  their  fate  if  their  ianguine  expectations  had 
been  fulfilled  ; they  would  have  been  condemned  to  labour  in  the 
mines  for  ages,  to  extract  the  precious  metals  for  other  nations ; 
as  the  influx  of  gold  would  have  baniihed  induftry  from  their  own 
country,  and  obliged  them  to  part  with  their  dear-bought  treafure, 
obtained  at  the  rilk  of  health,  to  purchafe  the  manufactures  of 
wiler  and  more  vigorous  nations,  employed  in  lucrative  trade  and 
falutary  labour,  which  increafes  population,  inltead  of  diminifh- 
ing  it. 


Fisheries. 


The  firft  fpecies  of  commerce  in  which  the  Greeks  engaged  was,, 
that  of  all  others  the  belt  calculated  to  lay  the  foundation  of  future 
greatnefs  1 y as  it  not  only  tended  to  augment  their  infant  marine 
for  the  protection  of  the  colonies  already  formed,  but  likewife  to 
give  them  the  command  of  theEuxine,  with  the  facility  of  forming 
others  on  its  lliores  wherever  they  thought  proper. 

The  hrlt  fettlements  which  the  Mile* 
fians  planted  were  on  the  South  coalt 
of  the  Euxine,  as  faid  in  a former  letter; 
and  thofe  all  the  way  from  Sinope  t7 
Eaft  to  Trapezus,  now  Trebifond,  lubfifted  at 
hrlt  bv  catching  three  kinds  of  fi{h,  which  an- 
tient  authors  call  Peladimus,  Thymus,  and 

ir6  The  colonies  feem  to  have  been  ft)  convinced  of  flic  great  importance  of  their  fifheries, 
that  feveral  of  them,  fuch  as  Illriopolis,  Sinope,  Olbiopolis,  and  PanticapeuiB,  have  a JJh  on 
their  coins ; while  even  the  great  city  of  Byzantium  indicates,  by  a JJb-hook  on  its  money, 
how  much  it  was  beholden  to  that  fource  of  riches. 

l6>  This  famous  city  was  taken  by  Lucullus,  and  became  fubjeft  to  the  Romans  y.  but  all  the 
coins  that  I have  given  are  Autonomi. 

Dolphinus  ; 
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Dolphinus  163  ; but  I have  (Long 
reafon  to  fufpedt,  that  this  early 
filhery  muft  likewife  have  included 
the  Kephal,  Calofa,  and  Sprattns  ; as 
we  know  from  Pallas,  that  thefc  l'aft  three  fpeeies  are  hikes  of  paf- 
fage  in  the  Euxine,  which  make  the  tour  of  the  whole  coafl,  and 
then  go  out  of  the  Thracian  Bofphorus. 

Befides  making  their  filhery  fubfervient  to  their  nourifhment, 
they' likewife  exported  great  quantities;  and  a deficiency  of  fait 
for  this  lafl  purpofe,  which  they  only  procured  from  fome  works 
on  the  river  Halys,  ftruck  out  another  lucrative  branch  of  trade  ; 
for  it  obliged  them  to  find  out  a way  of  extracting  oil  from  the 
larger  kinds  of  frfh,  more  particularly  the  dolphin,  not  to  lofe 
entirely  the  fruits  of  their  labour  in  catching  them  ; and  it  found  a 
molt  ready  fale  abroad,  at  a time  when  oil  alone  lighted  the  houfes 
of  aLl  ranks  of  people,  before  the  invention  of  candles. 

I have  already  mentioned,  in  the  hiftory  of  the  Euxine  colonies,, 
another  valuable  filhery  which  the  Milefians  carried  on  in  the  Palus 
Maeotis,  at  the  mouths  of  fome  of  the  principal  rivers  on  the 
Afiatic  fide,  where  they  caught  a large  fifh  which  Strabo  calls  An- 
tacaei ; the  curing  and  exportation  of  which  mufl  have  been  a moft 
lucrative  branch  of  trade  ; as  the  fame  people  were  in  pollefiioii 
of  the  Salt  Lakes  on  both  fides  of  the  Cimmerian  Bofphorus,  and,, 
of  courfe,  mufl  have  commanded  any  quantity  of  that  neceffary 
article,  even  to  flip  ply  the  deficiency  for  the  filheries  of  Afia  Minor.. 
As  1 have  already  remarked  in  another  place,  that  the' Antacasi  of 
Strabo  and  Pliny  is  a fpeeies  of  flurgeon,  or  the  Accipenfer  of 
Linnaeus,  I have  only  to  add,  that  it  is  Hill  caught  at  the  mouth  of 
the  river  Cuban,  the  Verdanus  of  the  Antients,  and  is  a valuable; 
branch  of  trade  to  this  day. 

. 169  It  >s  probable,  that  the  firfl  three  fpeeies  of  large  fifli  only  were  exported,  and,  of  courfe, 
the  only  kinds  known  to  authors  abroad  : the  fraallcr  being  confuraed  at  home,  and  unknown  be- 
yond the  Euxine, 
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It  maybe  worth  remarking,  that  another  name  given  by  the  An- 
ticnts  to  the  Cuban  river,  was  Antacites ; probably  derived  from 
its  abounding  in  the  fifli  antaccei.  In  the  prefent  times,  other-kinds 
of  filh  are  caught  in  great  numbers  in  the  upper  part  of  the  fea  of 
AfofF;  viz.  the  Cyprinus  Ballerus,  and  Cyprini  Cultrati  of  Lin- 
naeus ; the  firft  in  fuch  immenfe  quantities  as  to  be  an  article  of  ex- 
portation from  Taganrog,  where  they  are  cured  for  foreign  com- 
merce ; but  1 will  not  venture  to  fay  that  the  Antients  did  the 
fame  : as  I only  go  upon  written  record  for  every  thing  advanced 
in  this  Tour  that  we  did  not  fee  ourfelves,  except  an  occafional  con - 
jeBurc,  which  is  always  given  as  fuch. 


East  India  Trade. 

The  next  valuable  branch  of  commerce  which  the  Greeks  fell 
into  on  the  Euxinc  (for  I hold  their  fifheries  as  the  fird)  was  the 
rich  Indian  trade  carried  on  far  beyond  the  reach  of  hidory,  and 
their  arrival  in  thefe  feas,  by  the  channel  of  the  Cafpian,  Cyrus, 
and  Phafis  ; and  which  the  colonifts  fettled  in  the  antient  kingdom 
of  Colchis  learned  from  the  natives,  efpecially  from  the  inhabitants 
of  Iberia,  who  had  been  rendered  by  it  rich  and  flouridling  ; while 
their  country  was  become  one  of  the  bed:  cultivated  in  Afia,  as 
already  remarked,  and  covered  with  well-built  cities  ; fo  that  there 
is  little  wonder  if  the  fame  of  the  riches  of  Colchis  had  reached 
Greece  at  an  early  period,  and  produced  the  Argonaut  expedition 
to  diare  in  it. 

We  are  told,  that  at  flrd:  the  Greek  fettlers  went  as  far  as  Ni- 
neveh, the  capital  of  Affyria,  then  the  great  mart  for  India  goods, 
to  purchafe  their  cargoes  ; till,  on  acquiring  more  knowledge  of 
the  trade,  they  difcovered  a fact  which  probably  the  natives  had 
concealed,  viz.  that  they  could  procure  them  much  cheaper  by 
dealing  directly  with  the  Indian  merchants,  who  brought  them  as 

far 
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far  as  the  Cafpian  fea,  only  375  miles  from  their  principal  fettlc- 
ment,  Serapanis  on  the  Phafis,  to  which  their  fhips  could  come  up 
and  load. 

As  to  the  whole  courfe  of  this  trade  from  India  to  the  Euxine, 
we  owe  the  information  to  the  enquiries  of  Pompey,  after  defeating 
Mithridates.  That  great  man,  wifhing  to  open  once  more  this 
channel  of  wealth  to  his  country,  which  had  been  lhut  fince  the 
days  of  the  Greeks  (the  period  that  I am  treating  of),  fent  intelli- 
gent people  to  make  enquiries-;  and  they  related  on  their  return, — 
that  the  goods  were  conveyed  in  feven  days  from  India  to  the  river 
Icare  in  Baftria,  which  falls  into  the  Oxus,  and  that  river  into 
the  Cafpian,  where  the  Greek  merchants  received  the  rich  mer- 
chandizes, and  brought  them  in  boats  up  the  Cyrus,  now  Kur, 
from  which  river  they  were  carried  by  land  to  the  Phafis,  and  ar- 
rived at  Sarapanis  in  four  days,  as  the  road  was  fo  good  as  even  to 
admit  the  ufe  of  carts.  From  Serapanis  the  loaded  veffcls  eafily 
dropped  down  to  the  Euxine  ; and,  after  traverfing  that  fea,  failed 
through  the  Thracian  Bofphorus  to  the  Grecian  Rates  for  which 
they  were  bound. 

In  tracing  this  channel  of  the  Anticnt  India  Trade,  I did  not 
choofe  to  flop  and  explain  an  Herculean  labour  which  we  are  told 
the  Greeks  were  obliged  to  effect  before  they  could  convey  the 
goods  from  the  Cafpian  to  the  Phafis,  viz.  the  cutting  of  a canal 
through  a mountain,  to  make  the  Cyrus  and  Araxus  run  together 
in  the  fame  bed  into  the  Cafpian  fea,  from  a ftagnant  lake  that  in- 
terrupted their  courfe.  But  I had  Rill  a better  reafon  for  not  clog- 
ging the  relation  with  this  boafted  work  ; which  is,  that  1 do  not 
comprehend  it  myfelf,  having  never  feen  a map  wherein  it  was 
laid  down.. 
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Roman  Commerce  in  the  Euxine. 

We  have  no  detailed  account  of  the  Euxine  trade  while  Mithri- 
dates  was  mafler  of  the  colonies  on  its  fhores ; although  we  know, 
in  general  terms,  that  he  encouraged  commerce  as  much  as  the 
Romans  would  give  him  leifure  to  do ; but  as  foon  as  thefe  warlike 
and  afpiring  republicans  became  fovereigns  of  the  country,  they 
eflablithed  their  emporium  for  the  India  trade  in  the  city  of  Phafis, 
on  the  river  of  the  fame  name,  built  on  the  fite  of  the  antient  yEa, 
capital  of  Colchis,  and  the  residence  of  its  king  Athena,  when 
Jafon  landed  there.  Arrian  gives  us  a high  idea  of  both  the  mag- 
nitude and  riches  of  this  city  when  he  vifited  it  in  his  Tour;  and, 
indeed,  from  the  minute  -accuracy  with  which  he  has  deferibed 
every  thing  on  this  coaft,  efpecially  the  rivers  (as  may  be  feen  on  my 
Map),  he  is  well  worthy  of  our  credit. 

He  fays,  the  city  of  Phafis  was  fo  vafl,  that  whole  companies  of 
merchants,  with  their  warehouses  and  dwellings,  were  contained 
in  it ; all  arranged  along  the  banks  of  the  river  Phafis,  on  which  it 
flood  ; in  fhort,  he  found  it  a place  of  fo  much  mercantile  im- 
portance, that,  though  already  garrifoned  with  400  Roman  foldiers, 
he  flill  thought  proper,  for  greater  fecurity,  to  cut  a double  trench 
all  around  it,  in  cafe  of  any  fudden  attack  from  the  warlike  moun- 
taineers 
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taineers  in  the  neighbourhood.  (See  his  Periplos  Pont.  Euxin. 
page  45.) 

We  fee,  however,  that  thefe  military  colonifts  (for  commerce 
among  the  Romans  was  left  entirely  to  Haves,  the  property  of  the 
martial  nobles,  or  at  the  higheft  to  their  freed  men,)  were  much 
worfe  merchants  than  either  their  predeceifors  the  Greeks,  or  their 
fucceffors  the  Venetians  and  Genoefe  ; which  is  evident  from  their 
never  going  beyond  the  old  Greek  mart  of  Serapanis  to  purchafe 
their  merchandizes,  but  being  content  to  receive  them  at  fecond  or 
third  hand  in  that  city. 

This  extraordinary  indolence  has  very  little  the  appearance  of 
freemen  trading  for  their  own  intereft,  which  commonly  makes 
men  both  adtive  and  quick-fighted,  and  may  account  for  a curious 
circumftance  in  the  Roman  India  trade,  that  greatly  puzzled  the 
learned  Formaleoni,  whom  I have  chiefly  followed  in  the  Euxine 
commerce  : this  was,  that  a part  of  the  India  goods  brought  to 
Serapanis,  by  a people  whom  Pliny  the  naturalift  calls  the  IJfcdoncc , 
were  fine  furs  ; and  furely  furs  from  India  are  enough  to  puzzle  any 
one.  It  may,  however,  be  poflible  to  account  for  this  phenomenon 
in  the  following  manner.  Naturalifts  know,  that  the  bell  martin 
fkins  we  have  in  Ruflia  come  from  the  Caucafus ; therefore  it  is  pro- 
bable, that  the  merchants  who  traded  with  the  Romans  might  pur- 
chafe that  handfome  fur,  fo  much  ufed  to  border  garments,  from  the 
mountaineers  on  their  way  up  from  the  Cafpian  to  Serapanis,  keep- 
ing to  -themfelves  the  fecret  that  they  were  to  be  met  with  fo  near 
the  habitations  of  the  indolent  colonifts,  who  we  are  told  never 
went  beyond  it  in  fearch  of  goods  at  the  firft  hand.  As  to  the  ufe 
which  the  Romans  made  of  thefe  furs,  their  empire  was  fo  vaft,  and 
contained  fo  many  climates,  that  the  fale  of  them  was  eafy  ; but  we 
fee  to  this  day  the  Greeks,  Turks,  &c.  wearing  furs  in  warm  climates, 
to  keep  off  the  heat,  as  they  affert ; and,  indeed,  of  late,  flannel  next 
the  Ikin  has  been  found  the  beft  prefervative  in  the  fultry  Britilli 
iflands,  probably  from  being  a bad  condu<ftor  of  heat. 
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Roman  Chinese  Silk  Trade. 

One  article  of  Oriental  merchandize  which  the  Romans  obtained 
through  this  channel,  even  after  a great  part  of  the  India  goods  had 
found  another,  on  Egypt  becoming  a Roman  province,  was  filk ; 
a luxury  highly  prized,  and  aftonifhingly  dear  in  antient  times, 
till  the  eggs  of  the  filk- worm  were  brought  to  ConRantinople 
in  the  reign  of  J uftinian,  and  the  infedt  plentifully  reared  in 
Europe. 

This  coftly  article  they  received  from  a people  whom  they  called 
Seres  ; in  all  probability  the  Chinefe,  as  the  empire  of  Catai,  or 
China,  was  named  Sereca  at  that  time,  and  we  even  recognize 
that  fingular  people  in  the  jealoufy  which  they  fhewed  of  Itrangers 
then  as  now,  and  by  their  receiving,  in  return  for  their  goods,  little 
elfe  than  the  precious  metals. 

Thefe  flay  traders  came,  as  we  are  told,  every  year  to  a certain 
river,  and  there  laid  down  their  goods  on  its  bank,  for  the  foreign 
merchants  to  crofs  over  and  examine  them  ; laying  down  Jikewife 
the  propofed  equivalent,  or  price  ; which  the  Seres  looked  at  in 
turn  when  the  others  were  retired  ; and,  if  they  liked  the  bargain, 
carried  away  the  offered  barter  ; if  not,  their  own  goods,  and  left 
the  market,  without  having  exchanged  a word  with  the  Grangers, 

who. 
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who,  probably,  were  fome  intermediate  people  that  thus  procured 
filk  to  carry  to  Serapanes. 

Another  curious  fact  occurs  in  this  trade ; viz,  that  the  Seres 
always  brought  the  filk  to  market  in  thofe  days  wrought  up  in  (tuffs, 
either  by  itfelf  or  with  cotton  ; fo  that  it  was  the  employment  of 
the  Roman  ladies  to  unravel  thefe  webs,  and  to  work  the  filk  up  a 
fecond  time  (mixed  with  woollen  or  linen  yarn  from  ceconomy)  into 
forms  more  fuitable  to  their  taRe  and  fafliions  ; efpecially  into  a 
fpecies  of  tranfparent  gauze,  then  much  in  vogue,  called  Com169 ; 
under  which  (exclaims  old  Pliny)  the  Roman  ladies  did  not  blufhto 
appear  naked  in  the  Rreets.  We  likewife  learn,  that  it  was  much 
the  fafhion  to  embroider  thefe  new-wrought  filks  with  filver  and 
gold  for  the  gay  belles  of  Rome. 

Another  article  of  merchandize  which  the  Romans  received 
through  this  channel,  I own,  puzzles  me,  as  much  as  the  furs  did 
Formaleoni ; and  that  was Jieel,  which  the  venerable  Pliny  tells  us 
they  likewife  obtained  from  the  Seres,  or  Chinefe ; at  leaft  the 
Badtrians  brought  it  up  to  Serapanes  at  the  fame  time,  and  (aid 
that  they  procured  it  from  the  fame  people. 

This,  we  are  further  told,  was  fo  much  fuperior  to  the  Occi- 
dental, and  even  to  that  made  by  the  dexterous  Chaldeans  of  Pontus 
(furnamed  Chalybes,  from  their  fame  in  working  iron),  that  no  fine 
work  in  that  metal  could  be  made  in  the  Weft,  without  a certain 
proportion  of  the  Oriental  Reel. 

Now  it  feems  pretty  evident,  that  the  art  of  converting  iron  into 
Reel  was  unknown  at  a time  when  the  price  was  fo  high  as  to  pay 
its  carriage  from  fuch  a diRance,  and  Rill  bring  profit  to  the  mer- 
chants who  dealt  in  it ; and  I think  it  very  probable,  that  the  crafty 

163  So  named  from  this  fpecies  of  pelucid  garb  being  fir  ft  made  in  the  itland  of  Cos ; but  the 
principal  reafon  of  this  fecond  fabrication  of  filk  feems  to  have  been  the  excellive  price  of  it  in 
thofe  days  ; for  we  are  told,  that  even  the  Emperor  Aurelian  refufed  his  wife  a drefs  of  pure  filk, 
or  ho  Infer  ica  3 fo  that  fire  was  obliged  to  content  herfelf  with  afu'ferita  garb,  or  one  of  mixed 
filk.  Veftes  Melitenfis  were  then  likewife  worn,  or  cotton  gowns  3 probably  fo  called  from  their 
being  firft  made  in  the  city  of  Melit. 
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Chinefe,  long  a polifhed  people  before  we  emerged  From  barbarifm, 
would  keep  the  procefs  a fecret,  till  the  Europeans  difcovered  it  of 
themfelves. 

Before  quitting  the  fubjedl  of  the  Roman  India  trade,  I (hall  juft 
remark,  that  we.  fee,  from  the  23d  Chapter  of  the  Vlth  Book  of 
Pliny,  that  the  branch  of  it  which  flowed  by  this  channel,  although 
by  no  means  fo  lucrative  as  that  by  the  way  of  Egypt  (monopolized 
by  the  Casfars,  to  fill  their  private  purfes,  and  bribe  the  troops  and 
the  canaille  of  Rome  for  tyrannical  purpofes),  always  afforded  a 
hundred  per  cent  clear  profit ; while  he  complains  of  its  being  a 
conftant  drain  of  European  fpecie,  as  the  Romans  fent  yearly  to 
Serapanis  a hundred  millions  of  fefterces. 

This  feems  to  have  been  the  complaint  of  all  ages ; and  it  is 
equally  true  and  curious,  that,  although  both  India  and  China  have 
been  repeatedly  conquered  and  plundered  by  the  Tartars,  yet  the 
precious  metals  have  always  found  their  road  back  again,  in  the  way 
that  Pliny  and  others  complain  of : a wonderful  proof  of  the  great 
induftry  and  few  wants  of  the  Orientals,  partly  to  be  attributed 
to  their  climate,  and  partly  to  the  wifdom  of  their  political  and 
religious  inftitutions.  It  is  impoflible  to  clofe  this"  article  without  a 
remark  on  the  high  antiquity  of  this  commerce.  Solomon  traded 
to  India  upwards  of  700  years  before  Chrift  ; and  he,  probably,  only 
followed  a tra£t  beaten  a thoufand  years  before  him:  a fubjedt  on 
which  the  Abyflinian  Bruce  is  equally  learned  and  luminous. 

I fhall  now  finifh  with  obferving,  that  the  only  nation  in  hiftory 
which  ever  drew  a regular  revenue  from  India  into  Europe,  is  the  Engl  ifh 
llnce  they  acquired  territorial  pofteftions  there. 
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Venetian,  Genoese,  andTartar  India  Trade  intheEuxine. 

THE  Venetians  and  Genoefe  during  the  Middle  Ages  carried  on 
the  India  trade  by  this  channel  much  in  the  fame  manner  as  the 
Greeks  and  Romans  had  done  before  them,  though  with  more 
a&ivity  than  the  laft  military  people  ; the  Venetians  making  Con- 
flantinople,  and  the  Genoefe  Caffa,  their  mart  for  the  rich  merchan* 
dife.  Here  I find  nothing  fufficiently  new,  or  different  from  the 
matter  of  my  two  laft  letters,  to  be  worth  the  trouble  of  communi- 
cating ; fo  I fhall  leave  the  two  mercantile  republics  to  carry  on 
their  Oriental  commerce  in  filence,  and  acquire  the  wealth  that 
refulted  from  it,  more  particularly  to  Genoa,  which  enjoyed  it 
longeft. 

There  is  ftill,  however,  another,  nation,  whom  few  would  fufpe£t 
to  have  carried  on  the  Indian  trade  during  the  Middle  Ages  ; and, 
of  courfe,  fome  account  of  it  is  likely  to  intereft  you  : this  was  the 
famous  Golden  Horde,  fo  long  the  mafters  of  Ruflia,  who  in  1223, 
under  Bati,  nephew  of  the  Tartar  conqueror  Zingis  Chan,  fettled 
in  the  Kaptchak,  or  country  lying  between  the  rivers  Don,  Volga, 
and  Yaik. 

Thefe  Tartars  had  gained  much  knowledge  of  India,  and  its 
Weftern  trade,  during  their  expedition  into  the  Eaft,  under  their 
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warlike  prince  ; fo  that  as  foon  as  they  were  fairly  fettled  in  their  new 
dominions  under  the  government  of  his  nephew,  and  had  acquired 
po hellion  of  the  Sea  of  AfofF,  the  Crimea,  &c.  they  began  a trade 
to  Smaracand,  as  they  called  the  antient  Maracanda  (then  the  great 
emporium  for  India  goods,  and  afterwards  defrined  to  be  the  capital 
of  their  conqueror  Tamerlane,  who  overturned  the  empire  of  Zingis, 
and  erected  a new  one  on  its  ruins). 

There  the  Golden  Horde  purchafed  large  quantities  of  rich  India 
merchandize,  which  they  conveyed  by  the  Oxus  and  Cafpian  to  the 
city  of  Aftracan,  then  in  their  poffefiion  ; from  whence  they  fent 
part  up  the  Volga  70  to  Cazan,  which  found  its  way  from  thence  to 
Novogorod,  and  Stara  Ladago  on  the  river  Wolkof,  &c.  Now  as 
we  know  that  the  republic  of  Novogorod  traded  to  the  Hanfeatic 
towns,  and  was  even  a member  of  their  league,  the  India  goods 
fent  thither  by  the  Tartars  mull;  have  been  diffufed  over  the  North 
of  Europe  by  that  channel. 

Another  portion  of  the  Eaftern  merchandize  the  Tartars  fent 
likewife  up  the  Endel,  .as  they  called  the  Volga,  or  Rha  of  the 
Antients,  as  far  as  the  place  where  it  bends  toward  tneTanais,  or 
Don,  called  Tan  in  their  language  : a name  evidently  derived  from 
the  antient.  Thence  the  rich  cargoes  were  tranfported  about  30 
verfts  over-land  from  the  Volga  to  the  Don,  and  carried  down  that 
lad  river  to  the  great  Sarmatian  mart  Tanais , now  AfofF,  then  the 
principal  fettlement  of  the  Venetians  in  thefe  countries,  who  muft 
have  been  the  more  pleafed  to  receive  the  India  goods  in  this  way 
from  the  Tartars,  as  the  Genoefe,  their  rivals,  were  then  in  pof- 
feffion  of  the  antient  channel  fo  often  mentioned,  from  the  Calpian 
to  the  Euxine  or  Black  Sea,  by  the  Cyrus  and  Phafis. 


1?°  Everybody  knows,  that  the  river  Volga  was  the  Rha  of  the  Antients ; but  it  is  a curious 
fa  ft,  that  to  this  day  it  goes  by  the  fame  name  in  the  language  of  the  Mordvines  (or  Mordva  as 
the  Ruffians  call  them),  a people  dwelling  on  the  river  Chcremtfhan,  in  the  province  of  Oren- 
burg. Who  would  have  expedted  to  have  found  the  Vx  of  Ptolemy  in  the  mouth  of  a Mordvine, 
whofe  language  is  made  up  of  the  Fiumflt  and  U/igrith  ? 

• Having 
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Having  now  given  all  the  information  that  I have  been  able  to 
collect,  concerning  the  antient  Eaft  India  trade  flowing  into  Europe 
by  the  way  of  the  Euxine,  and  which  I took  up  as  it  lay  in  my  way, 
although  treated  by  the  great  hiftorian  Robertfon,  I fhall  now  return 
to  the  commerce  at  large  of  the  Euxine  and  Masotis  in  antient 
times171. 


General  Commerce. 

It  appears  to  me,  that  the  Greeks  and  Romans,  as  well  as  their 
fucceflors  in  the  Euxine  colonies,  found  a more  liable  and  conftant 


171  There  was  ftill  a rich  and  powerful  people  in  the  Ruffian  empire  who  muft  have  had  a large' 
fhare  in  the  India  trade,  either  diredtly,  by  enterpriling  merchants  who  came  down  to  the  Cafpian 
yearly ; or  (which  is  more  probable)  by  fome  intermediate  people  who  bartered  the  Oriental  mer- 
chandize for  their  Northern  furs ; poffibly  the  Sclavonians  of  Novogorod : I mean  ihe  rich  and 
powerful  Permians  on  the  White  Sea  and  the  Dwina  ; the  greateft  and  molt  opulent  of  all  the  Finni/Ii 
race,,  the  conftant  topic  of  the  Iceland  Chronicle,  and  the  conftant  objeft  of  the  piratical  Northern 
expeditions  from  Norway  and  the  Baltic  in  general,  drawn  thither  by  the  enormous  riches  in  gold 
and  gems  of  the  famous  temple  of  their  god  Yummala,  (the  fame  name  which  they  now  give  to  the 
Almighty,  as  the  Ruffians  do  the  name  of  their  facred  river  the  Bog,)  worlhipped  in  their  pagan 
ftate,  and  held  as  facred  as  the  Ganges  in  India.  We  cannot  even  conje&ure  any  other  fou-rce 
than  India,  where  a nation  dwelling  on  the  White  Sea  in  thofe  times  could  have  obtained  fo  much 
of  the  precious  metals;  for,  as  to  the  exiftence  of  their  fplendid  temple,  it  is  better  afcertained 
than  moft  things  of  that  period  ; nay,  we  have  even  a book  publiffied  in  Saxon  by  a Norwegian  in 
theferviceof  the  Britifh  king  Alfred  the  Great,  who  acknowledges  that  he  himfelf  was  one  of  the 
adventurers  that  made  a piratical  expedition  (as  we  term  thofe  exploits  now-a-days)  to  rob  the 
Permian  temple  of  Yummala  : I mean  Other  of  Halgoland,  at  the  extremity  of  Norway.  This 
feems  to  have  been  the  ftr/t  expedition  of  the  kind  about  the  end  of  the  ninth  century  ; but  the 
Norwegian  princes  and  others  continued  them  up  to  the  beginning  of  the  thirteenth  century. 
This  country  ( 'PermiaJ  was  the  Biarmeland  of  the  Old  Chronicles,  which  fpeak  of  kings  of  that 
country  and  a regular  government;  fo  that  they  teem  to  ha\e  been  a civilized  people  • nay,  Mr. 
Tooke  adds  (though  he  does  not  .give  his  authority),  that  they  were  famous  in  v ery  remote  ages  for. 
their  trade  with  the  Indians  and  Perfians,  who  brought  their  goods  up  to  them  from  the  Cafpian 
by  the  Volga  and  Kama,  as  far  as  an  antient  town  named  Tfcherdyn,  on  the  river  Kolva,  where 
they  were  received,  and  carried  by  the  Permians  up  the  Petfchora  to  the  Frozen  Ocean,  to  be  bar- 
tered for  furs,  with  which  the  trade  was  chiefly  carried  on. 


fource 


280  A TOUR  THROUGH  THE  TAURIDA,  kc. 

fource  of  commerce  in  the  natural  produ6tions  of  the  kingdom  of 
Colchis,  than  even  the  lucrative  India  trade,  fo  often  turned  into 
other  channels  by  the  conquefts  of  the  Macedonians,  Romans, 
Saracens,  and  Tartars  in  the  Eaftern.  countries  ; troubling  the 
fource  of  the  rich  current  at  the  fountain-head,  and  carrying  part  of 
it  another  way,  if  they  could  not  divert  the  whole. 

The  mountains  of  Caucafus  feem  to  have  furnifhed  the  Antients 
with  naval  (lores,  (lift  more  ufeful  than  India  goods  ; and  Colchis, 
in  particular,  appears  to  have  fupported  its  claim  to  have  been 
originally  an  Egyptian  colony  '72,  by  the  great  (kill  which  its  in- 
habitants (lie wed  in  the  cultivation  of  flax , the  famous  weed  of  the 
Nile ; and  the  art  with  which  they  worked  it  up  into  fail-cloth, 
cordage,  linen,  &c. 

The  celebrated  city  of  Diofcurias,  defervedly  called  Sebaftapolis 
(or  the  Auguft  City)  by  the  Greeks,  feems  to  have  been  the  great 
market  to  which  the  numerous  nations  of  the  Caucafus,  including 
the  Iberians,  Albanians,  Colchidans,  &c.  &c.  as  well  as  all  the 
furrounding  colonifts  fettled  on  the  ihores  of  the  Euxine,  reforted, 
not  to  mention  the  many  barbarous  hordes  of  Scythians,  Sarmatians, 
mountaineers,  &c. 

Indeed,  we  may  form  a judgment  of  the 
immenfe  concourfe  of  different  nations  to 
Sebaftapolis,  when  we  fee  that  the  Romans 
found  it  their  intereft,  as  faid  in  a former 
Letter,  to  keep  there  1 20  interpreters  for  the  facility  of  trade. 


1,1  The  evidence  of  Herodotus  feems  moft  decisive  on  this  fubjedt ; for  he  tells  us,  in  his  fecond 
Book,  Euterpe,  That  he  queftioned  the  inhabitants  of  Colchis,  while  in  their  country,  and 
found  that  they  remembered  their  Egyptian  anceftors  much  better  than  the  Egyptians  remem- 
bered them.  After  mentioning  their  continuing  to  circumcife  their  children  in  the  Egyptian 
manner,  he  adds,  that  they  are  the  only  people  who  work  up  flax  in  the  Egyptian  method ; in 
fliort,  that  they  fpeak  the  fame  language,  and  live  In  the  fame  manner.  The  Greeks  called  the 
flax  that  they  received  from  Egypt  Egyptian  flax,  and  what  they  received  from  Colchis  Sardonic 
flax  j probably  an  error  in  the  Greek  text  as  Serapanic  flax  would  have  exadlly  indicated  the  very 
city  on  the  river  Phafis  where  the  goods  were  (hipped  for  Greece. 
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Certainly  its  fine  port,  ftill  the  belt  on  that  coaft,  contributed 
much  to  make  it  a common  refort  of  merchants,  as  well  as  its  con- 
venient fituation  at  the  Northern  extremity  of  the  rich  kingdom  of 
Colchis,  where  the  naval  ftores  would  eafily  defcend  the  mountains, 
to  be  loaded  in  the  lliips  awaiting  them  ; fuch  as  timber,  tar,  mads, 
&c.  ; while  the  plains  of  Colchis  would  furnifh  fail-cloth,  cordage, 
&c.  and  the  Phafis  bring  down  cargoes  of  Indian  and  Chinefe  goods, 
to  be  tranfported  thither  along  the  coaft,  in  the  fame  veffels  that  em- 
barked them  at  Serapanes. 

Befide  the  many  articles  of  merchandife  already  enumerated,  it 
muft  be  remembered,  that  in  the  time  of  the  Romans  CafFa  had  not 
as  yet  run  away  with  the  Have  trade  from  this  antient  market,  nor 
engroffed  the  fale  of  Circadian  beauty,  then  difpofed  of  in  what  may 
be  called  their  own  port,  from  its  greater  vicinity  to  the  native 
abode  of  the  fair  Tfherkelfes  (their  real  name),  deftined  in  all  ages 
to  be  an  article  of  commerce,  by  chriftians  as  well  as  pagans.  I 
muft  own,  that  I ihould  be  curious  to  fee  whether  your  Britifh 
philanthropies,  who  have  made  fuch  a noife  about  the  trade  in 
negroes,  would  as  obftinately  oppofe  the  importation  of  fair  Cir- 
caflians,  if  your  fhips  fhould  refort  to  the  Euxine  for  a cargo,  inftead 
of  the  coaft  of  Africa,  and  furnifh  thofe  fturdy  moralifts  with  lovely 
handmaids  ? 

My  joke,  you  know,  I muft  always  have  ; and  furely  it  is  excufable 
on  taking  leave  of  the  Eaftern  coaft  of  the  Black  Sea,  where  I have 
l^een  fo  long  engaged  in  ferious  commerce.  Adieu. 
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LETTER  LXXXIX. 


1 

4 „ 

General  Commerce  of  the  Euxine  and  Maeotis. 

In  purfuing  the  fubje6t  of  the  general  commerce  of  thefe  feas,  I 
fhall  continue  the  tour  of  the  Euxine  coaft,  which  I began  at  the 
Greek  colony  of  Sinope  in  Paphlagonia,  on  account  of  the  fiihery 
which  was  the  foundation  of  the  whole  ; and  having  traced  it  Eaft- 
ward  along  the  fhores  of  Afia  Minor  to  Trapezius,  and  journeying 
on  from  thence,  in  my  commercial  relation,  through  the  antient 
kingdoms  of  Pontus  and  Colchis,  with  the  Cuban  ; I am  now 
arrived  at  the  Milefian  fettlement  of  Phanagoria,  in  the  antient 
kingdom  of  Bofphorus.  Here,  befide  the  large  exportation  of 
fturgeon  caught,  as  already  faid,  in  the  Bay  of  Corocondamus,  now 
Cubanfkoy  Liman,  and  on  the  Afiatic  fhore  of  the  Maeotis,  or  Sea 
of  Afoff,  they  fent  from  this  ifland  wax  and  honey,  with  fox  and 
martin  fkins,  probably  received  in  exchange  for  fifh  from  the  nations 
fettled  in  the  Cuban. 

The  next  trading  city  that  we  meet  with  on  the  Afiatic  fide  was 
the  city  of  Tanais,  or  Afoff,  on  the  river  Don  : a famous  Northern 
mart,  to  which  the  Sarmatians  brought  flaves,  fk'ins,  and  cattle,  to 
barter  with  the  Greeks  for  cloth,  wine,  and  the  manufactures  of 
their  country,  fuch  as  they  were  in  thofe  days,  while  they  were 
fupplied  by  the  Masotides  who  dwelt  on  both  fides  the  Pal  us 
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Maeotis,  or  Sea  of  AfofF,  with  grain  and  other  provifions  for  fimilar 
goods. 

We  hear  little  of  this  fettlement  in  the  time  of  the  Romans, 
although  it  makes  a great  figure  in  the  Euxine  trade  when  in  pof- 
feffion  of  the  Venetians. 

I have  already  taken  notice  of  the  India  goods  that  they  received 
from  the  Golden  Horde  by  the  way  of  the  Volga  and  Don;  for 
which  they  returned,  by  way  of  barter,  wine,  oil,  and  olives,  with 
not  only  all  the  manufactures  of  their  own  country,  but  likewife 
thofe  of  the  other  Rates  of  Italy,  which  had  now  acquired  many  of 
the  arts  of  the  Eaft,  that  the  Orientals  had  kept  fecret  with  much 
care,  and  by  that  means  furnifhed  Europe  for  ages.  For  example  : 
Venice  had  the  addrefs,  in  the  beginning  of  the  twelfth  century,  to 
obtain  from  Egypt  the  valuable  fecret  that  it  had  fo  long  monopolized, 
of  making  coloured  glafs,  by  which  the  republic  now  gained  immenfe 
fums.  Some  of  the  other  Rates  had  in  the  fame  manner  obtained 
the  Oriental  fecret  of  dyeing  filk,  and  had  already  brought  their 
brocades  to  rival  thofe  of  Damafcus.  The  art  of  embroidering 
them  with  gold  and  fiiver  had  likewife  got  into  Italy,  where,  indeed, 
they  hefitated  at  nothing  that  might  enable  them  to  acquire  the 
more  lucrative  and  rich  branches  of  manufadture,  as  they  in  this 
cafe  carried  off,  by  force,  fome  workmen  fkilled  in  the  bufinefs, 
from  the  iRand  of  Eubea,  now  Negropont,  in  the  Greek  Archi- 
pelago. 

In  fhort,  Venice  was  enabled  at  the  time  when  the  Golden  Horde 
were  fettled  in  the  Kaptchak,  and  carried  on  the  India  trade,  to 
fupply  the  Tartars  with  a number  of  European  luxuries,  in  ex- 
change for  thole  of  the  EaR,  which  they  probably  carried  with  them 
to  Smaracand,  and  the  other  commercial  cities  which  they  fre- 
quented, after  keeping  what  they  wanted  for  their  own  confumption, 
and  the  Southern  provinces  of  Ruflia. 

In  taking  leave  of  this  Venetian  colony,  I fhall  juR  mention,  that 
it  was  deRroyed  by  Tamerlane  becaufe  it  unfortunately  Rood  in  his 
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way  when  crofting  the  Don  to  chaftife  the  Golden  Horde,  which  he 
nearly  exterminated,  and  left  them  afterwards  an  eafy  conqueft  to 
Ruftia.  It  muft  likewife  be  noticed,  that  at  prefent  the  port  of 
Aloft',  once  fo  much  frequented,  is  become  fo  nearly  inacceftible, 
from  a bank  of  fand  formed  at  its  mouth,  that  fhips  frequent  the 
other  ports  of  the  Masotis,  more  efpecially  Taganrog,  by  far  the 
largeft  and  belt. 

[Thus  far  Mrs  Guthrie  had  written  on  herTour  to  the  Taurida  ; 
but,  having  fince  made  another  journey  for  her  health,  and  fpent  a 
Summer  at  the  new  cannon  foundery  of  Lugan  on  the  Donetz,  near 
Taganrog,  fhe  made  an  excurfion  to  that  fea  port ; and,  of  courfe, 
fome  defcription  of  it  will  come  with  propriety  into  her  remarks 
upon  thofe  countries.] 

The  port  of  Taganrog  carries  on  a very  confiderable  trade  with 
Conftantinople,  and  the  Greek  Archipelago,  in  different  articles  of 
merchandife  ; and  is  employed  in  fhip-building  by  the  Ruffian  go- 
vernment,who  can  here  purchafe  veffels  ready  for  fea  much  cheaper 
than  it  can  build  them  in  its  own  docks.  Their  exportation 
confifts  of  iron,  tallow,  cordage,  preffed  caviar,  falt-petre,  Ruffian 
leather,  fail- cloth,  hemp,  and  Ruffian  linen  fabrics,  briftles,  and 
furs;  but  their  principal  articles  are  corn  and  butter,  in  great  demand 
in  Conftantinople  and  the  Archipelago.  Of  the  firft  they  make  a 
great  profit,  as  it  fells  at  Taganrog,  in  good  feafons,  at  3 roubles 
per  coul  of  wheat,  weighing  poods  (36  pounds  Englilh  to  a 
pood),  and  at  Conftantinople  often  as  high  as  25  piaftres  the  malter 
of  5 couls  ; though  the  freight  thither  is  only  1 rouble  65  copeaks 
per  coul ; fo  that  the  North  lliore  of  the  Euxine  ftill  continues  to 
be  the  granary  of  the  Turks,  though  not  from  the  fame  ports  as 
formerly.  Butter  is  a fecond  article  fully  as  lucrative  as  wheat,  and 
was  antiently  furniftied  in  great  quantities  fromCaffa,  orTheodocia, 
the  produce  of  the  Nogay  Tartar  hordes  ; but  fince  the  difperfion 
of  that  famous  tribe,  now  dwindled  down  to  a comparatively 
fmall  number,  the  butter  trade  had  been  almoft  loft,  till  the  enter- 
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prifing  Ruffian  merchants  found  means  to  procure  it  from  Siberia 
in  the  annual  iron  barks  which  bring  down  that  metal  by  the  Volga, 
fr.om  whence  it  is  tranfported  to  the  Don,  and  falls  down  that  laft 
river  in  fmall  boats  to  the  Afoff  Sea,  at  the  trifling  additional  ex- 
pence of  from  13  to  20  copeaks  per  pood  ; fo  that  the  total  charge 
of  tranfport  is  from  135  to  140  copeaks,  and  the  coft  of  the  article 
in  all  7 roubles  per  pood,  melted  in  barrels  ; while  it  fells  for  19  or  20 
at  Conftantinople.  However,  all  this  commerce  is  carried  on  in 
foreign  bottoms,  Ruffian  merchant  {hips  being  nearly  as  fcarce  on 
the  Euxine  and  Maeotis  as  on  the  Baltic ; but  the  foreign  veffels  take 
care  to  be  under  the  Ruffian  flag,  as  that  makes  a confiderable  dif- 
ference (about  a third)  in  the  freight  that  they  receive  ; for  while 
the  Ruffian  colours  can  pafs  on  to  find  a better  market  in  the  Greek 
iflands,  if  that  of  Conftantinople  does  not  fuit  them,  the  native 
flag  muff  not  pafs  the  Turkifh  capital  ; and  therefore  the  goods 
carried  under  it  muft  be  fold  for  what  the  Conftantinople  mer- 
chants offer. 

The  balance  of  trade  muft  be  much  in  their  favour  ; for,  in 
return  for  all  the  exports  mentioned  above,  though  many  are 
omitted  in  this  hafty  outline  of  the  bufinefs,  they  only  import  fome 
of  the  Greek  wines,  with  Italian  and  Spanifh  dried  fruits,  marma- 
lade, lemons,  oranges,  lemon-juice,  and  rum  : add  to  this,  fome 
filk  and  cotton  fluffs  from  Turkey,  and  galls  for  dyeing,  and  you 
have  nearly  their  whole  imports. 

The  third  capital  article,  as  faid  above,  is  that  of  ready-built 
{flips,  fome  pierced  for  40  and  even  50  guns,  carrying  36-pounders 
on  their  lower  deck  ; which  government  purchafes,  by  contract,  for 
150,000  roubles  ; a price  for  which  they  cannot  build  in  the  crown- 
docks.  If,  however,  they  draw  more  than  131  feet,  the  depth 
of  the  Cimmerian  Bofphorus,  or  Straits  between  the  Maeotis  and 
Euxine,  they  muft  be  carried  down  to  the  laft-mentioned  fea  on 
camels  (lee  my  defcription  of  thofe  conveyances  in  Letter  II.)  ; 
although  they  would  find  depth  enough  in  the  Aloff'  Sea,  generally 
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from  25  to  30  fathom  all  the  way  down  from  Taganrog  to  Kerch, 
a length  of  350  verfts. 

Though  there  feem  to  be  no  regular  tides  in  the  Euxine  and 
Maeotis,  more  than  in  the  Cafpiart,  ftill  certain  winds  and  circuin- 
ftances  confpire  occafionally  to  give  the  water  a range  of  a fathom 
in  the  port  of  Taganrog,  four  feet  of  rife  and  three  of  fall  ; but  all 
the  advantages  of  this  place  fuller  a drawback  from  the  (hallow 
ftraits  that  lead  to  it,  as  juft  remarked,  which  oblige  lhips  of  bur- 
then to  take  in  only  a certain  quantity  of  goods  here,  fo  as  to  draw 
from  10  to  12  feet ; and  the  reft  of  their  cargo  at  Theodocia  when 
once  got  fafely  into  the  Euxine.  As,  however,  large  fhips,  even 
with  this  difadvantage,  anfwer  the  purpofe  of  the  freighters  better 
than  fmall,  they  are  generally  for  three-mafted  veftels  navigated  by 
at  lead  ten  feamen.  The  paftage,  with  a fair  wind,  is  only  about  eight 
days  to  Conftantinople  ; and  the  freight  from  one  to  two  roubles  the 
kintar  (of  232  pounds  rufs)  ; and  infurance  live  to  fix  percent,  (but 
in  ftormy  feafons  from  15  to  20,  as  no  fea  is  more  dangerous,  from 
fudden  fqualls  and  Greek  failors).  In  one  thing  the  Sea  of  Afoff 
refembles  our  Finnilh  Gulpli,  at  leaf!  in  its  upper  part,  where  the 
water  is  much  frefhened  towards  the  mouths  of  the  rivers  ; as  it 
there  freezes,  and  interrupts  the  navigation  in  Winter  ; nay,  this 
likewife  happens  in  fevere  feafons  to  the  Cimmerian  Bofphorus,  and 
fhuts  the  paftage  entirely  between  the  two  feas.  We  fhall  now  clofe 
this  fubjecl  by  mentioning  that  the  country  round  Taganrog  is  moft 
fertile  in  corn  and  fruits  ; fo  that  four  or  five  crops  of  wheat  may 
be  drawn  from  it,  without  dung,  in  fucceflion  ; while  it  yields  from 
20  up  to  38  for  one  in  fome  years ; and,  at  all  times,  ten  for  one  is 
regarded  as  a barren  l'eafon.  While  we  were  there  in  the  time  of 
the  annual  fair,  the  variety  of  nations,  garbs,  and  tongues,  made 
it  refemble  the  Tower  of  Babel  more  than  a European  city',  and  pro- 
duced a moft  curious  motley  mafquerade. 

A beautiful  young  lady  in  company,  being  led  by  curiofity  too 
near  the  gay  fhops  to  examine  the  various  Afiatic  fluffs  difplayed  in 
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them,  was  furrounded  by  a groupe  of  men  from  the  Caucafian 
mountains,  who  all  vociferated  together  in  their  different  languages 
with  fo  much  noife  and  gefticulation,  that  ihe  was  extremely 
frightened  ; although  we  were  allured,  by  the  Ruffian  commandant 
who  accompanied  us,  that  it  was  mere  gallant  admiration  which  pro- 
duced the  buftle  ; and,  giving  his  arm  to  the  lady,  he  led  her  out  of 
the  circle,  leaving  the  Circaflians,  Georgians,  &c.&c.  to  fettle  among 
themfelves  the  difpute  abo-.t  what  part  of  the  world  Jhe  came  from  ; for 
that,  it  feems,  was  the  fubjedt  in  difcuffion,  with  a wager  among 
them  whether  file  was  married  or  fmgle,  what  was  her  age,  &c.  &£cj; 

but,  if  lhe  had  awaited  the  decifion,  it  would  have  wearied  out  her 
. . . , ft 

patience  indeed  ; as  we  were  told  that  it  lafted  for  fome  hours,  ami 

•was  only  ended  by  our  declaring  to  a deputation  fent  to  us 

her  hufband  was  the  gentleman  whom  they  faw  in  a Ruffian 

ral’s  uniform  ; on  which  they  touched  the  ground  with  their  h^nds 

and- retired. 

On  the  oppofite  (or  European)  fide  of  the  Cimmerian  Bofph 
the  antient  Panticapeos,  now  Kerch,  is 
the  firft  commercial  city  that  prefents  it- 
felf  ; which  is  faid  to  have  carried  on  a' 
great  trade  in  antient  times,  although  its 
own  exports  were  chiefly  fifh  and  fait, 
from  fome  lakes  in  its  neighbourhood ; a 

O 

valuable  article,  not  only  for  the  Maeotid 
fifhery,  but  likewife  for  thofe  on  the  coatt 
of  Afia  Miner  ; which,  as  I faid  before,  were  but 
fcantily  fupplied  by  fome  fait  works  on  the  river 
Halys  in  Paphlagonia. 

The  next  trading  city  in  the  Taurida, 
reckoning  Weft  from  the  Cimmerian  Bof- 
phorus,  was  Theodocia,  a place  of  great 
commerce  even  in  the  times  of  the  Greeks, 
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if  we  may  judge  from  the  large  exporta- 
tion of  grain  in  the  time  of  Lccon  II.  288 
years  before  Mithridates  conquered  the 
country,  when  330  millions  of  pounds 
of  wheat  were  lent  to  Athens  at  one  time, 
as  already  related  in  the  local  hiftory  of 
the  city. 

The  other  exports  of  Theodocia,  and 
indeed  of  Soudak  and  Cherfon,  the  other 
great  trading  places  on  the  South  coaft  of  the 
Taurida,  feem  to  have  been,  in  all  ages, 
honey,  wax,  butter,  Haves,  hides,  and  furs, 
elpecially  the  Tauric  lamb-lkins,  ever  in 
high  efteem  and  requeft.  I am  to  be  under- 
Hood  here  as  fpeaking  of  the  natural  pro- 
ductions of  the  country  ; for,  after  the  fall 
of  the  great  Colchid  emporium,  Diof- 
curius,  or  SebaHapolis,  the  Circaflians 
brought  here  for  exportation  their  horl'es, 
fox  and  hare-lkins,  horfe  leather,  and  women. 

The  Genoefe  likewife,  while  maHers  of  Caffa,  greatly  augmented 
the  articles  of  exportation,  by  trading  with  the  Golden  Horde  ; and 
although  we  nowhere  find  a detailed  account  of  what  tliel'e  goods 
were,  yet  we  may  form  a probable  conjedfure  by  recapitulating 
the  articles  which  another  race  of  Tartars  brought  to  Afiracan, 
AfofF,  and  the  Taurida,  at  a later  period,  from  the  very  country  to 
which  the  Golden  Horde  traded. 

The  Bucharian  Tartars,  during  the  Turkifh  dominion  in  the 
Euxine,  brought  to  thefe  places,  gold  and  filver  duH  found  in  the 
rivers  of  Bucharia  ; lapis  lazuli,  pearls,  cotton,  mufiins,  lilks, 

w All  thefe  are  rare  coins  of  the  antient  capital  of  the  kingdom  of  Bofphorus,  the  Panticapaiton 
of  the  Greeks,  and  Panticapettm  of  the  Romans. 
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cotton  fluffs,  nitre,  fal  ammoniac,  lamb-fkins174,  rhubarb,  Bucha- 
rian  rice,  dry  fruits,  fpiceries,  drugs,  faffron,  fulphur,  bitumen,  and 
Perfian  filk,  which  1 have  mentioned  laft,  as  probably  a later  article  ; 
for  we  iliould  hardly  have  remained  fo  long  without  a knowlege  of 
the  filk-worm,  and  been  obliged  to  bring  the  eggs  from  China  to 
Conftantinople,  if  the  inledt  had  been  common  in  Perfia,  with 
which  the  Eaftern  Cedars  had  much  intercourfe.  All  the  other 
kinds  of  goods  may  have  been  fuch  as  the  Mongul  Tartars  of  the 
Golden  Horde  dealt  in,  as  both  brought  them  from  the  fame  country, 
viz.  from  Bucharia  in  general,  and  Smaracand  in  particular,  one 
of  its  principal  cities. 

Cherfon  and  the  other  commercial 
cities  on  the  South  coaftof  the  Taurida, 

I have  already  faid,  exported  much  the 
fame  articles  as  Caffa,  when  in  turn 
they  poffelTed  the  principal  trade,  and 
for  a time  gave  their  name  to  the  I7S 
peninfula,  during  the  zenith  of  their 
mercantile  glory  ; but  Eupatoria,  or 
Koflaf  on  the  Weft,  feems  principally 
to  have  fubfifted  by  the  exportation  of  the  fait  of  its  lakes,  and  a 
couple  of  antient  manufactures,  the  one  of  leather,  the  other  of 
Scythian  carpets,  deferibed  in  my  Letters  from  that  city. 

The  lamb-fkins  mentioned  in  thetext  are  a very  antient  branch  of  commerce  with  the  Tartars], 
and  not  only  the  Buchanan,  but  fome  other  hordes,  take  much  pains  to  beautify  this  fur  even  on 
the  back  of  the  animal.  As  foon  as  a lamb  is  dropped  by  a fheep  of  this  kind  (the  Ovis  Dolichura 
of  Pallas),  it  is  immediately  fewed  up  in  a fort  of  coarfe  linen  fhirt,  to  keep  up  a conftant  and 
gentle  preffure  on  the  fine  wool ; while  warm  water  is  poured  over  the  animal  every  day,  fo  as  to 
make  it  foft  and  fleek  ; and,  in  a word,  to  lay  the  fleece,  in  beautiful  glofiy  ringlets,  l’omething 
rcfembling  filk  damalk,  gradually  letting  out  the  bandage  in  proportion  as  the  lamb  augments  in 
fize.  The  OvisTaurica  of  Pallas  is  treated  in  the  fame  manner,  to  prepare  the  fine  blue  fur,  as  it 
is  called,  which  fells  at  fo  high  a price,  for  Polifh  bonnets,  muffs.  Winter  pelilfes,  &c.  in  the 
North  of  Europe. 

l's  Thefe  two  medals  have  each  only  the  three  firft  letters  of  the  city  of  Cherfon  for  infeription. 

■ The  city  of  Cherfon  is  known  by  the  figure  of  Diana  on  the  obverfe,  whofe  famous  Tauric 

tsmple  flood  clofe  by  it,  and  a griffin,  the  emblem  of  this  city,  as  well  as  of  Panticapeum. 

P p LEI  TER 


( 290  ) 


L E T T E R XC. 


In  purfuing  the  fubjecl  of  the  Euxine  commerce,  advancing  regu- 
larly along  the  North  coaft  of  the  Black  Sea,  in  the  direction  that 
I am  following,  gradually  Weft  from  Phanagoria,  (or  Taman,  as  it 
was  lately  called,)  I fhould  certainly  fay  a few  words  on  Killbourn 
in  paffing,  before  I crofs  the  Liman  of  the  Dnieper  (the  Sinus 
Sagaricus  of  the  Antients),  to  reach  the  antient  colonies  on  the 
main  land,  becaufe  Formaleoni  includes  it  among  them  ; but  in 
all  my  own  reading  I find  no  mention  made  of  it,  from  the  time 
when  it  acquired  its  appellation  of  the  Dromos  Achiileos,  from 
the  equeftrian  games  celebrated  there  to  the  manes  of  that 
hero;  fo  that  I have  nothing  more  to  remark  upon  it,  than  that  it 
feems  for  ages  to  have  been  the  fite  of  a fort,  to  command  the 
guJph,  or  Liman,  on  which  it  (lands,  and  is  made  that  ufe  of  at 
prefent  by  the  Ruffians. 

In  mounting  the  river  Boryflhenes,  or  the  Dnieper,  we  come  to 

the  great,  commercial  Greek  city 
named  by  the  Milefians,.  its  found- 
ers, Olbia  and  Olbiopolis,  or  The 
Happy  ; to  which  relorted  the  Scy- 
thians,. and  other  Northern  hordes, 
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to  trade  with  the  Grecian  colonies 
fettled  there  as  early  as  the  time  of  17, 

Herodotus,  who  feems  to  have  ac- 
quired a lurprifing  portion  of  juft 
information  concerning  thefe  coun- 
tries  and  its  inhabitants,  from  the  citizens  of 
Olbio,  and  the  other  Greeks  on  the  Euxine 
coaft.  We  are  well  allured,  that  he  made  the 
Tour  in  perfon  about  460  years  before  Chrift 
(for  he  read  the  firft  part  of  his  hiftory  at  the  Olympic  games  in  453 
A.  C.)  ; as  he  exprefsiy  fays,  in  his  IVth  Book,  when  beginning  his 
defeription  of  the  countries  on  the  North  fhore  of  the  Euxine,  that 
he  is  now  going  to  relate  what  he  faw  with  his  ozvn  eyes  ; and,  in- 
deed, no  one  who  had  not  been  on  the  fpot  could  have  collected 
fuch  a mafs  of  curious  and  authentic  information  ; it  really  afto- 
nilhed  me  on  confidering  it  with  attention  ; and  1 Ihall  here  give  a 
few  fpecimens  of  it. 

In  treating  of  the  fifhery  in  the  Boryfthenes,  Herodotus  deferibes 
the  famous  Ruffian  Belingo  (the  Accipenfer  Huffo  of  Linnaeus)  by 
marks  that  would  make  it  known  to  a naturalift  of  the  18th  century  ; 
as  he  calls  it  “a  monftrous  large  fifti,  without  dorfal  fins.” 

We  next  receive  the  firft  hint  of  the  Ruffian  hemp  manufactory, 
which  feems  to  have  taken  origin  here  in  the  paftoral  ftate  ; for  he 
fays,  “that  the  Scythian  cultivators,  who  dwelt  on  the  N.  E.  fide 
“ of  the  Boryfthenes,  (the  reft  of  the  Scythians  were  paftoral  no- 
“ mades)  cultivated  not  only  corn,  but  likewife  hemp,  from  which 

176  Three  Coins*  ftruck  in  the  famous  Grecian  commercial  city  of  Olbiopolis,  or  Olbio, 
The  Happy,  on  the  river  Boryfthenes. 

* Betide  the  three  Coins  given  here,  there  are  two  more  in  the  cabinet  of  Baron  Afh  in  our  Cadet  Corps,  exsflly 
the  fame  as  fig.  9,  except  the  name  of  the  magiftrate,  or  mint-mafter;  winch,  inftead  of  the  letters  AI  asm  fig.  9,  lias 
BOI  on  one,  and  ME  on  the  other ; both  or.  the  revet fe,  hefide  the  battle-axe  and  quiver, 
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“ they  made  cloth,  that  would  pafs  on  thole  ignorant  of  the  fa6t 
“ for  linen  made  of  flax.” 

I was  again  furprifed  to  find,  in  the  manner  that  the  Scythians 
bathed  themfelves,  (for  nothing  feems  to  have  efcaped  this  accurate 
obferver,)  the  firR  rude  fketch  of  the  Ruffian  bath,  which  appears 
likewife  to  have  taken  origin  in  the  wilds  of  Scythia. 

He  fays,  “ that  they  threw  red-hot  Rones  into  a tub  of  water 
“ Randing  in  a tent,  and  received  the  hot  Ream  on  their  naked 
“ bodies:”  exa£fly  the  Ruffian  vapour  bath,  with  the  foie  dif- 
ference, that  now,  when  they  live  in  towns,  they  perform  the  fame 
operation  in  a wooden  room,  infiead  of  a felt  tent.  But  what  is 
Rill  more  furprifing  than  alL  the  reR,  is,  the  accurate  account  that 
Herodotus  colledted  relative  to  the  Ruffian  climate,  from  what  he 
calls  Hyperboreans,  probably  fome  of  the  Northern  hordes  come 
down  the  Dnieper  to  the  market  of  Olbia,  to  which  there  feems  to 
have  reforted  a vaR  concourfeof  people  every  Summer  from  diftant 
parts,  to  barter  the  natural  produdtions  of  their  country  for  Grecian 
goods. 

He  tells  us  in  his  IVthBook,  which  contains  all  the  curious  in- 
formation quoted  in  this  work  relative  to  thefe  countries,  that  he 
learned  from  them, 

“ FirR,  That  they  have  eight  months  Winter,  during  which  long 
“ period  it  feldom  rains  ; but  the  ground  is  covered  with  fnow,  and 
“ even  the  fea  freezes. 

“ Secondly,  That  if  water  be  thrown  on  the  ground  it  freezes 
“ immediately,  without  producing  mud  or  dirt ; for  nothing  but 
fire  can  produce  mud  at  that  feafon.” 

N.  B.  The  Greeks,  his  countrymen,  laughed  at  his  account  of 
the  North  as  a fable,  particularly  at  the  Rory  of  the  fea  freezing  ; fo 
that  this  great  man  has  been  the  fport  of  the  ignorant  in  all  ages. 

“ Thirdly,  That  thunder,  fo  common  in  Greece  in  Winter,  is 
“ never  heard  in  that  feafon. 


“ Fourthly, 
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“ Fourthly,  That  their  Summer  is  rather  fhort  and  wet'37. 

“ Fifthly,  That  they  are  exempt  from  earthquakes. 

“ Sixthly,  That  aftes  and  mules  will  not  live  in  their  country, 
“ though  horfes  thrive  very  well. 

“ Laftly,  That  their  cows  have  either  fhort  horns,  or  are  without 
“ them  altogether.” 

Now  I defy  the  moft  able  Naturaiifl  at  the  end  of  the  1 8th  cen- 
tury to  define  in  a more  mafterly  manner,  in  as  few  words , the  cli- 
mate of  Ruflia178,  than  is  here  done  by  the  firff  Greek  hiftorian, 
upwards  of  2000  years  ago. 

I ihall  conclude  thefe  interefting  quotations  with  remarking,  that 
if  the  fagacious  Greek  defcribed  other  countries  as  accurately  as  he 
has  done  thofe  through  which  I have  travelled,  and  made  his  ob- 
servations upon  them  with  equal  judgement,  his  hiftory  muft  always 
become  more  valuable,  in  proportion  as  wc  acquire  an  intimate 
knowledge  of  them  ourfelves  ; and  I will  take  this  opportunity  of 
laying,  that,  much  as  we  are  obliged  to  the  grammarians  for  the 
(hare  they  had  in  the  revival  of  learning,  yet  they  feem  to  have 
forgotten  the  fage  advice  of  Apelles,  when  they  fueered  at  He- 
rodotus, Ariftotle,  and  Pliny,  on  fubjedts  out  of  their  Sphere  of 
knowledge  ; as  thefe  antient  authors  are  rifing  every  day  higher 
in  our  efteem,  in  proportion  as  we  make  progrefs  in  natural 
hiftory. 

The  virulent  attack  of  Plutarch,  which  feems  to  have  encouraged 
others,  every  body  Should  know,  was  merely  a perfonal  quarrel 

177  Herodotus  divides  the  Ruffian  year  into  only  two  feafons,  including  Spring  and  Autumn  in 
Winter  ; which  is  very  judicious  in  the  North,  where  the  intermediate  feafons  are  feebly  marked  ; 
and  in  that  point  of  view  eight  months  of  Winter  and  four  in  Summer  is  exa&ly  true.  However, 
I ffiall  (how  in  Letter  XCIX.  that  this  defcription  of  the  climate  was,  in  all  probability,  applicable 
to  the  South  of  Ruffia  in  his  time,  though  now  only  to  the  North  of  Mofco. 

178  The  Editor,  who  has  exprefsly  written  oh  the  Ruffian  climate,  acknowledges,  that  he  has 
faid  nothing  fo  juft  and  charafleriffic  in  fo  fmall  a compafs  ; and  that  if  he  had  recolleded  at  the 
time  the  above  paflage  of  Herodotus,  he  certainly  ffionld  have  been  proud  to  place  it  at  the  head 
of  his  Differtation  publiffied  in  the  fecond  vplume  of  the  Philofophical  Tranfattions  of  the  Royal 
Society  of  Edinburgh. 
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between  the  two  writers ; for  Plutarch  acknowledges,  that  he  thinks 
hinifelf  bound  in  honour  to  refeue  the  memory  of  his  anceftors 
from  the  calumny  of  Herodotus,  who  had  faid  in  his  hiftory, 
“ that  the  Boeotians  and  Corinthians  not  only  betrayed  the  common 
4‘  caufe  of  the  Greeks,  by  fubmitting  to  Xerxes,  but  even  fought 
<c  againft  them  at  the  battle  of  Platea  and,  to  gain  his  caufe, 
Plutarch  employed  the  common  expedient  of  all  good  advocates  up 
to  the  prefent  day  ; viz.  to  invalidate  the  evidence  of  the  father 
of  hiftory  by  throwing  a lbigma  on  his  veracity  in  other  things. 

~I  fhall  make  no  apology  for  this  effufion  of  gratitude  in  favour 
of  a man  to  whom  I am  fo  much  obliged,  but  go  on  with  my  com- 
mercial furvey,  by  telling  you,  that  the  antient  city  of  Olbia,  as  faid 
in  a former  Letter,  Rood  in  the  angle  formed  by  the  Inguletz  falling 
into  the  Dnieper,  and  carried  on  a great  trade  in  corn,  (laves,  and 
fifh  caught  in  the  Boryfthenes,  efpecially  the  Belingo  juft  deferibed 
by  Herodotus,  the  larged;  of  the  Burgeon  fpecies,  which  produces 
the  Ruffian  caviar  in  larger  quantities  than  any  other  ; fometimes 
as  far  as  five  poods,  or  1S0  Englifh  pounds,  when  the  fith  is  at  its 
greateft  fize. 

As  we  are  not  informed  of  the  other  articles  exported  from  this 
place  by  the  Greeks,  I (hall  fupply  that  omiffion  by  mentioning 
thofe  which  at  prefent  come  down  the  river  to  Cherfon ; and,  as 
they  are  all  the  tiatural  productions  of  the  banks  of  the  Boryfthenes, 
or  of  the  river  itfelf,  it  is  more  than  probable,  that  they  are  (till  the 
fame  goods  which  antiently  came  to  Olbia  by  the  fame  channel. 
Indeed,  Herodotus  enumerates  the  mod  of  them  as  the  productions 
of  the  country  in  his  time.  They  are,  grain,  hemp  and  its  oil, 
flax,  tallow,  butter,  wool,  wax,  honey,  wood,  pitch,  tar,  lea- 
ther, preffed  caviar  (Burgeon  roe),  hog’s  bridles,  peltry  ; with 
three  other  articles  which  I ftiall  place  by  themfelves,  as  probably 
more  modern  ; viz.  iron,  copper,  and  tobacco  ; the  lad  certainly 
not  cultivated  then  ; and  I have  my  doubts  whether  the  two  metals 
were  difeovered  in  the  North  at  fo  early  a period. 
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Almoft  oppofitc  to  Olbia  Rood  the  city  of  Sardenis  of  Strabo,  on, 
' the  Bog,  or  the  Axiacus  of  the  Antients ; but  refpecting  its  com- 
merce we  have  no  information. 

The  city  of  Ochakoff,  the  Odeffus  of  the  Antients,  and  Odu  of 
the  Turks  (which  feems  a contraction  of  the  fame  name),  appears 
to  have  been  a place  of  commerce;  and  its  go  d port  makes  the  ader- 
tion  very  probable.  We  are  likewife  told  the  fame  of  the  city  of 
Axia,  on  the  neighbouring  river  Berezen,the  Sagaris  of  the  Antients  ; 
but  what  their  trade  confided  in,  I know  not.  , , 

In  purfuing  this  intereding  inquiry,  we  mud  now  advance  to 
the  Dniefter ; where  there  flood  another  great  commercial  city 
called  Tyras , after  the  antient  name  of  the  river.  It  feems  to  have 
been  originally  built  by  the  Greeks  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  ; al- 
though we  learn  from  Strabo,  that  in  the  time  of  the  Romans,  when 
it  was  become  a famous  market,  the  city  was  transported  to  the 
illand  Tyras  Gates,  1 5 miles  higher  up,  and  that  the  river  was 
navigable  fo  far.  Strabo  and  Pliny  fpeak  of  two  more  cities  on  the 
banks  of  the  Tyras,  nearly  oppofite  to  one  another  ; viz.  Niconia 
and  Odufa,  both  places  of  trade  ; but  with  regard  to  the  merchan- 
dife  that  they  exported,  only  two  articles  are  mentioned,  corn  and 
daves,  which  feem  to  have  been  the  daple  commodities  of  this 
coad  ; although  there  can  be  little  doubt  that  the  productions  of  the 
countries  watered  by  the  Dnieper  found  their  way  down  to  the 
Greek  markets,  in  exchange  for  foreign  goods,  which  men  have 
ever  defired  in  all  ages,  even  to  the  Ravages  difeovered  by  late 
circumnavigators. 

Before  quitting  the  North  coad  of  the  Euxine,  where  we  find  the 
dave  trade  exiding  at  fo  early  a period  (the  great  topic  of  diipute  in 
our  own  times),  it  may  be  worth  while  to  obferve,  that  Strabo,  like 
fomc  of  our  modern  philofophers,  aderts  that  it  was  introduced  by 
the  more  poliihed  nations ; and  is  particularly  fevere  on  the  Greeks 
for  having  corrupted  the  fimple  manners  of  the  Aduen*  or  milk- 

eatings 
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eating,  Scythians,  as  he  calls  them,  given  them  artificial  wants,  and 
taught  them  the  traffic  in  Haves  to  fatisfy  them  : exaftly  the  accu- 
fation  brought  at  the  end  of  the  1 8th  century  againft  the  polifhed 
nations  of  Europe,  particularly  the  Englifli.  This,  however,  is 
more  plaufible  than  true  ; for,  although  the  Scythians  may  have  had 
no  market  for  their  Haves  before  the  Greeks  furnilhed  one,  yet  we 
know,  from  Herodotus,  that  all  the  men  of  confequence,  of  pafioral 
property  among  them,  were  ferved  by  Haves  long  before  the  arrival 
of  the  Greeks  in  the  Euxine  ; nay,  the  well-known  ftory  of  the 
manner  in  which  the  Scythians  vanquifhed  their  Haves,  who  had  feized 
on  their  wives  and  flocks,  during  a long  expedition  into  Afia,  con- 
firms the  fadt ; viz.  by  attacking  them  with  their  whips,  the  com- 
mon inftrument  of  their  correction,  which  quickly  reminded  them 
of  their  fervile  condition,  and  brought  them  to  a fenfe  of  their  duty 
to  their  mailers  ; while  fome  antient  authors  Hill  go  farther,  and 
aflert,  that  thofe  Haves  deHined  for  the  domellic  drudgery  of  milking 
the  Scythian  cattle,  were  deprived  of  fight,  to  make  them  more 
attentive  to  that  duty,  and  give  up  all  thoughts  of  efcape  ; fo  that 
thofe  furely  could  not  be  intended  for  the  Grecian  market. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  is  certain,  that  the  Greeks,  Romans,  and 
all  the  polilhed  nations  of  antiquity,  were  ferved  by  Haves,  whom 
they  ufed  harfhly  enough,  while  they  themfelves  made  the  blefling 
of  liberty  their  common  theme179.  Nay,  fuch  has  been  the  incon- 
fifient  conduct  of  men  in  all  ages,  that  we  have  feen  in  our  own 
times  thofe  who  talked  loudeH  of  liberty,  and  the  rights  of  the 


'79  \Ve  are  told  by  Plutarch,  in  his  Life  of  Cato  the  Cenfor,  that  this  famous  republican 
recommended  to  fell  old  tlaves  paft  the  age  of  labour,  and  not  to  feed  ufelefs  people;  and  en- 
deavoured to  keep  up  eternal  ill  blood  among  thofe  unhappy  men  who  had  the  misfortune  to 
belong  to  him felf,  left,  if  friendlhip  reigned  among  them,  they  fliould  plot  againft  their  tyrannic 
matter,  who  beat  them  feverely  when  his  company  were  gone,  if  any  thing  was  wrong  at 
table. 


human 
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human  fpecies  while  oppreffed  themfelves,  become  the  mod  terrible 
oppreffors  in  turn,  when  they  acquired  the  power  of  making  their 
countrymen  free,  and  realizing  their  favourite  form  of  govern- 
ment. 


LETTER  XCI, 


T R OM  the  North  I muft  now  draw  your  attention  to  the  Weft 
coaft  of  the  Black  Sea  ; that  is  to  fay,  from  the  Danube  down  to  the 
antientByzantium,  or  Conftantinople  ,8°. 

The  Greek  colonies  founded  on  this  fhore  I have  already  enume- 
rated in  my  former  furvey  of  it,  when  fpeaking  of  their  original  fettle- 
ment  there  ; and,  as  to  the  particular  commerce  that  they  carried 
on,  no  detail  is  to  be  found  in  the  authors  whom  I have  confulted, 
although  I fhould  be  inclined  to  think  that  the  articles  of  antient 
barter  could  not  be  very  different  from  thofe  (till  brought  down  the 
rivers  to  the  few  ports  now  carrying  on  fome  trade  under  Turkifh 
oppreffion  ; fuch  as  Kill  a Nova , near  the  antient  Tome  ; and  Kernay 
a fecond  city  in  the  Euxine  which  bore  the  name  of  Odeffus  in 
antiquity.  Thefe  two  places  export  corn,  wine,  wool,  leather,  dried 
fruits,  & c.  all  the  productions  of  the  country  in  every  age. 

/ 

1,3  For  the  Medals  belonging  to  thefe  trading  cities,  from  the  Danube  down  to  Byzantium,  fee 
Letter  LXXVII.  where  mention  is  made  of  them  and  lketches  of  the  Coins  given. 

Being 
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Being  now  arrived  at  the  antient  Byzantium,  built  about  722 
years  before  (Thrift,  and  fo  often  mentioned  in  this  Tour  by  its  iater 
name  of  Conftandnople,  I ihall  only  remark  on  its  commerce,  that 
it  often  ferved  as  an  emporium  for  the  Euxine  and  Macotid  goods, 
particularly  thofe  from  the  Eaft  Indies  ; and  as  a general  market, 
where  the  colonifts  at  large  could  always  purchafe  fuch  as  they  had 
occafion  for  in  return,  when  their  lliips  were  not  deftined  for  a 
longer  voyage. 

From  this  antient  capital  of  the  Roman  Casfars,  I fhall  now  pafs 
over  the  Thracian  Bofphorus,  to  take  a view  of  the  commerce  of 
the  numerous  colonies  on  the  coaft  of  Afia  Minor  ; as,  in  beginning 
the  fubjeiSt  there,  1 only  talked  of  the  Greek  fifhery  from  Sinope  to 
Trapezius  as  the  foundation  of  their  trade. 

I fhall  commence  with  the  Greek  fettlements  on  the  coaft  of 
Bithynia,  at  the  mouths  of  the  rivers  Pfylis,  Calpe,  and  Sangaris, 
which  never  feem  to  have  greatly  profpered,  from  being  kept  in 
conftant  alarms  by  the  warlike  Bithynians,  their  neighbours,  as  well 
as  by  the  Meyfians  ; fo  that  their  commerce  makes  no  great  figure 

in  the  books  which  1 have  confulted.  How- 
ever, this  was  not  the  cafe  with  Heraclea,  faid 
to  have  been  founded  by  Hercules,  whom 
the  poets  defcribe  as  dragging  Cerberus  out 
of  Hell  through  an  opening  in  the  promon- 
tory Acherufia,  on  which  the  city  Bands. 

That  powerful  colony  profpered  in  a mold 
extraordinary  manner,  probably  from  the 

fuperior  fecurity  of 
its  fituation  ; and 
augmented  its  po- 
pulationfo  quickly, 
as  to  be  enabled, 
as  we  have  already 
fhewn,  to  make  a 


new 
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new  fettlement  in  the  Heraclea  Cherfonefas  of  the  Taurida,  and 
attempt  another  on  the  Weft  coaft  of  the  Euxine,  which  only  a 
want  of  a proper  fpot  made  abortive,  after  a melancholy  experi- 
ment to  effect  it. 

This  city  was  afterwards  the  refidence  of  David  Commenus,  while 
his  brother,  one  of  the  three  Greek  emperors,  whole  divifion  gave 
the  empire  to  the  Turks,  made  Trapezius,  or  Trebifond,  his  capital  ; 
and  it  is  ftill  a place  of  fome  note  under  its  modern  Turkifh  name 
of  Eracle , derived  molt  evidently  from  its  antient ; or  rather,  as  I 
have  remarked  before,  the  name  of  this  and  many  other  of  the 
Greek  cities  on  the  Euxine,  are  preferved  by  the  Turks,  and  only 
pronounced  in  their  way. 

But  the  molt  fplendid  fettlement  on  this  coaft  was  the  flouriftiing 
colony  of  Sinope,  now  Sinub ,SI,  which 
boafted  of  being  founded  by  a companion 
of  Jafon  during  the  Argonautic  expe- 
dition. 

The  projecting  cape  of  Carambis,  oppofite  the  Criu  Motopon,  or 
Ram-head,  of  the  Taurida,  divided  this  fettlement  into  two  parts. 
On  the  Weft  fide  of  it  ftood  four  cities,  Egialum,  Cromna,  Cytorus, 
now  Kudrofs,  and  Sefamus ; but  the  firft  three  were  thrown  into 
one  large  city  by  the  wife  of  Denis,  tyrant  or  prince  of  Heraclea, 
who  gave  it  her  own  name  Amaftris,  now  called  Amafrech  by  the 


1,1  I have  already  given  in  Letter  LXXXV.  feveral  autonomatic  coins  of  the  great  Euxine  city 
of  Sinope,  the  birth-place  of  the  hero  Mithridates  Eupator,  and  mother  of  the  two  other  Euxine 
cities,  Trapezius  and  Cerafus,  the  native  country  of  the  cherry.  This  coin  is  likewife  given  be- 
caufe  it  refers  to  the  fabulous  origin  of  Sinope  by  the  Diofcurias,  or  Caftor  and  Pollux,  during  the 
Argonautic  expedition  to  Colchis.  Accordingly,  on  the  reverfe  we  find  a cornu-copia  placed  be- 
tween the  caps  of  thefe  two  demi-god  heroes  furmounted  each  by  a fiar,  as  they  were  afterwards 
placed  among  the  conflellations. 


Qju  2 


Turks, 
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Turks,  according  to  their 
pronunciation  of  its  antient 
Greek  name.  On  the  Eaft 
fide  of  the  lame  promontory 
this  colony  had  their  capital 
Sinope,  afterwards  the  birth- 
place and  tomb  of  the  great  Mithridates, 
182  moll  conveniently  fituatcd,  both  for 
trade  and  dominion,  in  the  neck  or 
illhmus  of  a peninfula,  which  gives  it 
the  uncommon  advantage  of  a port  on 
each  fide.  They  had  likewife  on  the  fame 
!3  fide  the  fmalier  cities  of  Cinolis,  now 
Kinoli,  with  Anticinolis,  Murofolon,  and 
Armenes. 

The  commerce  of  all  the  colonies  mentioned  above,  befide  the 
produce  of  their  filheries,  feems  to  have  confided  in  exporting  wood 
for  (hip-building  ; with  box-wood,  in  great  demand  in  Europe  be- 
fore the  introduction  of  foreign  ebony  ; olives,  and  their  oils ; fait 
from  the  river  Hayles,  probably  to  the  more  diftant  filheries  on  the 
fame  coaft  ; and,  laftly,  fine  wool,  with  the  famous  Angora  goat 
hair ; fo  precious  in  all  ages,  as  to  be  fufpected  by  fome  to  be  the 
real  golden  fleece  of  which  the  Greeks  went  in  fearch. 

The  great  fair  of  thefe  colonies,  particularly  of  the  fettlements 
dependent  on  Sinope,  was  held  in  the  antient  city  of  Cytorus,  now 
Kudrofs , which  the  Greeks,  in  their  ufual  fabulous  ftyle,  pretended 
to  have  been  founded  by  Cytorus,  fon  of  Phrixus,  during  the 

1,1  The  medal.  Fig.  7,  bearing  the  name  of  Ameftris  on  the  obverfe,  and  that  of  Sebafte,  or  the 
Auguft,  on  the  reverie,  is  the  only  coin  which  lhews  that  this  city  ever  bore  that  proud  title. 

183  This  medal  of  Cromna  feems  to  confirm  what  fome  think  is  the  meaning  of  Strabo,  that 
this  city,  as  well  as  Sefamus  Cytorum  and  Tium,  only  furnithed  Ameilris  a part  of  its  inhabitants, 
but  was  not  incorporated  into  the  new  city  of  the  Hcraclean  Princefs,  afterwards  the  refidence  of 
the  kings  of  Paphlagonia. 

Argonautic 
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Argonautic  expedition  ; and  it  is  certain,  at  lead,  that  they  named 
it  after  him,  by  way  of  giving  it  a precedency  on  the  fcore  of  an- 
tiquity, like  feveral  other  cities  on  this  coafl. 

W e next  come  to  the  colony 
of  Arnifus,  one  of  the  mod 
and  permanent  of  the 
whole ; as  it  chiefly  fubfifled 
bv  agriculture  and  the  rearing 
of  cattle,  in  the  rich  lands  on  184 
the  Thermodon lSs,  the  mod  folid 
and  dable  of  all  revenues,  as 
not  being  affected  by  many  cir- 
cumdances  which  have  an  influ- 
ence on  commerce.  We  accordingly  not  only  find  it  a place  of 
confequence  in  the  days  of  Strabo,  but  fo  rich  and  flouridling,  by 
the  patronage  and  fucceflive  embellilhments  of  the  Athenians, 
Mithridates,  Eupator,  and  the  princes  of  Cappadocia,  that  it  drew 
the  attention  and  tempted  the  avidity  of  the  Roman  general 
Lucullus,  lo  famous  in  the  records  of  elegance  and  luxury,  who  took, 
and  plundered  it,  although  it  was  afterwards  redored  to  the  rank 
of  a free  city  by  Augudus. 

The  lad  time  that  we  read  of  Arnifus  in  claflic  authors,  is,  when 
Pompey  joined  it  to  another  Eupatoria,  which  had  received  its  name 
from  the  cognomen  of  Mithridates,  who  gave  the  two  cities,  thus 
united,  his  own,  in  that  of  Pompeiopolis. 

Next  comes  the  city  of  Amafia,  now 
Amafieh,  on  the  river  Iris,  the  antient 
capital  of  Pontus,  and  birth-place  of  the 
famous  geographer  Strabo.  It  was  the 

184  The  owl  on  the  reverfe  of  this  medal  of  Arnifus  confirms  that  the  Athenians  fent  a colony 
thither,  as  reported  by  Strabo,  though  originally  founded  by  the  Milefians. 

*8s  The  river  Thermodon  was  famous  in  antiquity  for  watering  the  lands  of  the  Amazons ; as  a 
part  of  that  female  community  are  faid  to  have  dwelt  on  its  banks,  before  the  fettlement  of  the 
colony  of  Arnifus. 


refidence 
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refidence  of  the  kings  of  Cappadocia  in  antient  times  ; and  in- 
modern, of  the  eldelt  foil  of  the  Grand  Seignior  till  called  to 
the  throne. 

Amafia  traded  to  great  advantage  at  all  times  with  the  produce 
of  its  lands,  and  was  celebrated  for  its  fine  fruit,  which  it  likewife 
exported  to  a great  amount,  and  does  fo  dill. 


LETTER  XCII. 


VV  E now  come  to  Tra- 
pezius, known  to  the 
Turks  by  its  middle-age 
name  of  Trebifond  ; a 
colony  that  will  yield  to 
none  founded  by  the  Greeks.  Xenophon  tells  us,  that  when  he 
dopped  here  in  his  celebrated  retreat  with  the  ten  thoufand,  both 
Trapezius  and  Cerafus,  now  Kerefoun,  (from  which  Lucullus  after- 
wards imported  the  cherry  into  Europe,)  paid  tribute  to  Sinope, 
and,  of  courfe,  was  under  its  protection.  This  was  a place  of  great 
trade  in  all  ages,  although  it  began,  like  many  other  of  the  Greek 
fettlements,  by  exporting  fiih;  for  it  foon  found  means  to  add  iron, 
and  even  the  precious  metals,  which  they  obtained  from  their  neigh- 

1,6  This  is  one  of  the  three  Imperial  medals  given  in  this  Tour  : all  the  others  were  flruck 
while  the  cities  were  free. 


hours 


303 


A TOUR  THROUGH  THE  TAURIDA,  kc. 

Bours  the  Chaldeans,  then  the  moft  expert  miners  and  workers  in 
iron  of  the  Weft  ; nay,  thofe  of  them  who  dwelt  neareft  to  the  fea- 
coaft  had  even  obtained  the  name  of  Chalybde  from  their  dexterity 
in  this  laft  art. 

The  port  of  Trapezius  was  repaired  by  Adrian,  and  the  city  by 
Juftinian,  as  is  ftill  to  be  feen  by  an  infeription  over  one  of  its  gates  ; 
although  the  fact  has  efcaped  the  notice  of  the  hiftorian  Juftin,  who 
is,  in  general,  fo  exail  in  recording  every  thing  done  by  his  imperial 
mafter  which  could  redound  to  his  honour.  During  the  middle 
ages,  the  Venetians,  and  their  fucceffors  rhe  Genoefe,  had  moft 
fkmriihing  colonies  here,  from  which  they  carried  on  a great  trade  ; 
and  the  laft  of  the  two  republics  even  built  a new  harbour  to  the 
fine  city,  although  their  tyrannic  ufurping  conduct  in  the  Taurida 
at  laft  armed  the  other  colonies  of  Afia  Minor  againft  them,  and  loft 
them  Trebifond  as  it  was  then  called* 

As  to  its  extended  commerce,  we  know  that  it  not  only  cut  a 
great  figure  in  remote  antiquity,  but  likewife  during  the  whole 
middle  ages,  and  was  for  a time  the  emporium  of  the  Eaft  India 
trade,  and  long  the  common  depofitary  of  the  Chriftians  in  the 
neighbouring  countries,  who  brought  their  merchandize  to  be  fold 
and  exported  from  this  place;  efpeciaily  the  Armenians,  once  a 
moft  enterprifmg  and  commercial  people,  who  had  almoft  the 
whole  Perfian  trade  in  their  hands  for  a great  length  of  time,  and 
ftill  retain  a good  part  of  it. 

Laftly,  it  became  the  feat  of  one  of  the  three  fub-divifions  of  the 
Eaftern  Roman  empire,  where  the  family  of  the  Comneni  reigned 
from  1204  till  1461,  when  they  were  involved  in  the  general  ruin 
brought  on  all  the  pretenders  to  the  throne  of  the  Caefars,  by  their 
foolilh  difputes,  which  delivered  them  into  the  hands  of  Mahomet 
the  great;  weak  and  impotent  from  their  divisions,  like  the  princes 
of  Ruflia  when  conquered  by  the  Tartars  ; while  both  empires 
would  have  refilled  the  attacks  of  the  barbarians,  had  each  been 
under  a fingle  feeptre,  and  not  already  tottering  on  the  brink  of 

definition 
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deftru£tion  by  bloody  civil  wars,  which  rendered  them  an  eafy  prey 
to  the  firft  invader. 

On  taking  leave  of  this  important  place,  I ihall  juft  remark,  that 
the  celebrated  botanift  Tourncfort  collected  here,  and  in  his  travels 
through  Afia  Minor,  in  fearch  of  plants,  fome  fine  medals  comme- 
morating the  fplendour  of  this  city,  under  its  antient  name  of  Tra- 
pezius, and  its  more  recent  appellation  of  Trebifond. 

There  were  ftill  fome  diitinguifhed  cities  on  each  fide  of 
Trapezius,  which  deferve  to  be  mentioned  before  I quit  this 
coaft  and  the  fubject  of  the  Euxine  commerce : fuch  as  Boona 
and  Jafonium,  which  ftill  preferve  their  antient  names  ; Pole- 
monium  (now  Vadifa),  fo  called  after  its  fovcreign  Polemon, 


( now  Kierali  ) ; Tripolis 
( now  Tircboli  ) ; Zephe- 
rium  (now  Zafra),  &c.  all 
to  the  Eaft  of  Trebifond  ; 
while  to  the  Weft  of  it  we 
find  Rhi  aeum  (now  Rizeh)  ; 
Athenae  (now  Athenah),  a city  whofe  name  has  puzzled  fome  geo- 
graphers, under  the  idea  of  its  being  in  fome  way  connected  with 
that  of  Athens,  which  they  cannot  account  for  ; but,  in  my  opinion, 
they  need  not  go  fo  far  for  an  explanation,  as  it  may  have  been 
named  after  /Ethes,  king  of  Colchis,  and  father  of  Medea;  al- 
though certainly  the  great  commercial  republic  traded  to  the 

,i'  An  Imperial  medal  of  Trajan,  ftruck  in  the  fortified  city  of  Tripolis  in  Tontus. 
lM  An  Imperial  medal  of  Commodus,  ftruck  in  the  city  of  Amafia,  alter  its  fubje&ion  to  the 
Romans. 

Euxine  ; 


A TOUR  THROUGH  THE  TAURIDA,  &c. 


305 


'Euxine  ; and  furely  the  Athenians,  who  beautified  the  city  of 
Amilus  on  this  coaft,  may  have  built  Athene. 

Being  now  arrived  at  the  kingdom  of  Colchis,  on  wliofe  trade  we 
have  already  treated,  I have  fmifhed  the  commercial  circuit  of  the 
Euxine  propofed  in  taking  up  the  fubjedt,  and  thrown  all  the  light 
upon  it  that  was  in  my  feeble  power,  probably  in  a different  manner 
from  profelhonal  gentlemen  who  compofe  works  on  commerce,  but 
ftill  in  fuch  a form  as  beft  fuited  the  plan  and  purpofe  of  my  Tour. 
Of  the  part  of  the  circuit  of  its  coaffs  which  I did  not  examine  in 
perfon,  I have  merely  given  the  antient  geography,  as  I only  treat 
of  its  antient  Rate,  while  it  beft  explains,  in  my  opinion,  the 
modern  names  of  places,  merely  corruptions  of  the  antient  in  the 
mouths  of  barbarians  who  cannot  pronounce  them  better  ; this  is 
ftriclly  the  cafe  on  the  coaft  of  Afia  Minor  in  particular,  where  the 
Turks  feem  to  have  been  contented  with  the  poffeffion  of  the  antient 
Greek  and  Roman  cities,  without  naming  them  anew  in  their  own 
jargon,  like  the  Tauric  Tartars,  Bulgarians,  &c. 

The  Ruffians  have  taken  the  wife  meafure  of  reftoring  the  antient 
Greek  names  of  the  cities  lately  come  under  their  fceptre1*9,  after 
having  been  for  ages  difguifed  under. Kozar  and  Mongul  names, 
which  have  given  much  trouble  to  the  geographer  who  wifhed  to 
identify  them. 

lS 9 Such  an  Intention  Is  certainly  evident  in  the  attempts  that  have  been  made ; but  it  by  no 
means  follows,  that  the  execution  of  the  plan  is  equal  to  the  intention ; on  the  contrary,  it  appears 
to  me,  that  Prince  Potemkin  had  no  one  with  him  well  acquainted  with  the  antient  date  of  the 
country;  and,  accordingly,  we  only  find  three  cities  redored  to  their  real  antient  names,  v’z. 
Lupatoria,  Theodocia,  and  Phanagoria.  My  Mat,  however,  will  furnilh  the  reli,  if  the  Govern- 
ment choofe  to  follow  up  the  idea  of  redoring  all. 
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Reasons  for  supposing  the  River  Bog  to  have  been  the  Axiacus 

of  the  Anti  ENTS. 

As  my  fuppofition,  that  the  river  Bog  was  the  Axiacus  of  the 
Antients  (indead  of  the  Hypanis,  as  has  been  generally  believed), 
makes  a mod;  eflential  change  in  the  antient  geography  of  the 
countries  ceded  to  Ruflia  at  the  peace  of  Jafly,  and  indeed  in  the 
whole  tradt  between  the  Dnieder  and  Dnieper,  it  is  incumbent  on 
me  to  Rate  my  reafons  for  this  conclufion. 

Fird:,  it  mud  be  evident  to  all  who  have  paid  attention  to  the 
fubjedt,  that  fuppofing  the  Bog  to  be  the  Hypanis  throws  into 
confufion  the  whole  antient  geography  of  the  countries  above  in- 
dicated, and  renders  all  the  cladic  authors  unintelligible,  by  dif- 
placing  the  nations  they  fpeak  of,  and  by  changing  the  dimenfions 
and  courfe  of  fome  rivers  ; as  mud  certainly  be  the  cafe,  when  you 
are  obliged  to  take  one  for  another,  by  midaking  the  name  of  a 
leading  river  that  determines  the  pofition  and  appellations  of  many  ; 
but,  to  make  this  truth  more  evident,  I fliall  briefly  date  what  antient 
geographers  fay  of  the  country  in  quedion. 

Fird,  Pomponius  Mela  obferves,  that  the  Hypanis  limits  the 
country  of  the  Callipedae,  and  that  the  neighbouring  river,  the 
Axiacus , runs  between  the  Callipedas  and  the  Axiacae,  who  are 
feparated  from  the  ldrians  by  the  Tyras,  or  Dnieder  ; — a paflage 

which 
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which  evidently  points  out  the  Bog  to  be  the  Axiacus,  and  the  Ingu- 
letz  the  Hvpanis. 

Secondly,  Pliny  fays,  that  theTyrasis  1300  paces  diflant  from  the 
Pfeudoftomus,  or  fourth  mouth  of  the  I her,  or  Danube  ; then  ; oil 
come  to  the  nation  of  the  Axiacae,  who  take  their  name  from  the 
river  Axiacus,  on  which  they  dwell,  and  beyond  which  live  the 
Chyrobyzi. 

Thirdly,  In  the  map  publiflied  by  Ortellius  to  illuftrate  the  geo- 
graphy of  this  country  by  Ptolemy  (the  firft  of  the  Anticnts  who 
applied  aftronomy  to  geography,  and  determined  the  pofition  of 
places  by  their  latitude  and  longitude),  theTyras  is  placed  firft,  then 
the  Axiacus,  then  the  Chyrobyzes,  and  then  the  Borylthenes,  exactly 
as  I have  laid  them  down  on  the  Map  given  with  this  Tour. 

Fourthly,  Strabo  tells  us,  in  his  Vllth  Book,  that  the  famous  city 
of  Olbio  Rood  at  the  diftance  of  200  (fades  from  the  mouth  of  the 
Borylthenes  ; and  in  the  Peripl.  Anonym.  Olbio  is  placed  at  the 
fame  diftance  from  the  fea,  exaffly  on  the  fpot  where  the  Hypanis 
falls  into  the  Borylthenes.  Now  if  we  fuppofe  the  Bog  to  have 
been  the  Hypanis,  the  two  laft  paRages  are  unintelligible  ; for  that 
river  falls  into  the  Dnieper,  or  Borylthenes,  very  near  its  mouth, 
inftead  of  at  200  (fades,  or  25  miles,  diftance  from  the  Black  Sea,  as 
all  the  Antients  affert  ; and  conlequently  the  pofition  of  Olbio  is 
(fill  unafcertained. 

But  let  us  fuppofe,  for  a moment,  the  Bog  to  be  the  Hypanis,  and 
where  are  we  to  find  the  Axiacus , which,  all  the  Antients  agree,  ran 
between  the  Tyras  and  Hypanis  ? as  there  is  nothing  but  rivulets  in 
the  fpace  thus  pointed  out  (if  we  except  the  Bog)  ; while  Ptolemy 
tells  us,  that  the  Axiacus  was  a large  river,  running  through  Sar- 
matia,  a little  above  Dacia  ; and  feparating  the  Axiacae  from  the  Cal- 
iipedae,  according  to  Pomponius  Mela  : as  clear  a defeription  of  the 
Bog  as  it  is  poflible  to  give,  while  it  will  by  no  means  agree  with  any 
of  the  rivulets  in  the  limited  diftricf  ; and  Monfieur  de  Peyftonel  adds 
to  the  above  realons  for  regarding  the  Bog  as  the  Axiacus,  that  the 
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Turks  have  actually  preferved  its  antient  claffic  name  in  their  modern 
appellation  Akfon,  pronounced  in  their  manner;  a merit  which  I 
have  lately  demonftrated  that  they  poftefs  in  a degree  fuperior  to  any 
other  people  that  1 know. 

I fhall  now  hnilh  this  fubjeet,  by  remarking  that  whereas  calling 
the  Bog  the  Hypanis  throws  into  confufion  the  antient  geography 
of  the  country  that  I have  been  lpeaking  of,  the  fingle  alteration 
(which  I adopted  from  Mr.  de  Peyffonel’s  Survey  of  the  Diftridt)  of 
fetting  down  that  river  as  the  Axiacus  folves  all  difficulties,  and  all 
falls  into  its  natural  order,  as  deferibed  by  the  Roman  geographers, 
who  had  colonies  there,  and  of  courfe  were  well  acquainted  with  the 
fpot ; for,  now,  the  Axiacus  becomes  the  large  river  that  Ptolemy 
deferibes  it,  flowing  through  Sarmatia,  while  it  feparates,  as  Mela 
faid,  the  Callipedae,  who  dwelt  to  the  North  of  it,  from  the  Axiacae, 
who  lived  on  its  South  bank.  Now  likewife  the  Inguletz,  which 
falls  into  the  Boryfthenes  exadtly  at  200  (fades,  or  25  miles,  from  its 
mouth,  becomes  the  Hypanis,  and  points  out  the  pofition  of  Olbio 
juft  where  its  ruins  were  feen  by  general  Hanibal  (as  faid  in  a former 
Letter,)  while  he  was  governor  of  the  Ruffian  Cherfon,  about  ten 
miles  lower  down  the  river.  Laftly,  the  Hypanis,  now  fixed  in  its 
proper  pofition,  inclofes  the  Callipedae  between  it  and  the  Axiacus* 
according  to  Pomponius  Mela,  while  it  feparates  that  nation  from  the 
Boryfthenitae,  as  it  ought  to  do,  according  to  the  antient  geographers. 

But  this  fingle  alteration  that  I have  adopted  equally  fettles  the 
pofition  of  all  the  rivulets  to  the  Eaft,  between  the  Bog  (or  Axiacus) 
and  the  Dniefter  (or  Tyras),  conformable  to  antient  geography  ; 
for,  now,  the  Gulph  or  Liman  of  Berezan  becomes  the  Sinus  Saga- 
ricus,  exadUy  where  we  are  told  to  look  for  it ; the  rivulet  Berezan 
becomes  the  Sagaris  ; and  its  other  branch,  Safik  Berezan,  the 
Rhodus  of  antiquity  ; while  the  rivulet  Deligheul  becomes  the  Lvcuaj 
and  the  Atchily  the  JBenius  of  Ovid. 
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Tauric  Ruins,  Monuments,  Greek  Inscriptions,  &c. 


The  two  Memoirs  formerly  mentioned,  as  having  been  fo 
obligingly  fent  to  me  by  the  Imperial  Academy  of  Sciences,  one 
in  the  Ruffian,  the  other  in  the  German  language,  will  furnifh  two 
or  three  more  Letters  (for  I continue  the  epiftolary  form)  to  finifh 
this  Tour,  and  illuftrate  a very  interefting  part  of  it ; as  they  con- 
tain much  information  relative  to  the  remains  of  antiquity  ftill 
exifting  in  the  antient  kingdom  of  Bofphorus,  more  particularly  on 
the  fhores  of  the  Straits  which  join  the  Black  and  Afoff  Seas,  known 
to  the  Antients  by  the  name  of  the  Cimmerian  Bofphorus  ; but  ftill 
more  abundant  on  the  Afiatic  than  the  European  fide,  efpecially  in 
the  ifland  of  Taman,  the  Phanagoriaof  the  Antients. 

Mr.  Marfhal  Biberftein,  the  author  of  thefe  Memoirs,  chiefly  de- 
votes that  which  he  has  written  in  the  German  language  to  Strabo’s 
Geography  of  the  Bofphorus  ; but,  as  I had  already  cited  every 
thing  that  I thought  neceffiary  to  illuftrate  our  fair  Traveller’s 
modern  defeription  of  that  kingdom190,  I {hall  not  tranflate  that  part 


150  The  Editor  did  not  receive  the  two  Memoirs  of  the  Academy,  till  after  he  had  finiflied  the 
Lady’s  Tour  to  the  Taurida  and  Bofphorus,  and  was  employed  on  the  Appendix  5 but,  as  Strabo 
had  been  always  confulted,  there  was  the  lefs  to  regret. 
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of  his  paper,  nor  fatigue  the  reader  with  unnecefiary  repetitions, 
but  confine  myfelf  to  what  he  fays  of  the  antiquities  of  the  country  .; 
a fpecies  of  information  the  more  definable,  as  it  lay  out  of  the 
Lady’s  province  to  collcCt  it191;  and  we  have  not  a line  on  the  fubjeCt 
fince  the  days  of  the  Roman  authors  fio  often  quoted  in  this  work, 
who  were  themfielves  in  fiearch  of  the  ruins  of  the  more  antient 
Greek  cities  and  monuments,  as  we  are  now  of  thofie  deficribed 
by  them. 

It  is  neceffary  however  to  remark,  that  the  fculptured  monuments 
of  the  Taurida  are  by  no  means  in  a good  Rate  of  confiervation  ; 
the  Greek  inferiptions  which  were  originally  meant  to  explain  them 
are  fio  much  effaced,  as  rather  to  add  to  the  labour  of  the  antiquary 
than  to  diminifih  it;  fio  that  all  is  guefis-work  here,  and  offers  a wide 
field  for  opinion. 

Mr.  de  Biberftein  has  not  been  backward  in  hazarding  a few 
conjectures  ; and,  as  detached  fragments  are  lawful  game,  I have 
likewife  occafionally  amufed  myfelf  in  the  fame  manner,  and  freely 
leave  to  every  reader  the  fame  privilege. 

Another  effential  piece  of  information  is,  that  very  few  of  thefie 
precious  remains  of  antiquity  are  to  be  found  in  their  original 
fituations  ; for,  from  the  want  of  building  materials  in  the  ifiland 
of  Phanagoria,  together  with  the  ignorance  of  the  different  hordes 
of  barbarians  who  have  for  many  ages  occupied  thefie  countries,  the 
fame  hewn  ftones  cut  by  the  Greeks  for  their  public  edifices,  have 
been  fucceffi  /ely  employed,  probably  feveral  times  over,  in  every 
building  fince,  whether  Saracen,  Gothic,  or  Tartar  ; nay,  fome 
of  them  are  once  more  beginning  to  make  a figure,  pofiibly  for  the 
fourth  or  fifth  time,  in  the  barracks  conftruCting  by  our  Ruffian 
foldiers  in  the  ifiand  of  Phanagoria. 

It  is  thus  that  we  mud  account  for  the  ftrange  draggling  fituations 
in  which  the  Correfipondent  of  the  Imperial  Academy  found  the  dif- 


m See  Letter  LIX. 
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fercnt  monuments,  & c.  which  he  defcribes.  In  one  place,  for 
example,  he  difcovered  fome  remains  of  Grecian  columns,  with 
their  capitals,  built  into  a Tartar  tower;  fome  fculptured  (tonds 
and  Greek  infcriptions  in  another ; an  antient  baffo  relievo  in  the 
wall  of  the  commandant’s  court-yard  ; a fecond  peeping  out  of  a 
gothic  church  wall ; a third  antient  monument  employed  as  a 
threfhold  to  the  Ruffian  barracks  ; and  in  this  manner  are  difperfed, 
and  appropriated  to  different  ufes,  all  the  Tauric  antiquities  men- 
tioned in  his  Memoirs  ; while  the  remaining  part  of  the  ruined 
Greek  edifices  form  a number  of  little  hillocks,  compofed  of  the 
fmaller  (tones  and  mortar,  converted  by  time  into  fhapelefs  heaps, 
after  the  larger  hewn  (tones  (highly  valuable  to  unfkilful  barbarians, 
probably  neither  furnifhed  with  tools  nor  (kill  to  cut  out  new  ones) 
had  been  carried  away  for  the  purpofes  in  which  we  now  find 
them  employed. 

I have  little  doubt  that  a number  of  curiofities  might  be  difcovered 
by  digging  into  thefe  heaps  of  rubbifh,  from  my  knowledge  of  the 
indolence  of  the  Scythian  or  Tartar  race,  who  probably  never  took 
the  trouble  to  go  deeper  than  the  furface,  in  dilapidating  thefe  antient 
buildings’ of  their  fafhioned  mafonry  ; nor  would  they  undergo  the 
labour  for  all  the  antiques  in  the  world. 

I fhall  now  finifhthis  little  introduction  to  the  Tauric  monuments 
with  fome  mention  of  another  fpecies  of  conic  hills  (for  thefe  heaps 
of  rubbifh  affume  a conic  form)  very  common  on  the  (hores  of  the 
Bofphorus,  efpecially  in  the  ifland  of  Taman,  or  Phanagoria,  which 
feem  to  have  been  antient  burying  places  ; as  they  are  found  to  con- 
tain antique  urns  when  dug  into  by  the  curious. 

I mud  own,  that,  on  reading  the  defcription  of  thofe  conic 
hillocks,  I was  (truck  with  their  refemblance,  both  in  figure  and 
contents,  to  the  tumuli  in  the  plain  of  Troy,  as  mentioned  by  the 
Abbe  Chevalier  in  his  interefting  Paper  publifhed  in  the  II Id  Volume 
of  the  Philolophical  Tranfadtions  of  the  Royal  Society  of  Ed  in- 
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burgh  ; and,  as  we  know  that  this  early  mode  of  interment  was 
difufed  before  the  zenith  of  Grecian  glory  and  polilh,  it  was  mod: 
probably  introduced  by  the  firft  Tauric  colonifts,  the  M lefians, 
which  gives  a very  high  antiquity  to  thefe  primitive  earthen 
monuments. 

I am  much  inclined  to  think,  that  the  conic  was  the  firft 
fepulchral  form  everywhere  ; for  we  find  the  wilds  of  Scythia 
fludded  with  fuch  earthen  tumuli  as  the  Abbe  and  Mr.  Biberftein 
defcribe,  with  the  foie  difference  of  their  containing  alhes  without 
urns;  and  the  Weft  of  Europe  feems  equally  to  have  abounded 
with  them  in  antient  times,  compofed  in  general  of  Jl>nes  inftead 
of  earth,  probably  from  being  ready  at  hand,  which  is  by  no  means 
the  cafe  in  the  Scythian  deferts. 

The  places  in  Phanagoria  that  are  pointed  out  in  the  Academic 
Memoir  as  being  furnifhed  with  the  urn  tumuli,  are,  firft,  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  the  antient  capital  or  city  of  hanagoria  ; 
fecondly,  near  where  the  Lake  (Liman)  Kifeltafhkoy  falls  into  the 
Lake  Cuban,  antiently  Corocondametis  ; thirdly,  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  the  City  Temruk  ; and,  laftly , feveral  are  faid  to  ftand  on 
the  Afiatic  fhore  of  the  Cimmerian  Bofphorus. 
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As  I purpofe  dividing  the  Tauric  monuments  into  two  periods, 
according  to  what  I think  their  comparative  antiquity,  I fhalL 
firft  mention  three  that  appear  to  be  at  leaft  as  old  as  the  time 
of  the  Roman  dominion  in  the  Taurida,  as  the  Roman  Emperor  is 
mentioned. 

/ « _ 

First  Monument. 

BASIAETONTOS  IIAPPISAAOT 
TOT  SnAPTAKOT  AEOETPATOS 
TEPTOT  AAEAfcOT  ....  TOE 

on pi 

The  tranflation  of  this  fragment  by  Mr.  Biberftein  is  : 

“ During  the  reign  of  Parifades,  fon  of  Spartacus,  foil  of  Leo- 
“ ftratus  ....  by  his  brother ” 

I fhall  only  remark  on  this  firft  monument  and  its  tranflation, 
that  it  is  difficult  to  conceive  who  this  king  Parifades,  fon  of  Spar - 
tacus , was;  as  Diodorus  Siculus  tells  us,  that  Parifades  I.  who  fuc- 
ceeded  Spartacus  III.  was  his  brother,  not  his  fon.  He  muft  then 
have  been  the  fon  of  Spartacus  IV. ; as  after  the  death  of  that 
prince  there  is  a chafm  in  the  Bofphoric  hiftory  of  180  years;  fo 
that  we  neither  know  the  names  of  his  children  nor  of  his  fucceflfor  ; 
but  all  is  dark  and  myfterious,  till  we  find  the  good  Parifades  IV.  on 
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the  throne,  who  yielded  it  without  a blow  to  Mithridates,  rather 
than  fhed  in  a hopelefs  conteft  the  blood  of  his  beloved  fubjects, 
who  had  fo  often  defended  him  againft  the  Scythians. 

This  monument  was  feen  by  Mr.  Biberftein  in  a low  wall,  near 
the  great  gate  of  the  old  gothic  church  of  Kerch,  or  the  Panticapeos 
of  the  Greeks. 


Second  Monument. 

. . IO  . . ITOSEIAON02 KA  . . . . 

. . nors  BA2IAEA  BA2IAEI2N  MErANTO 

. . HTOS  BOOS  nopor  TIBEPIONI  OTAIQ 

. . A THN  TON  BASIAEOS  PHSKOTIIOPI 

. . SAP  A KAI  &IAOPOM 

. . NTA  TAKA-ATEXANH NO 

. . SHTHFA  ETSANTNOS  KAOIIP 

. . AI-3ANTOT  nANT  - ST  All. 

+ 

The  tranllation  which  Mr.  de  Biberftein  has  ventured  to  give  (as 
conjecture)  of  this  mutilated  monument,  found  in  the  ruins  of  the 
antient  city  of  Phanagoria,  is  as  follows  : 

“ To  him  who,  with  the  aid  of  Pofeidon,  engaged  the  fublime 

“ King  of  Kings  to  declare  fovereign  of  the  Bofphorus, fon 

“ of  King  Rifco,  friend  of  the  Emperor  and  the  Romans.” 

For  my  part,  I can  only  make  out  Pofidonos,  a name  of  Neptune, 
with  that  of  Tiberius,  and  a king  Relkouporides  ; fo  that  I lhould 
fuppofe  it  to  have  been  a monument  dedicated  to  Neptune,  and 
ereCled  by  Relkouporides,  in  the  reign  of  Tiberius,  who,  we  know, 
was  lord  paramount  of  the  kingdom  of  Bofphorus,  although  it  was 
governed  by  its  own  kings,  tributary  to  the  Romans  ; and  Relkou- 
porides  may  have  been  one  of  them,  although  his  name  is  not 
found  in  our  very  imperfeCf  lift  of  thefe  princes. 
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The  Foregoing  conjecture  is  much  {Lengthened  by  a medal  of  this 
fovereign  in  the  collection  of  Baron  Afhe,  which  was  found  fome- 
where  in  the  Taurida  or  Bofphorus ; though,  till  I faw  the  above 
infcription,  I took  it  for  a coin  of  a king  of  Thrace  of  the  fame 
name,  well  known  to  antiquaries. 

The  hiftory  of  this  antient  kingdom,  imperfectly  as  it  is  tranf- 
mitted  to  us,  {hows  its  intimate  connection  with  Thrace  ; and  we 
even  find,  in  reading  the  civil  wars  among  the  fons  of  Spartacus  II. 
that  one  of  them,  named  Emulus,  was  fupported  in  his  claim  to 
the  throne  by  an  army  of  42,000  Thracians,  led  by  their  king 
Ariopharnes. 


Third  Monument. 

. . ; ASIEIMA 

....  AIA2  AIIO  ATTHN  KAI  EI2  ATTCN  TENOMEN  ...... 

....  AIITE  KAI  AAEI20>OPIAI2  APLA2AI2  TAIS  KATA  THN  B . . .' 

....  AEIXOENTATOT  KAI2APEIOT  AIA  BIOT  EIS  TENOSTOI  . . . 

....  TAX  ANE2TH2EN  TEIMH2  XAP1N  2TN  TfL  KAI  Eni  TEI  . . 

....  MEPAN  ATTO.N  TIIO  TE  EMOT  KAI  TflN  EKrONHNM  .... 

On  this  third  monument,  found,  like  the  fecond,  in  the  ruins  of 
Phanagoria,  it  is  difficult  even  to  hazard  a conjecture,  as  it  wants 
both  the  beginning  and  end  of  each  line  ; ft  feems,  however,  to  have 
been  ereCted  in  honour  of  a man  and  his  poflerity  who  had  merited 
well  of  their  country. 
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The  Sepulchral  Monuments  of  the  Bosphorus. 

THE  remaining  Monuments  mentioned  in  Mr.  Biberftein’s  two 
Memoirs  feem  to  be  of  the  fepulchral  kind,  and  not  older  than  the 
Eaftern  Roman  empire  ; while  the  three  former  are  undoubtedly  of 
the  claffic  times. 

The  author  introduces  his  account  of  thefe  monuments  by  the 
following  obfervations,  that  are  applicable  to  all,  with  refpedt  to  the 
ftone  out  of  which  they  are  cut. 

They  are,  in  general,  of  a fine  white  folid  marble,  mixed  with 
chryftallized  particles  like  alabafter,  of  about  one  archine  and  a 
half  long,  and  more  than  half  an  archine  broad,  (42Englifh  inches 
by  14,)  bearing  commonly  fome  human  figures  in  bafio-relievo, 
with  an  inscription  in  dialedtic  Greek  ; although  we  likewife  find 
fome  of  later  ages  on  an  inferior  kind  of  white  marble,  like  the 
famous  Ruffian  monument  lately  found  in  Phanagoria,  on  which 
Gleb,  prince  of  Tmutaracan192,  recorded  his  meafurement  of  the 
Cimmerian  Bofphorus,  as  already  noticed  in  the  Tour193. 


*9*  Tmutaracan  was  the  name  by  which  the  ifland  of  Phanagoria  was  known  in  Ruffia  while 
it  was  a province  of  this  empire,  although  called  Tmutaracan  by  the  Byzantine  authors,  from 
which  the  Tartars  feem  to  have  derived  their  modern  appellation  of  Taman,  which  in  fa<5t,  is 
only  a contradtion  of  it. 

J»3  Letter  LVII. 
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This  inferior  fpecies,  Mr.  BiberBein  thinks,  may  have  been  found 
fomewhere  in  the  Bofphorus  ; while  he  regards  the  finer  as  a foreign 
marble,  and  the  fame  with  that  employed  by  the  Greeks  in  their 
own  country  for  the  precious  monuments  of  antiquity  which  they 
have  left  us.  Befide  the  Bofphoric  monuments  in  marble,  there  are 
fome  likewife  in  common  Bone. 

Of  the  fepulchral  monuments  in  general,  the  author  mentions 
three  kinds  diflinguifhable  by  the  figures  upon  them. 


The  First  Species  of  Basso-Relievo 

Commonly  contains  a female  figure  in  a long  robe,  with  a 
child. 


The  Second  Species, 

A man  on  horfeback,  with  a child  Banding  by  him. 


The  Third  Species, 

A man  lying  on  a kind  of  bed,  or  couch,  with  a woman  and  child, 
one  on  each  fide  of  him. 


With  regard  to  what  may  be  called  the  action  of  the  figures  in 
tliefe  three  different  kinds  of  baffo-relievos,  fo  often  repeated  on  the 
fepulchral  Bones  of  the  Bofphorus,  Mr.  BiberBein  fays,  that 

In  the  FirB,  The  woman  is  generally  reprefented  in  a Banding 
poBure,  with  her  hands  under  the  fore-part  of  her  garment;  though 
fometimes  Bie  is  leaning  againB  a kind  of  altar ; and  he  has  like- 
wife 
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wife  feen  her  fitting  on  a (lone,  and  wiping  her  eyes,  with  the  marks 
and  exprefhon  of  extreme  grief. 

In  the  Second,  The  man  is  reprefented  as  on  a horfe  in  flow 
motion,  with  nothing  but  the  bridle  in  his  hands  ; for  he  is,  in 
general,  without  weapons  ; although  in  a few  inftances  he  is  clad 
in  warlike  attire. 

In  the  Third,  The  man  lying  on  a couch  is  reprefented  as  leaning 
on  his  left  arm,  while  the  right  is  extended,  and  holds  a kind  of 
garland. 

As  to  the  child  in  all  of  them,  it  is  commonly  reprefented  as  in  a 
light  drefs,  only  covering  the  middle  of  the  body  ; and  in  fome 
inftances  it  holds  in  its  two  hands  fomething  much  refembling  an 
urn. 

Laftly,  He  informs  us,  that  in  one  cafe  he  faw  a woman  with  two 
children  (inftead  of  the  ufual  number,  one),  having  fome  male 
attendants  apparently  in  waiting  upon  her. 

Mr.  Biberftein  finifhes  his  preliminary  remarks  by  obferving,  that 
he  fometimes  found  two  of  the  above-defcribed  baffo-relievos  on  one 
monument,  with  each  its  own  infcription  below  it,  and  that  the  ftile 
of  fculpture  in  all  of  them  is  but  indifferent ; while  the  Greek  in- 
fcriptions  are  fadly  mutilated  and  defaced. 
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After  having  Hated,  in  my  laft,  Mr.  Biberftein’s  obfervations  on 
the  fepulchral  monuments  of  the  Bofphorus,  I lhall  give,  in  this, 
the  fpecimens  of  each  kind  which  he  took  the  trouble  to  copy. 


Sepulchral  Monuments  of  the  First  Kind,  bearing  Female 

Figures. 

I. 

On  a common  Hone  in  the  wall  of  the  old  church  of  Kerch 
(Panticapeos),  is  reprefented,  in  baffo-relievo,  a woman  and  child, 
with  the  following  infcription  : 

HNANA  MHTHP 

MHNOAOPOT  KAI  AAEA$H  . . . 

AHMOSTPATHA  XAIPE. 

This  infcription  Mr.  Biberltein  tranflates  : — “ Mother  of  Meno- 
“ dorus,  and  filter  . . . Demoltratus, — repofe  in  peace.” 


T T 
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II. 


On  a common  (tone,  built  into  the  wall  of  the  old  gothic  church 
of  Kerch,  exactly  fimilar  in  every  refpe£t  to  the  above-cieicribed 
monument  with  regard  both  to  dimenfions  and  baffo -relievos,  is  the 
following  fragment  of  an  inscription  : 

. . . noriAi  tie  ... 

K022A  XAI  . . 

Mr.  Biberftein  does  not  attempt  a tranflation  of  this  infcription 
in  its  very  mutilated  ftate  ; however,  we  may  hazard  a conjeifture, 

that  it  means “ Son  of  Poplus,  with  his  wife,  or  daughter, 

“ Coda, — reft  in  peace.’* 

III. 

On  a block  of  white  marble,  found  in  the  ruins  of  the  antient 
Phanagoria,  near  the  modem  city  of  Taman,  there  are  exadtly 
the  fame  baffo- relievos  as  on  No.  1,  defcribed  before,  with  the 
following  infcription  : 

AAIE  EnPEmor  XAIPE  *53. 

“ Dafe,  daughter  of  Eprepie, — repofe  in  peace.  ** 

N.  B.  This  monument  offers  an  example  of  what  Mr.  Biberftein 
before  afferts,  viz.  that  they  fometimes  contain  two  diftintft  baffo- 
relievos,  with  each  its  peculiar  infcription  ; for  on  this  block,  below 

193  The  XAIPE  of  the  Greeks,  with  which  every  one  of  thefe  fepulchral  inferiptions  end9, 
feems  here  to  anfwer  to  th c Requipjcat  in  Pace  of  the  Latins;  both  equally  williing  an  eternal 
repofe  to  the  fouls  of  the  decealed. 
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the  firft  baffo-relievo,  there  is  another  of  the  fecond  fpecies,  where 
a man  appears  on  horfeback  ; but  the  infcription  is  too  much 
effaced  to  be  legible. 

Sepulchral  Monuments  of  the  Second  Species,  where  the 
Basso-Relievo  represents  a Man  on  Horseback,  with  a 
Child  standing  by  him. 

IV. 

On  a block  of  white  marble,  originally  found  in  the  ruins  of  the 
city  of  Phanagoria,  but  at  prefent  built  into  a wall  in  the  court- 
yard of  the  commandant  of  Jenikal  (the  Nympheos  of  the  Antients), 
is  a baffo-relievo  reprefenting  a man  on  horfeback,  with  a child 
{landing  by  him.  The  infcription  is  : 

HZOT2  AriOAAON 
AOT  TOI2ITA  . . . VIOI 
IIN  ....  XAIP. 

This  infcription  is  much  too  imperfedt  for  tranflation,  as  we  only 
fee  diftin&ly  the  name  of  Appollonidus  ; but  whether  he  was  the 
perfon  interred,  or  him  who  ere£ted  the  monument  in  honour  of 
another,  it  is  difficult  to  determine.  For  my  own  part,  I fufpedt 
that  it  is  the  fon  of  Appollonidus  who  is  to  reft  in  peace. 

i 

Sepulchral  Monuments  of  the  Third  Species,  where  a Man 
is  represented  lying  on  a Couch,  with  a Woman  on  one 
Side,  and  a Child  on  the  other. 

V. 

On  a common  ftone  lately  difcovered  on  a hill  near  Kerch,  now 
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in  the  pofteftion  of  the  Prieft  of  the  diftrift,  is  a bafio-relievo  of  this 
third  kind,  with  the  following  fliort  infcription  : 

ArAOH  TT  XAIPE. 

“ Agathe, — reft  in  peace.” 


Laftly,  Mr.  Biberftein  mentions  fome  Bofphoric  monuments,  of 
the  fepulchral  kind,  which  he  found  bearing  only  an  infcription, 
without  any  fculptnred  figures  upon  them  ; of  which  fpecies  he 
gives  one  example. 

On  a ftone  in  the  wall  of  the  church  of  Kerch  is  the  following 
infcription  : 


©EONATE 

AIONTSIOT 

* 

AMA  ETHANE. 

XAIPE. 

“ Theonate,  daughter  of  Dionyfius  of  Amaftris,  — reft  in 
“ peace.” 


It  would  be  improper  to  quit  the  fubjetft  of  the  Bofphoric  monu- 
ments, without  noticing  in  this  Letter  (peculiarly  appropriated  to 
them,)  the  famous  Monumentum  Satyri  of  the  ifland  of  Phanagoria* 
at  the  fouthern  entry  of  the  Cimmerian  Bofphorus.  It  is  a conic 
mount  of  earth  eredted  to  a man  of  the  name  of  Satyros,  who  had 
excited  the  admiration  and  merited  the  gratitude  of  his  country  ; 

and 
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and  I fufpeCt  it  to  be  of  the  primitive  kind  of  fepulchral  tumuli  on 
a gigantic  fcale  mentioned  in  a former  Letter,  containing  urns, 
which  denotes  its  great  antiquity.  Strabo  makes  particular  men- 
tion of  it,  and  I have  marked  its  pofition  on  the  Map  of  this 
Tour. 


LETTER  XCVIII. 


1 H IS  Letter  will  be  appropriated  to  Mr.  Marfhal  Biberftein’s 
conjectures  on  the  nature  and  purport  of  the  Bofphoric  monuments 
that  he  copied  in  his  travels,  and  which  I have  inferted  here. 

He  thinks  that  the  firft  fpecies,  and  poflibly  the  third,  were 
dedicated  to  the  fair  fex,  while  the  fecond  were  ereCted  to  men 
only. 

He  next  fuppofes,  that  the  figures  fculptured  on  them  either 
reprefent  the  deceafed,  or  the  ereCters  of  the  monuments  ; and 
when  two  bafio-relievos  are  feen  on  the  fame  fione,  the  one  anfwers 
to  the  firft,  and  the  other  to  the  fecond  of  thefe  fuppofitions  ; he 
however  admits  the  probability  of  family  vaults  having  exifted  in 
the  Bofphorus  at  the  time  when  thefe  fepulchral  monuments  were 
ereCted  ; and  in  that  cafe  there  is  nothing  more  obvious  to  con- 
jecture, than  that  feveral  bafto-relievos  would  be  fculptured  on  one 
tomb-ftone  belonging  to  a family,  provided  it  were  large  enough 
to  hold  them. 

Laftly,  Mr.  Biberftein  thinks  that  the  woman  reprefented  as 
handing,  the  man  on  horfeback,  or  lying  on  a couch,  as  well  as 

the 
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the  child  with  a vafe  in  its  hand,  may  all  relate  to  certain  ceremonies 
pradlil'ed  at  funerals. 

Thus  far  the  author  of  the  Memoirs  ; but,  as  conjectures  are 
free,  and  may  amufe  if  they  do  not  inftrudt,  I fhall  hazard  a few 
of  my  own  on  this  curious  fuhjedt. 

May  not  the  female  reprefented  on  thefe  monuments,  in  an 
infulated  upright  pofition,  indicate  a virgin  ; the  female  figure 
leaning  on  an  altar,  a wife  ; and  the  woman  in  tears,  a widow, 
lamenting  the  lofs  of  her  hufband  ? The  male  figures  I fhould  be 
inclined  to  explain  much  in  the  fame  manner,  by  fuppofing  that 
the  man  on  horfeback  bears  a reference  to  the  exercifes  of  young 
men,  and  indicates  his  having  died  a batchelor  ; and  if  what  the 
recumbent  figure  holds  in  his  hand  be  the  nuptial  garland  of 
antiquity,  it  may  allude  to  his  having  been  married  ; whilfl  the 
child  bearing  an  urn  may  reprefent  an  orphan  carrying  the  afhes 
of  its  parent ; and  thus  diftindtly  mark  the  different  ftates  of  civil 
fociety  *9\ 

Mr.  Biberftein  concludes  his  remarks  on  the  Bofphoric  monu- 
ments, with  fuppofing  that  they  were  moftly  eredted  to  children. 
This  curious  hypothefis  he  endeavours  to  found  on  a difeovery  of  a 
Mr.  Geifler  about  the  beginning  of  this  century,  who  afferts  in  his 
travels,  written  in  German,  that  from  the  fmallnefs  of  the  bones  in 
a number  of  antique  tombs  which  he  examined  in  Italy,  &c.  the 
Antients  mud  have  generally  buried  children,  without  confuming 
their  bodies  to  afhes,  as  they  did  the  corpfes  of  adults. 


104  Thefe  conjeftures  of  mine  are,  perhaps,  much  more  unfatisfa&ory  than  they  might  have 
been  had  Mr.  Biberftein  deferibed  the  drefs  of  at  leaft  the  female  figures  on  thefe  fepulchral 
monuments ; as  we  know  that  the  fiinple  vittne,  or  fingle  ribbon  of  the  Antients,  indicated  the 
virgin,  and  the  double  vittoe  the  married  fiate  : diftin£lions  which  are  ftill  preferved  in  the 
head  drefs  of  the  Ruffian  peafants,  as  maybe  feen  in  my  “ Russian  Antiquities.  ” The 
Author  of  the  Memoirs  might  likewife  have  told  us,  whether  they  wore  the  zona  of  the  Antients, 
or  not)  which  the  hutband  untied  on  the  bridal  night,  &c. 
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Our  author  likewife  gives  us  another  difcovery  of  Geifler’s,  appli- 
cable to  the  fubjedt  of  fepulchral  infcriptions.  Geifler,  he  fays, 
found,  on  an  attentive  examination  of  the  antient  tombs  in  the 
city  of  Albana,  that  the  X fo  often  feen  on  tomb -(tones,  and  which 
has  commonly  been  taken  for  the  crofs,  and  the  peculiar  mark  of  a 
chriflian  grave,  is  only  the  initial  letter  of  the  Greek  word  xphste- 
XAIPE ; as  he  fometimes  found  it  written  at  length,  and  fometimes 
merely  the  initial  X,  inftead  of  the  whole. 


LETTER  XCIX. 


An  Inquiry  by  the  Editor  into  the  geographical  Position  and 
Religion  of  a famous  Nation  of  Antiquity,  which  sent 
annual  Offerings  from  Russia  to  the  Shrine  of  Apollo 
in  Delos. 

TThERE  (till  remain  two  curious  fubjedts  which  fall  into  the 
range  of  refearch  carried  on  in  this  Tour,  as  they  regard  the  new 
dominions  of  Ruflia  on  the  Euxine. 

The  fir(t  is,  an  inquiry  into  the  geographical  pofition  of  the 
Hyperboreans  of  the  Antients,  who  fent  yearly  offerings  from  the 
North,  by  the  way  of  Scythia,  to  the  temple  of  Apollo  in  the  ifland 
of  Delos  ; which  were  forwarded  from  Scythia  by  the  Greek 
colonifts  fettled  on  the  Euxine  coaft ; a fadt  that  feems  to  be  as  well 
authenticated  as  any  one  in  antient  profane  hiftory  ; of  courfe,  it 

becomes 
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becomes  a curious  fubjecl  of  inveftigation  to  a traveller,  treating  of 
the  Southern  provinces  of  Ruffia,  more  efpecially  as  it  appears, 
from  a number  of  circumftances  brought  to  light  in  my  prefent 
refearch,  that  this  interefting  people  dwelt  fomcwhere  between 
Mofcow  and  Kieff,  profe fling  the  religion  and  rites  of  the  Greeks,  at 
a period  of  fuch  remote  antiquity. 

The  truth  of  fuch  a ftory,  it  would  be  ridiculous  in  me  not  to 
inquire  into,  by  comparing  the  accounts  of  the  Antients,  at  a mo- 
ment when  I am  endeavouring  to  point  out  where  and  when  the 
antient  Greeks  in  their  pagan  llate  had  an  opportunity  of  commu- 
nicating: to  the  anceftors  of  the  Ruffians  the  number  of  analogies 
which  I have  fhown  (in  my  late  Work)  to  fubfift  between  the  two 
nations,  in  their  pagan  rites,  marriages,  cufloms,  dances,  &c.  &c. 
more  efpecially  as  it  is  a favourite  amufement  that  can  offend  no 
one,  and  the  refult  of  which  they  may  take  if  they  pleafe  — cum 
grano  fal'u . 

It  may  be  neceffary  to  introduce  the  information  that  I have 
been  able  to  colledt  relative  to  this  curious  people,  by  explaining 
the  meaning  of  the  name  given  to  them  by  the  Greeks,  who,  we 
know,  called  the  inhabitants  of  Thrace  Boreans  ; and,  of  courfe, 
thofe  who  dwelt  far  to  the  Northward  of  them,  Hyperboreans. 

The  next  point  is,  to  determine,  if  poflible,  \vho  thefe  people 
were,  and  where  they  lived  ; a talk  of  the  molt  difficult  kind,  as, 
from  the  perfect  ignorance  of  the  Greeks  with  regard  to  the  countries 
North  of  the  Scythian  deferts,  all  that  they  fay  is  vague  in  the 
extreme  ; however,  there  is  one  clue  by  which  we  may  poffibly  trace 
out  their  place  of  refidcnce  ; viz.  the  route  by  which  their  famous 
offerings  were  fent  to  Delos  ; of  which  we  have  very  exadt  accounts, 
not  only  from  Herodotus,  but  from  the  inhabitants  of  Delos  who 
received  them,  although  the  lall  part  of  the  journey  is  difputcd 
by  the  Athenians,  who  infill  on  having  always  had  the  honour  of 
tranfporting  them  in  a veflel  of  the  republic,  from  the  continent  of 
Greece,  to  the  facred  ifland,  inftead  of  their  being  fhipped  at 

Caryftae, 


SUPPLEMENT. 


329 


Caryftas,  in  the  ifland  of  Eubea,  for  Delos,  as  the  inhabitants  of 
that  city  affert ; and,  indeed,  (as  I fhall  prefently  fhow)  there  may 
be  equal  truth  in  both  the  claims. 

The  Delians  then  tell  us,  that  the  Hyperboreans  did  not  always 
fend  holy  ambaffadors  (or  Theoroi19\  as  the  Greeks  called  them) 
with  their  offerings  to  Apollo;  but  in  general  conveyed  them, 
through  the  religious  refpe6l  of  the  intermediate  nations  for  that 
celebrated  God  of  Antiquity,  without  any  other  accompaniment  than 
the  fanbtity  univerfally  attached  to  them. 

The  Hyperboreans  contented  themfelves  then,  for  the  moft  part, 
with  handing  their  offerings  for  Apollo  to  their  neared:  Southern 
neighbours,  the  JJJedonians , who  gave  them  again  to  their  next 
neighbours  the  Scythians,  to  be  carried  down  to  the  Greek  colon  ids 
on  the  Euxine  coaft;  who  forwarded  them  in  the  fame  manner,  from 
nation  to  nation,  to  the  place  of  their  depofit. 

Our  furprize  at  fo  long  a journey  as  thefe  Hyperborean  offerings 
performed,  merely  by  religious  zeal,  will  be  confiderably  diminillied, 
when  we  confider,  that  there  then  exifted  a chain  of  Greek  colonies, 
all  the  way  from  the  great  market  of  Olbio  on  the  Dnieper  down 
to  Greece. 

I have  already  traced  them  in  my  fketch  of  the  Euxine  commerce 
down  to  Byzantium,  the  limits  of  my  plan  ; and  every  body  knows, 
that  the  Propontide,  or  Sea  of  Marmora,  as  well  as  the  Hellefpont, 
were  equally  furnifhed  with  Greek  colonies  ; but  it  may  not  be  fo 
generally  known,  that  they  had  extended  their  fettlements  along 
the  coafts  of  Thrace  and  Macedonia  ; fo  that  when  the  Northern 
firft  fruits,  wrapt  up  in  wheat-ftraw , their  conftant  package,  had 
once  got  down  to  the  Euxine  colonies,  by  means  of  the  Iffedonians 

© fi.jjoi,  in  the  original  fignification,  wore  thofe  who  went  yearly  to  Delos  in  the  fame  thing 
which  carried  Thefeus  to  Crete  3 though  afterwards  applied  to  all  who  carried  offerings  to  Apollo 
in  that  ifland. 
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and  Scythians  (who  probably  received  a prefent  of  Greek  mer- 
chandize as  a reward  for  their  diligence  and  care  of  the  facred 
charge),  there  is  little  doubt  but  they  would  be  forwarded  the  reft  of 
the  way,  with  marked  attention,  from  colony  to  colony,  bv  the 
zealous  worfhippers  of  Apollo. 

I here  fuppofe,  that  the  way  they  were  fent,  after  arriving  at 
Byzantium,  was  down  the  European  fhore  of  the  Propontidus  and 
Hellefpont,  and  then  along  the  coafts  of  Thrace  and  Macedonia 
into  Theffaly,  the  country  of  Achilles  ; where,  being  arrived  on 
Grecian  ground,  they  would  quickly  find  their  way  for  embarkation, 
either  at  the  famous  port  of  Aulis  in  Bceotia  (where  the  Grecian 
fleet  was  fo  long  detained  by  contrary  winds  in  their  way  to  Troy), 
or  at  the  no  lefs  celebrated  port  of  Pire  in  Attica  ; if  the  Athenians 
are  founded  in  faying,  that  the  Hyperborean  offerings  were  yearly 
forwarded  to  Delos  by  them  : but,  as  the  Delians  themfelves  declare 
that  they  received  them  from  Caryftae  in  Eubea,  by  way  of  Tenos, 
it  is  more  than  probable,  that  they  were  at  iirft  fent  from  fome  port 
on  the  continent  of  Greece  to  Caryftae,  till  the  all-powerful  Athe- 
nians became  the  lords  paramount  of  Delos,  as  we  know  was  the 
cafe  ; after  which  period,  they  certainly  would  claim  the  exclufive 
right  of  acting  as  Theoroi  to  the  diftant  votaries  of  Apollo  ; and 
finely  it  would  not  be  the  inhabitants  of  a fecondary  Grecian  city 
that  would  dare  to  conteft  with  them  an  honour  fo  Jiighly  prized  in 
the  pagan  world. 

I have  here  overlooked  another  route  by  which  fome  pretend 
thefe  offerings  were  fent  from  Scythia,  viz.  ftraight  Weft  to  the 
Adriatic,  and  from  thence  by  the  Ionian  Sea  to  Dodona  in  Epirus, 
and  then  carried  for  embarkation  on  the  Sinus  Maliacus  to  proceed 
to  Caryftae,  Tenos,  and  Delos.  Surely  l'uch  a-round-about  journey 
is  very  improbable  ; more  cfpecially  as  the  offerings  muft  have 
puffed  through  barbarous  nations,  who  probably  never  heard  of  the 
gods  of  the  Greeks ; while  we  know,  that  if  there  even  had  not 
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been  a Grecian  colony  in  either  Thrace  or  Macedonia,  they  would 
have  been  refpedted  in  both  ; for  the  Thracians  offered  to  Diana1* ** 
in  wheaten-Jlraw,  as  did  the  Hyperboreans  ; and,  of  courfe,  any 
thing  on  its  way  to  her  illand  would  be  treated  with  much  refpedt 
in  that  country  ; and  we  likewife  know,  that  Macedonia  was  in 
habits  of  friendfhip  with  Greece  about  the  period  alluded  to  ; for,- 
on  the  night  before  the  battle  of  Plataea  (479  years  before  Chrift), 
we  find  Alexander  king  of  Macedonia,  although  forced  to  accom- 
pany Xerxes  in  his  expedition  againft  Greece,  dealing  in  the  night 
to  the  camp  of  the  Athenians,  to  inform  them  of  Mardonius’s 
intention  to  furprife  them  at  day-break;  and  Perdiccas,  another 
of  their  kings,  foliciting  to  become  a citizen  of  Athens  in  the  454th 
year  before  Chrift. 

Having  fhown,  that  the  Hyperboreans  worfhipped  Apollo,  Diana, 
and  Juno,  and  that  they  lent  yearly  offerings  to  their  Ihrines  in 
Delos,  I think  the  cafe  very  clearly  made  out,  that  there  did  exiff 
fuch  a nation  to  the  Northward  of  Scythia  ; and  fhall  now  endea- 
vour to  trace  out,  by  the  route  of  their  offerings,  the  geographical 
n»pofition  of  thofe  who  fent  them. 

Herodotus,  whom  I have  already  fhown 197  to  have  obtained, 
during  his  travels  in  Scythia,  a valuable  mafs  of  information  relative 
to  the  country  of  the  Hyperboreans,  likewife  learned  during  his 
Tour,  that  they  gave  their  offerings  for  Delos  to  their  Southern 
neighbours  the  Iffedonians,  who  committed  them  to  the  care  of  the 
Scythians,  on  whofe  country  they  bordered,  to  be  conveyed  down 
to  the  Greek  colonies  on  the  Euxine  ; exactly  the  fame  mode  of 
conveyance  as  is  recorded  in  the  writings  or  archives  of  Delos. 

*9®  Delos  was  held  doubly  facred  by  the  Antients,  as  the  birth-place  of  both  Apollo  and 
Diana ; and  we  find  that  the  Hyperboreans  muft  have  fent  offerings  and  holy  ambalfadors  to 
both  of  thofe  deities,  as  Herodotus  mentions  the  allies  of  two  of  thofe  Hyperborean  Theoroi 
preferved  with  religions  care  in  the  temple  of  Diana  in  Delos,  befides  tombs  of  the  other  two 
of  them,  who  died  there  on  an  cmbalfy  to  Apollo.  See  “ The  Young  Anacharfis,”  Vol.  VIII. 
p.  272,  8vo.  Deux  Pouts. 

w See  Letter  XC. 
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Now  we  know  that  the  deferts  of  Scythia  extend,  even  at  this 
day,  up  to  the  48th  degree  of  North  latitude,  and  in  fome  places 
farther  ; indeed,  the  Ruffian  line  of  forts  to  be  feen  on  the  maps 
of  the  empire,  perfectly  define  their  limits,  as  they  were  conftructed 
to  defend  the  ftationary  cultivators  dwelling  in  fixed  habitations, 
from  the  roving  inhabitants  of  the  defert. 

The  lJJ'cdonians  then  muft  have  dwelt  beyond  the  48th  degree  of 
North  latitude,  probably  as  high  as  the  50th,  which  is  the  latitude 
of  Kieff,  the  antient  capital  of  the  Great  Dukes  of  Ruffia  ; a pofition 
which  well  agrees  with  that  given  them  by  the  learned  Jefuit  father 
Hardouin,  who  fays,  that  they  dwelt  in  the  South  of  Mufcovy,  or 
Ruffia. 

But  the  Hyperboreans  dwelt  to  the  North  of  the  Iffedonians,  who 
were  their  neareft  Southern  neighbours,  and  tranfmitted  their 
offerings  to  the  Scythians  ; fo  that  this  polar 198  nation,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  Greeks,  muft  evidently  have  lived  confiderably  to  the  South- 
ward of  Mofcow  ; as  they  could  not  have  given  their  offerings 
direftly  to  the  ifiedonians,  had  there  been  another  nation  between 
them. 

However,  although  Herodotus,  and  the  reft  of  his  countrymen, 
never  went  fo  high  as  Kieff,  and  were  therefore  completely  ignorant 
of  the  North  and  its  inhabitants,  which  led  them  to  imagine  fo 
many  ridiculous  fables  concerning  them  ; yet  I have  fhown,  in 
Letter  XC.  that  he  had  acquired  from  the  Greeks  fettled  in  Scythia, 
and  the  nomades  of  the  defert,  who  came  down  to  trade  with  them* 
a moft  accurate  account  of  the  Hyperborean  climate ; which  pet- 
's8 We  muft  not  be  fo  fevere  on  Herodotus,  and  tlie  Greeks  in  general,  for  their  wild  opinions 
of  the  cold  of  the  Hyperborean  country,  when  we  find  a Roman  300  years  afterwards,  the  famous 
Ovid,  painting  his  fituation  on  the  coaft  of  the  Euxine  (far  to  the  Southward  even  of  the  pofition 
that  I have  given  it)  as  the  molt  dilrnal  poffible,  from  the  uncommon  leverity  of  the  climate  ; al- 
though we  inhabitants  of  Peterfburg  fly  to  it  for  health,  as  the  Italy  of  Ruilia,  and  with  diffi- 
culty fupport  the  heat : fo  that  all  our  ideas  arc  comparative,  it  would  appear,  as  well  as  our 
feelings. 
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fe£tly  agrees  with  the  refult  of  my  inquiry,  and  points  out  their 
geographical  pofition  to  have  been  in  the  antient  dominions  of  Ruflia, 
probably  about  the  latitude  of  Baturin Iw,  the  antient  refidence  of 
the  Hetman  of  the  Coflaks  ; as  they  would  there  border  on  the 
lands  of  the  Iffedonians,  as  Herodotus  and  the  Delians  tell  us 
they  did.  What  makes  this  conje£ture  fomething  probable  is,  that 
the  river  Defna,  on  which  Baturin  (lands,  and  which  waters  the 
country  where  I fuppofe  the  Hyperboreans  may  have  dwelt,  is  a 
branch  of  the  Boryfthenes  ; fo  that  in  cafe  this  people,  worfhipping 
the  gods  of  the  Greeks,  were  of  Grecian  origin,  it  is  eafy  to  believe, 
that  in  the  500  years  that  Greek  colonies  had  been  fettled  on  the 
banks  of  the  Dnieper,  before  Herodotus,  a detachment  of  them 
might  have  gradually  mounted  up  to  the  Ukraine  in  purfuing  the 
courfe  of  the  river,  whofe  banks  all  the  way  would  invite  them  to 
proceed,  when  regularly  examined  as  they  went  on,  whatever 
prejudices  might  have  been  entertained  againft  the  cold  and  (lerility 
of  the  upper  regions,  by  their  countrymen  down  at  Olbio,  and 
which  were  mod  probably  kept  alive  by  the  cunning  Scythians,  to 
prevent  their  going  up  to  trade  diredlly  with  the  nations  fettled  in 
the  fertile  lands  of  Little100  Ruflia,  without  their  intermediate  aid  ; 

109  It  may  be  remarked  with  feme  ^egree  of  truth,  that  the  defeription  of  Herodotus  is  more 
applicable  at  prefent  to  the  part  of  Ruflia  on  the  Gulph  of  Finland,  than  to  the  South  of  Ruflia  ; 
but  when  we  confider  how  much  the  climate  of  a country  is  improved  in  a very  few  generations, 
by  being  cleared  and  cultivated,  we  have  reafon  to  think  that  his  account  was  applicable  2000  years 
ago  to  the  Ukraine;  and,  to  judge  of  the  truth  of  my  remark  on  the  amelioration  of  the  Ruflian 
climate,  let  any  one  read  the  accounts  that  we  have  from  the  Romans  of  the  climate  of  Germany 
even  in  their  time,  and  compare  them  with  the  fame  country  at  prefent,  finee  the  lands  have  been 
cultivated,  the  woods  cleared,  and  the  marfhes  drained.  The  reverfe  of  this  cafe  is  the  prefent 
Rate  of  Egypt,  Sardinia,  and  feveral  other  countries,  become  infectious  and  deadly  from  neglett, 
although  formerly  the  granaries  of  the  world,  and  the  pleafant  and  healthy  abode  of  man,  whilft 
the  feat  of  induftry  and  agriculture. 

400  It  is  a curious  fa6t,  although  I do  not  fuppofe  it  to  have  any  reference  to  the  remote  period 
treated  of  in  this  inquiry,  that  there  has  exifted  for  ages  a fmall  Greek  colony  in  the  antient  city 
• of  Niejin,  a little  to  the  South  Weft  of  Baturin,  which  carried  on  a flourifhing  commerce  by  the 
Euxine  Sea,  till  the  eftahlifhment  of  the  new  Cherfon  near  the  mouth  of  the  Dnieper  made  their 
trade  languilh  of  late  years. 
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for  the  fhepherds  of  Scythia,  like  the  fhepherds  of  Arabia,  feem  to 
have  been  the  carriers  acrofs  their  deferts  in  antient  times,  before 
the  navigation  of  the  Boryfthenes  was  put  in  train. 

Who  the  Hyperboreans  were,  feems  now  the  only  remaining  part 
of  this  fubjeft  incumbent  on  me  to  inquire  into ; and  my  fentiments 
are  fo  very  much  the  fame  with  thofe  of  Mr.  Larcher,  the  learned 
tranflator  and  commentator  of  Herodotus,  as  expreffed  in  his  55th 
Note  on  the  IVth  Book  of  that  Author,  that  I lhall  tranfcribe  his 
opinion  as  my  own. 

He  fays,  “ the  Hyperboreans  muft  have  been  of  Grecian  origin , if 
“ we  are  to  judge  from  their  worlhipping  the  Delian  Apollo,  from 
“ their  rites  01,  and  from  the  traces  of  their  language  vifible  in  the 
“ names  of  their  Theoroi*°\  or  holy  ambalfadors,  who  occafionally 

“ came 

201  What  Mr.  Larcher,  probably,  means  by  their  rites  (for  I have  nowhere  found  any  mention 
of  them)  is,  their  manner  of  fending  their  offerings  to  Delos,  wrapt  up  in  wheat-Jhavo,  an 
antient  Grecian  ceremony,  fo  well  known,  that  thofe  who  carried  offerings  thus  arranged  were 
called  Amallophori  and  Oulophori,  with  the  only  difference,  that  it  was  barley,  the  ohfeR  grain 
of  their  country,  inflead  of  wheat-ftraw,  in  which  they  were  enveloped,  as  the  Greek  word 
indicates.  The  Greeks  poured  barley  in  grain,  and  the  Romans  in  fiour , to»,  on  the  heads 
of  the  viftims  to  be  facrificed. 

2 2 The  names  of  the  Hyperborean  ambalfadors,  or  Theoroi,  in  which  Mr.  Larcher  traces  the 
Greek  language,  are,  Oupis,  or  Opis,  Loxo,  Hecaergg*  Hyperoche,  Laodice,  A rge,  Abaris, 
Achoeia,  &c.  who  arrived  at  different  times  at  Delos.  Herodotus  mentions  the  tombs  of  two 
of  them,  viz.  of  Opis  and  Arge,  Hyperborean  virgins,  which  Rood  in  his  time  to  the  EaR 
behind  the  temple  of  Diana,  near  the  hall  where  the  Ceians  kept  their  feflivals.  To  them  like- 
wife  the  women  of  Delos  fung  hymns ; but  they  feem  to  have  come,  according  to  Herodotus, 
with  offerings,  not  to  Apollo  or  Diana,  but  to  Ilythia  (Juno),  in  favour  of  the  Hyperborean 
women,  to  procure  them  eafy  parturition ; fo  that  here  is  another  of  the  deities  of  the  Greeks 
worfiiipped  by  the  Hyperboreans;  an  additional  proof  of  Grecian  extraction. 

I muR  here  take  notice  of  an  opinion  on  the  origin  of  the  Hyperboreans,  to  which  a reverential 
attention  muR  be  paid,  as  coming  from  that  great  Oriental  fclv  lar  the  late  learned'judge  of 
Bengal,  and  prefidcnt  of  the  Afiatic  fociety,  Sir  William  Jones,  whofe  profound  refearchcs  make 
an  epoch  in  the  hiflory  of  India  and  of  human  acquirements  in  languages. 

In  his  eighth  Anniverfary  Difcourle  he  thinks,  that  as  to  the  Hyperboreans,  from  all  that  can 
be  learned  of  their  antient  religion  and  manners,  they  feem  not  to  have  been  of  the  Tartar,  but 
Gothic  race ; that  is,  of  the  Hindu  : for  he  does  not  hefitate  to  affume,  that  the  Goths  and  Hindus 
had  originally  the  fame  language,  gave  the  fame  appellations  to  the  Rars  and  planets,  and  had  the 
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<c  came  to  Delos  with  their  offerings,  although  in  general  they 
,‘£  were  lent  alone.’* 

Thus  have  I endeavoured  to  fhow,  and  I hope  not  without  fome 
degree  of  fuccefs,  not  only  that  Grecian  colonies  were  eftablifhed  as 
early  as  the  time  of  Herodotus  on  the  banks  of  the  Dniefter, 
Dnieper,  &c.  where  I proved,  in  my  former  work,  that  the 
anceftors  of  the  Ruffians  roved  in  their  paftoral  (late  ; but  that  a 
people  profeffing  the  pagan  religion  of  the  Greeks  dwelt  at  that 
period  in  the  antient  dominions  of  the  great  dukes  of  Ruffia,  before 
they  became  m afters  of  Mofcow  ; fo  that  there  is  little  difficulty 
in  finding  where  the  Ruffians  acquired  the  great  number  of  ftriking 
analogies  with  the  rrfanners  of  the  antient  Greeks,  pointed  out  in 
my  “Ruffian  Antiquities.” 


fame  religious  rites  and  opinions ; now,  as  he  has  himfelf  proved  that  the  Greeks  took  their  pagan 
deities  with  their  fables,  &cc.  See.  diredliy  or  indirectly  from  India,  where  all  are  hill  found  in  the 
Sanfcrit  books  and  India  temples,  his  opinion  does  not  militate  againfl  my  inquiry.  On  the  con- 
trary, if  the  following  chain  of  reafoning  be  admitted,  the  Hyperboreans  will  appear  to  have 
been  Sclavonians,  or  Ruffians.  In  an  inquiry  into  the  origin  of  the  Sclavonians  by  the  learned 
J.  Chrift.  Gatterer,  in  the  Commentaries  of  the  Royal  Society  of  Gottingen  for  1791  and  1792, 
Vol.  XI.  it  is  proved,  that,  after  the  reign  of  Caracalla,  the  names  of  Goths  and  Getce  are  uled 
indifcriminately  (probably  from  the  Roman  authors  becoming  better  acquainted  with  that  people 
formerly  fuppofed  ttvo  different  nations)  ; and,  as  the  refill t of  his  inquiry  fliows,  that  the  names 
of  Get<e  and  Decians  were  melted  into  Anted  and  Sclavi  after  the  reign  of  Aurelian,  the  Giths  and 
Sclav i feem  to  have  been  a kindred  people,  if  not  one  and  the  fame;  and,  indeed,  there  feems  to 
be  no  pollibility  of  tracing  the  barbarous  hordes  of  Europe  to  their  parent  flock,  by  the  mod 
laborious  relcarch,  or  even  the  real  name  by  which  they  patted  among  themfelves;  for  thofe  given 
them  by  the  Greeks  and  Romans  wrere  often  very  different,  as  I have  found  in  the  inquiries 
neceflary  to  this  Work,  and  occafionally  pointed  out ; nay,  even  in  our  own  days,  we  find  feveral 
hordes  of  Tartars  difavowing  the  names  given  them  by  their  neareft  neighbours,  the  Chinefe  and 
Ruffians,  and  of  courfe  adopted  by  all  Europe.  We  (hall  foon,  I imagine,  call  them  by  their 
proper  names  on  a more  intimate  knowledge  of  our  neighbours  in  confequetice  of  their  ferving  as 
irregu'ars  in  the  Ruffian  armies,  as  the  Getae,  Dacii,  Gcthi,  See.  did  in  the  Roman  about  the 
period  when  we  find  their  names  changed  by  their  employers,  poffibly  on  better  acquaintance : 
the  Hyperboreans,  Goths,  and  Sclavi,  may,  then,  have  been  the  fame  people. 
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Inquiry  into  the  Species  of  Connexion  that  subsisted  between 
the  Colonies  and  the  Mother  Country  in  antient  Times. 


The  other  fubje£i  into  which  I could  with  to  inquire  is,  the 
nature  of  the  connexion  between  the  Euxine  Greek  colonies  and 
the  mother  country  ; as  that  fpecies  of  refearch  has  become  highly 
interefting  to  Europe,  fince  the  impolitic  difpute  between  Great 
Britain  and  America  on  this  fubje£t ; which,  artfully  fomented  by  the 
natural  enemies  of  the  mother  country,  produced  a feparation,  pro- 
bably half  a century  fooner  than  the  child  (to  fpeak  figuratively) 
would  naturally  have  become  independent  of  the  parent,  by  the 
requifite  degree  of  riches  and  power  to  a<5t  for  itfelf  without  either 
prote6lion  or  aid,  the  only  ties  that  can  clofely  unite  nations  at 
fuch  a diftance  ; for  filial  and  parental  affection  are  figurative  terms, 
that  mean  nothing  when  applied  to  great  bodies  of  men.  For- 
tunately, however,  a new  bond  of  union,  which  promii'es  to  be 
more  permanent  than  the  old,  has  united  them  a fecond  time  ; viz. 
mutual  interefl  and  commercial  advantages. 

I am  forry  to  find  fo  few  materials  for  my  propofed  inquiry ; as 
commerce  in  antient  times,  although  it  muft  have  been  tolerably 
well  underftood  by  the  Egyptians,  Phoenicians,  Athenians,  and 
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Carthaginians,  as  well  as  the  Milefians,  whom  we  find  fettling 
mercantile  colonies  all  round  the  fhores  of  the  Euxine  ; yet  it  does 
not  feem  to  have  there  been  a fubject  thought  worthy  the  pen  of  the 
hidorian  ; and  no  profefiional  writers  on  commerce  had  then 
appeared,  or  at  lead  whofe  works  have  come  down  to  us  ; nor 
could  we,  indeed,  expect  any  thing  very  fatisfaffory  on  a fubjeff 
which  has  only  fo  very  lately  been  treated  philofophically,  although 
the  Moderns  had  carried  commerce,  for  feveral  ages,  to  an  extent 
unknown  to  the  Antients ; Venice,  Genoa,  Antwerp,  the  Hanfeatic 
cities,  Holland,  France,  and  England,  (though  lad,  not  lead  in 
the  maritime  lid,)  having  all  left  antiquity  at  a didance,  in  the 
extenfive  range  and  magnitude  of  their  trade,  though  certain 
changes  in  the  nature  and  current  of  commerce  have  made  it  flow 
in  a full  dream  to  the  lad  three  countries,  efpecially  England  and 
Holland,  for  more  than  a century  ; while  its  antient  channels  are 
partly  dried  up. 

As  to  information  of  the  nature  here  required,  applying  directly 
and  exclufively  to  the  Euxine  colonies,  I acknowledge  that  none 
has  prefented  itfelf  in  my  reading  ; any  thing,  therefore,  that  I can 
fay  on  the  fubject  mud  be  merely  occafional  hints  thrown  out  by 
antient  authors  in  tre-iting  of  other  fubjefts,  and  applicable  to 
colonies  in  general. 

As  I find  a few  intereding  faffs  on  the  fubjeff  already  collefted  by 
two  celebrated  writer",  whofe  reputation  for  careful  and  accurate 
citation  of  the  authors  that  they  confulted,  is  high  in  public  edi- 
mation,  I (hall  content  myfelf  with  quoting  what  they  have  brought 
toe. ether  on  antient  colonization,  and  refer  the  reader  to  the  autho- 

O 

rities  given  in  their  own  notes  for  every  lme  that  they  advance. 

We  find,  then,  in  the  learned  Abbe  Barthelemy’s  agreeable  Work, 

The  Young  Anacharfis,”  (Vol.II.  page  42), 

That  the  connection  between  the  Greek  colonies  and  the  mother 
country  was  of  the  tendered  kind,  like  that  of  parent  and  child  ; and 
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that  they  even  ufed  thofc  endearing  expreffbns  to  one  another  in 
all  their  intercourfe. 

That  the  colonies  preferved  the  laws,  cuftoms,  and  religion  of  the 
mother  country  ; fent  every  year  their  firfl:  fruits  to  its  temples,  and 
gave  its  citizens  the  firfl  places  in  their  affemblies  and  fports.  Nay, 
we  are  further  told,  that  they  often  received  their  commanders  and 
priefts  from  the  parent  date,  and  were ‘ever  ready  to  fly  to  its  aflllt- 
ance.  So  that  it  would  feem  as  if  the  Greek  colonies  had  remained, 
either  voluntarily  or  by  convention,  under  both  the  civil  and  facer- 
dotal  power  of  the  mother  country.  Thus  far  the  learned  Abbe 
Barthelemy. 

I fhall  now  fee  what  our  own  celebrated  countryman,  Adam  Smith, 
has  collected  on  the  fame  fubject  in  his  valuable  Work  “ On  the 
Nature  and  Caufes  of  the  Wealth  of  Nations.” 

Smith  feems  to  be  of  a different  opinion  from  the  learned  Abbe, 
though  he  does  not  give  his  authorities.  He  aferibes  the  rapid 
rife  of  the  Greek  colonies  to  two  caufes  ; the  one,  their  being  efta- 
blifhed  in  barbarous  countries,  among  people  ignorant  of  arts  and 
agriculture;  by  which  they  obtained  as  much  land  to  cultivate  as 
they  chole  ; the  other,  becaufe  the  mother  country  permitted 
them  to  make  what  colonial  arrangements  they  plcafed,  without 
interfering. 

Now  this  fecond  caufe  of  profperity  diredtly  contradicts  the 
fadts  colledted  on  the  fubjedt.  by  Barthelemy  from  unfufpedted 
fources  ; while  the  firfl:  feems  fuflicicnt  to  account  for  their  prof- 
perity ; more  efpecially  when  we  take  into  confideration  the 
great  inferiority  of  the  Roman  colonies,  from  being  founded  con- 
flantly  in  their  conquered  provinces,  already  filled  with  powerful 
rivals  in  the  arts  of  civiV  life,  nay,  even  where  they  fometimes 
were  only  fcholars  ; while  the  portion  of  land  allotted  them  for 
cultivation  was  comparatively  fmall.  The  natural  confer  lence 
of  this  was,  that  while  the  Grecian  colonial  cities  of  Syracm  and 
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Agrigentum  in  Sicily,  Tarentum  and  Locreum  in  Italy,  Ephefus 
and  Miletus  in  Afia  Minor,  furpaffed  in  fize  and  riches  any  of  the 
cities  in  antient  Greece,  and  boafted  the  firft  fchools  of  Phi- 
lofophy  (thofe  of  Thales  and  Pythagoras) ; the  Roman  colonies 
never  made  any  great  figure,  although  fome  of  them,  like  Flo- 
rence, rofe  to  eminence  in  time ; but  it  was  after  the  fall  of  the 
mother  country. 

This  inquiry  has  proved  as  meagre  and  brief  as  I expected  ; but, 
fuch  as  it  is,  I muft  leave  it  for  want  of  farther  materials  to  write 
upon,  and  beg  the  Reader  to  accept  the  will  for  the  deed* 
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APPENDIX, 

No.  I. 


ON  TAURIC  MEDALS. 

Although  the  very  intelligent  Author  of  this  Tour  regrets  her  not  having 
been  able,  during  her  rapid  courfe  along  the  Euxine  coaft,  to  collect  fo  many 
Medals  as  fhe  could  have  wifhed,  fhe  certainly  amaffed  many  more  than  could 
have  been  expedted  from  a lady,  though  a large  proportion  of  them  are  Roman, 
not  flruck  in  the  Taurida,  the  fpecies  of  coin  generally  found  at  a certain  dif- 
tance  from  the  furface ; for  it  is  onlyfince  the  Ruffian  pioneers  have  been  dig- 
ging deep  to  lay  the  foundations  of  the  new  forts  and  other  buildings,  that 
Greek  coins,  and  other  antiquities  of  the  Grecian  colonies,  have  been  obtained  ; 
owing,  probably,  to  the  earth  being  coniiderably  raifed  in  the  number  of  ages 
fince  they  flouriffied  on  the  Euxine  ffiores ; but  of  which  we  have  now  many 
curious  proofs,  independent  of  the  interefting  information  drawn  from  claffic 
authors. 

I intended  to  have  defcribed  all  the  Greek  medals  added  to  my  colledlion  by 
the  kind  Traveller,  and  thofe  in  the  cabinets  of  my  friends  here  who  have  made 
them  an  objedt  of  refearch  as  well  as  myfelf ; but,  on  a more  clofe  infpedfion, 
I found  that,  with  a few  exceptions  which  I ffiall  afterwards  notice,  all  of  them, 
and  many  more  than  we  poffefs  in  Ruffia,  are  difperfed  in  the  different  cabinets 
of  Europe,  and  well  defcribed  by  thofe  indefatigable  and  ikilful  antiquaries, 
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Mr.  Pellerin  of  Paris,  and  Father  Cary;  fo  that  I have  contented  myfelf  with 
giving  Sketches  of  them  from  their  works,  to  illuftrate  and  authenticate  fails 
advanced  in  this  Tour;  and  I beg  to  fay  a few  words  in  juftification  of  this 
unufual  application  of  antient  coins. 

To  me,  it  appears  high  time  to  begin  -employing  antient  medals  (hitherto 
fhut  up  in  coftly  numifmatic  works,  principally  bought  up  by  antiquaries) 
to  public  ufe;  and  furely  one  very  effeilual  way  of  doing  fo  is,  by  producing 
the  coin  of  a prince  or  city  as  evidence  of  any  doubtful  fail  while  relating  it ; 
more  efpecially  as  many  thoufand  readers  of  travels  are  not  in  poftefiion  of  luck 
books  as  treat  of  them;  and,  as  to  the  expence  of  engraving,  furely  that  can 
be  no  objection  in  an  age  when  every  publication  is  filled  with  coftly  prints, 
that  raife  the  price  much  higher  than  fketch.es  of  medals  can  pofftbly  do.  But 
if  ever  the  evidence  of  antient  coins  be  neceftary,  it  is  moft  eftentially  fo  in 
this  Tour ; as  the  Greek  colonies  on  the  Euxine  have  been  fo  little  mentioned 
by  the  learned  for  fome  ages  ft  nee  they  were  in  pofteftion  of  the  Turks,  that 
many  people  well  acquainted  with  the  hiftory  of  their  mother  country,  fo  ably 
treated  by  Gillies,  Mitford,  the  Abbe  Barthelemy,  See.  of  late  years,  have 
fcarcely  heard  of  them  ; and,  as  to  the  public  at  large,  I am  convinced  that 
fketches  of  their  coins  will  alone  convince  them  even  of  the  very  exillence  of 
many  antient  cities  mentioned  here  as  now  fallen  to  decay,  and  prevent  the  fair 
author  from  being  fufpe&ed  of  relating  Greek  fables  which  never  exifted  but  in 
the  works  of  Herodotus  ~oi  and  other  poetic  travellers.  The  fame  may  be  faid 
of  the  Bofnhoric  hiftory ; fo  very  imperfedl,  from  the  lofs  of  the  great  work  of 
Trojus  Pompeius,  where  alone  a proper  account  of  it  was  to  be  found,  that  if 
it  were  not  for  the  interelling  feries  of  the  coins  of  its  kings  in  the  cabinets  of 
Europe,  given  in  this  Tour,  we  fhould  know  fcarcely  anything  about  it;  for 
little  information  is  to  be  gained  from  the  Greek  inferiptions  (likewife  collected 
here),  as  they  are  all  fo  mutilated  as  to  be,  I am  afraid,  unintelligible. 

On  the  autonomatic  coins  of  the  Scythio-Grecian  cities  we  generally  find 
either  Pan  or  Diana , very  proper  deities  for  a nation  of  fhepherds  and  hunters ; 
but  the  firft  is  by  far  the  moft  common,  as  might  be  expedled  ; for  the  Scy- 
thians in  general  were  in  the  paftoral  ftate,  their  open  plains  ftieltering  but 


2rj  I am  only  here  alluding  to  the  fafliionable  manner  of  talking  of  the  father  of  hiftory  ; but 
by  no  means  join  in  the  unjuft  accufation  of  a writer  whom  I have  found  fo  well  informed  as  to 
the  countries  of  which  I am  treating. 
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little  game.  Nay,  this  attachment  to  the  gods  of  fhepherds  and  hunters,  is 
farther  confirmed  by  the  difcovery  of  the  antient  tombs  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Tyras,  or  Dnieder  ; for  the  only  two  Penates  2°f  found  in  them  are,  a bud  of 
Diana,  and  a mod  curious  dgure  of  Pan  in  my  poffeffion  ; unique,  I believe, 
of  its  kind,  for  the  three  nymphs  climbing  up  his  body,  and  a fourth  offering 
a ram’s  head  at  his  feet,  all  connected  in  the  fame  group. 

On  the  medals  of  the  Olbio,  or  Olbiopolis  of  Herodotus,  befides  Pan  on  the 
obverfe.  the  Scythian  bow  and  quiver  is  united  on  the  reverfe,  with  the  maze* n 
battle-axe ; a happy  allufion  to  the  fabulous  hidory  of  the  Scythians,  as  related 
by  Herodotus*0?  ar  ’ he  other  Greek  writers ; for,  although  thefe  warlike  ladies 
came  to  ; • fie  n -n~er,  yet  they  feem  to  have  employed  the 

natural  ex  with  mo;  , tuccefs  than  that  on  the  coin  ; and  finifhed 

their  campaign  1 , un  - r ; marriage  with  their  courageous  adverfaries : from 
which  union,  we  are  mid , were  defeended  the  Scythian  nation  in  the  time  of 
the  Greeks. 

T he  Deferts,  or  Stepts,  are  dudded  with  rude  datues  of  great  antiquity,  the 
origin  and  hidory  of  which  are  perfectly  unknown  to  the  Tartars,  their  pro- 
bable defeendants  ; although  they  exadtly  reprefent  the  figure,  features,  and 
even  drefs,  of  one  of  the  greated  Tartar  nations,  the  Monguls,  the  conquerors 
of  China,  India,  Ruflia,  &c.  in  different  ages.  As  this  fpecies  of  Scythian 
antiques,  however,  are  foreign  to  the  fubjecl  of  medals  which  occupies  us  at 
prefent,  we  mud  refer  to  a fubfequent  part  of  this  Volume,  where  the  fubjedl 
is  treated  at  length 106. 

The  remarks  hitherto  made,  chiefly  apply  to  the  countries  lately  ceded  to 
Ruflia  ; but,  as  the  whole  circumference  of  the  Euxine  is  mentioned  in  treating 
of  its  antient  commerce,  I fhall  likewife  make  a few  obfervations  on  the  medals 
of  the  great  trading  cities  which  were  intimately  connected  with  thofe  on  the 
North  fhore  (the  proper  limits  of  this  Tour)  by  commercial  intercourfe. 


.2C4  I employ  the  term  Penates  only  to  give  Antiquaries,  by  a well-known  name,  a better  idea 
of  the  curious  antique  in  my  pofl'effion ; for  I am  well  aware  that  the  Greeks  had  no  Dii  Penates, 
which  the  Romans  only  received  from  Troy  with  fEneas;  but  hill,  if  we  could  believe  Varro, 
that  the  Trojans  got  them  from  Samothrace  with  Dardanus,  in  that  cafe,  the  mother  illand,  not 
far  from  the  entrance  to  the  Hellefpont,  was  much  nearer  at  hand,  to  fend  a colony  to  the  mouth 
of  the  Dniefter,  than  either  Greece  or  its  colonies  in  Aha  Minor. 

2°s  in  his  IV th  Book,  Melpomene. 

**  See  Appendix,  No.  III. 
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The  autonomatic  coins  of  the  free  commercial  Greek  cities  on  the  Ead, 
South,  and  Wed  coads  of  the  Euxine  feem  to  me  to  announce  either  their 
fabulous  founders,  or  the  origin  of  their  opulence  ; fuch  as  the  conic  cap  and 
dar  of  the  Diofcurius  on  the  coins  of  Sebadapolis,  Sinope,  Panticapeum,  &c. 
and  the  club  and  lion-fkin  of  Hercules  on  thofe  of  Callatia,  Heraclea,  &c. 
the  fuppofed  founders  of  thefe  cities;  while  we  fee  a fifh  on  the  coins  of  feveral 
cities  which  owed  the  commencement  of  their  riches  to  a lucrative  fifhery  ; nay, 
I even  think  that  the  particular  fpecies  commonly  caught  by  them  was  attempted 
on  their  money,  fuch  as  the  famous  Ruffian  Belingo"07  (fo  well  defcribed  by 
Herodotus)  on  the  coin  of  Olbio,  which  they  caught  in  the  Borydhenes. 

The  Antacoeus  703  of  Strabo  on  thofe  of  Panticapeum,  caught  in  the  Palus 
Maeotis;  and  the  dolphin  on  the  coins  of  Idriopolis,  & c.  caught  in  the 
Euxine. 

But  the  mod  driking  mark  of  refpeCt  paid  to  a fifhery,  as  a fource  of  wealth, 
is  feen  on  the  coins  of  antient  Byzantium,  which  owed  the  origin  of  its  commer- 
cial and  maritime  confequence  to  a fifhery  of  the  Pelamides ; we  there  find  a 
fifh-hook  in  the  center  of  a laurel  crown,  which  I prefume  mud  indicate  that 
fuch  a reward  was  bedowed  on  thofe  who  didinguifhed  themfelves  the  mod  in 
what  rendered  the  city  rich  and  powerful,  by  forming  a body  of  mariners,  as 
well  as  by  fumifhing  a lucrative  branch  of  commerce  ; for  the  falt-fifh  of  By- 
zantium was  known  all  over  Greece  ; and  I think  it  very  poffiblc,  that  thofe 
crowns  may  have  been  given  in  the  Plippodromus109  during  the  annual  games 
celebrated  there. 

Notwithdanding  the  great  fuperiority  of  modern  commerce,  that  of  antient 
times  mud  have  been  very  conliderable,  when  we  refleCl  on  the  great  riches  of 
fome  of  the  kings  and  free  cities  of  Alia  Minor,  who  poffeded  no  gold  mines, 
and,  of  courfe,  mud  have  owed  their  vad  wealth  to'  agriculture  and  trade, 
which  are  fynonymous  terms ; for  the  furplus  of  the  productions  of  the  earth 
mud  be  bartered  for  money  or  goods,  if  the  Prince  of  the  country  be  rich. 
The  wealth  of  Croefus  is  proverbial  ; but  Gyges  mud  have  been  equally  fo,  if  we 
may  judge  by  the  codly  prefents  that  he  fent  to  Delphos,  mentioned  in  the  8th 
chapter  of  the  firdbook  of  Herodotus,  a native  of  Ada  Minor.  Nay,  Pythius, 

!0?  The  Accipenfer  Huffo  of  Linnaeus. 

208  Another  fpecies  of  Accipenfer,  or  Sturgeon. 

309  A curious  account  of  the  Games  in  the  Hippodromus  of  Conftantinople,  in  the  reign  of  Leo, 
will  be  found  in  my  Englifh  tranllation  of  the  Emprefs  Catharine’s  Ruflian  Opet^  of  Oleg. 
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only  a citizen  of  the  free'  city  of  Celoene,  in  Phrygia,  entertained  the  vafl  army 
of  Xerxes,  on  his  march  to  Greece,  and  offered  to  pay  the  whole  expence  of 
the  expedition.  The  memorable  difpute  among  the  eleven  cities,  as  to  which 
fhould  raife  a temple  to  Tiberius,  gives  us  a high  idea  of  the  riches  of  Afia 
Minor,  when  we  fee  the  magnificent  ruins  of  Laodicea,  one  of  the  four  which 
were  refufed  that  permiffion  on  account  of  inferiority  of  wealth.  As  to  the 
great  riches  of  Mithridates,  they  certainly  were  acquired  principally  by  com- 
merce. 

There  has  been  given,  in  Letter  LT.  a coin  of  that  great  prince,  which  merits 
notice  ; as  the  grazing  flag,  &c.  on  the  reverfe,  feems  to  have  puzzled  Anti- 
quaries. I have  little  doubt  but  that  it  was  flruck  in  the  antient  city  of 
Cherfon  while  he  was  mailer  of  the  Taurida ; and  that  the  reverfe  alludes  to  his 
being  then  in  poffeffion  of  the  temple  of  the  Tauric  Diana  clofe  to  Cherfon, 
which  he  may  have  repaired  or  beautified,  and  recorded  his  piety  on  his 
money. 

Every  one  knows  the  claffic  fable,  that  when  Ulyffes  and  Diomede  had 
brought  Iphigenia,  to  facrifice  her  at  Aulis  for  a fair  wind,  Diana  fubflituted 
a hind  for  the  unhappy  daughter  of  Agamemnon,  and  carried  her  off  to  be  her 
prieftefs  in  the  Tauric  temple.  Now,  that  the  Tauric  goddefs,  or  her  prieftefs, 
is  alluded  to  on  this  medal,  I think,  is  evident,  not  only  by  the  crefcent  and 
flar  of  Diana  before  the  flag,  but  by  the  firfl  letter  of  her  name  behind  it ; 
for,  as  to  the  Ephefian  Diana,  fuppofing  even  that  Mithridates  had  an  equal 
right  to  place  her  attributes  on  his  coins,  (which  I deny)  fhe  is  generally 
reprefented  with  two  flags,  a bafket  of  fruit,  and  a number  of  Mammas ; and 
was  a very  different  perfonage,  or  deity,  from  the  bloody  Tauric  Diana,  the 
Hecate  of  the  Antients,  delighting  in  human  facrifices,  and  adorned  in  the  Indian 
temples  with  a collar  of  golden  fkulls. 

But  what  has,  I prefume,  led  Antiquaries  into  error  with  regard  to  this 
medal  is,  the  circumflance  of  no  other  kings  of  Bofphorus  than  Mithridates 
pretending  to  place  Diana  on  their  coins ; and  no  one  had  a right,  except  that 
old  hero,  who  alone  conquered  the  little  peninfula  of  Cherfonefus  Heraclea, 
where  the  city  of  Cherfon  and  the  temple  of  Diana  flood,  in  the  Weftern  angle 
or  corner  of  the  Taurida  (fee  my  Map),  from  its  tyrant  Silurus  and  his  fifty 
fons,  in  fpite  of  its  flrong  fortifications,  till  then  impregnable  ; whereas  the 
other  Bofphoric  kings  were  fo  far  from  poffeffing  Cherfon,  that  they  had  ever 
after  enough  to  do  to  defend  themfelves  againfl  the  powerful  republic,  made  fo 
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by  the  Romans,  his  immediate  fucceffors  (as  lords  paramount  of  the  Taurida)  ; 
and  till  the  reign  of  Conftantine  always  fupported  by  them  againft  the' 
antient  kingdom,  according  to  their  ufual  politics,  as  faid  in  another  article.  The 
defcription  of  the  medal  is  as  follows  : 

Large  Brass. — Obverfe:  The  head  of  Mithridates,  in  a good  ftile,  encircled 
with  the  royal  diadem,  or  fillet. 

Reverfe  : A flag  grazing  in  the  center  of  the  field  ; before  it,  a crefcent  and 
ftar;  behind  it,  A. 

Legend:  BA2IAE.QS  MI0PIAATOT  ETITATOPfll ; which  means  the  Illujlrlous 
King  Mithridates  ; Eupator,  or  Iliuflrious,  being  his  conftant  cognomen,  which 
his  General  Diophantus  gave  to  a city  that  he  repaired,  or  re-built,  in  the 
Taurida  foon  after  its  conqueft,  the  Koflof  of  the  Crim  Tartars,  lately  reflored 
to  its  antient  name  of  Eupator  by  Catharine  the  Second. 

Here  follow  the  few  Scythio-Grecian  Medals  which  feem  never  to  have  been 
publifhed. 

Middle  Brass. — Obverfe:  A head  of  Pan. 

Reverfe  : A Victory,  holding  a bent  bow  in  one  hand. 

Legend:  In  place  of  one,  the  Greek  Monogram  of  Panticapeum. 

Middle  Brass. — Obverfe  : A female  head. 

Reverfe:  The  Scythian  quiver,  or  parazonium,  containing  a bow  as  well  as 
arrows ; ftill  worn  by  fome  hordes  of  their  defeendants,  the  Tartars. 

Legend : The  Monogram  of  Phanagoria. 

Middle  Brass. — Obverfe : Ahead  of  Pan. 

Reverfe  : The  head  of  a bull. 

Legend:  TAT.- This  Medal  feems  to  belong  to  the  Taurida  ; but  in  what 

city  it  was  (truck  it  is  difficult  to  guefs. 

Small  Brass. — Obverfe:  A man  drawing  a bow,  much  effaced. 

Reverfe  : A horfe,  of  barbarous  workmanlhip. 

Legend:  XEP;  evidently  meaning  Cherfon. 

Gold. — Obverfe:  The  head  of  Sauromates,  the  third  king  of  Bofphorus, 
encircled  with  a diadem. 


Reverfe : 


AX5  PEND  XX.  34  9 

Rcvcrfe  : Head  of  the  Roman  Emperor  Commodus,  with  an  arrow  before  his 
bread: ; dated  AOT,  or  474  of  the  Bofphoric  asra. 

Legend:  BASIAEHS  TATPOMATOT. 

Small  Brass. — Obverfe:  A head  ornamented  with  a mural  crown. 

Rev  erf e : A man  Handing,  and  drawing  a bow. 

Legend:  OABIO. 

N.  B.  We  have  two  more  medals  of  Olbio,  exactly  the  fame  as  No.  9,  given 
in  Letter  XC.  except  that  one  of  them,  inilead  of  having  the  mark  AI,  has  ME, 
with  the  legend  contracted  thus:  OAB.;  and  the  other,  the  legend  in  full, 
OABIO,  with  the  mark  BOS  ; probably,  all  of  them  the  names  of  magiflrates,  or 
mint- mailers. 

With  regard  to  the  Roman  coins  collected  by  our  Traveller  I have  little  to 
fay,  as  they  were  not  Itruck  in  any  of  the  cities  on  the  Euxine  ; except  that  the 
greater  part  of  them  are  of  Trajan  and  Hadrian,  as  might  have  been  fufpeded  ; 
as  the  army  of  the  firft  of  thofe  Emperors  mull  have  left  a great  quantity  of 
money  during  his  conquefts,  independent  of  the  fums  circulated  by  the  colo- 
nies that  he  planted  in  Moldavia,  Wallachia  (the  antient  Dacia),  &c.  The 
fleet  fent  by  Hadrian  to  make  the  famous  furvey  of  the  Euxine  Sea,  fo  happily 
preferved  to  us  by  its  noble  and  learned  commander  Arrian,  mull  likewife  have 
fpent  a great  deal  of  money  in  thofe  countries. 
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N°  II. 


FRAGMENTS  OF 

BOSPHORIC  HISTORY, 


Illustrated  by  Medals  of  its  Kings  and  Cities,  in  the  different 
Cabinets  of  Europe:  all  struck  avithin  the  Antient  Kingdom, 

AND  MOST  of  THEM  IN  ITS  CAPITAL,  PANTICAPEUM  (NOW  KERCH). 


Since  the  Tour  was  finifhed,  the  Editor  has  been  enabled,  by  the  obliging 
attention  of  the  Imperial  Librarian,  to  give  a fketch  of  the  remaining  hiftory 
of  the  kingdom  of  Bofphorus,  fo  far  as  the  coins  of  its  kings,  and  the  im- 
perfect mutilated  accounts  of  its  remaining  records,  collected  by  Mr.  Cary, 
could  affift  him i10. 


Xllth  King.  — PH ARN ACES. 

(In  the  691ft  year  of  Rome , and  the  63d  before  Chrijl.) 

The  traitor  Pharnaces,  who  received  the  kingdom  of  Bofphorus  from  Pompey 
as  a reward  for  his  treafon  2,1  (with  the  exception  of  Phanagoria,  made  free  by 

•I0  The  kingdom  of  Bofphorus  exifted  in  its  regal  ftate  at  leaft  800  years ; for  it  had  its  Kingi 
as  early  as  the  third  year  of  Rome,  and  they  reigned  till  the  time  of  Conftantine  the  Great. 

W1  See  Letter  LII, 
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the  republicans,  to  encourage  other  cities  to  be  the  firft  in  rebellion  againft 
their  fovereigns),  has  left  us  one  of  his  coins,  given  in  the  margin,  and  which 
I iliall  defcribe  here. 

Obverfe : The  head  of  Pharnaces 
encircled  with  a diadem. 

Revcrfe : Apollo  fitting  and  holding 
a branch  of  a tree  in  his  right  hand ; 
while  his  left  is  leaning  on  his  lyre,  and 
a tripod  is  ftanding  before  him. 

Legend,  in  Greek  : BASIAEF1S  BAX[- 
AEftN  MEFAAOT  ^-iPNAROT. 

Date — ZM2,  or  247  of  the  Pontic  and  Bo^phoric  sera,  which  anfwers  to  691 
of  the  Roman,  and  to  the  year  63  before  Jefus  Chrift. 


XHIth  King.  — ASANDER. 

(In  tie  706/i)  of  Rome , and  48/5  before  Chrif.) 

The  next  fovereign  of  the  Bofphorus,  whofe  coins  have  come  down  to  us,  is 
Afander , whom  Pharnaces  left  to  command  in  the  Bofphorus,  while  be  himfelf 
took  charge  of  his  other  kingdom  of  Pontus,  likewife  given  to  the  parricide  by 
Pompey,  as  a reward  for  betraying  his  father,  after  the  old  hero  had  refitted  the 
Roman  plan  of  univerfal  ufurpation  for  30  or  40  years. 

The  cruelties  and  vexations  of  Pharnaces  having  brought  upon  his  guilty  head 
the  vengeance  of  Julius  Caefar,  he  fled  to  the  Bofphorus  after  his  defeat,  and 
there  met  with  the  punifhment  of  his  crimes  from  his  viceroy  Afander,  who 
revolted  againft  him,  and  put  him  to  death  ; and  we  have  two  coins  of  that 
prince,  one  while  he  was  only  Archontus,  or  governor,  of  Bofphorus  ; and 
another  ftruck  after  Auguftus  had  given  him  the  title  of  king.  The  defcription 
of  the  firft  is  as  follows : 

A Gold  Medal  in  the  cabinet  of  the  Eledtor  of 
Saxony. 

Obverfe  : The  head  of  Afander,  without  any 
ornament. 

Reverfe : A figure  of  Vidtory,  with  her  attributes,  handing  on  the  prow 
of  a galley. 

Legend , Greek  : APX0NT02  AXANAPOT  BOIIIOPOT  XH. 

The 
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The  fecond  is,  a Gold  Medal  in  the  cabinet  of  the  famous  colledlor  and 
numifmatic  writer,  Pellerin. 

. i 

Obverfe : The  head  of  Afander  encircled  with  a 

fca  M w\  . 
s.J  A diadem. 

Reverfe : A Victory  ftanding  on  the  prow  of  a 
galley. 

Legend , in. Greek:  BAZIAEHI  ASANAPOT  ; with  the  monogram  of  Pantica- 
peum,  which  fhows  that  it  was  ftruck  in  that  city. 

This  prince  was  one  of  the  greateft  warriors  of  his  time,  and  actually  ftarved 
himfelf  to  death  at  the  age  of  93,  on  Scribonius  being  fent  by  Auguftus  to  take 
the  command  of  the  Eofphorian  army,  in  the  740th  year  of  the  Roman  aera,  or 
14  years  before  Chrift. 


XIVth  King.  — SCRIBONIUS. 

( In  the  7 4.0th year  of  Rome,  and  14 th  before  Chrijl.) 

Scribonius,  who  feems  to  have  been  fent  to  command  the  Bofphoric  troops, 
on  Auguftus  fuppofing  the  aged  king  Afander  no  longer  capable  of  taking  the 
field  at  93,  endeavoured  to  make  the  people  believe  that  he  was  likewife 
appointed  to  the  Bofphoric  throne  by  the  Roman  Emperor,  and  actually 
mounted  it  for  a fhort  time,  ftrengthening  his  claim  by  marrying  the  heirefs  of 
the  feeptre,  Dynamis,  widow  of  Afander,  and  daughter  of  Pharnaces,  who  had 
•been  declared  regent  on  the  death  of 'her  proud  warlike  hufband.  Plis  ufurpa- 
tion,  however,  was  fo  quickly  difeovered  by  his  fubjedls,  and  punifhed  with 
death,  that  he  probably  never  had  time  to  ftrike  money;  at  leaft,  none  of  his 
coins  have  as  yet  been  found. 


XVthKiNG.  — POLEMON  the  First. 

(In  the  742!  year  of  Rome , and  the  nth  before  Chrijl.) 

So  foon  as  the  news  of  the  ufurpation  of  Scribonius  reached  Agrippa,  who 
then  commanded  the  Roman  army  in  Syria,  he  fent  againft  him  Polemon,  fon 
of  the  orator  Zeno,  whom  Marc  Antony  had  already  placed  on  the  throne  of 
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PontuS  and  the  Little  Armenia.  The  king  of  Pontus  found  the  ufurper 
Scribonius  already  killed  by  his  fubje&s  ; who,  however,  took  up  arms  to 
prevent  Polemon’s  feizing  the  vacant  fceptre  ; and  it  was  not  till  Agrippa  him- 
felf  diredled  the  Roman  force  againd  them,  that  they  permitted  him  to  place 
his  protege,  Polemon,  on  the  throne,  12  or  13  years  before  Chrid,  742  of  the 
Roman  aera  : a choice  afterwards  confirmed  by  Augudus,  and  firrengthened  by 
a marriage  with  the  real  heirefs,  Dynamis,  though  now  forty-nine  years  of  age, 
after  having  been  widow  to  the  two  lad  kings;  which  thews  how  much  the  Bofpho- 
rites  mud  have  been  attached  to  the  blood  of  the  great  Mitliridates,  her  grand- 
father, whofe  glorious  thirty  years  druggie  for  the  independence  of  his  country, 
with  histragical  death, feems  to  have  rendered  his  memory  ftill  dear  to  his  fubje^ls. 

After  the  death  of  this  princefs  without  children,  he  efpoufed  Pythodoris, 
daughter  of  a rich  Afiatic,  by  whom  he  had  two  fons,  Polemon  and  Zeno  ; 
with  a daughter,  who  was  married  to  a king  of  Thrace.  The  time  of  Polemon’s 
death  is  uncertain ; as  we  only  know  from  Strabo  that  he  fell  in  a battle  with 
feme  neighbouring  nation. 

We  have  but  three  medals  of  this  prince  ; and  one  of  them,  being  fixuck  in 
his  kingdom  of  Pontus,  before  he  mounted  the  throne  of  Bofphorus  (for  the 
head  of  Antony  is  on  the  reverfe,  who  died  before  this  laft  elevation),  it  does 
not  enter  into  my  plan  to  give  here.  Of  the  other  two,  Mr.  Cary  has  only 
engraved  the  following,  as  the  mod:  curious,  from  having  a Greek  infeription 
on  one  fide  and  a Latin  one  on  the  other : 

Brafs ; — fird  publifhed  in  the  work  of  Vaillant. 

Obverfe  : The  head  of  Polemon  I.  encircled  with 
a diadem. 

Legend,  Greek  : BASIAEnr  nDAEMHNOE. 

Reverfe  : The  head  of  Augudus  Ccefar,  without 
ornament. 

Legend,  Latin  : IMP.  CAESAR.  AVG. 

Befide  thefe  medals,  a curious  Greek  infeription  found  at  Cumes,  in  Eolia, 
fhows,  that  Polemon  was  high  pried  of  a temple  confecrated  in  that  city  to 
Rome  and  Augudus ; a fure  fign  that  he  had  been  much  refpedled  for  his 
virtues  before  he  was  elevated  to  the  rank  of  a king ; as  Cumes  is  even  in  a dif- 
ferent province  from  his  native  city  (Laodicea),  which  he  and  his  father  Zeno 
defended  fo  valiantly  in  the  year  of  Rome  714,  when  Labienus  ravaged  Afia; 
till  Pompey  hadened  from  Egypt  to  their  affidance,  and  defeated  him,  which 
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probably  laid  the  foundation  of  all  Polemon’s  greatnefs  l,t.  The  infeription  rs 
in  honour  of  one  Labeon,  a citizen  of  Cumes,  and  is  very  long;  but  the  part 
which  refers  to  Polemon  is  as  follows : 

MHNOZ  ^PATPin  AEKATAniONTOE  Em  IEPEHZ 
TAX  PX2MAZ  KAI  ATTOKPOZ  KAIZAPOZ  ©EOT 
Tin  ©En  XEBAlTn  APXIEPEI2Z  MEriSTn  KAI 
I1ATPOZ  TAZ  1IATPIAOZ  riOAEMONOZ  Tn 
ZHNnNOZ  AAOAIKEOZ  IIPTTANEnZ  AE 
AETKin  OTAKKin  AETKin  Tin  AIMIAIA 
AABEnNnZ  <MAOKYMAin  ETEPTETA 
ZTE^ANA^OPn  AE  ZTPATnNOZ  TO, 

HPAKAEAA. 

“ The  2 1 ft  of  the  month  Phratrien,  Polemon,  fon  of  Zeno,  of  Laodocea, 
<c  being  prieft  of  the  temple  dedicated  to  Rome  and  to  the  Emperor  Caefar, 
“ fon  of  Julia,  the  divine  Auguftus,  fovereign  Pontiff  and  father  of  his 
“ country  — Lucius  Vaccius  Labeon,  of  the  tribe  of  AZmilia,  fon  of  Lucius,. 
“ friend  and  benefaCtor  of  the  Cumeans,  being  Pretanus ; and  Straton,  fon 
“ of  Heraclidus,  being  Stephaneforus,”  &c. 

N.  B.  The  month  Phratrien  was  unknown  to  Antiquaries  till  this  infeription 

was  found. 


XVIth  King.  — SAUROMATES  the  First. 

Sauromates  I.  mounted  the  throne  of  Bofphorus  after  the  death  of  Polemorr, 
whofe  widow,  Pythodoris,  feems  to  have  retired  to  his  kingdom  of  Pontus, 
where  fhe  was  fuft'ered  to  reign ; as  we  have  two  of  her  coins  that  were  ftruck 
when  queen  of  the  country,  after  the  death  of  the  king  her  hufband. 

This  king  added  the  name  of  the  Roman  emperor,  his  lord  paramount,  to 
his  own  ; a pretty  common  practice  among  the  tributary  Greek  princes.  He 
feems  firft  to  have  taken  the  name  of  Julius  during  the  reign  of  his  benefactor 

1,2  It  was  a daughter  of  this  prince,  married  to  Cotys  the  Vtli,  King  of  Thrace,  the  protestor 
of  Ovid  in  his  exile,  who  fo  boldly  accufed  her  hufband's  murderer  before  the  Roman  Senate,  and 
brought  him  to  punilhment,  though  likewife  King  of  Thrace. 

Auguftus, 
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Augustus 1,J,  who  confirmed  him  on  the  throne ; and  afterwards,  confideiing 
himfelf  as  a client  of  the  Julian  family,  he  only  added  that  of  Tiberius  to  1 is 
former  borrowed  appellation,  to  pay  court  to  the  Imperial  Caefars,  whole 
tributary  he  was.  We  accordingly  fee  on  his  coins,  not  only  the  name  of 
Tiberius  Julius  Sauromates,  but  likewife  all  the  regalia  fent  him  from  Rome 
at  his  inveftiture  ; fuch  as  the  crown,  the  curule  chair,  and  the  parazonium, 
or  truncheon,  joined  to  his  own  arms,  as  on 

Plate  1 2M.  fig.  7.  Brafs : — in  the  cabinet 
of  Mr.  Pellerin. 

Obverfe : The  crown,  curule  chair,  para- 
zonium, and  arms  of  Sauromates  I. 

Legend , Greek:  T.  IOTAIOT  BACIAE.QS 
CATPOMATOT. 

Reverfe  : The  letters  HM1'1  in  a crown  of  laurel. 

Plate  I.  fig.  8,  brafs  : in  the  King  of 
France’s  cabinet. 

Obverfe : The  head  of  Sauromates  I. 
encircled  with  the  diadem. 

Legend , Greek  : TI.  IOTAIOT  BAClAEflZ 
CATPOMATOT. 

Reverfe:  An  ere<T  figure  of  Vi&ory,  holding  in  the  right  hand  a crown  of 
laurel,  and  on  the  left  a branch  of  palm,  with  the  letters  MH. 

A third  Medal  of  the  fame  prince,  which  Mr.  Cary  regards  as  the  moft 
curious. 

Plate  I.  fig.  9,  brafs : in  the  cabinet  of  the 
King  of  France. 

Obverfe  : The  fhield  and  lance,  which  feems 
to  have  been  the  proper  arms  of  the  kings  of 
Bofphorus ; with  a kind  of  inftrument  befide 
it,  and  the  letters  KA. 

leg  nd: 

113  Vaillant  has  published  a Medal  of  this  prince,  with  the  head  of  Auguftus  on  the  reverfe; 
which  lhows  that  he  held  the  Bofphoric  feeptre  under  that  Emperor. 

a + See  the  feries  of  Coins,  &c.  at  the  end  of  this  article. 

215  I take  this  occafton  to  fay,  that,  excepting  the  Greek  letters  which  mark  the  dates  of  the 
Bofphoric  coins,  I feldom  or  never  take  any  notice  of  one  or  two  detached  letters  feen  upon  moft 
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Legend:  The  mutilated  infcriptions  of  the  two  flues  of  this  medal  mufl:  be- 
read  together  to  make  fen fe  ; and  the  words  compleated  : TEIMAI  BA-.IAE.QS 
SATPOMATOT  ASnOTPror : which  Mr.  Cary  tranflates — “The  honours  (pof- 
“ flbly  meaning  the  regalia)  of  the  King  Sauromates,  fon  of  Afpurgus.” 

Mr  Cary  doubts  whether  the  cuftom  of  naming  the  father  after  mentioning 
the  fon  exifled  in  the  Bofphorus : a queftion  that  I can  anfwer  in  the  affirmative, 
from  infcriptions  lately  found  there;  and,  indeed,  the  practice  obtained  among 
all  the  hordes  from  that  country  ; the  Ruffians  fay,  to  this  day,  John,  the  fon 
of  Charles,  when  theyfpeakof  any  one  ; and  our  Macdonalds  of  Scotland,  the 
FV/zherberts  of  Wales,  and  the  O’Donollys  of  Ireland,  all  ffiow  that  the  fame 
nfage  once  exifled  in  the  Britifli  dominions. 


XVIIth  King.  — RHESCUPORIS  the  First. 

i _ "■  . • ' 

( In  the  783F  year  of  Rome.) 


On  the  coins  of  this  prince,  who  fucceeded  Sauromates  the  Firfi,  we  begin 
to  find  the  date  of  the  Bofphoric  aera  ; and  Mr.  Cary  gives  three  of  them. 

Plate  I.  fig.  10,  gold  : in  the  King  of  France’s 
cabinet. 

Obverfe : The  head  of  Rhefcuporis  I.  without 
ornament. 

Legend : The  monogram  of  his  name  and  dignity 
coupled  together ; fo  that  we  mufl  read  it  BAXIAEftE  PHEKOTIIOPIE,  with  the 
date  IKT  or  326  of  the  Bofphoric  aera,  anlvveringto  782  of  the  Roman. 

Reverfe  : The  head  of  the  Roman  Emperor  Tiberius. 

Another,  exadlly  the  fame,  in  the  cabinet  of  M.  Apoftolo  Zeno,  of  Venice ; 
differing  only  in  the  date,  which  is  A AT,  or  331  of  the  Bofphoric  tera,  anfwering 
to  7 87  of  the  Roman. 

of  them  ; becaufe  Antiquaries  are  fo  much  divided  in  opinion  as  to  their  meaning,  that  nothing 
certain  can  be  faid  on  the  fubjeCt.  But  I have  never  failed  to  place  them  in  my  rough  Iketches  of 
the  medals  (though  not  in  my  deferiptions  of  them),  in  hopes  that  difeoveries  may  hereafter  be 
made,  which  may  throw  light  on  thefc  myftic  characters.  The  HM  on  the  above  medal  comes 
under  this  head. 
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Plate  I.  fig.  it,  brafs : in  the  cabinet  of  M. 

Le  Beau. 

Obverfe  : The  head  of  Rhefcuporis,  en- 
circled with  a diadem.. 

Legend  : TIBEPI02  IOTAIOS  BA2IAET2 

PHEKOmOPIE. 

Reverfe  : The  head  of  a woman,  likewife  encircled  with  a diadem,  and  the 
letter  A. 

Plate  I.  fig.  12. 

Obverfe  : The  head  of  Rhefcuporis,  en- 
circled with  a diadem. 

Legend:  The  fame  monogram  of  his  name 
and  dignity,  as  already  explained  of  fig.  io,  ix?* 

Reverfe  : The  head  of  Caligula. 

Legend:  TAIOT  KAI2AP02  .... 

We  fee  then,  that  the  interval  between  the  firft  and  fecond  Polemon  was 
filled  up  by  the  two  laft-mentioned  princes,  Sauromates  and  Rhefcuporis,  pro- 
bably owing  to  the  tender  age  of  the  heirs  of  Polemon  I who  were  children 
when  he  died,  and  the  Roman  policy  of  not  permitting  the  Bofphoric  fceptre 
to  remain  ad  interim  in  the  hand  of  their  mother,  who  held  at  the  fame  time 
that  of  Pontus,  as  well  as  Cappadocia,  by  her  fecond  marriage  with  its  fovereign 
Archelaus. 


XVIIIth  King.  — POLEMON  the  Second. 
(In  the  year  of  Romct  A.  D.  $2.) 


This  fovereign  received  the  Bofphoric  fceptre  from  Caligula  in  the  791ft  year 
of  Rome,  as  we  learn  from  Dion ; but  he  did  not  long  enjoy  that  dignity,  as 
we  find  it  beftowed  four  years  afterwards  on  Mithridates  II.  (of  Bofphorus)  by 
the  Emperor  Claudius ; for  which  he  received  a part  of  Cilicia  as  an  equivalent ; 
and  it  might  be  fo  from  his  fituation  as  king  of  Pontus ; but  we  find  that  he 
even  gave  up  this  laft  kingdom  to  become  a Roman  province  A.  D.  65  ; but 
for  what  new  equivalent  is  unknown  to  the  moderns ; fo  that  he  at  laft  only 
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re  amed  the  part  which  he  had  of  Cilicia.  Jofephus  mentions  his  marrying 
Berenice  the  widow  of  Herod,  in  the  laft  chapter  of  Book  XIX. 

The  Medal  of  him  given  here  was  ftruck  in  the  eighteenth  year  of  his  reign 
in  Pontus. 

Plate  If.  fig.  r,  filver  : in  the  cabinet  of  the 
King  of  France. 

Cbverfe  : The  head  of  Polemon,  encircled  with 
a diadem. 

L-jencl,  Greek  : BACIAEflC  ITOAEMnNOC. 

Reverfe  : The  bead  of  Nero,  crowned  with  laurel. 

Legend:  ETOTC,  with  the  letters  IH. 


XIXth  King.  — MITHRIDATES  the  Second,  of  Bofphorus. 


(In  the  793//$  year  of  Rome,  A.  D.  42.^ 


Mithridates,  who,  as  we  have  juft  faid,  was  inverted 
in  the  kingdom  of  Bofphorus  by  the  Roman  Emperor 
Claudius,  then  lord  paramount,  was  of  the  blood  of 
Michridates  the  Great,  though  his  particular  relation  to 
him  Is  not  handed  down  ; for  Dion  fpeaks  indiftindlly  of  this  prince’s  being 
admitted  into  the  Roman  Senate,  w'here  he  returns  thanks  in  Greek  for  the 
kingdom  of  Bofphorus.  This  good  intelligence  with  Rome,  however,  did 
not  laft  long  ; for  he  was  deprived  of  his  throne,  and  his  brother  Cotys  placed 
on  it  by  the  Romans,  who  carried  him  to  Rome,  where  he  held  the  bold  lan- 
guage of  an  injured  fovereign,  ftx  or  feven  years  after  having  returned  thanks 
in  open  Senate  for  his  kingdom. 

We  have  the  following  coin  ftruck  by  this  prince  : 

Plate  II.  fig.  3,  brafs  : in  the  cabinet  of  the 
King  of  France. 

Obverfc : A young  head  of  Mithridates  II. 
encircled  with  a diadem. 

Legend:  BACIAEX1C  MI0PAAATOTT. 

Reverfe  : 
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Reverfe : The  fpoils  of  a lion  fupported  by  the  club  of  Hercules  ; with  a bow 
in  its  cafe,  or  fheath,  on  one  fide,  and  the  trident  of  Neptune  on  the  other ; 
with  the  letters  IB  below  the  club. 

Thefe  bearings  on  the  reverfe  feem  to  indicate,  that  this  prince  had  chofen 
Hercules  and  Neptune  as  marked  objedts  of  worfhip,  or  that  he  celebrated 
games  in  honour  of  them. 

XXth  King.  — COT YS  the  First. 

(In  the  Said  year  of  Rome , and  the  49th  of  our  JEra.) 

We  are  left  in  ignorance  as  to  the  father  of  this  and  the  lafl:  Bofphoric  king; 
or  whether  they  were  not  merely  fons  of  the  fame  mother. 

There  was  a gold  medal  of  this  prince  in  the  cabinet  of  M.  Apoftolo  Zeno, 
in  Venice. 

Obverfe  : The  head  of  Agrippina,  mother  of  Nero  (who  fhared  the  authority 
with  her  fon  during  the  firfl:  years  of  his  reign,  and  often  appears  on  his 
money). 

Reverfe  : The  head  of  Cotys  the  firft. 

Legend,  Greek  : BAK  (probably  meaning  BAXIAEX2X  KOTYX),  and  the  date 
BNT  or  35a  of  the  Bofphoric  aera,  anfwering  to  the  809th  of  the  Roman. 

Plate  II.  fig.  4,  gold  : in  the  cabinet  of  Mr. 

Pellerin  : 

Obverfe : A head  crowned  with  laurel,  no 
infcription. 

Reverfe : A different  head,  alfo  crowned  with 
laurel. 

p 

Legend : The  monogram  NEK,  or  NEPK  ; which  probably  means  NEPX1N 
KOTYX,  Nero  Kotys  (as  he,  moft  probably,  had  taken  the  name  of  his  lord 
paramount,  like  fome  of  his  predeceffors),  with  the  date  ©NT.  or  359  of 
the  Bofphoric  aera,  agreeing  with  816  of  the  Roman,  or  the  9th  year  of 
Nero’s  reign. 


XXIft 
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XXIft  King.  — RHESCUPORIS  the  Second. 
( I>1  the  8,36th  year  of  Rome , or  83d  of  our  Air  a.) 


We  know  fo  little  about  this  prince,  that  his  very  exigence  would  have 
e fcaped  the  modems,  had  not  one  of  his  coins,  in  gold,  been  found  ; which 
is  in  the  cabinet  of  M.  Apoftolo  Zeno,  of  Venice. 

Plate  II.  fig.  5. 

Obverfe : The  head  of  Rhefcuporis  II.  encircled 
with  a diadem. 

Legend,  Greek  : BACIAEHC  PHCKOTnoPIAOC. 

Reverfe  : The  head  of  Domitian,  crowned  with  laurel-,  with  the  date  nr, 
or  380  of  the  Bofphoric  aera,  correfponding  with  the  837th  of  the  Roman,  or 
the  3d  of  Domitian. 


XXIId  King.  — SAUROMATES 116  the  Second. 

This  is  the  King  of  Boiphorus  of  whom  the  younger  Pliny  (minifter  of 
Trojan)  fpeaks  in  his  Letters,  on  account  of  the  embafiy  which  he  fent  to  his 
Imperial  mafter : and,  indeed,  this  is  all  that  we  know  of  him,  except  from  his 
coins;  and  we  may  here  remark,  that  numifmatic  inquiries  never  appeared  to 
more  advantage  than  in  the  hiftory  of  the  Bofphorus;  where,  without  the  aid 
of  medals,  we  fhould  have  been  deprived  of  even  the  feeble  light  that  has  been 
thrown  on  the  hiftory  of  that  antient  kingdom. 

Fortunately,  the  cabinets  of  Europe  contain  feveral  coins  of  this  prince  ; 
which  I fhall  here  deferibe  from  Mr.  Cary’s  French  work,  in  the  order  of  their 
dates,  as  ufual,  to  afeertain  the  chronology  of  the  country. 

116  This  name  of  a famous  people  (and  which  means  Northern  Meads , or  a fubdivifion  of  that 
nation,  dwelling  or  ranging  between  the  Don,  Volga,  and  Caucafus),  one  might  fufpe£t,  was 
aflumed  by  fome  of  the  Bofphoric  kings  (for  we  have  fix  of  the  name),  to  indicate  their  defeent 
from  the  antient  lords  of  that  country,  long  prior  to  the  Dynafty  then  filling  the  Bofphoric 
throne. 

Vaillant, 
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Vaillant,  from  whom  Mr.  Cary  often  borrows,  lias  published  the  following 
Medal,  found  in  the  cabinet  of  Zeno  at  Venice,  which  contains  fo  many  from 
the  Bofphorus ; a circumftance  that  furprifes  me  the  lefs,  on  reflecting  that  the 
Republic  had  for  ages  a great  commercial  eftablifhment  in  the  very  heart  of 
that  kingdom,  and  held  their  fettlement  in  AfofF,  the  Tanais  of  the  Antients, 
on  the  Bofphoric  Sea,  even  long  after  the  Genoefe  were  matters  of  the  Euxine, 
and  had  difpottelTed  them  of  Caffa,  Soudak,  &c. 

Plate  II.  fig.  6,  gold  : in  the  King  of  France’s 
cabinet. 

Obverfe : The  head  of  Sauromates  II.  encircled 
with  a diadem  and  long  whilkers. 

Legend : BACIAEHC  CAYPOMAT.QY. 

Reverfe : The  head  of  Trajan,  crowned  with  laurel;  and  under  it  the  date 
HT,  or  408  of  the  Bofphoric  sera,  agreeing  with  865  of  the  Roman,  or  the 
the  1 5th  of  Trajan. 

Another,  of  gold,  in  the  Teforo  Britannica. 

Obverfe : The  head  of  Sauromates,  with  a diadem. 

Legend:  BACIAEI2C  CAYPOMATOT. 

Reverfe:  The  head  of  Hadrian,  crowned  with  laurel ; below  it,  TIY,  or  413 
of  the  Bofphoric  aera,  agreeing  with  870  of  the  Roman,  and  the  fnft  of 

Hadrian. 

Another,  of  gold,  in  the  cabinet  of  the  King  of  France  ; the  fame  ftamp, 
with  the  date  HIT,  418  of  the  Bofphoric  aera,  correfponding  with  875  of  the 
Roman,  and  the  6th  of  Hadrian. 

Another,  of  brafs,  in  the  Pembroke  cabinet : the  fame  ; with  the  date  AKT, 
or  421  of  the  Bofphoric  sera,  agreeing  with  878  of  the  Roman,  and  the  ninth 
of  Hadrian. 

Plate  II.  fig.  7.  In  the  cabinet  of  Mr. 

Pellerin. 

Obverfe  : The  head  of  Sauromates  II. 
with  a diadem. 

Legend  : BACIAEH.C  CAYPOMATOY. 

Reverfe : An  eagle,  holding  a crown  of  laurel  in  its  bill,  with  expanded  v 
wings. 

Date:  EKY,  or  422  of  the  Bofphoric  sera ; correfponding  with  879  of  the 
Roman,  and  the  10th  of  Hadrian. 

Plate 
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Plate  H.  fig.  S,  brafs : in  the  cabinet  of 
the  King  of  France. 

Obverfe  : The  head  of  Sauromates,  en- 
circled with  a diadem. 

Legend : BACIAEilC  CATPOMATOT. 
Rtverfe ; A crown  of  laurel,  with  the 


Greek  letters  MH  in  the  centre  of  it. 


XXIIId  King.  — COTYS  the  Second. 

Two  antient  authors  have  handed  down  the  name  of  this  prince,  and  little 
more  than  the  name  ; viz.  Plegon,  the  freed  man  of  Hadrian,  in  his  hiftory 
of  the  Olympiads,  of  which  only  a fragment  remains ; and  Arrian,  in  his 
famous  Periplos  Ponto  Euxin.  fo  often  cited  in  this  modern  Tour  of  the  fame 

coaft. 

The  firft  of  thefe  authors,  we  are  told  by  the  Imperial  hiftorian  Conftantinus 
Porphyrogenitus,  who  had  read  his  whole  work  (fince  loft),  fays,  that  Hadrian 
had  given  the  Bofphoric  throne  to  Cotys ; and  Arrian,  on  fending  his  Periplos 
to  his  mafter  Hadrian  in  the  15th  year  of  his  reign,  who  had  commiflioned 
him  to  make  it,  writes  in  his  letter,  “ So  foon  as  I heard  of  the  death  of  Cotys, 
“ king  of  Bofphorus,  I haftened  to  fend  you  this  account  of  the  voyage  that 
“ may  be  made  by  fea  to  that  kingdom,  that  you  may  be  acquainted  with  the 
“ country  if  you  intend  to  interfere  in  the  arrangement  of  its  internal  affairs.” 
Now,  as  I have  proved  (fays  Mr.  Cary),  that  Arrian  wrote  his  Periplos  in  the 
15th  of  Hadrian,  of  courfe,  the  death  of  Cotys  muft  have  happened  that 
year;  and  we  have  a coin  of  his  in  the  cabinet  of  Mr.  Pellerin,  ftruck  only 
one  year  before  his  death,  bearing  his  head  on  one  fide,  encircled  with  a 
diadem,  and  the  inscription  BACIAEI2C  KOTTOC  ; on  the  other,  that  of  Hadrian, 
with  laurel,  and  the  date  ZKT,  or  426  of  the  Bofphoric  asra,  anfwering  to  883 
of  the  Roman,  and  the  14th  of  Hadrian. 

The  following  Medal  of  the  fame  prince  is  likewife  in  the  cabinet  of  Mr. 
Pellerin,  as  well  as  in  that  of  Mr.  Fawkener,  of  London. 


Plate 
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Plate  IT.  fig.  9,  gold : in  the  cabinet  of  Mr. 

Pellerin,  &c. 

Obverfe  : The  head  of  Cotys  II.  encircled  with 
a diadem  ; before  it  a club. 

Legend,  Greek  : BACIAEOC  KOTTOC. 

Reverfe  : The  head  of  Hadrian,  crowned  with  laurel ; below  :t,  the  dateHKT, 
or  428  of  the  Bofphoric  sera,  agreeing  with  885  of  the  Roman,  or  the  i6lh  of 
Hadrian.  This  was  the  very  year  of  Cotys’s  death,  as  the  medal  of  his  fucceflbr 
Rhoemetalces  proves  molt  evidently,  being  ftruck  the  fame  year. 

There  are  ftill  two  more  coins  of  the  fame  prince  given  by  Mr.  Cary,  but 
without  a date. 

Plate  II.  fig.  10. 

Obverfe:  The  head  of  Cotys  II.  encircled 
with  a diadem  ; and  the  trident  of  Neptune 
before  the  bull. 

Legend:  BAC1AEHC  KOTTOC. 

Reverfe:  A crown  of  laurel,  with  the  Greek  letters  MH  in  the  centre 
of  it. 

Plate  II.  fig.  11.  A third  medal  of  the  fame 
prince,  in  the  cabinet  of  Mr.  Pellerin. 

Obverfe : The  monogram  of  Kotys,  bait  (with 
KA  belowit) ; which  means  BAClAEflC  KOTTOC. 

Reverfe  : A temple,  with  the  infcription 
KAFIE  ; which  Mr.  Cary  fuppofes  to  be  the  beginning  of  the  word  KAFIETOAION, 
under  the  idea  that  the  temple  was  dedicated  to  Jupiter  Capitol inus. 


XXIVth  King.  — RHCEMETALCES. 
fin  the  88 ^th  year  of  Rome , and  igid  of  our  /Em.) 


This  prince  mounted  the  Bofphoric  throne  in 
the  885th  year  of  the  Roman  sera,  during  the 
reign  of  Hadrian  ; but,  from  a paflage  of  Ca- 
pitolinus,  in  his  Life  of  Antoninus  Pius,  it 
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would  fee  in  (according  to  Mr.  Cary’s  reading  of  it),  that  his  fucceflor  Eupator 
had  made  efforts  to  feize  the  fceptre  of  Rhcemeralces  during  his  life  ; but  was 
dilcountenanced  by  the  Emperor  Antoninus,  then  become  lord  paramount 
by  the  death  of  Hadrian,  and  who  fecured  the  throne  to  Rhoemetalces  till 
death  opened  a peaceable  and  lawful  road  for  Eupator  to  affurne  the  regal 
dignity. 

We  have  feveral  coins  of  this  prince  in  the  cabinets  of  Europe. 


Legend:  BACIAEX2C  POIMHTAAKOT . 

Reverfe  : The  head  of  Hadrian,  crowned  with  laurel ; and  below  it  the  date 
TAT,  or  433  of  the  Bofphoric  aera ; according  with  890  of  the  Roman,  and 
the  21ft  of  Hadrian. 

Another,  in  the  cabinet  of  Mr.  Fawkener,  in  London. 

Obverfe  : the  fame  as  the  lath 

Reverfe  : The  head  of  Antoninus  Pius,  crowned  with  laurel ; and  below  it, 
the  date  MY,  or  440  of  the  Bofphoric  aera,  agreeing  with  897  of  the  Roman, 
or  the  7th  of  Antoninus  Pius. 

A third  medal,  of  gold  : exactly  the  fame  as  the  laft  •,  with  the  date  BMT,  or 
442  of  the  Bofphoric,  correfponding  with  899  of  the  Roman  sera,  and  the  9th 
of  the  reign  of  the  Emperor  Antoninus  Pius, 

A fourth,  of  gold,  in  the  cabinet  of  Mr.  Pellerin  ; the  fame,  with  the  date 
EMY,  or  445  of  the  Bofphoric  aera,  agreeing  with  902  of  the  Roman,  or  the 
1 2th  of  Antoninus. 


Reverfe  : A victory,  on  tiptoe,  holding  a crown  of  laurel  in  her  right  hand, 
and  a branch  of  palm  in  her  left ; before  her,  the  Greek  letter  M ; and  behind 
her,  H 


Obverfe  : The  head  of  Rhoemetalces,  encircled 
wuth  a diadem. 


Plate  III.  fig.  1,  gold  : in  the  cabinet  of  Mr. 
Pellerin. 


Plate  III.  fig.  2,  brafs : in  the  King  of 
France’s  cabinet. 


Obverfe : The  head  of  Rhoemetalces, 
encircled  with  a diadem  ; and  before  it  a 


Legend:  BACIAEXiC  POIMHTAAKOT. 
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XXVth  King.  — EUPATOR. 

On  the  death  of  Rhoemetalces,  Antoninus  inverted  his  turbulent  rival, 
Eupator,  with  the  Bofphoric  fceptre,  though  he  had  maintained  the  late  king 
in  the  enjoyment  of  it  when  unjuftly  attacked  by  his  fucceffor,  and  protected 
him  till  his  death. 

This  prince  is  mentioned  by  Lucian  in  the  following  paflage  : 

“ I found  there  ambafladors  from  the  Bofphorus,  who  had  come  by  fea  to 
“ Bythinia  with  the  annual  tribute  from  their  king  Eupator and  there  is 
reafon  to  fufpedl,  that  Eupator  is  meant  (though  not  named)  by  Philoftratus  in 
his  Life  of  the  Sophifts,  when  he  mentions  as  his  cotemporary,  a king  of  Bof- 
phorus, who  had  fo  much  knowledge  and  liking  to  Grecian  literature,  that  he 
travelled  through  Ionia  to  improve  it.  While  at  Smyrna,  the  philofophers  of 
that  city  all  courted  his  acquaintance,  except  the  fophift  Polemon,  who  refufed 
to  wait  on  his  majefty ; and,  as  that  fovereign  was  curious  to  hear  him,  he 
obliged  .the  king  to*  come  to  his  houfe,  and  even  received  a fum  of  money  for 
his  acquaintance. 

We  have  a number  of  medals  or  coins  of  this  prince.  Mr.  Cary  gives 
Engravings  of  two,  and  defcribes  the  others. 

Plate  III.  fig.  3.  In  the  cabinet  of  Mr.  Pellerin. 

Obverfe  : The  head  of  Eupator,  encircled  with 
a diadem  ; and  before  it  a fceptre. 

Legend:  BACIAEX2C  ErriATOPOC. 

Reverfe : The  head  of  Antoninus  Pius,  crowned 
with  laurel;  with  the  date  BNT,  or  452  of  the 'Bofphoric  sera,  corxefponding 
with  909  of  the  Roman,  and  the  19th  of  Antoninus. 

Another,  of  gold : exacrtly  the  fame,  but  without  a fceptre,  in  Lebret’s 
cabinet;  with  the  date  FNT,  or  453  of  the  Bofphoric,  agreeing  with  910  of  the 
Roman  aera. 

A third,  of  gold,  in  the  cabinet  of  Mr.  Bofanquet,  of  London  ; exacrtly  the 
fame  as  the  two  foregoing,  except  that,  inrtead  of  a fceptre  as  in  the  firft,  there 
is  a club  placed  before  the  head  of  Eupator ; and  the  date  on  the  reverfe  is 
ENT,  or  455  of  the  Bofphoric,  agreeing  with  9 1 2 of  the  Roman  sera. 

A fourth. 
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A fourth,  exactly  the  fame,  in  gold;  with  a fceptre,  or  javelin;  and  the 
date  ENT,  or  456  of  the  Bofphoric,  correfponding  with  913  of  the  Roman 
aera. 

A fifth  coin  in  gold,  belonging  to  Mr.Pellerin. 

Obverfe : The  head  of  Eupator,  encircled  with  a diadem. 

Legend:  BACIAEX2C  ErriATOPOC. 

Rcverfe  : The  heads  of  Marcus  Aurelius  and  Lucius  Verus,  without  any 
ornament;  and  the  date  ©NT,  or  459  of  the  Bofphoric  aera,  anfwering  to  916 
of  the  Roman. 

A fixth  coin,  of  gold,  in  Mr.  Pellerin’s  cabinet,  exadlly  the  fame  ; with  the 
date  ST,  460  of  the  Bofphoric,  or  917  of  the  Roman  aera. 

A feventh,  in  gold,  belonging  to  Mr.  Pellerin,  exadlly  the  fame,  except  a 
fceptre  between  the  heads  of  Aurelius  and  Verus,  and  the  date  AST,  461  of 
the  Bofphoric,  or'918  of  the  Roman  aera. 

Here  follow  two  more  coins  of  Eupator,  with  the  head  of  M.  Aurelius  alone 
on  the  reverfe,  after  the  death  of  his  colleague  Verus. 

The  one  is  in  the  cabinet  of  St.  Peterlburg,  and  bears  the  date  1ST,  or  456 
of  the  Bofphoric  aera,  and  923  of  the  Roman. 

The  other,  of  gold,  in  the  cabinet  of  Mr.  Pellerin,  has  the  date  ZST,  or  467, 
of  the  .Bofphoric  aera,  agreeing  with  924  of  the  Roman. 

Of  the  laft  medal  of  Eupator  mentioned  by  Mr.  Cary,  that  gentleman  gives 
an  Engraving ; and  it  is  a corroborating  proof,  that  Jupiter  Capitolinus  was 
adored  in  the  Bofphorus. 

Obverfe : The  monogram  of  Eupator  in 
crown  of  laurel,  which  muft  be  read 
BACIAEflC  ETEIATOPOC,  with  the  Greek 
letters  NO  above  the  monogram,  and  KA 
below  it ; which  are  not  attempted  to  be 

explained,  except  by  fuppofing  the  NO  a miftake  in  the  reading  or  engraving 
of  the  coin,  and  put  there  for  the  femi-circle,  or  little  flouriih,  which  we  have 
always  feen  above  the  monograms  containing  the  name  and  dignity  of  the 
Bofphoric  kings.  See  Plate  I.  fig.  10  and  12,  and  plate  II.  fig.  n. 

Reverfe  : A temple  of  Jupiter  Capitolinus,  with  the  Greek  letters  KAI1E,  for 
Capitolinus. 
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XXVIth  King.  — SAUROMATES  III. 


Mr.  Cary  mentions  feveral  coins  of  this  prince,  and  defcribes  the  two  fol- 
lowing (probably  on  account  of  their  dates),  before  he  gives  an  Engraving  of 
a third,  not  ftruck  till  twelve  years  after  the  firft  of  the  two,  which  is  in  gold, 
in  the  cabinet  of  Mr.  Fawkener,  of  London. 

Obverfe:  The  head  of  Sauromates  III.  encircled  with  a diadem. 

Legend:  BACIAEflC  CATPOMATOT. 

Reverfe : The  head  of  Commodus,  crowned  with  laurel  ; and  below  it,  the 
date  ZOT,  or  477  of  the  Bofphoric  aera,  agreeing  with  934  of  the  Roman. 

Another,  of  gold,  in  the  collection  of  Antonio  Nani,  of  Venice  ; exactly 
the  fame,  except  a globe  before  the  Roman  Emperor’s  head,  with  the  date 
znr,  or  487  of  the  Bofphoric,  anfwering  to  944  of  the  Roman  sera. 

But  the  medal  of  which  he  gives  the  Engraving  is  in  the  cabinet  of  the 
Abbe  de  Rothelin. 

Plate  III.  fig.  5. 

Obverfe  : The  head  of  Sauromates  III.  with  a 
diadem. 

Legend:  BACIAEX2C  CATPOMATOT. 

Reverfe:  The  head  of  Commodus,  with  a crown 
of  laurel  ; and  the  date  ©IIT,  or  489  of  the  Bofphoric  rera,  agreeing  with  945 
or  946  of  the  Roman  ; but  it  mult  have  been  ftruck  in  the  very  beginning 
of  that  laft  year  at  lateft,  as  Commodus  died  on  the  laft  day  of  945  ; and  his 
death  muft,  in  all  probability,  have  been  known  in  the  Bofphorus  two  months 
afterwards. 

Another,  of  gold,  in  the  cabinet  of  Mr.  Pellerin,  is  exaClly  the  fame  on 
the  obverfe  ; but  the 

Reverfe  bears  the  head  of  Severus,  crowned  with  laurel ; and  before  it  a 
ftar  : with  the  date  4>T,  490  of  the  Bofphoric  aera,  or  947  of  the  Roman. 

Another,  of  gold,  in  the  cabinet  of  the  King  of  France,  exaClly  the  fame 
with  the  laft  as  to  the  heads  of  Sauromates  and  Septimus  Severus ; except  that 
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the  date  B<I>Y,  or .} 9 2.  of  the  Bofphoric  aera,  949  of  the  Roman,  is  placed  below 
the  bull  of  the  Emperor  ; and  Mr.  Pellerin  has  a duplicate  of  it  in  brafs,  with  a 
globe  before  the  head  of  Severus. 

In  the  King  of  France’s  cabinet  there  is  another  gold  medal,  exactly  the 
fame,  with  the  l'ole  difference  of  a ltar  before  the  head  of  Severus,  and  the 
date  A$r,  494  of  the  Bofphoric  aera,  or  951  of  the  Roman. 

Another,  of  gold,  in  the  collection  of  Mr.  Pellerin,  with  the  fame  obverfc 
and  legend. 

Reverfe  : The  heads  of  Severus  and  Caracalla,  crowned  with  laurel,  with  a 
crefcent  between  them;  and  the  date  E$Y,  495  of  the  Bofphoric  aera,  or  952 
of  the  Roman. 

In  the  King  of  France’s  cabinet  there  is  another,  in  gold,  exaCtlv  the  fame  ; 
except  a fceptre  between  the  heads  of  the  Roman  Emperors,  and  the  date  A$, 
501  of  the  Bofphoric  sera,  or  958  of  the  Roman. 

After  thefe,  which  he  only  defcribes,  Mr.  Cary  gives  Engravings  of  the  four 
following  medals  of  Sauromates. 

Plate  III.  fig.  6,  brafs : in  the  King 
of  France’s  cabinet. 

Obverfe : The  head  of  Sauromates  III. 
encircled  with  a diadem. 

Levend:  BACIAEHC  CATPOMATOT. 

o 

j Reverfe  : A man  on  horfeback,  with 
the  right  hand  raifed,  and  a fpear  in  the  left;  above  him  a flar,  and  the  letter 
B below  his  horfe’s  fore  feet. 

Plate  III.  fig.  7,  brafs : in  the  King  of 
France’s  cabinet. 

Obverfe : The  fame  head  and  legend  as 
the  laft. 

Reverfe:  A female,  fitting,  withabunch  of 
corn  on  her  head  ; afmall  globe  in  her  right,  and  a fpear  in  her  left  hand  ; before 
her  ftands  the  bull  of  the  Emperor  Severus,  crowned  with  laurel  ; and  behind 
her  chair,  a kind  of  military  enfign  ; above  this  military  ftandard  is  a crofs, 
and  on  each  fide  of  her  feet  a Greek  letter,  viz.  B before,  and  M behind 
them. 
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Plate  III.  fig.  8,  brafs:  in  the  cabinet  of  M. 

Pellerin. 

Obverfe : The  head  of  Sauromates,  and  of  a 
half-veiled  female,  face  to  face. 

Legend:  BACIAEHC  CATPOMATOT. 

Reverfe : A female,  fitting  in  a chair,  holding  a Patera , or  libation  cup,  in 
her  right  hand  ; behind  her  neck,  a fiar ; and  the  letter  B before  her  knees. 

Plate  III.  fig.  9,  brafs : in  the  cabinet  of 
Lord  Pembroke  : 

Obverfe:  The  head  of  Sauromates,  with 
a diadem,  and  the  ordinary  legend. 

Reverfe  : A female,  fitting  on  a chair, 
with  a globe  in  her  right  hand;  behind  her 
fhoulders  the  Greek  letter  A,  and  below  her  feet  VRV. 

Mr.  Cary  mentions  four  more  coins  of  the  fame  king;  but  as  they  have  all 
been  ftruck  in  the  reigns  of  the  fame  Roman  Emperors  already  ftampt  on  his 
medals  given  in  this  Work,  without  any  date,  and  as  he  does  not  give  en- 
gravings of  them  to  enable  us  to  guefs  at  the  period  by  their  ftile,  they  cannot 
ferve  any  hifborical  purpofe  here,  and  are  of  courfe  omitted. 


XXVIIth  King.  — RHESCUPORIS  III. 

This  is  one  of  feveral  kings  of  the  Bofphorus  not  even  mentioned  in  the 
detached  fragments  of  the  hiftory  of  that  antient  kingdom  which  have  come 
down  to  our  days,  and  whofe  memories  are  only  refcued  from  oblivion  by  their 
coins  picked  up  by  Antiquaries  ; a ftrong  proof  of  the  great  utility  of  numif- 
matic  refearches,  and  the  aid  that  it  affords  to  the  hiftorian  ; more  particularly 
when  dates  are  found  upon  fuch  medals,  with  the  portraits  of  Emperors  that 
we  are  well  acquainted  with.  As  for  example,  in  this  very  inffance ; Mr. 
Pellerin  has  a gold  medal  of  Rhefcuporis  III. 

Plate  III.  fig.  io. 

Obverfe : The  head  of  Rhefcuporis  III.  en- 
circled with  a diadem. 

Legend:  BACIAEHC  PHCKflTimPIAnc. 

Reverfe:  The  head  of  Caracalla,  crowned  with 
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laurel,  with  a flar  before  it ; and  under  the  bull;  the  date  AI<I>,  511  of  the  Bof- 
phoric  aera,  or  968  of  the  Roman. 

M.  Pellerin  has  another,  in  gold,  of  the  fame  prince,  exactly  the  fame  as  the 
laft,  except  that  a fceptre  is  placed  before  Caracalla,  with  the  date  Bl<I>,  512  of 
the  Bofphoric  aera,  or  969  of  the  Roman. 

A third  is  defcribed  by  Spanheim,  with  exactly  the  fame  obverfe. 

Reverfe  : The  head  of  Alexander  Severus,  crowned  with  laurel ; before  his 
buft  a ftar,  and  below  it  the  date  AKI,  521  of  the  Bofphoric  aera,  or  978  of 
the  Roman. 


XXVIIIth  King.  — COTYS  III. 


The  cabinets  of  Europe  contain  three  coins  of  this  prince. 

Plate  IV.  fig.  1,  filver  : in  the  King  of 
France’s  collection. 

Obverfe : The  head  of  Cotys  III.  with  a 
fceptre  before  it,  and  encircled  with  a diadem. 
Legend:  BACIAEHC  KUTTHC. 

Reverfe : The  head  of  Alexander  Severus,  crowned  with  laurel,  and  below 
it,  the  date  0K4>,  529  of  the  Bofphoric  aera,  or  986  of  the  Roman. 

Another,  the  fame,  in  brafs  : in  the  King  of  France  s cabinet.  And  a third, 
publifhed  in  the  Thef.  Numif.  of  Patin,  with  the  date  A3>,  jj^ooftheEof- 
phoric  aera,  or  98  of  the  Roman. 


XXIXth  King.  — ININTHIMEVUS. 

We  owe  the  knowledge  of  the  exigence  of  this  Bofphoric  king  to  the  An- 
tiquary Seguin,  who  publifhed  one  of  his  coins  in  filver,  which  is  at  prefent 
in  the  King  of  France’s  cabinet. 
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Plate  IV.  f.g.  2. 

Obverfe  : The  head  of  Ininthimevus,  encircled 
with  a diadem,  and  a fceptre  before  it. 

Legend:  BAClAEfiS  IN  IN0IMH  Y X2T. 

Reverfe  ; The  head  of  Alexander  Severus,  crowned  with  laurel ; and  below' 
it  the  date  AA$,  531  of  the  Bofphoric,  or  988  of  the  Roman  aera. 

We  fee  by  the  medal  of  Cotys,  dated  530,  and  that  of  his  fuccefTor,  ftruck 
in  531,  that  this  prince  could  not  have  reigned  a full  year. 


XXXth  King.  — RHESCUPORIS  IV. 


The  cabinets  of  Europe  contain  anumber  of  medals  of  this  prince  ; the  firft  of 
which  fhow's,  asfaid  above,  that  his  predeceffor  could  nothave  reigned  a year  com- 
plete ; as  it  has  on  the  reverfe  the  head  of  Severus,  with  laurel,  and  a fceptre, 
and  the  date  AA<E>,  531  of  the  Bofphoric,  or  988  of  the  Roman  aera  ; fo  that 
Ininthimevus  died,  and  Rhefcuporis  mounted  the  throne  in  this  very  year. 

The  next  is  a filver  medal,  in  the  poffeflion  of  Mr.  Bofanquet,  of  London, 
having  on  the 

Obverfe : The  head  of  Rhefcuporis,  encircled  wdth  a diadem. 

Legend:  BACIAEflC  PHCKOTnoPIA. 

Reverfe:  The  head  of  Gordionus  Pius,  crowded  with  laurel;  and  before 
it  a club,  with  the  date  £A3>,  533  of  the  Bofphoric  aera,  or  993  of  the 
Roman. 

A third,  exactly  the  fame,  of  filver  ; in  the  cabinet  of  the  Abbe  Rothelin, 
with  the  date  0A$,  536  of  the  Bofphoric,  or  996  of  the  Roman  aera. 

A fourth,  of  brafs ; and  a fifth,  in  filver;  with  the  fame  obverfe  and  legend, 
given  by  Vaillant  in  his  kings  of  Bofphorus. 

Reverfe:  The  head  of  Philip,  crowned  with  laurel;  and  below  it  the  date 
AM$,  541  of  the  Bofphoric,  agreeing  with  998  of  the  Roman  aera. 

Afixth,  of  brafs;  exactly  the  fame,  with  the  date  BM<f>,  542  of  the  Bof- 
phoric, or  999  of  the  Roman  aera. 

A feventh,  in  filver,  in  the  cabinet  of  Dr.  Mead,  of  London  : exactly  the 
fame,  with  the  exception  of  a fceptre,  inflead  of  a club,  before  the  buff  of  the 
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Roman  Emperor ; with  the  date  543  of  the  Bofphoric,  or  1000  of  the 

Roman  aera. 

-An  eighth,  of  brafs,  in  the  cabinet  of  the  Earl  of  Pembroke,  with  the  fame 
buft  of  Rhefcuporis  and  Philip,  and  the  date  EM$,  545  of  the  Bofphoric  aera, 
or  the  ico2d  of  Rome. 

A ninth,  of  iilver,  in  the  fame  cabinet,  with  the  head  of  the  Emperor 
Decius,  and  the  date  SM$,  346  of  the  Bofphoric  aera,  or  1003  of  the 
Roman. 

A tenth,  of  the  mixt-metal  pothin,  in  the  King  of  France’s  cabinet. 


Reverfe,  : The  head  of  the  Emperor  Decius,  crowned  with  laurel ; before  it  a 
club;  and  under  the  buft  the  date  ZMO,  547  of  the  Bofphoric,  or  1004  of  the 
Roman  aera. 

An  eleventh,  of  brafs,  in  the  Pembroke  colle&ion. 

Obverfe  and  Legend,  exactly  the  fame. 

Reverfe:  The  head  of  Gallus,  and  either  Voluftanus  or  Hoftilianus  ; and  the 
date  HMO,  548  of  the  Bofphoric,  or  1005  of  the  Roman  aera. 

A twelfth,  of  pothin,  in  the  King  of  France’s  cabinet. 

Obverfe  : the  fame. 

Reverfe ; the  head  of  the  ufurper  iEmilius,  who  aflumed  the  purple  in  Italy,  - 
with  the  date  549  of  the  Bofphoric  aera,  or  1006  of  Rome. 

A thirteenth,  of  brafs,  in  the  King  of  France’s  cabinet,  has  exadlly  the  fame 
bearings  as  the  laft,  with  the  fame  date. 

A fourteenth,  of  brafs,  in  the  Pembroke  colledlion,  has  the  head  and  legend 
of  Rhefcuporis  on  the  Obverfe , with  a trident ; and  on  the 

Reverfe : The  head  of  the  Roman  Emperor  Gallienus,  with  Odenathus,  king 
of  Palmyra,  the  hufband  of  the  famous  Zenobia  ; and  the  date  H<I>,  560  of  the 
Bofphoric,  or  1017  of  the  Roman  aera. 

Laftly,  there  is  a brafs  medal  of  the  fame  prince  in  the  King  of  France’s 
cabinet,  with  the  head  of  Gallienus  on  the  reverfe,  and  the  date  563  of  the 
Bofphoric,  or  1020  of  the  Roman  aera.. 


with  a diadem. 

Legend : BACIAE.QC  PHCKOTnoPIA. 


Plate  IV.  fig.  3. 

Obverfe:  The  head  of  Rhefcuporis,  encircled 
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XXXIft  King.  — TEIRANES. 


This  is  another  of  the  Bofphoric  kings  only  known  to  us  by  one  of  his  coins, 
which  Mr.  Cary  fortunately  received  direCtly  from  that  antient  kingdom, 
bearing  a date,  as  well  as  his  name,  which  fhews  us  that  he  held  his  fceptre 
undef  the  Roman  Emperor  Probus,  whofe  buft  is  feen  on  the  reverfe,  as  lord 
paramount. 

Plate  IV.  fig.  4. 

Obverfe  : The  head  of  Teiranes,  encircled  with 
a diadem. 

Legend:  BACIAEX2C  TEIPANOT. 

Reverfe  ; The  head  of  Probus,  crowned  with  laurel 
of  the  Bofphoric  sera,  or  1030  of  the  Roman. 


with  the  date  To$,  573 


XXXIId  King.  — THOTHORSES. 

* 

It  is  very  poflible,  that  newly  difcovered  Bofphoric  medals  may  fill  up  the 
long  interval  of  twenty  years  between  the  laft  coin  that  we  have  of  Teiranes, 
and  the  firft  of  this  prince,  with  the  portrait  and  name  of  fome  unknown 
king  of  this  country  ; but  till  then  we  muft  regard  Thothorfes  as  the  immediate 
fuccefTor  of  Teiranes ; and  even  of  him  we  have  no  more  information  than 
what  we  obtain  from  five  of  his  coins  in  the  cabinets  of  Europe  ; which  fhow 
that  Dioclefian  was  his  lord  paramount  through  the  whole  of  his  reign,  as  the 
buft  of  that  Emperor  appears  on  the  reverfe  of  all  his  medals.  Mr.  Cary  only 
gives  one  of  them,  but  defcribes  the  others  in  the  order  of  their  dates. 

The  firft,  of  brafs,  in  the  Pembroke  collection,  has  on  the 

Obverfe  : The  head  of  Thothorfes,  encircled  with  a diadem. 

Legend : BACIAEHC  0O0OFCOT. 

Reverfe : The  head  of  Dioclefian,  crowned  with  laurel ; and  the  date  rq<£, 
593  of  the  Bofphoric  sera,  or  1050  of  the  Roman;  with  a $ in  the  field  of 
the  medal. 
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The  fecond,  of  brafs,  in  the  fame  collection,  differs  in  nothing  but  the 
date  Aq<I>,  594  of  the  Bofphoric,  or  1051  of  the  Roman  aera. 

The  third,  of  brafs,  in  the  King  of  France's  cabinet,  only  differs  in  having 
a trident  before  the  head  of  Thothorfes,  and  the  date  Zq^>,  596  of  the  Bof- 
phoric, or  1053  of  the  Roman  aera. 

The  fourth  is  the  one  of  which  Mr.  Cary  gives  an  engraving  ; it  is  of  brafs, 
and  in  the  King  of  France’s  cabinet. 


Plate  IV.  fig.  5. 

Obverfe : The  head  of  Thothorfes,  encircled 
with  a diadem ; before  it,  three  points. 

Legend  : EACIAEHC  0O0OPCOT. 

Reverfe  : The  head  of  Dioclefian,  crowned  with  laurel ; and  three  points, 
or  dots,  behind  his  bull;  with  the  date  Hq<I>,  598  of  the  Bofphoric,  or  1055 
of  the  Roman  aera. 

The  fifth  medal  of  this  prince  is  of  brafs,  in  the  Pembroke  collection,  and 
differs  in  nothing  from  the  former,  but  in  having  a trident  before  the  head 
of  the  Roman  Emperor,  with  the  date  0q4>,  599  of  the  Bofphoric  aera,  or  1056 
of  the  Roman. 


XXXIIId  King.  — SAUROMATES  IV, 

There  are  reafons  for  fuppofing  that  the  father  of  this  prince,  who,  the 
Imperial  hiftorian  Conftantinus  Porphyrogenitus  tells  us,  was  named  Rhefcu- 
poris,  reigned  a few  weeks  before  he  was  taken  prifoner  by  the  Cherfonites,  and 
that  his  fon  mounted  the  vacant  throne ; for,  longer  his  reign  could  not  have 
been,  becaufe  Thothorfes  ftruck  money  in  the  very  laft  year  of  Dioclefian, 
and  Rhefcuporis  was  made  prifoner  in  the  time  of  the  fame  Emperor.  For 
thefe  reafons,  and  becaufe  no  medal  of  him  has  yet  been  found,  Mr.  Cary  has 
left  Rhefcuporis  out  of  the  catalogue  of  Bofphoric  kings,  till  the  difcovery  of 
fome  one  of  his  coins  lhall  place  him  there. 

To  proceed  with  the  hiftory  of  Sauromates  I V.  fon  of  this  prince  Rhefcu- 
poris. We  are  told  by  the  Imperial  hiftorian,  in  his  work,  “ De  Admi- 
niftrando  Imperio,”  quoted  above,  that  he  made  war  on  the  Romans,  overcame 
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the  people  under  their  obedience,  and  had  advanced  with  his  victorious  army 
as  far  as  the  river  Halys  on  the  oppofite  coaft,  before  Dioclefian  had  time  to 
fend  Conftance,  father  of  Conftantine  the  great,  againft  him.  That  General, 
however,  found  him  fo  ftrong,  that  he  was  obliged  to  engage  the  Cherfonites, 
the  antient  and  conftant  enemies  of  the  Bofphorites,  to  make  a diverfion  in  his 
favour  ; which  they  did  fo  effectually,  as  to  oblige  Sauromates  to  return  to  the 
defence  of  his  own  dominions,  and  redeem  his  wives,  whom  they  had  taken 
prifoners,  by  making  peace  with  the  Romans.  For  this  important  fervice, 
Dioclefian  remitted  the  tribute  which  the  Cherfonites  annually  paid  the  Romans, 
to  whom  they  feem  to  have  confiantly  remained  fubmiffive ; poffibly  to  gain  a 
powerful  fupport  againft  the  kings  of  Bofphorus,  their  natural  rivals  in  trade, 
as  well  as  dominion  in  the  Taurida ; for  it  feerns  to  have  been  the  policy  of 
thofe  crafty  conquerors  of  the  antient  world,  to  fow  diftentions  among  the 
native  princes,  and  thereby  keep  the  whole  in  fubjeCtion  from  weaknefs,  as 
the  Tartars  of  the  Golden  Horde  did  the  Ruffians  for  two  centuries. 

Mr.  Cary  gives  us  no  medal  of  either  this  prince  or  his  fucceffor  of  the  fame 
name  ; but  a coin  of  a king  Sauromates , which  he  has  placed  among  the  un- 
certain ( incerta ),  I think  muft  have  been  ftruck  by  one  or  other  of  them,  for 
the  following  reafons : firft,  becaufe  this  king  Sauromates  is  the  only  prince  of 
the  whole  Bofphoric  Dynafty  (whofe  coins  are  known)  that  affumes  the  laurel 
crown  (See  the  medal  given  in  the 
margin  from  Plate  IV.  fig.  8),  which 
feems  to  have  been  always  appropriated 
to  the  lords  paramount,  the  Roman 
Caefars,  or  the  Bofphoric  money,  while 
the  tributary  king  confiantly  appears 
with  the  regal  fillet,  or  diadem,  round  his  head.  Now  this  boldnefs  perfectly 
agrees  with  the  account  that  we  have  from  Conftantine  Porphyrogenitus,  that 
Sauromates  IV.  and  V.  had  thrown  off  the  Roman  yoke,  and  fet  the  Ctefars  at 
defiance. — Secondly,  becaufe  we  do  not  find  (as  on  the  other  Bofphoric  coins 
in  general)  the  head  of  a Roman  Emperor  on  the  reverfe ; but  in  its  place 
a martial  figure,  indicating  the  independent  military  force  of  the  reigning 
prince. 
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XXXIVth  King.  — SAUROMATES  V. 

This  prince,  fome  years  after  the  acceffion  of  Conftantine  to  the  Imperial 
throne,  attacked  the  Cherfonites,  to  revenge  the  difgrace  and  captivity  of  his 
grandfather,  Rhefcuporis;  but  he  was  beaten,  and  obliged  to  fix,  by  the 
oath  of  himfelf  and  his  chieftains,  the  boundaries  qf  the  two  countries,  which 
they  were  never  to  pafs  (poffibly  not  to  go  beyond  the  city  of  Theodofia,  or 
Caffa,  the  ufual  limit,  as  fhewn  in  the  Tour). 


XXXVth  King.  — RHESCUPORIS  V. 


There  are  feveral  coins  of  this  prince.  The  firft  given  by  Mr.  Cary  wants 
his  name,  which  is  effaced  on  this  brafs  medal  in  the  Pembroke  collection  ; 
although,  from  the  date,  it  muft  either  belong  to  him  or  his  predeceffor, 
Sauromates  Y.  which  is  not  fo  probable. 

Plate  IV.  fig.  6. 

Obverfe  : The  head  of  Rhefcuporis  V.  in  all 
probability,  judging  from  the  date. 

Legend ; BACIAEI2C 

Reverfe  : A head  wearing  a radiated  crown,  with  the  Greek  letters  XH  below 
it,  608  of  the  Bofphoric,  or  1065  of  the  Roman  aera,  and  the  feventh  of 
Conftantine. 

A fecond,  in  the  cabinet  of  Mr.  de  Lifle. 

Plate  IV.  fig.  7. 

Obverfe  : The  head  of  Rhefcuporis,  with  a 
trident  before  it ; and  encircled,  as  ufual,  with  a 
fillet,  or  diadem. 

Legend  : BACIAEiiC  FHXKOrno  .... 

Reverfe : The  head  of  Conftantine  the  great,  crowned  with  laurel ; belovr 
it  the  date  21X,  616  of  the  Bofphoric,  or  1073  of  the  Roman  lera. 


In 
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In  the  King  of  France’s  cabinet  there  is  another  brafs  medal,  exa&ly  the  fame, 
except  Tome  unknown  fymbol  before  the  head  of  Conftantine  ; with  the  date 
HIX,  6 1 8 of  the  Bofphoric  aera,  or  1075  °f  ^ie  Roman. 

A third,,  in  the  fame  cabinet,  differs  in  nothing  but  the  date  KX,  620  of  the 
Bofphoric,  or  T077  of  the  Roman  sera. 

In  the  Travels  of  Mottray  we  fee  another,  with  the  date  AKX,  621  of  the 
Bofphoric,  or  1078  of  the  Roman  sera. 

In  tire  Pembroke  collection  there  is  a brafs  medal,  with  the  head  of  Rhef- 
cuporis  on  one  fide,  and  Conftantine  on  the  other;  before  whom  there  is  an 
eredt  figure  holding  up  the  right  hand  ; and  the  date  BK.X,  622  of  the  Bofphoric 
aera,  or  1079  of  the  Roman. 

Mr.  Pellerin  has  likewife  a brafs  medal,  with  the  heads  of  the  fame  king  and 
Emperor,  and  the  date  AKX,  624  of  the  Bofphoric  aera,  equal  to  1081  of  the- 
Roman. 

And,.laftl’y,  there  is  mention  made  of  a medal  of  Rhefcuporis  in  Mr.  Peirefc’s 
manufcript  belonging  to  Mr.  Boze,  with  the  date  MX ; which  would  prove  (if 
corredt)  that  this  prince  reigned  till  the  640th  year  of  the  Bofphoric  aera,  or 
the  1097  th  of  the  Roman,  the  lateft  date  that  we  find  on  any  Bofphoric  - 
coin- 


XXXVIth  andlaft  King  of  the  Bofphorus.  — SAUROMATES  VI. 

We  have  no  coins  of  this-  laft  prince;  and  all  we  know  of  him  is,  that  L is - 
imprudence  reduced  the  antie.nt  kingdom  of  Bofphorus  to  a province  of  the- 
republic  of  Cherfon  ; though,  probably,  by  the  help  of  the  Romans,  who 
could  not  be  pleafed  with  the  independent  pretenfions  of  the  later  Eoiphoric 
kings,  who  feemed  to  fet  their  power  at  defiance;  and  poffibly  might  have 
maintained  their  independence  by  their  maritime  force  2,7  againft  thofe  haughty 


a,7  The  maritime  force  of  the  Bofphorus  feems  to  have  been  the  greateft  in  the  Etvxine  : ' and  we 
obferve  the  very  laft  king  of  it  who  (truck  money  carrying  on  his  coin  the  trident  of  Neptune,  or 
the  emblem  of  maritime  fuperiority,  in  the  year  620  of  the  Bofphoric  ara,  while  his  lord  para- 
mount, Conftantine  the  Great,  on  the  reverfe  of  the  fame  medal,  is  without  it  3 and,  indeed,  we 
never  hear  ol  a Roman  fleet  in  the  Euxine  after  Hadrian. 

C c c 


conquerors,: 


O’ 
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conquerors,  had  they  not  always  had  in  their  neighbourhood  a Formidable  land 
enemy  m the  powerful  Cherfonites,  ever  obedient  to  the  nod  of  Caefar,  when 
the  humiliation  or  deftrudtion  of  their  natural  rival  was  in  queftion  ; and  it  was 
b\  that  republic  that  they  at  lair  fell,  in  the  following  manner,  as  related  by  the 
Imperial  hiflorian  Conftantme  Porphyrogenitus. 

Sauromates YI.  enraged  at  the  difafters 
brought  on  his  predeeeflors  by  the  Cher- 
fonires,  refufed  to  abide  by  the  limits  pre- 
ferred to  Sauromates  V.  and  made  pre- 
parations to  retake  the  part  of  this  an- 
tient  kingdom  which  he  declared  had  been 
imjuftly  wreffed  from  that  king. 

For  this  purpofe  he  raifed  an  army,  and  marched  againft  the  republic  ; but 
the  Cherfonite  chief,  named  Pharnaces  (an  ominous  and  treacherous  name  to 
the  Bofphoric  kings),  up'  er  pretence  of  faving  the  effufion  of  blood,  offer- 
ed to  decide  the  quarrel  by  fingle  com- 
bat, which  the  high  fpirit  of  Sauromates  did 
not  permit  him  to  refufe  ; and,  as  the  traitor 
had  ordered  that  his  army  fhould  fet  up  a 
loud  fhout  the  moment  the  king’s  back 
was  turned  to  it,  the  ftratagem  had  the  defired  effedl  of  making  him  turn  his 
head  to  fee  what  was  the  matter  ; which  gave  Pharnaces  an  opportunity  of 
plunging  his  fword  into  his  body,  and,  by  the  conditions  of  this  daftardly  duel, 
reducing  the  Bofphorus  to  a province  of  the  republic,  d hus  ended  the  third 
and  laft  Dynafty  of  the  kings  of  the  Bofphorus,  with  the  independence  of  the 
country;  for  an  unfuccefsful  attempt  afterwards  made,  by  one  of  the  name  of 
Afander,  only  ended  in  his  own  ruin  with  that  of  his  fon. 

Mr.  Cary  fi n i fives  his  work  by  giving  three  more  Bofphoric  medals,  which  he 
fiiles  incerta , not  being  able  to  determine  by  which  prince  they  were  ftruck. 
One  I have  already  copied,  as  the  head  of  Sauromates  IV.  for  reafons  then 
affigned  ; and  the  other  two  are  given  in  the  margin  of  this  page,  in  cafe  future 
difeoveries  fhould  throw  light  on  the  lubjedt. 
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CONCLUSION 

GF  THE 

BOSPHORIC  HISTORY:: 


BY  THE  EDITOR. 


THUS  fell  the  kingdom  of  Bofphorus,  after  a lapfe  of  near  eight  hundred 
years,  a vidiim  to  the  Roman  maxim.  Divide  and  govern ; but  in  this  inftance 
the  Caefars  were  the  dupes  of  their  own  politics,  in  fupporting  Cherfon  .againft 
a regal  Rate  that  furnifhed  a barrier  between  the  barbarians  and  the  Roman 
provinces,  which  were  quickly  ravaged  by  the  Goths  after  they  got  pofteflion 
of  the  feeble  fallen  Cimmerian  Bofphorus. 

Their  firft  maritime  expedition  was  directed  againft  the  neareft  Roman 
fettlement  of  Pytius,  which  they  took  and  ranfacked,  and  then  failed  to  the 
rich  city  of  Trapezius,  now  Trebifond,  which  they  took  by  afiault  in  the  dead 
of  night,  notwithftanding  its  flrong  fortifications,  and  a numerous  garrifon 
of  degenerate  Romans,  who  might  have  held  it  againft  a whole  nation  of  bar- 
barians, had  they  not  flept  fecure  in  its  ftrength,  and  fled  through  the  oppoftte 
gate  as  foon  as  the  Goths  made  an  entrance. 

C c c 3 Tite 
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The  antient  kingdom  of  Bithynia  was  their  next  prey,  with  its  rich  capital 
Nicomedia1’8,  and  the  manv  famous  cities  mentioned  by  Pliny,  minifter  of 
Trajan,  in  the  Xth  Book  of  his  Letters  when  governor  of  tliofe  countries#- 
Nicea,  Prufa,  Sinope,  Sec. 

In  their  third  expedition,  with  500  fail,  they  paffed  through  the  Thracian 
■Bofphorus ; and,  after  taking  in  their  way  the  antient  city  of  Cyzicus,  fituated 
on  the  ifland  of  that  name  (where  our  unfortunate  Scythian  philofopher 
Anacharfis  learned  the  Grecian  rites,  which  coft  him  his  life  on  his  return), 
carried  fire  and  fword  into  antient  Greece,  which  they  entered  by  fealing 
■the  famous  wall,  built  in  better  times,  clofe  "by  the  Athenian  port  of  Pi  re, 
and  which  formerly,  when  kept  in  repair,  ferved  as  a bulwark,  not  only 
to  the  Attic  capital,  but  to  the  whole  republic,  againft  maritime  attacks  ; yet 
in  its  neglected  ftate  proved  a feeble  obftacle  to  the  furious  Goths,  who  ravaged 
the  clafiic  peninfula,  and  would  probably  have  made  even  Italy  tremble,  if  the 
infamous  Emperor  Gallienus  had  not  been  roufed  from  his  ignoble  Both  by 
their  fuccefs,  and  flown  to  its  relief  with  the  flower  of  the  Roman  legions, 
'which  obliged  them  to  return  home,  ravaging  the  coaft  of  Troy  in  their 
jetrograde  voyage,  though  their  force  in  fetting  out  was  at  moll  only  1 5,000 II9, 


at3  Nicomedia  became  afterwards  the  refidence  of  Diocletian  and  fome  of  his  fucccflTors,  an 
again  fprung  up  from  its  gothic  allies  to  a great  and  opulent  city. 

219  The  Camara,  or  Euxine  velfels,  mentioned  by  Strabo  and  Tacitus,  were  open  barbs  built 
without  iron  (as  the  Rudians  are  to  this  day),  which  had  only  an  occalional  doping  cover  (rather 
than  a deck)  put  up  in  bad  weather  by  the  tailors ; and  carried  25  or  30  foldiers  at  molt;  nay 
this  was  llill  the  cafe  even  in  the  middle  ages,  when  the  Ruffians  dtted  out  iuck  large  fleets  from 
the  Dnieper  againft  Coiiltantinople,  where  2,000  fail  is  talked  of;  but  they  were  only  Lo  ikies  (in 
the  language  of  Rutlia),  or  Monoxyles  (as  Cond.  Porphyrogeniius  called  them),  made  out  of  one 
tree , with  ffielving  planks  fixed  to  their  gunnel,  which  at  mod  dtted  them  to  contain  if  or  30 
men.  But  we  afterwards  hear  of  the  Goths  and  their  allies  embarking  320,000  men  in  2,000 
vcflels  (according  to  Trebellius  Pollion  in  his  Life  of  Augudus)  from  the  Dnic  der,  againd  the 
Roman  empire;  and  in  6.,ooo  barks  according  to  Zouaras,  whom  Montefquieu  follows,  the  fame 
army,  defeated  by  the  Emperor  Claudius,  320,000  flrong  at  the  battle  of  N'ailfus,  A.  D.  269, 
which  gained  him  the  cognomen  of  Gothicus.  If  the  Emperor  was  exaft  in  the  number  of  320,000 
mentioned  in  his  letter  to  the  Senate,  dill  in  exiftence,  then  Montefquieu  was  right  in  prefering 
.the  6,000  barks  of  Zouaras  to  the  2,000  of  Pollion,  which  could  have  held  but  a part  of  fuck 
■an  army." 


Such. 
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Such  was  the  fuperiority  of  bold  vigorous  barbarians  over  effeminate  polifhed 
men,  till  the  difcovery  of  gunpowder  levelled  human  ftrength. 

In  agreeing  with  Mr. Gibbon,  that  the  fall  of  the  kingdom  of  Bofphorus  was 
one  ot  the  many  caufes  which  contributed  to  the  fall  of  the  Roman  empire,  I 
muff  take  the  liberty  of  corrcdling  a little  inaccuracy  of  that  celebrated  and 
elegant  hiftorian,  when  he  fpeaks  of  the  Goths  being  mailers  of  the  Bofphorus, 
and  employing  its  fleet  againft  the  Roman  fettlements,  in  or  before  the  reign  cf 
Gallienus , who,  he  informs  us,  drove  them  from  Greece  in  their  third  expe- 
dition, fitted  out  from  the  Taurida,  as  the  two  former  were  from  the  Bofphorus*. 
Now  this  muff  be  a miffake  ; as  I fhall  at  the  end  of  this  article  give  a feries  of 
Eofphoric  kings  of  the  fame  Dynaffy  down  to  Conffantine  the  great,  bearing 
the  heads  of  the  Roman  Emperors  in  fucceflion  on  the  reverfe  of  their  coins,  as 
lords  paramount  of  the  kingdom.  Rhefcuporis  IV.  king  of  Bofphorus,  was 
cotemporary  with  Gallienus,  whofe  head  is  on  the  reverfe  of  his  coin,  joined 
with  his  colleague  Odenathus  of  Palmyra  on  one  ; but  he  is  alone  on  another, 
ffruck  in  the  1097th  year  of  Rome,  and  the  640th  of  the  Bofphoric  asra,  or  77 
years  after  the  date  of  the  laft  of  the  Bofphoric  medals  of  Gallienus,  who  was 
killed  in  the  268th  year  of  the  chriftian  asra.  Mr.  Gibbon  then,  in  the  mul- 
tiplicity of  materials  which  he  had  to  colled!  for  his  learned  hiftory,  muff  have 
made  a miffake  in  the  epoch  when  the  Goths  took  poffeflion  of  the  kingdom  of 
Bofphorus,  and  made  ufe  of  its  fleet  to  attack  the  Roman  empire.  When  they 
did  conquer  it  I have  not  afeertained  ; but  it  is  very  probable.,  that  it  may  have 
been  foon  after  it  became  fubjedl  to  the  Cherfonefe  republic,  which  feems  to  have 
happened  in  the  reign  of  Conffantine  the  great,  or  about  that  period. 

The  Goths,  however,  feem  to  have  been  in  poffeflion  of  at  leaft  a part  of  the 
Taurida  fo  early  as  the  reign  of  Gallienus,  and  their  attack  on  Pytius,  Trebifond, 
&c. ; and  I have  little  doubt  that  all  the  three  expeditions  were  fitted  out  from 
the  ports  in  the  centre  of  the  peninfula ; although  the  two  extremities,  containing 
the  republic  of  Cherfon  on  the  Weft  fide,  and  the  kingdom  of  Bofphorus  on 
the  Eaft,  were  ftill  both  in  poffeflion  of  the  antient  proprietors  till  long  after 
the  four  maritime  expeditions  of  the  Goths  from  the  Euxine  ; the  laft  of  which, 
as  faid  in  my  note,  was  in  the  time  of  Claudius,  long  before  the  fall  of  the 
Bofphorus ; fo  that,  it  feems,  the  authentic  Annals  of  that  antient  kingdom, 
drawn  from  its  Meclallic  hiftory,  were  not  known  to  our  learned  countryman  at 

the 
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the  time  when  he  wrote  the  article  which  I have  taken  the  liberty  to  correct, 
having  made  thofe  countries  my  particular  ftudy  for  many  years ; a thing 
fcarcely  poffible  for  that  excellent  hiftorian  to  have  done  amid  the  multifarious 
objedfs  of  his  attention. 

[Here  follow  a feries  of  Coins  of  the  Bofphoric  Kings,  and  other  antient 
Medals  introduced  in  the  preceding  pages  ] 
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KINGS  OF  BOSPHORUS.  Plate  I. 
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Plate  III. 
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ANTIENT  MEDALS. 


Plate  V, 
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CATALOGUE  of  the  COINS  of  the  Bos- 
fhoric  KINGS,  with  the  Names  of  the 
Roman  CAESARS  on  the  Reverfe  ; the 
Length  of  each  Reign  ; the  Date  of  the 
Bosphoric  ASra  marked  on  them,  com 
pared  with  the  Roman  ; and,  laftly,  the 
Number  given  here  from  the  Cabinets  of 
Europe,  as  coined  by  each  Prince. 


The  Firft  Dynafty  were,  the  Archaeanaftides,  about  48/ 
years  before  Chrift,  and  the  267th  year  of  Rome. 

The  Second  Dynafty  began  with 


2. 


3- 

4* 

5* 

6. 

7- 

8. 


Sparfcacus  I. 
Seleucus 
Spartacus  II. 
Satyrus 
Leucon 


20 


Of  thefe  fix  Kings  no  Coins  have  as 
yet  been  found,  nor  of  two  or  three 
more,  though  their  names  are  men 
tioned  in  this  Catalogue  to  give  a com- 
plete view  of  the  whole  feries  of  Bof- 
phoric  Princes  known  to  hiftory,  as 
, will  be  feen  by  a blank  left  in  the 
Spartacus  III.  [_column  of  medals.  5 

Letter  L. 

Pierifades  I.  is  the  firft  Prince  whofe  Coins  are  known 

Emulus 

N.B.  His  two  brothers  (Satyrus  II.  and  Prytanis)  both 
mounted  the  throne  for  a fhort  time  before  him  : 
although  Mr.  Cary  has  only  regiftered  the  fuc- 
cefsful  ufurpcr,  who  conquered  his  brothers. 

9.  Spartacus  IV.  who  died  289  years  before  Chrift  . 

A blank  in  the  Bofphoric  hiftory  of  1 70  years. 

10.  Paerifades  II.  dethroned  by  Mithridates'  .... 


The  Third  Dynafty  began  with 
Letter  LI. 

11.  Mithridates  tire  Great,  furnamed  Eupator,  who 
mounted  the  throne  1 15  years  before  Chrift.  . . . 

N.  B.  All  the  reft  of  the  Bofphoric  Kings  are  in  the 
Supplement  to  the  hiftory  of  that  kingdom. 
Pharnaces,  his  traitorous  fon,  63  years  before  Chrift  14 

Afander,  48  before  Chrift 3.3 

Scribonius,  14  before  Chrift ; about  2 

Polemon,  12  before  Chrift  3 about 

Sauromates  I.  about 

Rhefcuporis  I . 

Polemon  II.  A.  D.  38 .' 

Mithridates  II.  A.  D.  42 


12. 

i3- 

14. 

15- 

16. 

17- 

18. 

19. 


fd 

o 

3 

W 

3 

fe 


Names  of  the  Roman 
Emperors  their  Lords 
Paramount,  appearing 
on  the  Reverfe  of  the 
Bofphoric  Coins  in 
general. 


3°9 


46.5 


3 26 

33. 


639 


691 

706 

7 +° 

742 

782 

737 

791 

795 


1 Conf.  Pompey. 
i Auguflus. 

Auguftus. 

1 ’Auguftus. 

3|Auguftus  and  Tiberius. 
3 Tiberius  and  Caligula. 

■ Caligula  and  Claudius. 

2 Claudius. 
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CATALOGUE  of  the  COINS  of  the  Bos- 
phoric  KINGS,  with  the  Names  of  the 
Roman  CiESARS  on  the  Reverfe  ; the 
Length  of  each  Reign ; the  Date  of  the 
Bosphoric  tEra  marked  on  them,  com- 
pared with  the  Roman  ; and,  laftly,  the 
Number  given  here  from  the  Cabinets  ofj^1 
Europe,  as  coined  by  each  Prince. 


w 

tr 

o 


£.  & 


20.  Cotys  I.  A.  D.  49  ...  . 

21.  Rhefcuporis  II.  A.  D.  83 


i 

&l 

5 


34  359 


4* 

22.  Sauromates  II.  .......  |i8 

23.  Cotys  II.  

24.  Rhoemetalces,  A.  D.  132  .......  ..... 

25.  Eupator  < 


26.  Sauromates  III 

This  Prince  probably  had  a colleague ; as,  a king 

named  Pepaepiraeus  appears  on  the  Reverie  of  one 
of  his  Coins. 

27.  Rhefcuporis  III.  


28.  Cotys  III. . 

29.  Ininthimevus,  not  quite 

30.  Rhefcuporis  IV,  . . . . 


Teiranes,  apparently  about 
Thothorles  ......... 


3 1. 

32* 

33* 

34* 

35. 

3< 5.  Sauromates  VI.  the  laft  King  ; probably  about 


Sauromates  IV 

Sauromates  V.  about  A.  D.  3 10 
Rhefcuporis  V . 


380 
422 
404 
426 
428 
428 
445 
45  2 
467 

477 

5°! 


5" 

521 

529 

53° 

53 

S3 

S63 


Names  of  the  Roman 
Emperors  their  Lords 
Paramount,  appearing 
on  the  Reverfe  of 
the  Bofphoric  Coins 
in  general. 


802 

836 
878 
86 
883 
885 
885 
902 
909 
924 
934 
95  8 


968 

978 

986 

987 

988 
988 

1020 


573U030 

593>o50 
599I1056 
600,1057 
608  1065 
640  1097 
645  1102 


Nero  and  Agrippina,  hi* 
mother. 

Domitian. 

Trajan  and  Hadrian. 
Hadrian. 

Hadrian  and  Anto.  Pius. 

Anton.  Pius,  M.  Aure- 
lius, and  Lucius' Verus. 
Commodus,  Sept.  Se- 
verus,  and  Caracalla. 


Caracalla  and  Alexander 
Se  verus. 

Alexander  Severus. 

Alexander  Severus. 
Alex.  Severus  and  Gor- 
dian. Pius,  Philippus, 
Decius,Gallus,  HolUl. 
Gallienus,  and  Ode- 
nathus. 

Probus. 


Dioclcfian. 

Dioclefian. 

Conftantine  the  Great. 
Contlantine  the  Great. 

In  this  year  the  kingdom 
fell,  and  became  a 
province  of  Cherlbn. 


N.  B.  The  Bofphoric  JEra  and  that  of  the  Kingdom  of  Pontus  were  the  fame j as  the 
ftrft  followed  the  computation  of  the  laft  on  all  its  Coins. 
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CATALOGUE 


Of  the  ANTIENT  MEDALS  inferted  in  Mrs.  GUTHRIE’S  TOUR  to 
the  EUXINE;  with  References  to  the  Letters  wherein  they  are  employed 
to  illuftrate  the  Text. 

REGAL  COINS. 

The  feries  of  Coins  ftruck  by  the  Kings  of  Bofphorus,  furprizingly  complete 
for  a country  fo  little  known,  being  44  in  number,  have  been  given  in  our 
preceding  pages ; fo  that  we  have  only  to  mark  here  the  pofition  of  the  firft 
two,  viz.  that  of 

Pee ri fades  I.  in  Letter  L.  where  the  Bofphoric hiftory  begins;  and 
the  great 

Mithridates  Eupator,  in  Letter  LII. ; all  the  others,  as  faid  above, 
being  given  together  in  the  Prates. 

One  more  Regal  Medal  is  given  in  Letter  VII.  Cotys  V.  king  of 
Thrace,  the  friend  of  Ovid  in  his  exile. 

AUTONOMATIC  COINS  op  free  Greek  Cities. 

Letter 

LVII.  Phanagoria,  the  capital  of  the  ifland  of  the  fame  name.  Plate 
vii.  fig.  1. 

Miletus,  in  Caria. 

Its  Temple  of  Apollo  Didymenos.  Plate  vm.  fig.  6. 

F F p 


LXXVI. 

Ibid. 


LXXVII. 
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Letter 

LXXVII. 

Ibid. 

Ibid. 

Ibid. 

Ibid. 

Ibid. 

LXXXV. 

LXXXVIII. 

LXXXIX. 

Tomb  at  the  mouth  of  the  Danube,  Ovid’s  prifon. 

Iftripolis,  in  the  fame  country. 

Mefembria. 

Apollonias. 

Kallata. 

Byzantium. 

Sinope,  three  coins. 

Diofcurios,  or  Sebaftapolis,  the  famous  Colchis  mart. 
Panticapeos,  the  capital  of  the  Bofphorus,  eleven  coins  while  a 
free  city,  before  its  erection  into  a kingdom. 

Ibid. 

xc. 

Cherfon,  the  capital  of  the  famous  Tauric  republic,  two  coins. 
Olbio,  or  Olbiopolis,  the  great  Scythio-Grecian  mart  on  the 
Dnieper,  or  Boryfthenes,  three  coins  from  Pellerin,  and  two 
from  the  cabinet  of  Baron  Afh,  here. 

XCI. 

Ibid. 

Ibid. 

Ibid. 

Ibid. 

Ibid. 

Ibid. 

Chalcedonia. 

Heraclea,  in  Pontus,  two  coins. 
A fourth  coin  of  Sinope. 
Cromna. 

Amaftris,  two  coins. 

Amifus,  two  coins. 

Amafia. 

XCII. 

Ibid. 

IMPERIAL  COINS. 

Trapezus,  afterwards  Trebifond. 

Tripolis,  in  Pontus,  a medal  of  Trajan,  flruck  there  after  the 
Roman  conquefl. 

[Ibid. 

Amafia,  a medal  of  Commodus. 
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REFERENCE 

Of  the  Bosphoric  Medals  to  the  Plates  in  the  Margin  of  this  TOUR. 

Plate  I. 


Fig. 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 


Paerifades  I. 

Mithridates  Eupator. 
Pharnaces. 

Afander,  as  Archontos. 
Afander,  as  King. 
Polemon  I. 

Sauromates  I. 


10 

1 1 


12. 


Rhefcuporis  I. 


Plate  II. 


i . Polemon  II. 

2 * 1 Mithridates  II. 
3-  J 


4.  Cotys  I.  of  Bofphorus. 

5.  Rhefcuporis  II. 

6’\ 

7*  ( Sauromates  II. 

8J 


9- 
10. 
1 !• 


12. 


Cotys  II. 
Rhcemetalces, 


Plate  III 
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1. 

2. 

3* 

4- 

5- 

6. 

7- 

8. 

9- 
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i. 


2. 


3- 

4- 

5- 

6. 

7- 

8. 


9- 


io. 


Plate  III. 

| Rhcemetalces  (the  laft  three  coins  of  the  fame  prince). 

| Eupator. 

► Sauromates  III. 

Rhefcuporis  III. 

Plate  IV. 

Cotys  III. 

Ininthimevus. 

Rhefcuporis  IV. 

Teiranes. 

Thothorfes. 

| Rhefcuporis  V. 

Sauromates  VI. 

| Incerta. 

Cotys  V.  king  of  Thrace,  and  the  friend  of  Ovid  in  Ins  exile. 


ii. 
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REMARKS 


On  some  Scythian  and  Bosphoric  Antiques  discovered  in  the 

Empire  of  Russia. 


The  rude  grotefque  figures  fent  down  hither  fome  years  ago  by  Prince 
Potemkin,  and  which  I have  lately  found  {landing  in  an  open  court-yard, 
negledled  and  forgotten  fince  the  death  of  that  General  (who  alone  among  the 
Great  feemed  to  take  an  intereft  in  the  antient  hiflory  of  the  provinces  conquered 
from  the  Turks  on  the  Euxine),  hive  attradled  my  attention,  as  well  as  the 
antique  marble  column  difcovered  by  the  Field-Marfhal  Count  SuworoflF,  in 
the  Cuban  ; as  they  all  appear  curious  monuments  of  remote,  though  not  claffic 
antiquity,  unlefs  the  Marfhal’s  pillar  fhould  turn  out  to  be  (what  I fhall  prove 
poffible,  and  that  is  all)  a famous  antique  monument  once  erefted  in  the  very 
country  where  this  was  found  ; for,  in  that  cafe,  it  muft  commemorate  an  event 
celebrated  by  the  eloquence  of  Demofthenes ; though,  in  all  probability,  the 
record  was  made  in  a language  now  loll,  as  I fhall  fhow  when  we  come  to 
examine  the  Cuban  column,  after  fpeaking  of  the  rough  Scythian  hatues  fent 
down  by  the  Prince. 


/. 
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The  Scythian  or  Tartar  Statues  are  four  in  number  (two  more  are  fince  added), 
rudely  chifleled  out  of  as  many  blocks  of  a very  coarfe-grained  fand-done,  and 
of  more  than  gothic  workmanfhip.  A confiderable  portion  of  each  block  is  left 
in  its  natural  Hate  below  the  lculptured  figure,  in  order  to  be  funk  in  the 
ground  and  fupport  the  figure  in  an  upright  pofition,  like  the  Roman  Termini 
and  Priapi ; and  it  is  thus  that  they  are  frequently  feen  in  the  deferts  of  Scythia, 
more  efpecially  on  the  Kourgans,  or  conic  tumuli,  fcattered  over  it,  exactly 
refembling  thofe  mentioned  by  all  travellers  who  have  vifited  the  renowned 
plain  of  Troy;  which  fihows  this  fpecies  of  primitive  tombs  to  be  of  high 
antiquity,  although  the  Scythians  feem  to  be  the  only  people  who  have 
decorated  them  with  the  rude  datues  of  their  ancedors  or  heroes.  I mull, 
however,  acknowledge,  that  this  decifion  is  fcarcely  founded,  as  certainly  fuch 
objects  of  refpeCt  to  a particular  race  of  men  may  be  preferved  for  many  ages 
in  deferts  only  frequented  by  the  fame  hordes  (for  Ilook  upon  the  Scythians  and 
Tartars  as  only  different  names  for  the  fame  people),  while  in  populous 
countries,  which  have  frequently  changed  mafters,  very  little  refpecd  would  be 
paid  to  fuch  barbarous  reprefentations  of  the  human  form,  had  they  even 
originally  crowned  the  Trojan  tumuli,  which  the  learned  prefident  of  the 
Antiquarian  Society,  Mr.  Bryant,  thinks  were  ereCted  by  the  Thracians, 
long  before  the  fubjeCt  of  Homer’s  Song,  or  even  the  foundation  of  haughty 
Ilium. 

That  all  the  four  have  been  intended  to  reprefent  females,  is  evident  from 
their  head-dreffes,  necklaces,  and  breads,  however  badly  they  are  otherways 
executed,  and  damaged  by  time  and  the  loofe  texture  of  the  done. 

Plate  II.  fig.  i — Reprefents  a naked  female  figure  fitting  on  a done;  while 
the  three  others  are  clad  in  a fhort  garb  reaching  only  a little  below  the  knee, 
like  the  drefs  that  we  dill  fee  worn  by  fome  Finnifh  women  over  a petticoat, 
which  a cold  climate  feems  to  have  added  to  the  antient  habiliment  in  this 
latitude.  She  has  a mondrous  projecting  face  without  any  head-drefs ; but, 
to  make  amends  for  that  deficiency,  both  her  neck  and  naked  thighs  are  fully 

ornamented. 


flair  IT  to  face  406 


APPENDIX, 


407 


ornamented,  the  flrft  with  a crofs  chain,  which  fufpends  a round  metal  plate 
on  each  bread:,  like  what  we  fee  fome  Finnifh  women  wear  to  this  day  in  the 
fame  manner;  and  the  thighs  are  covered  with  eroded  ribbons,  or  flraps,  from 
the  hip  to  the  knee. 

Her  hair  hangs  down  her  back  in  one  trefs,  which  marks  the  unmarried  date 
in  Ruffia,  as  formerly  in  Rome  (together  with  the  lingle  vittae  of  the  Antients, 
of  narrow  riband,  round  her  head) ; and,  ladly,  fhe  holds  in  a moll  awkward 
manner,  with  both  hands,  a fpecies  of  cup  below  her  belly,  fomewhat  in  the 
dhape  of  a flattened  dice-box. 

This  is  the  only  Scythian  Statue  that  I have  feen  where  no  part  of  the  block 
is  left  to  enter  the  ground  and  keep  it  drm  and  ere6l ; indeed,  the  bottom  is 
made  large  and  flat  on  purpofe  to  ftand  above  the  furface,  inftead  of  being 
buried  in  the  earth,  like  the  others,  to  the  depth  of  fome  feet. 

Fig.  2 — Wears  a kind  of  high  bonnet,  like  what  the  Ruffian  women  call  a 
kakofhnick  ; having  her  hair  done  up  in  a roll,  and  placed  in  a circle  round 
her  face,  between  it  and  the  bonnet,  from  which  a veil  hangs  down  her  back, 
divided  into  three  lappels,  juft  as  we  fee  the  Ruffian  married  women  {fill  dreffied 
in  fome  provinces  of  this  vaft  empire.  On  her  neck  fhe  has  a double  row  of 
beads,  or  fomething  of  that  kind,  and  in  her  hands  the  ulual  cup  held  under 
her  belly. 

Fig.  3 — Wears  a head-drefs  fomething  lower  than  Fig.  2,  with  a veil  falling 
from  it  on  her  fhoulders ; and  a necklace,  evidently  meant  to  reprefent  precious 
flones,  cut  into  a lozenge-form  in  the  Oriental  manner ; below  this  fingle  row 
hang  two  others,  poffibly  meant  for  gold  chains  (if  the  bead  form  is  not  effaced 
by  time) ; while  her  back  is  ornamented  with  ftraps,  or  ribands,  eroding  each 
other  at  right  angles.  The  cup  is  held  in  the  ufual  manner. 

Fig.  4 — Is  reprefented  in  a kind  of  low  round  hat,  or  bonnet,  and  a veil, 
with  two  rows  of  chain  or  beads  about  the  neck  ; and  breafts  evidently  intended 
for  thofe  of  a woman.  This  figure  and  all  the  others  have  fmall  misfhapen 
legs,  without  any  veftige  of  feet,  poffibly  broken  oft’  in  a lapfe  of  ages. 

Modern  tradition  fays,  that  the  cup  held  with  the  two  hands  by  each  of  thefe 
Statues120  was  intended  for  receiving  alms  from  the  paffing  Nomade ; and 

that 


I;0  Ammianus  Marcellinus  fpeaks  of  thefe  very  fame  Statues  in  the  fifth  century;  which,  he 
fays,  are  true  reprefentations  of  the  Hunnijh  face ; and,  as  he  wrote  much  about  the  time  of  the 
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that  both  in  antient  Scythia,,  and  the  more  modern  pagan  Tartary,  the 
facerdotal  order  had  no  other  revenue  than  the  voluntary  offerings  of  their 
pious  countrymen  ; there  is,  however,  one  circumffance  that  makes  me  doubt 
whether  they  could  be  intended  for  begging-boxes ; which  is,  that  only  one 
of  the  four  is  fitted  to  receive  anything;  for  the  other  three,  inftead  of  being 
hollow,  are  folid  maffes  of  ffone,  in  a veffel  or  cup  form. 

In  iliort,  the  whole  fubje<5t  feems  wrapped  in  the  darknefs  of  remote  an- 
tiquity ; fo  that  I regard  myfelf  as  rather  a bold  man,  to  have  hazarded  the 
few  conje6Iures  above  thrown  out ; and  fhall  venture  no  more,  till  fome  farther 
light  is  thrown  on  the  fubjedt  by  new  difcoveries ; in  the  mean  time,  fhould 
any  thing  faid  here  be  applicable  to  your  antique  grotefque  ffatues  ffanding  on 
the  banks  of  the  Donetz2  ’,  which  I fufpedl  to  be  the  work  of  the  fame  rude 


ravages  of  thofe  barbarians  in  Europe  under  Attila  in  447,  their  marked  features  mud  have  been 
well  known  to  liim. 

The  Engl  111)  Monk  Rubruqnis  likewife  mentions  them  during  his  holy  million  in  Tartary,  about 
the  year  1253  ; and.  particularly  notices  the  little  veffels  held  by  each  figure  in  both  hands  dole  to 
the  belly. 

121  Tliefe  remarks  were  originally  fent  to  Sir  Charles  Galcoignr,  then  at  his  cannon  foundery 
of  Lngan,  on  the  Donetz  : and  on  his  return  to  Peterlburg  he  brought  with  him  two  drawings  of 
the  rude  Scythian  Statues  found  in  that  quarter,  which  appear  to  be  naked  female  figures,  exa&ly 
■refembling  thofe  already  deferibed  [Sec  fig.  3 and  6]  y but  the  information  received  from 
Mr.  Gafcoigne  relative  to  where  they  are  found  is  interefting. 

They  are  always  found  placed  on  the  top  of  the  Kourgans,  or  conic  tumuli,  which  are  fcattered 
over  the  Stepts,  or  graffy  plains,  in  fucli  a manner  that  my  friend  Mr.  G.  is  of  opinion,  that  they 
mult  have  ferved  the  double  purpofe  of  fepulchres,  and  videttes,  or  watch  towers,  to  the  Scythian 
Nomades  who  fed  their  flocks  in  tliefe  plains,  to  guard  them  againft  any  fudden  attack  from 
their  hoftile  brethren,  who,  being  always  mounted,  make  an  irruption  into  a country  with  the 
fwiftnefs  and  deflruction  of  a torrent.  Thefe  conic  hillocks  are,  therefore,  always  placed  at  fuch 
diftances,  and  in  fuGh  fituations,  that  an enemy  mu  ft  be  inffantly  teen  from  them,  even  in  the 
occalional  hollows  which  fometimes  occur  in  the  Stepts;  for  Sir  Charles  particularly  remarked,, 
that  the  Kourgans  always  command  them  and  he  perceived  in  one  Kourgan  which  he  examined 
a fubterraneous  chamber,  which  lie  fufpefted.  might  have  ferved  as  a liable  to.conceal  the  horfes 
of  the  centinels  placed  there  ;.  with,  poflibly.,  die  man  off  guard,  who  might  fleep  while  the  other 
watched.  Mr..  Gafcoigne,  however,  is  by  noracans  fur.e  that.a  fimilar  fubterraneous  apartment,  or. 
cellar,  belongs  to  every  Kourgan  ; for  he  only  fpeaks  of  the  one  that  he  examined  w'ith  atten- 
tion, and  candidly  owns,  that  the  excavation  miglit  have  been  made  by  people  fearching  for 
treafure ; as  a popular  belief  exili*  in  that  country,  that  the  Scythians  buried  their  riches  with 
their  bodies,  which  feems  to  have  been  crue  in  fome  degree,  as  will  have  appeared  in  the 
Tov  a. 
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paftoral  cliiflel ; — I fay,  fhould  the  defcription  of  thefe  four  barbarous  figures 
coincide  in  any  degree  with  thofe  of  Lugan,  the  intention  in  fending  you  my 
hazarded  conjectures  will  be  fully  anfwered. 

A ferious  inquiry  into  the  origin  of  thofe  antient  Statues,  or  what  nation  they 
reprefent,  feems  worthy  the  attention  of  the  antiquary,  even  if  not  treating 
particularly  on  the  Euxine  provinces ; as  we  know  from  the  Byzantine  writers, 
as  well  as  from  the  evidence  of  Ammianus  Marcellinus,  quoted  before  in  a 
note,  that  they  exactly  reprefent  the  marked  countenance  of  the  Huns,  whofe 
bloody  ravages  and  devaluation  in  the  5 th  century  had  fo  great  a fhare  in  weak- 
ening the  Weftern  Roman  empire  ; which  ended  in  lefs  than  .40  years  after  the 
vifitation  of  Attila,  the  fcourge  of  God , as  he  was  emphatically  called. 

Thefe  Statues  then,  rude  as  they  are,  reprefent  to  the  convidlion  of  Pallas, 
and  of  every  other  intelligent  traveller,  the  Mongul  nation,  the  conquerors  of 
China,  India,  Ruffia,  &c.  in  different  ages ; of  which  the  Huns  appear  evi- 
dently to  have  been  a horde  inhabiting  thefe  deferts  on  the  Mteotis  and  Euxine 
at  the  time  of  their  eruption  into  Europe  ; a fadt  which  feems  confirmed  by  a 
tradition  fubfifting  among  their  defendants,  the  Calmouks,  fill  dwelling  in 
the  fame  graffy  plains ; who  fay,  that  a tribe  of  their  anceftors  called  in  their 
language  the  Olot  horde  (this,  by  the  by,  is  the  generic  name  of  the  whole 
Mongul  nation),  emigrated  antiently  to  the  Weftern  countries,  and  were  pro- 
bably the  Huns  of  the  Roman  authors,  notwithftanding  the  difference  of  name, 
which  proves  nothing,  as  the  civilized  nations  of  antiquity,  like  the  French 
till  very  lately,  never  condefcended  to  confult  barbarians  with  regard  to  their 
real  appellation,  which  they  often  could  not  eafily  pronounce,  but  gave  them  a 
new  name,  frequently  a contemptuous  one  taken  from  fomething  remarkable  in 
their  figure,  manners,  drefs,  arms,  or  adtions. 

They  have  all  the  broad,  flat,  Calmouk,  or  Mongul  face,  and  even  feme 
part  of  the  drefs  ftill  worn  by  that  nation ; although,  in  the  number  of  ages 
lince  their  creation  (for  we  know  they  have  flood  at  leaft  1300  years,  and  God 
knows  how  much  longer),  it  is  natural  to  fuppofe  that  fome  parts  have  been 
changed,  more  particularly  that  of  the  female  ; and  even  fome  modification 
of  the  male  garb  may  have  taken  place  to  fuit  different  climates  and  modes 
of  warfare.  For  example,  the  fmall  conic  cap,  or  bonnet,  ffuck  on  the  crown 
of  the  head  of  the  Statues  (fee  the  figures  of  them  given  by  Pallas)  is  ftill 
exadlly  the  charadteriftic  cap  of  the  whole  Mongul  nation  in  all  its  fubdivifions, 
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though  the  fliort  caftan,  or  coat,  and  the  crofs-belt,  is  no  longer  worn  by 
them. 

As  to  the  female  figures,  the  exacfi  refemblance  of  the  features  finow  little 
admixture  of  foreign  blood ; while  the  trefifed  hair  and  coral  necklace  is  Drill 
all  their  own ; but  the  cap,  as  might  be  expelled  in  fuch  a lapfe  of  time,  is 
not  that  now  worn  by  the  Mongul  women,  or  any  other  in  the  North  of 
Alia. 

I fhall  farther  remark,  that  thofe  Statues  are  feen  at  unequal  difiances  and  of 
unequal  fculpture,  from  the  Dnieper  to  the  rivers  Ural  and  Irtifh,  and  even  as  far 
as  the  banks  of  the  Jenefiey121 ; but  they  gradually  fliow  a ruder  workmanfliip 
Eaftward  from  the  Don  ; as  if  the  richer  and  more  civilized  hordes  had  con- 
fiantly  chofen  the  neighbourhood  of  the  three  feas,  the  Euxine,  Maeotis,  and 
Cafpian,  where  the  pafiure  is  richer,  and  where  they  could  always  procure  a 
number  of  defirable  articles 123  from  the  traders  on  its  fhores,  in  exchange  for 
the  fuperfiuous  producfi  of  their  herds  and  flocks ; and,  as  if  the  poorer  and 
more  barbarous  tribes  had  been  obliged  to  feek  a more  fcanty  fubfiftence  to- 
wards Siberia,  in  a colder  climate,  and  in  a more  nomade  ftate  ; for  the  paucity 
of  the  tombs  and  ftatues  in  thofe  more  Eaftern  regions  flhow  that  they  made  no 
very  long  abode  on  one  fpot;  while  the  barbarous  figures,  fcarcely  human, 
carved  on  fliapelefs  trunks  without  either  garb  or  extremities,  demonfirate, 
that  the  paftoral  chifel  was  fiill  lefs  expert  there  than  in  the  deferts  of  Scythia  ; 
which,  by  the  wideft  latitude  of  Greece  and  Rome,  did  not  extend  beyond 
the  Cafpian.  But  there  are  other  proofs  of  the  permanent  abode  of  a rich  and 
powerful  nation  in  the  Kaptchat,  as  Rubruquis  with  propriety  calls  the  country 
between  the  Volga  and  Ural  (the  real  Tartar  name  of  it) ; for  in  this  diftridl  we 
find  many  ruins  of  buildings,  which  Pallas  thinks  all  fepulchral  or  religious ; 
though  the  tradition  of  the  wandering  hordes  defcended  from  the  fame  people 
points  them  out  as  remains  of  the  fovereign  refidence  of  the  Mongul  Chans,  or 
princes,  in  the  days  of  their  power  and  fplendour.  Not  to  mention  finaller 
mafles  of  ruins,  thofe  on  the  Achtuba,  which  falls  into  the  Cafpian  at  Aftracan, 

222  There  are  other  proofs  befide  thefe  Statues  in  the  conic  form  of  the  tombs  ot  tumuli  of 
Siberia,  alto  called  Kourgans  ; and  the  arched  lower  part,  which  covers  thecorpfes,  arms,  &c.  &c. 
are  all  the  fame. 

223  Such  as  cloth,  filk,  female  Ornaments,  kitchen  utcnfils,  &c.  and  perhaps  a fupply  of  fi/h 
for  the  opulent,  to  change  the  monotony  of  their  food  from  the  furrounding  feas  and  rivers. 
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are  very  confiderable,  and  ftill  more  fo  thofe  at  Madlhary  on  the  river  Kuma  ; 
which  coiffifted  of  32  buildings  as  late  as  the  year  1780,  though  now  reduced 
to  four,  of  which  Pallas  has  given  drawings  in  1793  5 and,  laftly,  feven  more 
near  the  Terek,  likewife  fketched  by  his  draughtfman,  all  of  Tartar  origin,  as 
is  evident  from  feveral  kinds  of  proof,  viz.  fhape,  conftrudtion,  and  infcrip- 
tions ; thofe  on  the  Achtuba,  however,  are  the  ruins  which  bore  the  ftrongeft 
marks  of  civilized  riches  (viz.  vafes,  arms,  jewels,  and  horfe-furniture  of  gold 
and  filver)  when  the  tombs  were  firft  opened  ; moft  of  which  were  concealed  by 
the  finders ; but  a part  is  ftill  to  be  feen  in  the  Imperial  mufeum.  I am  of 
Pallas’s  opinion  with  regard  to  the  fepulchral  or  religious  deftination  of  all  thofe 
ruins,  from  the  known  attachment  of  tire  Monguls  to  a camp  refidence,  which 
to  this  day  prevents  their  defcendants,  the  Calmuc  princes,  from  inhabiting  a 
palace  built  for  them  by  the  crown  of  Ruflia,  though  placed  in  their  favourite 
haunts. 

The  laft  obfervation  which  I fball  make  on  thofe  Scythian  remains  of  an- 
tiquity is,  that  the  anceftors  of  the  Ruffians  feem  to  have  inhabited  the  deferts  where 
they  Jland  in  the  i^th  century ; for  Rubruquis  found  the  Koumans  there  ; and 
we  have  a proof  that  the  Koumans  and  Ruffians  were  the  fame  people,  in  the 
famous  paffirge  already  quoted  in  the  Tour  from  the  Maccarean  regifter  ; a fadt 
that  I have  proved  in  my  “Ruffian  Antiquities,”  though  I had  no  date  to 
afcertain  the  exadt  period  when  they  did  fo.  The  name  of  Koumans  is  evi- 
dently derived  from  their  refidence  on  the  river  Kuma. 

Finally,  we  muft  be  convinced  that  the  army  of  Gingis  Chan,  a part  of 
which,  under  his  nephew,  Baaty  Khan,  fettled  in  the  Kaptchat  after  fub- 
duing  Ruffia  (the  famous  Golden  horde  fo  well  known  in  the  hiftory  of  this 
empire),  was  only  a fecond  invafion  of  the  Monguls  at  the  end  of  the  13th 
century,  many  ages  after  their  anceftors  had  already  penetrated  to  and  fettled 
in  the  fame  Weftern  deferts,  as  the  numerous  ftatues  bearing  their  national  face 
and  drefs  can  teftify ; although,  poffibly,  the  Tartar  conqueror  was  ignorant  of 
the  fadt224,  and  never  fufpected  that  he  was  only  taking  pofleffion  of  the  lands 
of  his  anceftors  in  re-conquering  the  Kaptchat. 

But 

224  “ We  have  a confirmation  of  this  hiftorical  fa£t  from  the  Olots,  or  Kalmuks  themfelves ; 
'*  who  affirm,  that  long  before  Tfchinghis  Khan,  the  greateft  and  mightieft  part  of  their  nation 
“ made  a military  expedition  Weftvvard,  as  far  as  Afia  Minor;  and  the  remaining  flock  (which 
“ then  obtained  the  name  of  Khalimak,  or  the  Separated)  loft  fight  of  their  brethren  amongft  the 
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But  neither  the  proofs  of  the  antiquity  or  riches  of  the  Scythians,  or  Tartars, 
(by  whichever  of  the  two  names  we  may  be  difpofed  to  call  the  antient  in- 
habitants of  thefe  deferts)  are  confined  to  the  Kaptchat ; for  the  ruins  of  a 
number  of  cities  defcribed  by  Mr.  Rychkof,  in  his  Topography  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  Orenburg  (1762),  all  evidently  belonged  to  the  fame  people,  as  well  as 
the  many  antique  tombs  containing  rich  arms,  &c.  on  the  Tobol  and  Irtifh,  as. 
far  down  as  the  Obe  ; nay  even  thofe  beyond  the  lake  Baikal  equally  be- 
longed to  the  fame  race  of  men  at  a ftill  more  remote  period  than  the  conqueft 
of  India  or  China  ; for  they  certainly  were  conftrucfted  before  they  poftefied 
iron  ; all  the  arms,  knives,  utenfils,  &c.  found  in  them  being  of  copper,  as 
the  points  of  the  Scythian  arrows  were  in  the  time  of  Herodotus,  who  fpeaks  of 
an  immenfe  copper  vefiel  made  of  them  on  an  occafion  mentioned  in  this  Tour, 
when  each  man  was  ordered  to  furnifh  one.  We  know  that  the  Antients  pof- 
fefled  an  art  of  hardening  brafs  fo  as  to  form  inftruments  for  war,  and  even  of 
fculpture  in  ftone,  now  entirely  loft. 

A curious  fpecies  of  filver  coin  fometimes  accompanies  the  copper  accoutre- 
ments in  the  antique  Siberian  tombs,  bearing  a full-blown  rofe  without  any  in- 
fcription  ; an  indication  which  may  poffibly  throw  fome  light  on  the  period, 
if  not  on  the  people,  if  it  afrtradls  the  attention  of  the  learned  fociety  in  Bengal, 
to  whom  we  owe  fuch  a large  portion  of  deep  Afiatic  refearch  in  fo  fhort  a 
time  ; for  it  is  more  than  probable,  that  the  coin  in  queftion  was  from  fome 
Afiatic  mint. 

“ mountains  of  Caucafus  ; now  it  was  but  natural  for  them  to  defcend  into  the  Stepts  of  the 
“ Kaptchak,  the  fpecies  of  country  in  whish  all  paftoral  tribes  delight,  and  to  which  they  had 
“ been  ever  accuftomed  j for  we  find  all  the  tribes  of  Tartars  chufe  grafiy  plains  as  an  abode  for 
“ themfelves  and  their  flocks. 

Notwithftanding  all  the  trouble  taken  by  Profeflor  Georgi,  Mr.  Tooke,  kc.  to  diftin- 
guifli  the  Monguls,  &c.  from  the  Tartars,  there  is  fo  much  fimilitude  in  almoft  every  thing 
among  all  the  hordes  of  paftoral  Nomades  wandering  with  their  flocks  in  the  Stepts  of  Afia 
and  Europe,  that  a generic  name  for  the  whole  will  always  be  employed  by  every  one  who 
is  not  minutely  treating  of  their  fubdivifions,  let  profefied  hiftorians  do  what  they  pleafe  to 
prevent  it  ; and,  as  the  general  appellation  of  Scythians  in  antient  times,  and  Tartars  in 
modern,  applied  to  the  whole  tribes  of  thofe  wanderers,  are  univerfally  known  and  received  in 
all  the  languages  of  civilized  nations,  we  fhall  ftill  continue  to  ufc  them,  to  fave  trouble,  and  avoid 
explanations  that  are  tirefome  to  readers  when  they  do  not  fit  down  with  the  exprefs  purpofe  of 
fuch  inveftigations  ; for  which  a Lady's  Tour  is  certainly  a very  improper  place  j though  we  are  by 
«o  means  ignorant  of  what  has  been  faid  on  the  fubjedt. 
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As  to  the  antique  marble  column  (Plate  II.  fig.  7.)  that  was  found  by  the 
Field  Marfiial  Suworof,  buried  in  the  earth  on  the  banks  of  the  Cuban  (the 
Verdanus,  or  Antacaetes,  of  the  Antients),  near  fome  antient  military  works 
of  earth,  which  are  Roman  by  the  tradition  of  the  country; — it  is  nine  Englifh 
feet  high,  and  four  in  circumference,  and  is  covered  with  inferiptions  in  fome 
language  unknown  to  all  our  interpreters  of  the  college  of  foreign  affairs,  though 
they  are  acquainted  with  the  Tartar,  Perfian,  Arabic,  Turkifh,  and  Chinefe. 

Conjecture  here  has  a fine  field  to  roam  in  ; and,  as  it  is  free  to  all,  I fhall 
hazard  one  by  way  of  fetting  the  fubject  afloat. 

Strabo  informs  us,  that  Leucon  II.  feventh  king  of  the  Bofphorus,  during  a 
great  fcarcity  in  Greece,  fent  to  his  friends  the  Athenians  one  hundred  thoufand 
Grecian  medimi  of  corn  (330  millions  of  pounds  weight),  from  his  city  of 
Theodocia  (afterwards  Caffa),  where  he  then  refided  ; and  the  grateful  repub- 
licans rewarded  him  by  electing  him  a citizen  of  Athens,  then  held  in  high 
efteem  by  foreign  princes,  whom  the  Greeks  arrogantly  ftiled  barbarians  and 
tyrants ; although  the  reafon  of  their  defiring  that  honour  was,  to  gain  a pro- 
tection from  the  ufurpation  and  tyranny  of  the  Greek  republics,  who  made 
conftant  war  upon  one  or  other  of  them,  if  for  no  other  object  than  to  procure 
helots  or  flaves ; for  they  permitted  no  freedom  but  their  own.  This  event 
was  commemorated  by  three  columns;  one  of  which  was  fet  up  in  Athens,  one 
in  the  capital  of  the  Bofphorus  (Panticapeos,  or  Bofphorus,  now  Kerch),  and 
a third  near  the  Temple  of  the  Argonauts,  which  mull:  have  flood  fomewhere 
in  the  Cuban,  on  the  road  between  the  two  antient  kingdoms  of  Bofphorus  and 
Colchis  ; or  in  the  very  diflridl  where  Count  Suworof  foundthis  antique  marble 
column. 

As  to  the  language  in  which  the  infcription  was  written,  I think  it  muft  have 
been  barbarous,  and  likely  to  be  now  unknown,  for  the  following  reafons : 

The  column  eredted  in  Athens  would  certainly  be  infcribed  in  Greek:  that 
erected  in  Leucon’s  capital  would  as  certainly  be  infcribed  in  the  language  of 
Bofphorus,  that  his  fubjedts  might  read  it ; and  the  third,  erected  in  the 
Cuban,  moft  probably,  would  record  his  being  elected  a citizen  of  Athens 
(whofe  fleet  then  rode  triumphant  in  the  Euxine)  in  the  language  then  predomi- 
nant in  the  mountains  of  Caucafus ; asplacing  it  there  could  have  no  other 
objecT  than  to  make  known  to  the  neighbouring  nations  the  powerful  alliance 
that  he  had  formed.  , 


Now 
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Now  the  principal  nation  of  Caucafus  was  the  kingdom  of  Colchis,  frtuated 
on  the  Euxine  fhore  ; but  a city  ftill  nearer  the  fpot  where  the  column  was 
found  was  the  famous  city  of  Diofcurias,  or  Sebaftapolis,  the  great  mercantile 
port  of  thofe  days ; which  carried  on  fo  extenfive  a commerce,  and  was  fre- 
quented by  fo  many  different  nations,  that  the  Romans,  when  they  became 
mailers  of  it,  found  it  their  intereil  to  keep  1 20  interpreters  there,  as  I have 
before  noticed  from  Arrian,  who  was  fent  with  a Roman  fleet  to  examine  and 
regulate  thofe  countries  during  the  reign  of  Hadrian.  I fhould,  therefore, 
think  it  moil  probable,  that  the  infcription  on  Leucon’s  Cuban  column  would 
be  in  the  language  of  Sebaftapolis ; fo  that  if  the  Marfhal  had  really  found  this 
pillar,  (which  I will  not  take  upon  me  to  fay  that  he  has,)  the  writing  on  it 
would  be  as  unintelligible  to  us,  as  is  the  infcription  on  that  now  in  this  city. 
However,  fo  far  I will  venture  to  aflert,  that  there  is  nothing  impoflible  in  its 
being  the  very  column  in  queftion,  even  if  it  had  been  always  expofed  to  the 
air,  inftead  of  being  buried  in  the  earth ; for  feveral  monuments  of  the  fame 
period  have  come  down  to  us  in  very  good  prefervation.  Leucon's  gift  of  corn 
is  mentioned  in  an  oration  of  Demofthenes  againft  Leptines  ; and,  if  I 
remember  right,  the  famous  orator  was  one  of  Leucon’s  Athenian  friends.  W e 
learn  one  more  curious  fadl  from  this  eloquent  fpeech,  viz.  that  Theodocia 
was  then  one  of  the  greateft  commercial  cities  in  the  antient  world  ; and  Pliny 
tells  us,  that  the  exploits  of  this  very  fame  prince  Leucon  II.  were  celebrated 
by  the  Greek  philofopher  Chryftppus,  whofe  work  is  loft ; fo  that,  on  the 
whole,  the  exiltence,  gift,  and  column  of  the  Bofphoric  fovereign,  is  well 
afeertained  by  claftic  authors  ; and  if  we  fhould  actually  poflefs  it  in  Peterfburg, 
it  will  be  a moft  valuable  antique  indeed. 

It  is,  probably,  unneceflary  to  add,  that  the  kingdom  of  Bofphorus  was 
fttuated  on  the  two  fhores  of  the  ftraits  of  Jenikal,  or  the  Cimmerian  Bof- 
phorus of  the  Antients,  that  join  the  Black  to  the  Afoff  Sea,  and  included 
fome  part  of  the  Taurida,  on  one  ftde  as  far  as  the  city  of  Caffa,  or  Theodocia, 
which  belonged  to  it ; and  the  ifland  of  Phanagoria,  or  Taman,  on  the  other; 
with  fome  part  of  the  Cuban  ; poftibly  the  pofttion  of  Suworof’s  column  may 
have  marked  its  boundary  on  the  ftde  of  Colchis ”5,  its  rival  in  arms  and 

commerce ; 

115  It  is  a curious  faft,  which  feems  to  confirm  the  ere&ion  of  the  two  columns  in  the  fpols 
that  I have  indicated  above,  that  I found  one  Medal  of  Panticapeum,  and  another  of  Diofcurias, 

bearing 
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commerce ; and,  Indeed,  it  may  have  been  for  that  very  purpofe  that  the 
pillar  was  eredled  there ; and  its  infcription  may  contain  nothing  more  than  a 
claim  of  the  territory  that  it  flood  upon,  with  the  name  of  the  prince  who 
eredted  it,  &c.  &c. ; which,  I muft  own,  is  fully  as  probable  as  its  being 
the  famous  column  eredted  by  Leucon  on  his  eledtion  into  the  body  of 
Athenian  citizens,  however  much  I may  wifh  to  find  th«  Attic  monument 
in  Peterfburg. 


ROMAN  ENTRENCHMENTS. 

The  laid  fubjedt  that  I fhall  glance  at  in  palling  is,  the  military  earthen 
works,  called  Roman,  near  which  Suworof  found  the  before -mentioned 
column. 

Now  I cannot  conceive  on  what  occafion  it  could  be  that  the  Romans  threw 
them  up ; for,  although  Mithridates  efcaped  to  the  Bofphorus  by  this  road 
after  his  defeat  by  Pompey  near  the  Euphrates,  in  the  year  65  before  Chrilt, 
and  although  his  conqueror  made  every  effort  to  follow  him.  Hill  we  know 
that  the  Albanians  gave  him  fo  much  employment  in  palling  through  their 
country,  even  making  him  turn  back  to  chaftife  them  when  he  had  got  down 
to  Colchis  on  the  fea  fhore,  that  he  never  could  get  fo  far  as  the  Cuban  before 
he  heard  of  the  death  of  the  old  hero,  fubdued  at  laft  only  by  domeflic 
treafon,  after  keeping  the  Romans  at  bay  for  thirty  years,  and  often  defeating 
their  legions.  It  is  more  probable,  that  Mithridates  may  have  thrown  up 
thefe  works  on  getting  to  his  kingdom  of  Bofphorus  (then  governed  by  a 
treacherous  fon),  to  defend  its  entry  againft  the  Romans,  or,  he  may  have 
eredted  them  on  a former  occafion,  when,  as  we  are  told  by  Appian,  the 
old-  king  was  engaged  in  a military  expedition  againft  the  Achaeans  in  the 
Cuban,  during  the  only  refpite  that  he  ever  had  from  the  reftlefs  republicans 
during  his  long  reign,  by  the  friendfhip  of  Sylla,  who  kept  them  quiet  for  a 
time  ; but  on  the  death  of  the  Didhator  they  fell  upon  him  again,  and  he  was 


bearing  each  a column  on  the  Reverje-,  and  I have  given  a fketch  of  both  in  Letters  LXXXVIII. 
and  LXXXIX.  of  this  Tour. 


fuddenly 
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fuddenly  called  from  this  very  expedition  in  the  Cuban,  to  defend  his  own 
dominions  againft  the  Romans.  Thus,  there  are  two  occafions  on  which  the 
warlike  king  of  Pontus  may  have  thrown  up  the  works  feen  by  our  Marlba] ; 
but  I know  of  none  when  the  Romans  could  have  done  it,  unlefs  it  was  after 
their  becoming  pofTefTors  of  the  Greek  cities  on  this  coaft,  the  neared;  of 
which  to  thefe  intrenchments,  was  Pytius  Magna,  down  upon  the  fea  fhore, 
above  a hundred  miles  diftant ; fo  that  I ftill  do  not  fee  what  they  were  to  do 
with  military  works  at  the  river  Cuban.  The  Bofphorus  was  always  governed 
by  its  own  kings  tributary  to  the  Romans,  after  the  death  of  Mithridates,  who 
poifoned  himfelf  in  Kerch,  the  Panticapeos  of  the  Greeks,  and  Panticapeum 
of  the  Romans. 
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COPY 

Of  a Paper  by  the  EDITOR,  on  fome  curious  objecfts  of  Antiquity  found 
in  the  Antient  Greek  Tombs  mentioned  in  Letter  V.  of  the  TOUR,  as 
having  been  lately  difcovered  at  the  Mouth  of  the  Dniester,  or  Tyras, 
and  now  in  his  Collection. 

[Tranfmitted  to  the  Society  of  Antiquaries.  ] 

Sir, 

In  a Paper  prefented  in  1795  to  the  Antiquarian  Society  of  London'15,  and 
read  on  the  20th  of  November  of  that  year,  as  I fee  by  a letter  of  thanks  now 
before  me,  I mentioned  fome  antient  tombs  juft  then  difcovered  by  Major- 
General  Wollant,  a Dutch  engineer  in  the  fervice  of  Ruflia,  in  digging  the 
foundation  of  a new  fort  on  the  North  fhore  of  the  Euxine,  or  Black  Sea,  near 
the  mouth  of  the  Dniefter,  the  Tyras  of  the  Antients.  We  know,  from  both 
Greek  and  Roman  authority,  that  Grecian,  and  afterwards  Roman  colonies 
were  planted  on  that  coaft,  more  efpecially  toward  the  mouths  of  the  larger 
rivers,  which  ran  through  Scythia  into  the  Black  and  AfofF  Seas ; fuch,  for 
inftance,  as  the  colony  and  city  of  Tyras  on  the  river  of  that  name,  now  the 
Dniefter,  where  thefe  tombs  are  found  ; the  city  of  Olbia,  or  Olbiapolis,  on  the 

*J<5  For  the  fubftance  of  this  firfl.  Paper,  fee  Letters  V.  and  VI. 
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Boryfthenes,  now  the  Dnieper;  and  Tanais,  on  the  river  Tanais,  now  Afoff ; 
on  the  Don,  See.  See. 227 

It  is,  however,  aqueftion,  to  which  of  thefe  antient  nations  the  newly- 
difeovered  fepulchres  belong,  although  it  is  pretty  evident  that  they  appertained 
to  one  of  them,  from  the  form  of  the  vafes,  Handing  one  at  each  end  of  thofe 
curious  tombs  (or  rather  OiTuarii),  from  the  afhes  and  penates  conftantly 
contained  within  them,  and  the  fepulchral  lamp  as  conftantly  found  Handing 
on  the  top  of  each,  See. 

I forgot  to  mention  in  my  former  Paper,  that  there  is  nothing  in  antiquity 
which  conveys  fojuft  an  idea  of  thefe  uncommon  tombs  as  the  Otfuariwiiy 
or  fquare  box,  in  which  the  Antients  fent  home  the  bones  and  afhes  of  a 
perfon  deceafed  abroad  ; for,  I believe  the  Area,  or  Loculus,  as  well  as  the 
Sarcophagus,  were  appropriated  to  the  corpfe  in  its  entire  ftate,  like  the 
coffin  of  the  moderns,  and  never,  that  I recoiled!,  to  the  burnt  remains  of  the 
funeral  pile. 

Indeed,  I believe  that  they  were  little  u fed  except  for  children,  who  were 
not  burnt  before  they  had  cut  their  teeth,  after  the  introduction  of  the  latter 
pradtice.  It  is  impoffible  for  a naturalift,  when  fpeak'ing  of  the  Sarcophagus, 
even  to  the  Antiquarian  Society,  whofe  line  of  refearch  may  poffibly  not 
extend  fo  far,  not  to  with  fome  inquiry  inftituted  into  the  nature  of  the  cauftie 
Hone  with  which  that  flefh-confuming-coffin  was  made  which  decompofed  a 
corpfe  in  40  days.  I own  mylelf  ignorant  of  fuch  a foffil,  and  cannot 
conceive  of  what  fpecies  of  earth  it  could  be  compofed. 

It  is  true,  our  calcareous  Hones,  when  deprived  by  fire  of  their  fixed  air, 
or  carbonic  acid  gas,  pofiefs  that  quality ; but  they  fall  to  pieces  on  abforbing 
the  humidity  of  the  atmofphere ; now,  even  fuppoiing  that  this  were  prevented 
by  inftantly  burying  the  Sarcophagus  and  its  contents  in  dry  fand  (an  improbable 
fuppofition  for  many  reafons),  yet,  as  we  are  told  that  this  curious  ftone  was 

“7  I have  giveu  other  proofs,  drawn  from  medals  and  Greek  inferiptions  fent  me  from  the  North 
fljore  of  the  Euxine,  in  a little  work  ftill  in  Manufcript,  which  will  ferve  as  a continuation  of  my 
" Ruffian  Antiquities,”  fince  the  countries  that  I have  now  treated  of  are  become  a part  of  the 
Ruffian  empire  by  the  peace  of  Kainargi  and  Jaffy ; nay,  I believe  we  might  venture  to  fay,  that 
they  are  only  reftored  to  this  empire,  if  we  are  to  give  credit  to  the'conqucffs  of  the  Ruffian  hero 
Swetollaf,  or  Sviatoflav,  and  his  illuftrious  fon  Vclodimir  the  Great,  as  recorded  in  the  Chronicle 
t-f  Neftor. 


F/alc  III  to  fact 


An  atari  Copy  of  the  Inscription 
on  the  Bach  of  this  Figure . 
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brought  from  the  town  of  Afios  in  Troas,  it  mu  ft  have  contracted  humidity 
on  the  way,  and  of'courfe  could  not  be  our  lime-ftone  rendered  cauftic  by  the 
procefs  of  burning. 

But,  indeed,  Diofcorides,  Pliny,  and  Galen,  make  it  a very  different  ftonc, 
light,  fpungy,  and  friable,  and  covered  with  a mealy  powder  called  the  flowers 
of  Affian-ftone.  They  fay,  or  rather  Galen  fays,  that  this  powder  had  a faldfh 
tafte,  and  was  of  fo  cauftic  a nature,  that  it  corroded  flefh  much  fooner  than 
the  ftone  itfelf ; while  Diofcorides  tells  us,  that  the  ftone  was  of  a greyiftt 
colour,  with  numerous  yellow  veins. 

An  inquiry  then  into  the  exiftence  and  nature  of  this  curious  ftone,  I 
prefume  to  fuggeft  to  the  Antiquarian  or  Royal  Societies ; and  in  the  mean 
time  fhall  write  to  the  Ruffian  ambaffiador  atConftantinople(an  old  acquaintance), 
to  endeavour  to  procure  me  a fpecimen  of  the  famous  Affian  ftone,  if  Hill  to 
be  met  with  on  the  antient  fpot. 

To  return  to  the  more  immediate  fubjeCl  of  this  letter,  I have  lately  received 
from  the  North  fliore  of  the  Euxine  two  of  the  curiofities  found  in  the  newly- 
difcovered  tombs ; viz.  one  of  the  Vafes,  and  one  of  the  Penates,  which,  as 
they  may  poffibly  ferve  to  throw  fome  light  on  the  fubjeCt,  I fhall  here  defcribe 
and  accompany  my  paper  with  accurate  drawings,  as  I formerly  did  the  tomb 
(fancifully  fuppofed  by  fome  people  to  be  that  of  Ovid),  with  the  exaCt  fketch 
fent  me  by  the  General  himfelf,  which  I hope  ferved  to  render  my  account 
of  it  more  intelligible  to  the  learned  Society.  The  Vafe  is  of  a handfome  fhape  ; 
arid  fo  very  large,  that  it  is  a wonder  to  fee  it  brought  upwards  of  2000  verfts 
by  land  perfectly  entire  in  all  its  parts.  It  appears  to  me  to  be  the  ( ,-) 
Cados  of  the  Greeks,  and  (the  Amphora  of  the  Romans,  or  the  common  wane 
vefgel  of  both  nations.  I. have,  however,  obtained  a collateral  proof  of  this 
faCt,  by  meafuring  the  quantity  of  liquid  that  it  contains,  after  corking  the 
hole  always  left  in  the  bottom  of  this  fpecies  of  veffel  for  the  convenience 
of  cleaning  it  when  empty z:8. 

It 


I have  given  below  the  exact  dimenfions  for  thofe  who  make  a ftudy  of  fuch  objects  of 
antiquity  : 


Height,  when  ftanding  upright  — — 

Circumference  at  the  belly,  or  largeft  part  — 

at  the  bottom,  where  it  tapers  down  t» 

Huh  2 


Feet,  Inches,  EngUJk, 

2 8 

3 11 

I 2 

Circumference 
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It  is  well  known,  that  the  Cados  and  Amphora  held  two  urnse,  or  forty- 
eight  fextarii ; now,  counting  a pint  and  a half  to  a fextarius,  the  forty- 
eight  fextarii  make  juft  nine  gallons,  or  thirty-fix  bottles,  exadlly  the  quantity 
that  filled  my  vafe. 

Other  queftions  now  arife  : How  came  the  Amphora,  or  its  fubdivifions  (for  I 
have  feen  drawings  of  both  the  urnae  and  modi  found  there),  to  be  the  fpecies 
of  vafe  conftantly  found  in  our  Scythio-Grecian  fepulchres,  and  never  with 
any  afhes  in  them  ; as  if  they  had  been  placed  there  for  Lachrymal  urns  ? 
This  is  a ridiculous  fuppofttion,  as  the  company  of  mourners  muft  have  been 
large  indeed,  who  could  be  fuppofed  to  have  wept  my  Amphora  full.  How- 
ever, the  hole  at  the  bottom  was  probably  plugged  with  cork,  or  fome  fucli 
perifhable  matter,-  according  to  the  cuftom  of  the  Antients ; in  which  cafe,  it 
muft  have  been  decompofed  in  a lapfe  of  ages ; and  the  afhes,  if  ever  they 
contained  any,  returned  to  their  kindred  earth*-9  fome  hundred  years  before 
our  pioneers  difcovered  thofe  manfions  of  the  dead  : fo  that  it  feems  difficult 
to  determine  whether  the  urns  were  originally  empty  or  full,  though  one  would 
rather  fuppofe  the  latter  to  be  the  cafe. 

I am,  in  fome  meafure,  entitled  to  fpeak  thus  pofttivelyof  the  great  antiquity 
of  thefe  urns,  from  a curious  circumftance  attending  mine  ; viz.  its  being 
incruftated  with  fea  Jhells  in  a fojjile  Jlate ^°.  Now  this  evidently  demonftrates 

two 

Feet,  Inches,  EngliJIu 

Circumference  at  the  neck,  — — i 6 

Length  of  the  neck  — — — — o io 

• ■ of  each  handle  — — — — o nf 

• • r 

The  two  handles,  almoft  ftraight,  are  fixed  to  within  about  an  inch 

of  the  top,  or  mouth. 

Diameter  of  the  mouth  — — — — o 

of  the  hole  at  the  bottom  — — — 04 

N.  B.  There  is  juft  room  left  to  admit  tire  hands  eafily  between  the  vafe  and  the  handles  in 
lifting  it. 

2l»  I am  aware  that  this  is  very  unphilofophical  language  at  the  end  of  the  18th  century,  when 
the  human  corpfe  is  fuppofed  to  refolve  into  the  elafiic  fluids  of  which  it  is  compofed  ■,  but  flill, 
if  I were  perfedtly  convinced  of  the  fadt,  the  Englith  language  does  not  yet  yield  to  fuch  flights 
before  dinner,  when  a man  writes  in  profe. 

130  The  Ihells,  though  fomewhat  changed  in  their  foflile  ftate,  and  by  the  fridtion  of  fo  long 
a land-journey,  feem  to  be  the  genera  of  Anomia,  Madtra,  Ofterea,  and  pr<?bably  Cardium  > the 

whole 
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two  things;  firft,  that  they  could  not  have  originally  been  buried  very  deep  to 
have  been  overflowed  by  the  Tea;  fecondly,  that  they  were  then  within  the 
reach  of  that  element,  although  found  at  a great  diftance  from  the  Euxine, 
with  ten  feet  of  earth  above  them. 

I need  not  fay  much  upon  this  fubjedl,  to  convince  thofe  who  have  paid 
attention  to  fuch  phoenomena,  that  thefe  two  laft-mentioned  fadfs  indicate  a 
high  antiquity ; as  the  retreat  of  the  fea  is  a very  gradual  and  flow  operation, 
and  the  formation  of  a certain  quantity  of  vegetable  earth  no  lefsfo. 

In  my  reading  I recolledt  but  one  fpot  on  the  globe  that  furnifhes  us  with 
data  wherefrom  to  judge  of  the  time  that  vegetable  earth  takes  to  form,  and 
that  is  the  fmall  quantity  as  yet  colledted  on  a ftratum  of  lava  thrown  out  by 
./Etna  2000  years  ago,  during  the  iecond  Punic  war. 

We  know  that,  during  the  flege  of  Syracufe  by  the  Romans,  a detachment 
fent  to  its  relief  from  Tauronienum  was  hopped  by  this  ftream  of  lava,  which 
had  already  reached  the  fea  when  the  troops  came  up  to  it,  and  on  that  account 
were  obliged  to  make  a circuit  of  a hundred  miles  another  way,  to  reach  the 
place  of  their  deftination.  Now  this  antient  lava  has  accumulated  but  a fcanty 
covering  of  vegetable  earth  in  two  thoufand  years,  not  fufficient  to  be  arable, 
or  to  produce  either  corn  or  vines131. 

Judging  then  from  this  folitary  inflance  (for  I know  of  no  other),  my  vafe 
muft  be  of  high  antiquity,  by  the  quantity  of  earth  colledted  over  it,  even 
fuppofing  that  it  was  originally  buried  four  feet  below  the  furface  ; for  there 
will  ftill  remain  an  accumulation  of  fix,  which  certainly  indicates  a lapfe 
of  many  ages.  As  to  the  time  that  the  Euxine  may  have  taken  to  retreat  to 
its  prefent  bed,  I have  not  the  fame  data  to  go  upon,  for  want  of  the  exadt 
diftance  between  the  tombs  and  the  new  fea-mark  ; but  have  applied  to  friends 
on  the  fpot  for  the  required  meafurement ; which,  when  obtained,  may,  I 
believe,  be  of  fome  ufe  ; as  even  in  Britain  you  have  land  gained  from  the  fea, 
and  in  all  probability  hiftorical  records  of  its  gradual  increafe ; it  is  always' 
underftood,.  however,  that  accumulations  of  fand  are  out  of  the  queftion,  for 


whole  interwoven  like  net-work,  by  Serpula,  miftaken  by  thofe  who  fent  me  the  vafe  for  petrified- 
earth-worms,  which  they  certainly  refemble  very  much.  The  incruftation  adheres  fo  firmly, 
that  the  vafe  would  probably  break  in  feparating  any  part  of  it,  if  attempted. 

231  See  the  account  of  the  hiftorian  of  iEtna,  Signior  Recupero,  in  the  Firft  Volume  of  Bry- 
done’s  Travels  through  Sicily  and  Malta,  page  124. 


evident* 
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evident  reafons.  I fhall  now  finifti  the  fubjetft  of  my  Amphora,  with  re* 
marking,  that  its  having  been  employed  in  a hypogea  feems  not  peculiar  to 
the  North  fhorc  of  the  Euxine,  as  I fee  five  fepulchral  and  lachrymal  urns1*', 
all  of  this  form,  in  tlie  plates  of  Andrew  Bardon,  Profeffor  in  the  Royal 
Academy  of  Painting  in  Paris ; nay,  one  of  them  has  even  a plug  ftill  re- 
maining in  the  bottom  hole  of  the  Amphora  ; fo  that  it  has  either  lain  a fhorter 
time  in  the  earth  than  mine,  or  been  placed  in  a drier  Situation,  with  the  cork 
or  plug  well  covered  with  rofin,  which-we  fee  has  preserved  Egvptian  mummies 
for  fome  thoufand  years,  in  the  dry  fituations  where  they  are  found. 

The  other. prefent  that  T have  received  from  the  fame  place  is,  one  of  the 
Penates  found  in  thofe  antient  tombs,  or  ofTuarii  on  the  Tyras^  but  very  different 
from  the  little  delicate  female  buft  deferibed  in  my  laft;  for,  on  the  contrary, 
•this  figure  has  its  virility  flrongly  marked  by  a large  bufhy  beard,  and  the 
Phallus  moft  confpicuoufly  and  fingularly  placed  a little  below  the  middle 
of  his  belly,  in  lieu  of  a navel  ; while  four  nymphs  are  climbing  upon 
his  body. 

Which  of  the  heathen  gods  of  antiquity  this  curious  houfehold  god  was 
intended  to  reprefent,  is  not  for  me  to  determine  in  a country  where  there  is 
fo  little  afftftance  to  be  had  in  fuch  inquiries. 

This  figure,  made  of  the  fame  potter’s  clay  as  the  urns,  fepulchral  lamps, 
buft,  &c.  found  in  tire  Euxine  hypogea,  has  a well-executed  head,  placed 
on  one  of  the  fquare  fhapelefs  trunks  that  always  reprefent  the  body  of  Ter- 
minus, and  fometimes  that  of  Priapus  when  charged  with  the  care  of  a? 
garden  ; three  female  figures  are  reprefented  at  different  heights  clinging  to  his 
ftaes ; nay,  one  of  them  has  got  aftride  his  right  fhoulder,  and  feems  looking 

In  Yol,  T.  Plate  $i,  Bardon  gives  a fepulchral  urn  of  the  Amphora  form,  diftingninied  from 
all  other  vafes  by  always  tapering  to  a point  towards  the  bottom  ; fo  as  not  to  ftand  upright  with- 
out being  tiuck  in  the  ground;  an  excellent  conftmdtion  for  wine  veftels,  as  they  mu  ft  always 
have  been  laid  on  their  tides  till  buried  in  the  earth,  which  would  fwell  the  cork  and  prevent 
communication  with  the  atmofphere.  In  Plate  52,  he  gives  two  more.  In  plate  60,  a lachrymal 
urn  of  the  fame  thape,  with  the  word  Amit'ue  and  two  hearts  on  its  tide,  which  ihow  that  it 
was  dedicated  to  Friendiliip.  In  Vol.  II.  Plate  76,  a fourth  ; and,  laftly,  in  Tlatc  69,  he  gives  a 
inoft  curious  lachrymal  urn  of  the  Amphora  form,  with  the  head  of  one  of  the  hired  female 
mourners,  or  Prefeexca,  ferving  as  a cover,  or  ftopper,  to  its  upper  orifice,  or  mouth. 

N.  B.  One  of  thel’e  Amphora;  (the  firft  mentioned  above)  has  a cork  or  plug  in  the 
dower  hole. 
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over  the  old  man’s  head  at  a fourth,  offering  at  his  feet  what  looks  like  a pye, 
or  fome  kind  of  very  large  fruit,  poflibly  a water-melon,  the  mod:  common 
production  of  the  country,  to  cool  him,  or  to  gain  permiffion  to  climb -up  after 
her  comrades. 

Notwithftanding  his  wanton  companions,  and  indecent  ventral  ornament,  I 
cannot  believe  this  pagan-  deity  intended  for  Priapus,  as  he  is  perfectly  devoid 
of  the  leer,  the  horns,  the  ears,  and  the  laurel  or  vine  crown  of  the  lafcivious 
clafiic  god  ; unlefs  it  fhould  be  fome  colonial  modification  of  him,  poliibly 
Scythian  as  Herodotus  tells  us,  that  even  as  early  as  the  time  when  l\e  vifited 
his  countrymen  fituated  on  this  coad,  they  had  already  adopted  many  of  the 
rites  and  cuftoms  of  the  Scythians  with  whom  they  had  long  intermarried,  and 
in  return  given  their  own  mythology  and  rites  to  feveral  tribes  whom  he 
names. 

Further  inquiry  into  the  nature  and  origin  of  my  Penates  I mud  leave  to  the 
learned  Society,  and  content  myfelf  with  remarking,  that  I have  fomewhere- 
feen  the  print  of  a Nilometre  fomething  like  it;  for,  if  I remember  right, 
female  figures  attached  at  different  heights  to  the- old  god  of  that  famous  river 
(perfonified  not  unlike  mine,)  marked  the  different  altitudes  of  the  Nile  during, 
its  rife  from  the  Tropic  rains.  Should,  therefore,  my  Penates  be  fuppofed  of 
Egyptian  manufacture,  there  is  no  great  miracle  in  its  being  found  at  the  mouth 
of.the  Tyras ; as  I have  fhown,  in  another  work  before  alluded  to  in.  this  Letter, 
tliat  Egypt  had  antiently  planted  a colony. on  the'  Ead  fide  of-  the  Euxine,  at  no 
very  great  didance,  viz.  in.  the  antient  kingdom  of  Colchis  ; probably  at  the 
time  w'hen  your  Learned  Prefident  tells  us,  in  his  Differtation  om  the  Siege 
of  Troy,  that  the  Egyptians  were  maders  of  tbefe  feas,  had  fubdued  a part 
of  the  coad  of  Ada  Minor,  and  left  a colony  in  Greece. . Nowall  the  colonies 
on  the  fhores  of  the  Euxine  had  much  commercial  intercourfe,  and  carried  on 
a conftant  exchange  or  barter  of  their  refpe  Clive  commodities ; but,  above 
all,  the  merchandife  of  Colchis  was  in  univerfal  demand,  as  that  antient 
kingdom  not  only  cultivated  the  weed  of  the  Nile,  f.qx,  but-  likewise  made 
fail-cloth  and  cordage  of  it;  befides  furnifhing  timber  for  the  condruClion 
of  fhips  from  Mount  Caucafus ; fo  that  it  was  the  great  mart  of  naval  dores  in 
thofe  days,  as  likewife  for  Ead  India  goods,  then  brought  to  Colchis  by  the 
Cafpian,  Cyrus,  and  Phafis ; when,  therefore,  we  add  to  thofe  fources  of 
wealth,  the  gold  wafhed  down  from  its  mountains  by  torrents  through  the  bed 
of.the  famous  gold-rolling  Hypafis  (which  they  ufed  to  colleCl  by  dnking  woolly 

fheep.^ 
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fheep-fkins  in  the  brook),  farmed  to  this  day  to  Jews  by  the  Turks,  it  is  little 
wonder  if  its  riches  allured  a fet  of  needy  Grecian  adventurers,  or  that  they 
made  a fort  of  miracle  of  their  Argonautic  expedition  in  the  infancy  of  their 
navigation  ; and  it  certainly  was  a great  exploit  for  them,  though  I much  doubt 
whether  either  the  Phoenicians  or  Egyptians  would  have  thought  fo  fliort  and 
trifling  a voyage  worth  recording.  As,  however,  this  firft  trip  to  the  Black 
Sea  opened  a wide  field  of  commerce  to  thefe  young  merchants,  their  rulers 
adled  politically  in  making  a noife  about  it,  with  the  flory  of  the  Golden 
Fleece,  &c.  fprobably  only  one  of  the  woolly  fheep-fkins  drawn  out  of  the 
Hypafis  belpangled  with  particles  of  gold)  to  diredl  the  attention  of  tlveir 
juvenile  navigators  to  the  Euxine ; where  piracy,  when  refifted,  would  foon 
end  in  peaceable  barter  and  commercial  connexion,  as  was  afterwards  the 
cafe. 

I fhall  now  conclude  this  long  letter  with  acknowledging  myfelf  at  prefent  a 
convert  to  General  Wollant’s  opinion  relative  to  the  Grecian  origin  of  the 
Tombs  that  he  difcovered  ; fince  I am  now  in  pofleflion  of  data  to  form  an 
opinion  upon  ; which  was  not  the  cafe  when  I wrote  laft,  nor  had  I then  made 
fo  particular  a ftudy  of  the  antient  and  modern  hiftory  of  the  country  where 
they  were  found  ^ and  I now  agree  with  him,  that  they  feem  to  have  been 
depofited  many  ages  before  Ovid’s  exile  to  the  North  fhore  of  the  Euxine133. 

I mentioned  in  my  former  Paper,  that  the  General  founded  his  opmion  on 
the  exquifite  workmanfhip  of  the  little  buff  which  the  late  Emprefs,  on 
comparing  with  others  in  her  fine  colledlion  of  antiquities,  thought  to  refemble 
the  beautiful  daughter  of  Auguftus  (the  fecret,  though  not  the  oflrenfible  caufe 
of  the  poet’s  exile)  ; and  on  this  circumftance,  joined  to  that  of  the  lake  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Dnieper,  where  it  was  found,  bearing  ftill  the  name  of  Ovid  in 
the  language  of  the  country,  was  founded  the  opinion,  that  the  bufi:  of  Julia 
had  been  difcovered  in  the  allies  of  her  old  lover,  the  unfortunate  Roman 
bard.  But  General  Wollant,  on  the  contrary,  maintained,  that  both  the  face 
and  workmanfhip  was  Grecian,  while  the  print  of  the  human  fkin,  frill  vifible 
on  the  buff,  fhowed  it  to  have  been  formed  by  the  fingers  of  wet  clay,  and 

~i3  Independent  of  niuch  valuable  information  furnilhed  me  by  friends  on  the  North  (hore 
of  the  Euxine,  I was  many  years  ago  fent  thither  myfelf  by  the  late  Emprefs  on  profelfional 
duty  ; a journey  that  luggetted  the  firft  idea  of  my  former  work,  from  the  number  of  antique 
cuftoms,  8rc.  which  I remarked  in  travelling  through  Ruffia,  Moldavia,  the  antient  Scythia,  Sec. 
befides  furnifhing  forne  materials  for  the  Work  that  I am  now  engaged  in. 
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afterwards  baked,  according  to  the  practice  of  the  Greeks;  and  that  the  hair 
gathered  up  on  the  forehead,  in  form  of  a crefcent,  indicated  a buft  of  Diana, 
who  then  had  her  temple  in  the  Taurida,  or  Crimea,  at  no  great  diftance,  and 
was  worlhipped  on  all*  this  coaft.  I likewif'e  made  two  remarks  which  had 
efcaped  my  friend,  though  they  made  ftrongly  for  his  hypothefis  ; viz.  that  a 
Grecian  colony  (that  of  Tyras)  once  flood  at  the  mouth  of  the  Dniefter ; and 
that  I obferved  three  Greek  letters  A-o-  on  one  of  the  vafes  in  the  lketch  that  he 
had  himfelf  made  for  me,  and  which  I had  the  honour  of  tranfmitting  to  the 
Antiquarian  Society ; to  whom  I beg  to  prefent  a fecond  time  my  humble 
relpecAs ; and  to  you,  Sir,  the  thanks  and  compliments  of 

Your  very  obedient  humble  fervant. 


Imperial  Corps  of  Noble  Cadets  In  St.  Peterfbnrg; 
Augnjl  20,  1 798. 


M.  GUTHRIE. 


P.  S.  A pair  of  much  better  eyes  than  mine,  belonging  to  an  ingenious 
young  portrait-painter,  who  called  to  draw  my  antiques  (though  much  out 
of  his  line),  inftantly  difeovered,  that  the  offering  which  the  Nymph  is  making 
at  the  feet  of  my  penates,  is  a ranis  head,  which  I now  fee  clearly  myfelf  by 
the  help  of  my  glafs,  fince  it  was  pointed  out  to  me.  This  difeovery  feems  to 
flrengthen  a furmife  which  I formerly  threw  out,  that  my  penates  might  have 
been  intended  to  reprefent  Priapus,  or,  poffibly,  Pan,  whofe  bufhy-bearded 
head  appears  fo  often  with  much  propriety  on  coins  ffruck  in  a country  of 
fhepherds.  I have  deferibed  thofe  of  Olbio  on  the  Dnieper,  Cherfon  in  the 
Taurida,  and  Panticapeos  on  the  Cimmerian  Bofphorus,  all  bearing  a head 
of  Pan.  Plowever,  as  conjecture  is  allowed  on  fuch  occafions,  may  not  this 
figure  reprefent  the  genius  of  the  fmall  peninfula  of  Heraclea  Cherfonefus  (at 
no  great  diftance),  the  facred  fite  of  the  Tauric  Diana’s  Temple,  once  wor- 
fhipped  on  all  this  coaft,  and  whofe  buft  u7as  found  in  one  of  thefe  tombs  ? 
YV  hat  fuggefted  this  idea  was,  that  the  little  peninfula,  which  was  feparated 
from  the  large  peninfula  of  Taurica  Cherfonefus,  by  the  famous  fortified 
wall  built  by  the  Heracleans  from  the  oppofite  coaft  (when  they  left  a 
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colony  here,  and  was  afterwards  taken  by  Mithridates’s  General  Diophantes, 
when  he  fubdued  its  tyrant  Scilurus  and  his  fifty  fons),  fo  much  refembles, 
on  a good  map,  a ram’s  head,  that  the  Greeks  called  it  Criu  Motopon ; though 
I obferve,  that  fome  geographers  only  apply  that  name  to  one  of  its  pro- 
montories, which  makes  the  nofe  of  the  ram,  while  the  two  capes  at  the 
entrance  of  the  noble  port  of  Sebaftapol,  where  the  Ruffian  fleet  now  rides  (the 
Sinus  Portuofus  of  the  Antients),  makes  its  two  horns. 
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A THIRD  PAPER, 

/ 

Sent  at  the  fame  Time  with  the  Second  (as  a kind  of  Appendix),. 

Augult  25,  1798. 

I STILL  poffefs  another  curious  relick  of  antiquity,  likewife  fent  me  from  the 
Ihores  of  the  Euxine  ; but,  as  I have  no  proof  of  its  connexion  with  the 
antient  Tombs,  the  fubjedl  of  my  two  papers  to  the  Society,  I fhall  defcribe  it 
thus  feparately  ; though  I have  little  doubt  that  that  Learned  Body  will  think 
it  worthy  their  attention.. 

Moll  unfortunately,  I could  procure  no  certain  information  with  regard  to 
the  exa6l  fpot  where  it  was  found,  and  other  interefting  circumllances  attending 
its  difcovery  ; and  could  only  learn  from  the  Gentleman  who  prefented  it  to 
me,  that  he  had  it  from  an  inhabitant  of  the  North  fhore  of  the  Euxine,  who 
had  purchafed  it  from  a Tartar  on  the  coall. 

The  workmanfhip  appears  Egyptian ; and  I fhould  think  that  the  figure 
may  reprefent  one  of  the  Priefls  of  the  Nile ; from  the  lower  part  of  the  man 
terminating  in  the  mouth  of  a crocodile,  while  the  upper  part  of  his  face 
is  veiled  by  the  hood  of  his  black  gown,  or  upper  mantle,  and  his  legs  and 
feet  are  concealed  from  public  view  by  a particular  arrangement  of  his  under- 
garment ; all  peculiarities  of  drefs  that  ferve  to  indicate  fome  particular  facer- 
dotal  miniftry  in  the  Pagan  worfhip  of  the  Nile,  at  leall  as  far  as  the  llile 
of  fculpture,  and  the  appropriated  emblem  of  the  crocodile , can  fix  it  on  that 
antient  feat  of  fcience  and  the  arts. 
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This  little  ftatue,  which  is  only  two  inches  and  a quarter  high,  is  cut  out 
of  a fmall  block  of  marble  a deux  couches , compofed  of  one  black  and  one 
„ white  layer.  Out  of  the  white  layer,  the  lculptor  has  formed  the  whole  figure 
of  the  man,  in  a ft  iff  upright  pofition,  with  his  left  arm  crofted  o\er  his 
breaft;  while  with  the  right  he  is  holding  his  under  garment  gathered  up  into 
folds,  in  a particular  manner,  fo  as  to  form  a kind  of  bag  to  conceal  his  feet 
from  the  eyes  of  fpeeftators. 

The  fecond,  or  black  layer  of  marble,  is  chifteled  into  a fpecies  of  loofe 
flowing  mantle,  or  gown,  which  merely  adheres  to  his  back,  without  covering 
any  part  of  the  human  figure,  except  the  forehead,  eyes,  and  nofe  ; leaving 
the  white  mouth  and  beard  to  contraft  ftrongly  with  the  black  upper  part 
of  the  face. 

The  body  of  the  gown  (for  I fuppofe  it  to  be  the  hood  that  is  drawn  over  the 
head)  falls  down  the  back,  and  terminates  a little  below  the  feet,  in  form  of  the 
upper  jaw  of  a crocodile  ; as  if  the  whole  mantle  was  formed  of  the  lkin  of  that 
amphibious  animal,  with  the  head  hanging  downwards ; as  we  fee  the  fkins 
of  lions  and  tigers  thrown  over  the  fhoulders  of  the  heroes  of  antiquity  during 
the  period  of  Nimrodian  atchievement. 

You  mud  not,  however,  fuppofe  that  all  this  is  lightly  exprefted  by  the 
Egyptian  fculptor;  on  the  contrary,  this  little  black  mantle  is  a heavy  clumfy 
piece  of  drefs,  more  like  a mattrafs  for  thicknefs,  than  an  airy  robe;  fori 
took  a bold  poetic  licence  in  reprefenting  it  as  flowing  on  his  back,  merely  to 
convey  the  idea  of  its  covering  no  part  of  the  body,  but  falling  in  a ftraight 
line  from  the  head  down  to  the  feet. 

On  the  back  of  this  fpecies  of  ftone  mummy  (for  theftiffnefs  and  conftrained 
attitude  of  the  little  figure  almoft  places  it  in  that  clafs)  is  engraven  a line 
of  characters  (certainly  not  hieroglyphics)  that  extends  the  whole  length  of  the 
robe  ; but  what  they  mean  I mull  leave  to  the  Learned  Society  to  difeover. 

I entertain  hopes,  that  the  infeription,  joined  to  the  peculiarities  of  drefs  fo 
remarkable  in  the  figure  now  deferibed,  may  enable  fome  Member  of  the  Society 
who  has  made  the  antiquities  of  Egvpt  a favourite  ftudy,  to  give  us  fome 
information  on  the  fubjeeft  ; while,  in  the  mean  time,  I fhall  conclude  with 
obferving,  that  the  finding  of  this  Egyptian  relick  on  tile  fhore  of  the  Euxine 
feems  in  fame  meafure  to  ftrengthen  the  opinion  of  a colony  from  that  nation 
being  once  fettled  in  Colchis,  as  afterted  by  the  Antients,  and  by  the  in- 
habitants themfelves  in  the  time  of  Herodotus ; who  informs  us  of  a very 
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cfTenrial  facft,  viz.  that  they  alone  of  all  the  numerous  nations  of  Caucafus 
pracftifed  circumcifion. 

Since  writing  the  two  foregoing  papers  I have  received  the  required  infor- 
mation relative  to  the  diftance  between  the  antient  Tombs  and  the  Euxine  ; 
which  is  juft  twelve  verfts  and  a half,  or  a little  more  than  eight  Englifti 
miles.  Admiral  cle  Ribos,  late  commander  in  chief  of  all  the  fortifications 
ereefting;  in  thofe  countries,  and  under  whom  General  Wollant  adled  as 
engineer,  moft  obligingly  furnifhed  me  with  the  required  diftance,  and  likewife 
put  into  my  hand  a very  accurate  furvey  of  the  fpot  taken  by  the  able  fojeign 
engineers  employed  on  that  fervice;  from  which  I fee  that  the  fort,  in  digging 
the  foundation  of  which  the  tombs  were  difeovered,  is  two  verfts  and  a 
half  farther  from  the  fea  than  the  City  of  Ovidopol,  founded  by  order  of 
the  late  Emprefs  on  the  Liman  or  lake  at  the  mouth  of  the  Dniefter, 
bearing  the  name  of  Ovid  to  this  day  in  the  language  of  the  country:  which 
circumftance,  with  the  difeovery  of  the  tomb  fufpeefted  to  belong  to  the  fame 
Roman  poet,  feems  to  have  determined  her  Majefty  as  to  the  name  of  her 
new  city. 

In  taking  leave  of  the  Society,  it  may  not  be  improper  to  declare,  that 
my  objetft  in  collecting  the  many  Greek  and  Roman  medals,  inferiptions, 
and  other  remains  of  antiquity,  which  I have  procured  from  the  North  fhore 
of  the  Euxine  (more  efpecially  from  the  Tauric  Cherfonefus,  the  ifland  of 
I’hanagoria,  the  antient  kingdom  of  Bofphorus,  &c.)  is  far  from  being  mere 
curioftty ; but  to  promote  a favourite  inquiry  into  the  antient  hiftory  of  thefe 
once  famous  countries.  I fhould,  therefore,  efteem  myfelf  particularly  for- 
tunate, if  any  Member  of  the  Antiquarian  Society,  who  has  likewife  turned 
his  attention  to  the  fame  claffic  region,  fo  long  fhut  up  from  refearch  by  the 
barbarous  policy  of  the  ignorant  Turks,  would  communicate  his  ideas  on  the 
fubjeeft  ; as  it  would  much  affift  my  inquiries,  which  muft  naturally  grow 
languid  in  a part  of  the  world  where  fo  few  take  an  intereft  in  fuch 
difquifttions. 

Diftantly  fituated  as  I have  been  for  near  30  years,  I have  the  honour 
of  knowing  perfonally  but  very  few  of  your  members,  or,  indeed,  of  thofe 
of  any  other  Literary  Society  with  which  I correfpond.  Your  Learned 
Preftdent,  however,  is  well  known  to  me  by  his  writings,  and  feems  to  be 
the  gentleman  who,  of  all  others  of  late,  has  carried  his  refearches  neareft  to 
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my  range  of  inquiry.  Should  any  thing  have  appeared  relative  to  thofe 
countries,  which  has  not  as  yet  reached  Ruflia  (for  I know  of  nothing  but  the 
cxcurfions  of  Mr.  Dallaway,  confined  to  the  South  fhore  of  the  Euxine)r 
pray  be  fo  kind  as  to  favour  me  with  the  title  of  the  book,  that  I may  get  it 
over  with  the  hrft  king’s  meflenger,  fhould  our  navigation  be  frozen  up ; and 
you  will  confer  a particular  obligation  on,  Sir, 

Your  very  humble  fervant, 

M.  GUTHRIE. 

P.  S.  The  upper  part  of  the  face  being  covered,  I am  told,  was  a pratfice 
with  the  Egyptian  priefts ; to  indicate,  that  the  Source  of  the  Nile  (lately 
difcovered  by  Bruce)  was  then  hidden  from  the  knowledge  of  its  minifters^  as- 
well  as  from  the  world  at  large* 
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\In  this  and  the  following  Article,  in  which  the  fubjefls  alluded  to  are  further  and  more 
correctly  confider.d  than  b fore , many  repetitions  will  necejfarily  occur ; for  uh'uh 


Of  fome  curious  Grecian  Tombs  difcovered  at  the  Mouth  of  the  Dniester, 
the  Tyras  of  the  Antients,  with  the  Antiques  found  in  them;  one 
of  which  is  in  the  Imperial  Cabinet,  and  two  in  the  Poffeffion  of  Dr. 
GUTHRIE  in  St.  Petersburg. 


relative  to  the  Grecian  Tombs  difcovered  at  the  mouth  of  the  Dniefter,  I have 
had  fufficient  leifure  to  ftudy  the  curious  antiques  found  in  them  (now  in  the 
Imperial  and  my  own  collection)  with  much  more  attention  than  I could  then, 
for  feveral  reafons  ; and  am,  therefore,  enabled  to  treat  the  fubjeCt  more 
thoroughly;  which  I fhall  do  in  the  following  Paper,  and  bring  the  whole 
under  one  point  of  view  as  a Supplement  to  Mrs. Guthrie’s  Tour  to  the 
Euxine  Sea,  with  which  it  has  a natural  connexion  ; although  I lhail  be 
obliged,  in  concentrating  here  the  whole  information  that  I have  at  different 
times  received,  to  repeat  fome  things  mentioned  in  her  Letters  from  the  fpot. 


the  Editor  entreats  the  indulgence  of  the  candid  Reader.  If  all  the  former  part 
of  the  Work  had  not  been  printed  previoufly  to  tbefe  being  prepared,  the  new 
matter  would  hove  been  incorporated  with  the  preceding  Papers  of  the  Appendix, 
and  the  repetitions  thus  avoided.] 


DESCRIPTION 


I wrote  the  two  Memoirs  to  the  Antiquarian  Society  of  London, 


About 
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About  eight  years  ago  that  able  Dutch  engineer,  Major-General  Wollant, 
in  digging  the  foundation  of  a new  fort  eredling  on  the  Liman  or  lake  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Dnieder,  the  Tyras  of  the  Antients,  where  it  falls  into  the 
Pontus  Euxinus,  or  Black  Sea,  difeovered  a number  of  antique  tombs  ten  feet 
below  the ‘prefent  furface  of  the  earth,  and  feven  verds  from  the  prefent  bed 
of  the  Euxine;  two  marks  of  high  antiquity,  as  fhall  be  fhown  at  the  end 
of  this  paper,  by  proofs  drawn  from  natural  hidory. 

Each  of  thofe  done  coffins  (fee  the  Engraving  in  Letter  V.  cf  the  Tour),. 
which  Antiquaries  may  call  an  Ofluarium,  Area,  Loculus,  or  Sarcophagus, 
as  they  think  fit  (though  I fhould  think  the  lad  term  improper  where  the 
cauftic  done  had  no  corpfe  to  adl  upon  and  confume),  contained  burned  bones, 
or  aides  ; and  fometimes  a {mail  figure,  or  penates,  of  baked  clay  lay  buried  in 
the  calcined  remains  of  the  funeral  pile  ; only  two  of  which  have  found  their 
way  to  this  city,  viz.  the  beautiful  female  bud  (mentioned  in  General 
Wollant’s  letter  to  me  given  below),  now  in  the  cabinet  of  his  Imperial 
Majedy,  and  the  curious  male  figure  in  my  own  collection,  which  I called 
a Penate  in  my  Paper  to  the  Antiquarian  Society,  merely  to  give  a better  idea 
of  the  nature  of  my  antique  by  that  well-known  name;  though  well  aware  that 
the  Greeks  had  no  Dii  Penates,  objedts  of  fuperdition  which  the  Romans  did 
not  derive  from  that  refined  people,  to  whom  they  owed  fo  much,  but  from 
the  Trojans  when  Eneas  brought  his  houfehold^  gods  with  him  to  Italy.  How- 
ever, in  holding  thus  the  language  of  antiquity,  I do  not  mean  to  enter  into,, 
or  vouch  for,  the  hidorical  veracity  of  the  event. 

Before  I proceed  to  deferibe  the  curious  objedts  mentioned  above,  his 
Excellency’s  letter  to  me,  announcing  his  difeovery,  with  his  opinion  of  them, 
will  make  a proper  introduction  to  the  obfervations  which  I fhall  take  the 
liberty  of  offering  to  the  publick.  The  following  is  an  exact  tranflation  of 
General  Wollant’s  letter  from  the  original  in  French  t 

<c  Sir, 

“ It  appears  to  me,  that  the  little  antique  bud  which  we  difeovered  on  the 
banks  of  the  Liman. of  the  Dnieder,  named  Laculi  Oviduli  by  the  natives  of  the 
country,  may  merit  your  attention  ; and  I am  forry  that  important  occupations 
have  prevented  rne  till  now  from  informing  you  of  the  chance  which  put  us  in 
poffefdon  of  the  beautiful  antique  fo  worthy  the  attention  of  connoilfeurs. 

“ It  reprefents  the  head  of  a very  handfome  woman,  and  may  be  about 
three  inches  high,  made  of  baked  clay,  and  of  exquifite  workmanfhip  j bearing 
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marks  of  having  been  formed  merely  by  the  fingers,  without  the  ufe  of  any 
kind  of  inftrument.  The  profile  is  Grecian,  and  the  head-drefs  that  of  Diana  ; 
her  hair  is  divided  in  front  into  two  knots,  which  form  together  a fpecies  of 
crefcent ; the  back  of  the  head  is  covered  with  a veil ; and  although  that  drapery 
feems  but  flightly  wrought,  ftill  it  is  highly  finifhed,  and  anfwers  well  to  the 
refi  of  the  buft. 

“ This  antique,  fo  worthy  of  attention,  was  found  in  one  of  the  Tombs 
which  we  daily  difcover  in  our  works  at  the  fortifications  eredling  on  the  banks 
of  the  above  Liman  (lake)  of  the  Dniefter;  and  the  conftrudlion  of  thefe 
fcpulchres  is  as  curious  as  interefting. 

“ Five  flat  ftones  of  a fpathic  fchiftus  (date)  compofe  a fpecies  of  urnZ3+ 
which  contains  human  bones,  charcoal,  and  in  general  a fort  of  broken 
fepulchral  lamp,  with  ajar,  all  of  the  fame  baked  clay.  I fend  you  a Drawing 
of  the  Tomb  in  which  the  butt  was  found,  with  two  large  jars  (one  of  which 
the  Writer  afterwards  received),  {landing  in  the  pofition  reprefented  in  my 
fketch.  My  conjedlures  lead  me  to  fuppofe  that  our  buft  reprefents  a pcnate 
goddefs  buried  with  the  afhes  of  the  dead  ; who  by  the  fize  of  the  tomb,  and 
being  furnifhed  with  two  vafes,  while  the  others  have  but  one,  feems  to  have 
been  a perfon  of  diftindlion.  The  head-drefs  of  the  buft  leads  to  a fuppoftticn 
that  it  muft  be  the  figure  of  Diana,  if  the  veil  does  not  rather  indicate  one 
of  her  priefteftes,  or  a veftal  virgin.  Some  people  will  have  it  to  be  a head 
of  Julia,  from  finding  its  great  refemblance  to  the  portrait  of  that  unfortunate 
princefs  preferved  to  us  on  medals;  and  they  are  the  more  confirmed  in  that 
opinion  from  the  lake  on  which  the  Tomb  ftands  bearing  the  name  of  Ovid  in 
the  tradition  of  the  country ; but  ftrong  reafons  permit  us  to  deny  that  ever 
Ovid  was  beyond  the  Danube.  I have  the  honour  to  be  with  much  con- 

fideration,  Src.” 

• * 

On  tli is  Letter  from  General  Wollant  I fhall  remark,  that  as  to  the  opinion 
of  thofe  who,  from  the  name  of  the  lake,  and  the  refemblance  of  the  buft  to 
portraits  of  the  beautiful  though  lubricious  daughter  of  Auguftus,  think  the 
Tomb  that  of  Ovid,  I fhall  fay  little,  from  my  pcrfedl  convidlion  that  the 

My  correfpondent  is  countenanced  in  calling  the/i/«areOffuariumreprefented  in  his  Drawing 
(See  Letter  V.)  an  urn,  by  the  practice  of  the  Italian  antiquaries,  who  give  that  name  to  exactly 
iuch Jqnare  obje&s  when  they  contain  human  afhes. 
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fepulchres  and  all  their  contents  are  Grecian,  not  Roman ; otherwise  the 
General's  affertion  that  the  Roman  bard  never  was  beyond  the  Danube  would 
have  but  little  weight  with  me,  for  reafons  fimilar  to  thofe  given  in  Mrs. 
Guthrie’s  Letters  from  the  Dniefter;  for,  when  we  refled!  on  Julia’s  being 
the  real  caufe  of  Ovid's  exile,  among  whofe  fuccefsful  lovers  he  is  fufpecfted 
to  have  been,  and  fhe  the  fair  Corinna  that  he  fo  often  celebrates,  we  find  a 
much  better  reafon  for  her  father’s  anger,  than  the  pretended  caufe  of  it,  his 
“ Art  of  Love and  in  that  point  of  view  there  would  have  been  nothing  fur- 
priting  in  having  found  her  buft  in  the  poet’s  tomb,  according  to  a pradfice 
of  the  Antients  explained  below.  As  to  its  being  difcovered  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Dniefter,  when  we  know  from  himfelf  that  he  was  banifhed  to  the 
mouth  of  the  Danube  ; we  have  only  to  recoiled!  his  many  applications  to  his 
friends  in  Rome,  repeated  in  almoft  every  letter  of  his  “Trijliaf  to  obtain 
the  Emperor’s  permiffion  for  his  removal  from  the  fortified  town  of  Tome  to 
fome  more  wholefome  lituation,  where  his  loft  health  might  be  reftored  in 
breathing  a free  air  out  of  conftant  dread  of  the  poifoned  arrows  of  the  hoftile 
Getas ; I fay,  when  we  combine  thofe  eternal  lamentations  with  the  great 
efteem  that  he  was  held  in  by  both  the  Roman  garrifon  and  inhabitants  of 
Tome,  who  crowned  him  with  laurel,  and  exempted  him  from  taxes  paid  by 
every  one  elfe;  and  when  we  add  to  all  thofe  marks  of  refpedl  the  friendfhip  of 
the  native  prince  of  the  country,  the  enlightened  Cotys  V.  a brother  poet, 
whofe  medal  is  given  in  this  Tour  ; it  is  difficult  to  believe  that  Ovid  might 
not  have  been  indulged  fo  far  (though  we  have  no  order  of  Auguftus  on  record 
to  authorife  it)  as  to  attempt  the  re-eftablifhment  of  his  health  in  the  neigh- 
bouring Roman  colony  of  Tyras  on  the  Dniefter;  more  efpecially  as  we  find 
(fee  Letter  VII.  of  the  Tour)  that  a couple  of  infignificant  rivulets  ftill  beyond 
that  river  bore  his  name  in  antiquity;  fo  that,  although  we  have  no  pofitive 
proof  of  Ovid  ever  having  been  to  the  North  Eaft  of  the  Danube,  I cannot 
think  my  correfpondent  can  fhow  caufe  for  pofitively  faying  that  he  never 
was. 

As  to  the  General’s  own  opinion  of  the  buft  (for,  the  idea  of  its  refembling 
Julia,  he  only  gives  as  that  of  others),  I perfedlly  agree  with  him,  that  the 
workmanfhip  and  profile  are  Grecian  ; but  I cannot  fubferibe  to  its  reprefenting 
Diana,  although  rendered  probable  by  that  goddefs  having  antiently  her  temple 
in  the  Taurida,  and  being  worfhipped  on  all  the  coaft.  However,  to  enable 
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the  reader  to  form  a judgement  on  the  fubject,  I have  given  a moft 
exquifite  and  exact  Drawing  of  the  charming  little  object  (fee  Plate  I.) 
with  the  obfervations  which  have  occurred  to  me,  from  an  examination 
of  the  original,  through  the  indulgence  of  the  learned  Antiquary  Mr.  Koehler, 
under  wliofe  care  that  and  all  the  other  precious  antiques  of  the  Imperial  cabinet 
are  moft  defervedly  placed. 

It  is  made  of  baked  clay,  two  and  a half  Englifh  inches,  high, 
and  reprefents  (as  th?  General  fays)  a beautiful  young  woman,  with  the 
marked  Grecian  profile  fo  wfell  knowm  to  painters,  with  her  hair  drefted 
in  the  form  called  by  the  Antients  Cory?nbus , and  commonly  given  to  Venus 
and  Apollo  ; but  fhe  w^ears  no  crefcent  or  other  attribute  of  a divinity  ; 
on  the  contrary,  it  rather  appears  to  me  to  be  one  of  the  Imagunculae  or 
Plagunculae  mentioned  by  Cicero  in  his  letters  to  Atticus,  or  one  of  the 
fmall  images  given  by  Roman  ladies  to  their  favourite  lover,  as  a modern 
lady  would  give  her  picture.  It  is  true,  the  Imagunculae  generally  wrere  of 
wax,  as  they  came  from  the  Lady’s  hands ; but  it  is  as  pertain,  that  the  fa- 
voured gentlemen,  to  make  them  more  durable,  had  them  caft  in  baked 
clay  ; or  Count  Caylus  could  not  have  afiembled  fuch  a number  of  them,  all 
of  that  laft-mentioned  matter,  both  Grecian  and  Roman,  as  he  has  delineated 
in  the  firft,  fecond,  and  fifth  Volume  of  his  “ Recueil  d’Antiquites and, 
what  is  very  fingular,  all  found  in  Tombs  of  Egypt  ; which  would  make  it  feem 
as  if  the  practice  had  obtained  more  in  that  country  than  in  any  other  governed 
by  the  Greeks  and  Romans,  for  the  lovers  to  be  interred  with  the  buft  of  their 
miftrefies,  a cuftom  which  muft  have  exifted  under  the  Ptolemies,  as  w'ell  as 
Caefars,  as  the  Imagunculae  in  the  collection  of  Count  Caylus  are  of  Grecian 
as  w'ell  as  of  Roman  wmrkmanfhip.  I will  juft  hint  at  an  antient  native  practice 
of  Egypt,  fully  explained  in  my  fecond  Memoir,  which  may  have  poffibly 
determined  the  cuftom  of  the  conquerors  of  the  country,  of  burying  their 
Imagunculae  with  them  in  their  tombs;  viz.  the  Egyptian  practice  of  burying 
with  their  mummies  fmall  figures  in  baked  clay  of  Ofiris,  or  Ifis  Averfunca. 
(See  the  Paper  on  my  Egyptian  Scarabaeus,  Appendix,  No.  V.) 

Our  little  Grecian  buft  feems  likewife  to  have  been  moulded  in  wet  clay,  and 
afterwards  baked  in  an  oven  ; but  whether  from  an  image  of  wax,,  we  have  no 
means  of  judging  ; however,  it  appears  only  to  have  been  the  face  and  fore- 
part of  it  that  wras  profiled  into  .the  mould  ; while  the  back  part,  on  the  con- 
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trary,  was  certainly  left  out,  and  afterwards  merely  flightly  fculptured  with 
fome  inllrument,  and  the  fuperfiuous  clay  cut  off,  which  has  produced  fome- 
thing  like  the  fimilitude  of  a veil,  though  we  cannot  take  upon  us  to  fay  (not- 
withftanding  our  refpeCt  for  the  opinion  of  General  Wollant)  that  the  artift 
pofitively  meant  to  reprefent  that  fpecies  of  drapery  ; although,  indeed,  the 
reader  will  judge  for  himfelf  of  all  thofe  circumftances,  from  the  accurate 
Drawing  that  I have  had  made  by  a painter  of  reputation. 

I fhall  now  proceed  to  defcribe  the  two  valuable  relicks  of  antiquity  in  my 
own  collection,  from  the  fame  Tombs ; the  one  a prefent  from  the  General 
Popoff,  the  other  from  Mr.  Felix  de  Ribas. 

The  firff  of  them  (fee  Plate  III.  fig.  3.)  is  a figure  of  baked  clay,  or  potter’s 
red  ware,  four  inches  and  three  quarters  high.  It  reprefents  a bearded  head 
on  one  of  the  fhapelefs  trunks  which  the  Antients  conftantly  gave  to  Terminus, 
often  to  Priapus,  and  fometimes  to  Pan  ; but  what  render  this  antique  unique 
of  its  kind  are  three  female  figures  climbing  up  the  old  man’s  body,  one  of 
whom  has  got  aftride  his  right  fhoulder,  and  feems  looking  down  at  a fourth 
female,  offering  a ram’s-head  at  his  feet. 

The  Phallus  fo  confpicuoufly  placed  on  his  belly  feems  to  announce  this 
figure  as  a reprefentation  of  Priapus ; but,  as  it  wants  the  horns,  ears,  and 
appropriate  crown  of  that  antient  emblem  of  generation,  and,  inftead  of  the 
lafcivious  leer  of  the  wanton  god,  has  a fedate  decent  countenance,  I will 
hazard  a conjecture,  that  it  poffibly  may  have  been  meant  for  Pan,  god  of 
fhephcds,  fo  often  feen  on  coins  of  this  paftoral  country  (fee  the  Tour  for 
feveral  of  them),  fporting  with  his  nymphs  j for  Grecian  mythology  not  only 
makes  Pan  be  educated  by  nymphs  on  mount  Mcenatus  in  his  native  country 
Arcadia,  but  afterwards  their  leader,  they  having  followed  him  from  love  to  his 
mufic ; and  if  we  could  credit  Dionyfius,  that  the  Pan  of  the  Greeks  was  a 
modification  of  Ofiris,  we  might  then  account  for  another  ftriking  character 
of  our  penates,  the  glaring  Phallus,  from  what  Plutarch  fays  of  the  Egyptian 
god,  membrum  vvile  ejl  ipft  arreftum,  to  indicate  (adds  the  moralift)  the  genera-, 
tive  power  of  the  deity.  Now  we  know  that  it  was  a practice  in  Egypt  to  inter 
with  the  dead  fmall  figures  of  Ofiris  in  baked  clay,  as  well  as  ftones  cut  in 
form  of  the  beetle,  and  covered  with  engraved  objeCls  of  their  worfhip ; and  as 
the  Greeks  took  fo  nmny  other  things  from  Egypt,  they  may  likewife  have 
taken  that  cuftom. 

However, 
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However,  as  conjeCUire  is  free,  and  indeed  is  the  only  refource  we  have  in 
fuch  a cafe  where  the  object  is  unique,  and  where  of  courfe  we  have  no  com- 
parifonsto  guide  our  judgement,  we  might  fuppofe  the  four  female  figures  the 
four  feafons  or  hours  ; more  efpecially  as  then  the  ram’s  head  may  have  fome 
reference  to  the  feafon  of  the  year  when  - Ofiris,  or  the  fun,  enters  that 
fign  of  the  zodiac;  I fay,  this,  like  the  laft,'  might  appear  a very  plaufible 
conjecture,  did  not  a ftubborn  faCt  hand  in  the  way  of  both  ; which  is,  that 
the  females  are  drefifed  in  the  common  Greek  garb,  with  the  veil  called  Calyptera , 
on  their  heads  and  fhoulders,  which  Grecian  women  conftantly  wore  when  they 
went  abroad  ; fo  that  their  coftume  will  neither  bear  out  the  idea  of  nymphs  or 
of  hours,  unlefs  we  can  believe  that  the  Antients  took  fometimes  fculptoric  as 

l 

well  as  poetic  licence. 

I make  little  doubt  but  that  the  placid  countenance  and  well-combed  beard 
(fo  unlike  the  face  and  bufhy  beard  of  Pan)  will  make  fome  readers  fuppofe 
it  rather  the  head  of  Jove  than  the  god  of  fhepherds,  conftantly  placed  on  fuch 
fhapelefs  trunks  to  reprefent  Terminus ; and  in  that  cafe,  if  any  one  can  fugged: 
a reafon  for  finding  Jupiter  in  fuch  company,  I will  give  up  my  own  conjeClure 
of  Pan,  of  which  I am  not  over  fond.  The  ram’s  head  offered  at  his  feet  can 
be  no  impediment  to  the  hypothefis,  as  Jupiter  was  worfhipped  in  Egypt  under 
the  form  of  a ram,  though  the  Greeks  drew  him  in  human  fhape  with  only  the 
horns  of  a ram,  under  the  name  of  Jupiter  Ammon.  But  in  fpite  of  all  that  I 
can  conje&ure  in  favour  of  the  more  decent  and  modeft  nature  of  my  antique,  I 
am  afraid  that  the  weight  of  evidence  will  be  found  for  its  reprefeniing  Priapus ; 
and  even  the  decent  placidity  of  his  countenance  will  not  avail,  as  Count 
Caylus  gives  us  two  figures  of  Priapus  with  the  head  of  Jupiter.  But  the 
analogy,  above  all  others,  that  fixes  its  character,  is  a painting  on  an  outfide 
wall  in  Pompeia,  reprefenting  Priapus  with  a ftill  more  remarkable  Phallus, 
furrounded  with  wine  veffels  and  girls,  one  of  whom  is  in  the  aCt  of  offering 
him  a ram;  — a ftriking  coincidence!  This  curious  fign-poft  has  led  Antiquaries 
to  fufpeCt  that  the  houfe  was  not  of  the  belt  fame ; and  I fhould  be  forry  to 
■think  that  we  had  difcovered  at  the  mouth  of  the  Tyras  the  tomb  of  the  matron 
of  a houfe  of  this  denomination,  who  had  been  buried  with  the  infignia  of  her 
profeffion. 

My  fecond  antique  (fee  Plate  III.  fig.  2)  is  one  of  the  Vafes  which  belonged 
to  the  largeft  of  the  tombs,  the  fame  as  fketched  by  the  General,  and,  like 
all  the  other  objeCts,  of  potters’  ware;  it  is  two  feet  eight  inches  high,  and  three 

feet 
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feet  eleven  inches  in  circumference.  It  is  incruftated  infide  and  outfide  with 
fea-fhells  in  afoffile  fiate  ; a curious  fa6l  which  I fhall  foon  make  ufe  of  to  prove 
the  high  antiquity  of  the  tombs.  It  feems  the  Kados  of  the  Greeks  and  the 
Amphora  of  the  Romans,  both  in  form  and  fize;  a fa<T  very  evident  from  the 
well-known  figure  of  that  antique  wine  veflfel,  fo  pointed  at  the  bottom  as  to  be 
incapable  of  handing  upright,  if  not  fixed  in  the  earth;  wifely  deftined  for 
an  inclining  pofition,  fo  as  to  make  the  liquor  fwell  the  cork,  and  exclude  the 
air,  as  we  place  our  modern  bottles  for  the  fame  purpofe  ; but  I have  likewife 
afcertained  the  identity  of  my  Vafe  with  the  Greek  and  Roman  jar,  by  mea- 
furing  the  quantity  of  liquor  that  it  can  contain,  which  I find  to  be  forty-eight 
fextarii,  or  thirty-fix  modern  bottles,  counting  one  pint  and  a half  Englifh  to 
a fextarius,  exactly  the  quantity  which  the  Amphora  contained,  the  Diota 
Sabina  of  Horace  ; this  our  Euxine  colonifis  may  have  obtained  from  the  famous 
pottery  on  the  ifland  of  Samos,  which  furnifhed  even  Rome  with  the  Vafa 
Sarnia. 

It  may  excite  furprife  to  find  only  the  common  Greek  and  Roman  wine 
vefiel  employed  as  fepulchral  urns  in  our  Euxine  Tombs ; for  all  that  I have 
either  feen  or  heard  of  from  thence  are  either  the  Amphora,  or  its  fubdivifions 
the  Urnae  and  Modii,  the  one  holding  half,  the  other  a quarter  of  the  Am- 
phora, or  Kados.  However,  this  pradlice  does  not  feem  to  have  been  confined 
to  the  colonies  on  the  Black  Sea,  any  more  than  the  fingular  conftru<fiion  of 
their  tombs  without  the  ufe  of  any  kind  of  cement  to  keep  the  plates  together ; 
for  thofe  given  in  the  laft  Work  of  Sir  William  Hamilton,  as  the  tombs  of  the 
firft  Greek  colonies  who.  fettled  in  Italy,  are  compofed  exaddly  like  ours,  of 
five  large  flat  ftones  put  together  without  cement;  while  the  Vafes  found  in 
them  are  exactly  of  the  fame  form  with  mine,  and  both  found,  to  make  the 
coincidence  ftill  more  ftriking,  at  a confiderable  depth  from  the  prefent  furface 
of  the  earth  ; nay,  we  even  fee  a fourth  circumftance  of  agreement,  in  afhes 
being  found  in  none  of  the  Vafes,  but  always,  as  with  us,  in  the  ftone  Ofiuarii, 
as  I fometitnes  call  them,  for  want  of  a better -name;  for  thofe  we  are  told 
tvere  fquare  boxes. 

But  it  muft  be  remarked,  that  it  is  only  the  fimpleft  and  rudeft  of  the  many 
Tombs  and  Vafes  delineated  and  defcribed  by  the  able  Britifh  minifter  at 
Naples,  which  -referable  ours,  and  which  both  he  and  his  learned  friend  M. 
d’ltaleniky  think  by  far  the  moll  antient,  and  belonging  to  the  firft  colonifis 
who  emigrated  to  that  part  of  Italy  named  by  the  antients  Magna  Grecia, 
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while  the  arts  were  ftill  in  their  infancy  in  the  mother  country ; and  we  might 
almoft  hazard  a conjecture,  from  the  lingular  affinity  explained  above  in  their 
fepulchres,  that  the  colony  which  fettled  at  the  mouth  of  the  Dniefter  left 
Greece  much  about  the  fame  time  with  the  Italian  emigrants.  We  likewife  fee 
by  the  valuable  Work  of  Andrew  Burdon,  profeffor  of  the  Royal  French 
Academy  of  Painting,  that  the  Antients  occafionally  ufed  the  Amphora  form 
in  other  parts  of  the  world  as  both  cinereous  and  lachrymal  urns ; of  which  he 
has  given  a number  found  in  tombs  exactly  fimilar ; however,  ours  never  could 
have  been  intended  for  cinereous  urns,  as  no  cinders  were  found  in  any  of 
them,  any  more  than  in  thofe  of  Italy  delineated  by  Sir  William  Hamilton, 
unlefs  we  could  fuppofe  that  the  cork13s  in  the  bottom  of  the  Amphora  has 
been  decompofed  in  fuch  a number  of  ages,  and  the  allies  returned  to  their 
mother  earth.  As  to  their  ferving  as  lachrymal  urns,  it  would  have  been  rather 
abfurd  to  feledl  the  Amphora,  which  would  hold  the  tears  of  feveral  colonies 
united;  fo  that  the  ufe  of  thofe  Vafes  I ffiall  not  take  upon  me  to  determine, 
or  whether  they  may  not  have  been  fuppofed  to  contain  wine,  as  victuals  are 
placed  on  graves  and  tombs  by  fome  nations  (fee  my  “ Ruffian  Antiquities,” 
publiffied  in  French  at  St  Petersburg  1795),  a remnant  of  antient  fuperftition 
ftill  exifting  in  our  own  days ; but  indeed  the  paffport  and  piece  of  coin  put 
into  the  hands  of  a corpfe  even  by  fome  fpecies  of  Chriftians,  ffiow,  that 
material  objedts  are  ftill  fuppofed  ufeful  to  departed  fpirits  at  the  end  of  the 
18th  century. 

I have  now  only  to  add  a few  words  on  the  high  antiquity  and  Grecian  origin 
of  the  Euxine  Tombs ; both,  in  my  opinion,  very  demonftrable. 

As  to  the  general  fa dt  of  the  North  fhore  of  the  Pontus  Euxinus  being  once 
planted  with  Greek  colonies,  there  cannot  be  a doubt,  as  all  the  antient 
hiftorians  and  geographers,  from  Herodotus  down  to  Ptolemy,  fpeak  of  them 
as  fettled  at  the  mouths  of  all  the  great  rivers  running  through  Scythia  into  the 
Black  Sea.  I fay,  this  fadl  could  not  be  doubted,  if  it  had  not  even  been  men- 
tioned at  the  end  of  a Tour  where  the  antient  hiftory,  as  well  as  modern 
defcription,  of  moft  of  thofe  cities  are  given,  together  with  coins  ftruck  in 
them  with  Greek  inscriptions,  both  Imperial  and  Autonomatic. 


i3?  The  Antients  employed  cork,  wax,  and  relin,  to  Ihut  their  Vafes,  exactly  as  the  Modern 
ufe  thefe  fubftances  to  cork  bottles. 

Now, 
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Now,  as  to  my  reafon  for  thinking  the  Tombs  difcovered  by  General 
Wollant  thofe  of  the  Greek  colony  of  Tyras,  they  are  as  follow  : 

Firft,  there  is  ftrong  internal  and  external  evidence,  from  the  ftile  of  the 
workmanfhip  of  the  antiques  found  in  them,  that  they  are  G recian.  Secondly, 
the  linking  refemblance  of  the  Tombs  themfelves,  as  well  as  the  Vafes,  with 
thofe  fuppofed  to  have  belonged  to  the  firft  Greek  colonies  in  Magna  Grecia. 
And,  thirdly,  the  Greek  letters  Hill  viiible  on  one  of  the  Vafes  in  the  General’s 
fketch,  which  led  me  to  fufpedl  them  to  be  the  Vafa  Sarnia  from  the  famous 
pottery  much  in  the  courfe  of  veffels  coming  from  the  Ionian  colonies  in  Alia 
Minor,  whicli  carried  on  a great  commerce  with  the  Euxine ; and  indeed  the 
people  of  Milet,  juft  by  Samos,  were  the  principal  fettlers  on  this  coaft.  It  is 
another  curious  coincidence,  that  Sir  William  Hamilton  mentions  Greek  letters 
on  fome  of  the  antique  Vafes  found  in  the  Tombs,  which  fo  much  referable 

ours.  — So  much  for  thefe  Tombs  having  belonged  to  the  Greeks  ; and,  as  to 

\ 

the  particular  city  which  filled  them  with  afhes,  8cc.  it  muft  certainly  have  been 
that  of  Tyras ; as  the  other  two  Greek  cities  on  the  Dniefter,  Ophiufa  and 
Niconia,  are  placed  too  high  up  the  river,  both  by  d’Anville  and  the  Abbe 
Barthelemy,  to  have  buried  their  dead  at  its  mouth,  where  the  larger  town  of 
Tyras  flood  till  the  time  of  the  Romans;  when  Pliny  the  elder  fays  it  was 
moved  to  an  ifland  farther  up,  poflibly  for  greater  fafety,  or  fome  unknown 
reafon. 

Thus,  I prefume,  there  is  only  left  for  me  to  prove  that  the  tombs  and  antiques 
treated  of  in  this  Memoir  are  as  old  as  the  exiftence  of  the  faid  Grecian  colony, 
which  once  flood  on  the  fpot  where  they  were  found  ; a tafk  rendered  not 
difficult  by  adverting  to  certain  phenomena  already  hinted  at  in  a curfory 
manner. 

My  Vafe  is  incruftated  with  calcined  fhells,  not  of  the  kind  called  diluvian  in 
natural  hiftory,  which  are  often  exotics,  not  found  in  the  European  feas,  but 
with  fhells  all  natives  of  the  Euxine,  fuch  as  Oftrea,  Madlray,  Anomia,  &c. 
It  is  evident  then,  that  the  Black  Sea  formerly  rofe  as  high  as  the  tombs,  or  it 
could  not  have  depofited  its  fhells  on  my  Vafe;  but  now  it  is  at  the  diftance 
of  feven  verfts,  or  near  five  miles,  from  them.  The  Tombs  likewife  muft  have 
originally  been  placed  near-the  furface  of  the  earth  to  have  received  fuch  a 
depofition  on  a Vafe  Handing  on  a level  with  them  ; but  the  General  found 
them  buried  ten  feet  below  it.  Surely  thefe  two  ftmple  fadls  require  little 
explanation  to  the  learned,  to  fhow  the  number  of  ages  neceflary  for  fuch  a 
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retreat  of  the  fea,  and  fuch  an  elevation  of  the  furface  ; nay,  even  fuppofing  that 
cur  tombs  had  been  originally  buried  at  the  depth  of  four  feet,  as  Sir  William 
found  thofe  of  Italy,  ftill  there  is  an  accumulation  of  fix  feet. 

As  to  the  firft  phenomenon,  or  the  number  of  years  that  the  fea  requires  to 
retreat  to  fuch  adiftance,  we  have  but  few  certain  obfervations  on  record  to  judge 
from,  except  the  port  of  Ravenna  in  Italy,  conftrudted  by  Auguftus  for  250 
veflels  of  war,  which  is  now  at  the  diftance  of  near  four  miles  from  the  fea. 
However,  our  fadt  confirms  the  aflertions  of  a number  of” antient  authors  with 
regard  to  the  gradual  fall  of  the  Euxine,  and  the  theory  of  a celebrated  modern 
naturalift,  whom  we  venerate  in  this  country  (Dr.  Pallas),  who  accounts  for  the 
formation  of  what  he  thinks  a more  modern  horizontal  ftratum  of  earth  on  the 
South  coaft  of  the  Taurida,  mixed  with  Euxine  fhells,  while  thofe  of  the  other 
firata  are  moftly  exotics,  and  inclined  in  a different  diredlion,  by  the  fill  of  the 
Euxine  Sea. 

As  to  the  other  phenomenon,  or  the  time  required  for  the  formation  of 
vegetable  earth,  from  the  gradual  decompofition  of  organic  bodies,  and  the 
accumulation  of  duft,  &c.  carried  by  the  winds  from  one  fpot  to  another,  I 
know  of  but  one  folitary  inftance  from  which  we  can  form  a conjecture,  and 
even  that  not  very  applicable  to  the  cafe  in  point. 

The  learned  hiftorian  of  the  famous  Mount  Etna  in  Sicily,  the  Abbe 
Rofcoupero,  informs  us,  that  the  wide  ftratum  of  lava,  erupted  from  the 
mountain  in  the  fecond  punic  war  during  the  fiege  of  Syracufe,  which  flopped 
a Roman  army  on  its  march,  and  obliged  them  to  make  the  tour  of  .Etna  to 
arrive  at  their  deftination,  has  ^as  yet  acquired  in  2000  years  not  fufficient  earth 
to  grow  either  corn  or  vines,  though  certainly  fome  fine  afhes  muft  occafionally 
be  blown  that  way  during  volcanos,  independent  of  the  decompofition  of  the 
lava  in  fuch  a lapfe  of  time,  and  the  accumulation  of  duft,  feeds,  leaves,  &c. 
the  fport  of  the  winds  in  all  countries.  The  fame  port  of  Ravenna,  cited 
above,  would  fhow,  however,  a much  more  prompt  example  of  the  accumu- 
lation of  foil  ; as  we  are  told,  that,  fo  early  as  the  fixth  century,  vines  grew 
where  the  fleet  of  Auguftus  rode  five  centuries  before  ; but  as  that  port  was 
filled  up  with  matter  carried  in  by  the  fea  and  wind,  no  calculation  can  be 
made  from  fuch  a cafe  ; and  I fufpedt  that  the  fame  caufes  may  have  operated 
for  a time  at  leaft  on  our  Tombs,  or  it  would  be  otherwife  impoflible  to  account 
for  fo  uncommon  an  increafe  of  furface,  which  I prefume  is  without  ex- 
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ample.  The  conclulion  that  I would  draw  from  thefe  phenomena  is,  that 
although,  for  the  reafons  given  above,  we  cannot  form  any  thing  like  an 
accurate  idea  of  the  number  of  ages  that  our  Tombs  and  other  antiques  have 
lain  where  the  General  found  them,  ftill  we  may  venture  to  conjecture  that 
they  are  at  leaft  as  old  as  when  the  Greeks  inhabited  the  city  of  Tyras,  before 
Pompey  conquered  Mithridates  Eupator,  who  then  pofTefled  the  Taurida  and 
adjacent  countries,  and  of  courfe  was  forced  to  cede  them  with  his  life  to  the 
victorious  Romans,  as  related  in  the  Tour. 
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DESCR  IPTION 

Of  a curious  Egyptian  Antioue  ; in  the  Collection  of  Dr.  MATTHEW 
GUTHRIE,  of  St. Petersburg. 

Th  IS  curious  Antique  (fee  Plate  III.  fig.  i.)  was  given  me  by  General  de 
KorfakofF,  of  the  Artillery,  well  known  in  Rufiia  for  his  tafle  and  collections 
in  the  fine  Arts  and  Natural  Hiflory.  I underflood,  when  I firft  made  the 
valuable  acquifition,  that  it  had  been  received  from  the  fhores  of  the  Euxine  ; 
but,  on  renewing  the  queflion,  his  Excellency  told  me,  that  he  had  led  me  into 
an  error ; for,  on  confuting  afterwards  the  catalogue  of  his  cabinet,  he  had 
found  the  Antique  given  me  noted  there  as  brought  from  Egypt,  with  a 
Mummy  formerly  in  his  pofFeffion,  and  that  the  miflake  had  arifen  from  a 
wrong  number  being  put  on  it,  which  referred  to  another  object. 

Before  this  explanation,  however,  I had  fet  it  down  as  Egyptian  in  a Memoir 
to  the  Antiquarian  Society  of  London,  from  the  well-known  flifF  flile  of 
Egyptian  fculpture,  never  aiming  at  elegance,  but  always  at  durability,  by 
feldom  rilking  the  lofs  of  a detached  member,  either  concealed,  or  only  fhown 
in  relief  on  the  folid  block ; which  gives  their  flatues  in  general  the  aukward 
flifF  form  and  appearance  of  their  mummies,  of  which  the  very  object  that  I am 
defcribing  is  an  excellent  example. 
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But  there  are  other  cogent  reafons  which  ferve  to  determine  the  country 
of  my  Antique  ; fuch  as  its  being  cut  into  the  well-known  oblong  form  of  the 
facred  Scarabasus,  an  infedt  worfhipped  in  Egypt ; for  which  reafon  they  took, 
its  form  for  the  Hones  on  which  they  engraved  their  amulets,  whether  in- 
tended to  be  hung  round  the  neck,  ufed  as  a feal  (before  the  ufe  of  the 
chirograph,  or  feal  ring),  or  interred,  with  the  dead;  in  all  thefe  cafes  the 
beetle-formed  Hones  or  amulets  were  conHantly  covered  with  engraved  objects 
which  had  a connexion  with  their  religion.  For  example,  the  Agathodemon, 
or  good  demon,  in  form  of  a ferpent,  was  a favourite  objedt:  on  their  fepulchral 
amulets;  as  was  their  goddefs  Ills  in  her  character  of  Averfunca,  or  protedlrefs 
againft  the  bad  demon;  and  therefore  often  found  in  what  the  Engl ilh  call 
mummy  pits,  as  a guardian  of  the  embalmed  bodies  depolited  in  thefe  cata- 
combs. I fhall  likewife  remark,  in  palling,  as  it  is  not  dire 61  ly  connedtecl  with 
my  Antique,  that  fmall  figures  of  Ofiris  of  baked  clay,  in  matter  and  form 
much  refembling  the  laH-mentioned  guardian  of  the  dead,  are  likewife  often, 
found  in  the  Egyptian  catacombs  interred  with  the  mummies. 

The  Scarabaeus  in  my  polfelfion,  from  its  fuperior  fize  to  the  neck  amulet 
and  feal,  I fhould  fuppofe  may  rather  have  been  employed  as  an  ex  voto  in  fome 
temple  (likew-ife  a ufe  to  which  thefe  facred  Hones  were  put) ; or,  what  is  Hill 
more  probable,  it  may  have  been  found'  buried  with  the  mummy  that  it 
accompanied  to- Europe,  now  in  the  Imperial  mufeum  of  this  city. 

It  appears  to  me  to  reprefent  a Prieft  of  the  Nile  for  the  following 
reafons  : 

FirH,  from  the  figure  being  cut  on  a Hone  in  the  form  of  the  facred 
infedt. 

Secondly,  from  the  upper  part  of  his  face  being  covered  with  his  black 
mantle  ; to  indicate  that  the  fource  of  the  river  was  hid  from  its  adorers,  and 
even  its  priefis. 

Thirdly,  from  his  white  garb  terminating  in  the  mouth  of  a crocodile  ; an 
amphibious  animal,  fo  common  and  dreaded  in  the  Nile,  as  to  render  the 
ichneumon,  or  rat  of  Pharo,  an  objedf  of  worfhip,  for  its  deflroying  the 
eggs  of  that  voracious  and  dangerous  monfter.  The  jaws  of  the  crocodile 
\ therefore  fuppofe  were  placed  where  they  are,  to  indicate  the  connedfion 
of  the  figure  with  the  Nile ; and  indeed  none  of  its  emblems  are  fo  well  under-- 
* Hood,. 
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flood,  though  we  fee  the  Sphinx"36,  Lotus  237,  Ibis238,  and  Sixteen  Children  239, 
occaflonally  ufed  as  fuch,  either  flngly  or  two  or  three  together,  to  diftinguifh 
the  perfoniflcation  of  the  Nile  from  other  river  gods,  fuch  as  the  Tiber,  Tigris, 
Rhine,  Euphrates,  and  Danube  ; all  reprefented  inhuman  forms  by  the  Antients, 
and  charatflerifed  by  their  peculiar  attributes. 

There  are  two  objections  which  may  be  made  by  Antiquaries  againft  my 
Antique  reprefenting  an  Egyptian  prieft ; but  I flatter  myfelf  that  they  will  be 
removed  by  the  following  obfervations  : 

The  flrft  is,  that  the  priefls  of  that  country  in  general  wore  the  plant 
Perfea  tied  to  their  chin  in  lieu  of  their  natural  beard;  but,  as  that  vegetable 
was  facred  to  Ofiris,  it  was  moft  probably  only  indifpenfable  to  his  own 
peculiar  priefls,  and  not  abfolutely  neceflary  to  all  thofe  of  the  other  gods,  of 
which  we  have  a proof  in  thofe  of  Horus  wearing  the  lotus  on  their  heads  as  a 
diftinguifhing  mark. 

But  I fhould  think  that  the  drefs  of  the  priefls  of  the  Nile  muft  have  been 
regulated  by  the  coftume  of  the  god  himfelf,  who  is  reprefented  in  the  fine 
ftatue  of  the  Nile  in  the  Belvidera  as  a venerable  man,  with  a bufhy  beard, 
leaning  on  a fphinx  and  a crocodile,  furrounded  by  fixteen  children,  all  of 
which  are  explained  in  the  preceding  Note  ; the  only  attribute  that  he  has  in 
common  with  other  river  gods  is,  a cornucopiae  ; and,  although  that  emblem 
of  plenty  is  certainly  applicable  to  every  one  of  them  in  fome  degree,  as  the 
fources  of  abundance  in  all  hot  climates,  ftill  the  Nile,  above  all  others,  has  a 
fuperlative  claim  to  the  horn  of  plenty,  as  it  alone  fertilizes  the  fandy  fields 
of  Egypt,  which  would  be  a defert  without  its  annual  inundations ; while  few 
other  countries  depend  for  food  on  a Angle  ftream.  It  would  therefore  appear, 

236  The  Sphinx  was  ufed  as  an  emblem  of  the  Nile,  from  its  allegoric  compofition  of  Leo  and 
Virgo,  the  figns  of  the  zodiac  in  which  the  fun  (worlhipped  in  Egypt  under  the  name  of  Horns) 
is  during  the  inundation  of  the  river. 

233  The  Lotus  was  another  emblem  of  the  Nile,  as  a plant  facred  to  Horus,  from  being  obferved 
to  rife  with  the  fun  above  the  furface  of  that  river,  and  again  return  to  its  watery  abode  when  the 
fun  fet  in  the  evening. 

138  The  Ibis  was  a third  emblem  of  the  Nile,  as  a bird  worlhipped,  or  held  facred  for  de- 
ftroying  the  numerous  ferpents  hatched  in  the  mud  left  by  the  inundations  of  that  river. 

139  The  Sixteen  Children  were  a fourth  emblem ; as  by  that  allegory  the  Egyptians  indicated  the 
fixteen  cubits  which  the  Nile  rofe  above  its  ordinary  level  in  the  moil:  plentiful  and  happy  years 
for  agriculture. 

The  fifth  emblem  I have  already  mentioned  (the  voracious  Crocodile)  j and  thefe  were  all  em- 
ployed on  different  relicks  of  antiquity  to  chara&erife  the  Nile. 
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that,  the  Nile  being  reprefented  with  a bufhy  beard,  it  was  the  moft  natural 
drefs  for  its  priefts,  who  would  be  out  of  chara&er  with  the  Perfea  of  Ofiris 
hanging  at  their  chins,  to  confound  them  with  the  minifters  of  that  deity;  and 
of  courfc  the  natural  beard  of  my  antique  can  be  no  objedion  to  its  repre- 
fenting  a prieft  of  the  Nile,  or  indeed  the  river  god  himfelf,  as  Mr.  Bell,  in 
his  “New  Pantheon,"  (to  whom  we  are  obliged  for  a number  of  valuable 
plates,  and  among  the  reft  the  Belvidera  ftatue,  with  all  the  other  rivers  men- 
tioned above,)  fays,  he  has  feen  a ftatue  of  the  Nile,  with  his  mantle  drawn 
half  over  his  face:4°,  like  the  figure  under  defcription. 

There  is  likewife  an  objection  which  may  be  made  againft  the  antiquity 
of  my  Scarabaeus,  drawn  from  certain  characters  engraven  on  the  back  of  the 
mantle,  regarded  by  fomp  as' much  more  modern  than  the  epoch  of  genuine 
Egyptian  fculpture  ; but  I think  even  this  apparently  ftrong  objection  muft  lofe 
its  force,  when  we  know  that  the  Abraxas  in  the  different  cabinets  of  Europe 
are  nothing  elfe  than  Egyptian  Scarabcei,  disfigured  and  fcribbled  on  in  various 
characters,  Hebrew,  Syriac,  Coptic,  Greek,  he.  he.  by  the  Bafilidians  or 
Gnoftic  Chriftians  of  Egypt,  to  convert  them  into  teffera  hofpitalitatis  by  marks 
and  figns  only  known  among  themfelves ; as  with  fuch  a token  in  their  pockets 
they  could  travel  through  all  Egypt,  ever  fure  of  finding  a hofpitable  reception 
from  the  whole  brotherhood.  Now  if  we  allow  the  truth  of  this  affertion  by 
the  learned  antiquary  Count  Caylus,  to  whofe  refearches  the  world  owes  fo 
much,  the  characters  on  the  mantle  of  this  figure  fhould  not  militate  againft 
the  antiquity  of  my  Scarabaeus,  though  they  may  have  been  placed  there 
many  centuries  after  its  fabrication  ; as  they  may  have  no  kind  of  connection 
with  the  original,  and  may  merely  be  a mark  of  poffeflion,  like  a man's 
name  on  his  book  in  Europe,  if  not  a Gnoftic  pafs-word,  if  ever  my  Scarabaeus 
ferved  for  a t offer  a hofpitalitatis  in  the  Eaft  ; all  as  unknown  to  me  as  the 
language,  which',  by  the  by,  is  only  fufpefted  to  be  modern  ; for  no  one  here 
underftands  it. 

P.  S.  I forgot  to  mention  a collateral  proof  of  my  Scarabaeus  being 
Egyptian,  in  the  ftone  being  of  that  country,  and  of  that  fpecies  called  by 
the  Antients  Lapis.  Heraclianus ; poffibly  from  the  place  where  it  was  firft 
found,  like  the  Labradore,  though  brought  from  Siberia.  Count  Caylus 
found  koine  varieties  of  the  Lapis  Heraclianus  which  effervefeed  with  acids 
like  mine. 

wo  See  his  Article  “Nile,”  page  104. 
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Page  122,  line  6,  from  bottom,  for  Aujlria,  read  Afturias. 

161,  line  6,  from  bottom,  for  loth  Jons  of  Leucon,  read  Jon  and  grandfotl  of  Lcttcon, 
193,  line  5,  for  Starvi,  read  Staroi. 

205,  line  14,  for  Shuralour,  read  Shuwaloff, i 
291,  line  19,  for  Belingo,  read  Belugo. 

300,  line  19,  for  oils,  read  oil. 

318,  line  2,  of  the  note,  for  Tmutaracun , read  Tamaracait. 

329,  line  1,  of  the  note,  for  Jhips,  readjhip. 

360,  line  15,  for  Trojan,  read  Trajan. 

37 5,  line  9,  from  bottom,  for  or,  read  on, 

402,  line  1 , for  Tomb,  read  Tome . 
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lion.  The  Maps  amount  to  between  Forty  and  Fifty,  from  entirely  new  Drawings, fuperintended 
and  reviled  by  Mr.  Arrowfmith,  whafe  Skill  in  this  Department  is  univerially  acknowledged. 
The  chief  Authorities  are  alfo  marked  at  the  Bottom  of  each  Map,  and  they  are  illultrated  by 
Air.  Pinkerton  with  many  important  Features  of  the  Countries,  and  interefting  Names  derived 
from  numerous  Works  of  Natural  and  Civil  Hiltory,  which  will  be  in  vain  fought  for  even  in  a 
large  and  expenfive  Atlas.  They  are  engraved  by  Mr.  Lowry  in  a Style  of  Clearnefs  and  Beauty 
never  before  attempted,  and  upon  a new  Principle  fuggetted  by  the  Author. 

For  the  Accommodation  of  Perfons,  to  whom  fuch  a Mode  of  Publication  may  be  ac- 
ceptable, l'ome  Copies"  are  divided  into  Eight  Parts,  and  will  be  published  Monthly,  till  com- 
pleted, at  1 1 s.  each  Part,  Jewed.  ■ „ 

An  Abridgement  of  this  Work,  by  the  Author,  is  in  a State  of  Preparation. 

2.  An  ACCOUNT  of  a GEOGRAPHICAL  and  ASTRONOMICAL  EXPEDITION  to  the 
Northern  Parts  of  RUSSIA,  for  afeertaining  the  Degrees  of  Latitude  and  Longitude  of  the 
Mouth  of  the  River  Kovima  ; of  the  whole  Coat! of  TJhulJki,  to  Eaft  Cape;  and  of  the  Itl.uids  in 
the  Eajlern  Ocean,  ft  re  telling  to  the  American  Coaft.  Performed  by  Command  of  her  Imperial 
Majefty  Catherine  the  Second,  Emprefs  of  all  the  R'lffias,  by  Commodore  JOSEPH  BILLINGS, 
in  the  Years  1785  to  1794.  The  whole  narrated  from  the  original  Papers,  by  MARTIN  SAUER, 
Secretary  to  the  Expedition.  Elegantly  printed  in  Quarto,  and  illultrated  by  a Chart,  and  nu- 
merous other  Engravings  of  Views,  &c.  Price  2I.  2s.  in  hoards. 

*.**  A few  Copies  on  Royal  Paper,  with  early  Impreffions  of  the  Plates,  price  3I.  3 s.  in 
boards. 

3.  A SECOND  VOLUME  OF  AN  ACCOUNT  of  the  ENGLISH  COLONY  in  NEW 
SOUTH  WALLS,  comprifing  the  Tranfaiitions  of  the  Settlement  for  Four  Years  fubfequent  to 
the  former  Account;  and  containing  fome  interefting  Particulars  of  the  Difcovery  of  Ba/s  Strait, 
and  further  Obfervations  on  the.  Cuftoms  and  Manners  of  the  Natives  of  New  Holland,  by  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel COLLINS,  Author  of  the  former  Volume.  Handfomely  printed  in  Quarto,  with 
a Map,  and  other  Engravings,  of  Views,  Natural  Hiftory,  &c. 

4.  VOYAGES  from  MONTREAL,  on  the  River  St.  Lawrence,  through  the  Continent  of 
NORTH  AMERICA,  to  the  Frozen  and  Pacific  Oceans,  in  the  Years  1789  to  1793.  With  a 
Preliminary  Account  of  the  Rife,  Progrefs,  and  prefent  State  of  the  Fur  Trade  of  that  Country. 
By  Sir  ALEXANDER  MACKENZIE.  Quarto,  jlluftrated  with  Maps,  1 1.  11s.  6d.  in  hoards. 

5.  The  HISTORY  of  the  REBELLION,  in  the  Year  1745,  by  JOHN  HOME,  Efq.  In  One 
Volume  Quarto,  price  One  Guinea  in  hoards,  with  a M^p  of  Scotland,  having  the  Line  of  Sepa- 
ration between  the  Highlands,  and  the  Lowlands  ; alio  Plans  of  the  Battles,  and  a Head  of  Charles 
Stuart,  from  a Bull,  by  Le  Maine. 

6.  MEMOIRS  of  HORATIO,  LORD  WALPOLE;  fele&cd  from  his  Corrcfpondence  and 
Papers,  and  conne&ed  with  the  Hiltory  of  ihe_Tiru,cxlroin  1678  to  17571  by  V ILLIAM  COX  1L 
M.A.  F.  R.  S.  F S.A.  RcRor  of  Bemerton.  Elegantly  printed  in  one  Volume,  Quarto,  illuf- 
t rated  by  twenty-one  Portraits,  many  of  which  have  never  been  before  engraved,  price  3 1.3  s. 
in  boards. 


